What is an accidental
(post-review) discovery?

During construction,
unanticipated or previously
unknown archaeological
sites may be encountered,
even if an Archaeological
Review has been completed.
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Accidental discoveries usually DO happen after an Archaeological Review has been completed


Accidental Discoveries

Treated as our top priority!

Our goal is to both:
- follow the law!
- keep the project on schedule!
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 - Our goals are to follow the appropriate State and Federal laws and keep on schedule

If Accidental Discoveries are handled properly, we can accomplish both of these goals.

It is important to report accidental discoveries as soon as possible to minimize the impact on the project and decrease the chance of expensive delays!


A discovery may consist of:
Artifacts: Stone tools/flakes
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Such as arrowheads and spear points. 

If you find something cool, it may seem natural to pick it up and take it home. However, this is a bad idea for several reasons.

If you are working on private property (not owned by the State), anything you find legally belongs to the landowner. If it is State property, it legally belongs to the State. Either way, taking it is literally stealing!

2) In Indiana, even a single artifact can be an archaeological site, and State Law prohibits disturbing an archaeological site to recover artifacts

INDOT Standard Specifications, Section 104.07:
If archaeological artifacts are encountered during excavation operations, these operations shall be ceased in the immediate vicinity and the Engineer shall be notified. […] In no event shall an employee of the Contractor or the State of Indiana share in … ownership, or profit from salvaged archaeological findings. 


A discovery may consist of:

Artifacts: Prehistoric pottery
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May be difficult to recognize


A discovery may consist of:

Artlfacts Hlstorlc pottery
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Should be easy to recognize, because they look like broken dishes!


A discovery may consist of:

Artifacts: House/construction materials
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Bricks, nails, window glass


A discovery may consist of:

Artifacts: Personal Items
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These will bee old-looking things, not modern trash!


A discovery may consist of:

Features: Garbage pits or cooking pits
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May contain concentrations of shells, broken rocks, charcoal, bone, and other artifacts


A discovery may consist of:

Features: Prehistoric or historic building remains



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Portion of a house foundation exposed along US 40 near Cambridge City, with intact brick courses


A discovery may consist of:
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And More!!


A discovery may consist of:
Burial Objects
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Burial objects are of concern, because they suggest the presence of human remains, which are covered under their own special laws. We will return to human remains in a moment.


What to do:

STOP all work in the immediate area

NOTIFY INDOT-CRS immediately.
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What should you do in case of an accidental discovery?

All work on the project does not need to stop, only in the immediate vicinity of the accidental discovery.

Contact INDOT-CRS immediately. We will then communicate with the IDNR-DHPA regarding the accidental discovery.

We have 48 hours (two business days) to report the discovery to SHPO; don’t wait two days to tell us!

These steps are required by law and by INDOT’s Standard Specifications



Human Remains
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Either historic or prehistoric!!! This includes even fragments of burials!
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What to do:

Human Remains

All human remains must be treated as a potential
crime scene!
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Even if human remains appear to be archaeological or historic, they may actually represent a modern or historically-recent crime scene, which is why the County Coroner always documents the remains first. 

A forensic scientist at the University of Indianapolis has found that more human remains are discovered by highway maintenance workers than by any other group - even hunters and campers.

We have had two human remains discoveries in the last two years!

If you discover human remains, contact INDOT-CRS immediately. INDOT or the DHPA will then contact a County Coroner and law enforcement officials and take the proper steps depending on their findings

I will finish by looking at some examples of accidental discoveries, including human remains.
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Portion of a foundation exposed in the r/w on the property of the Huddleston Farmhouse, a National Register of Historic Places listed property located along the National Road in Wayne County. The foundation was approximately 30 feet wide on the exposed end. The exposed portion of the structure was documented by INDOT, CRS staff while work continued elsewhere in the project area. Then, after the proper documentation, construction in the discovery area resumed, monitored by INDOT, CRS staff. The project was completed on schedule, and then the structure was covered over and reburied.
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This is a large timber that was uncovered during a bridge construction project in Terre Haute. It was reported to INDOT, CRS - despite doubts about its potential historic significance
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The timber was once part of a wooden support platform for a stone culvert that carried the Wabash and Erie Canal over Little Honey Creek. 
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A 70 foot long section of the wooden structure remained intact! (Note backhoe for scale!)

The timbers were removed and preserved for reconstruction in a public park in Vigo County.

INDOT, CRS worked with project management to document and preserve the canal structure while minimizing project delays.
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This is a good example of how one thing, big or small, can really be the “tip of the iceberg”

If there is something archaeologically significant present, it is better to deal with it early in the project than at the last minute (which could be disastrous!)

It is better to report finds early than to risk serious delays by waiting or by ignoring them!
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Workers uncovered a portion of a brick structure under the pavement during a construction project Cambridge City, in Wayne County. Work was halted and INDOT, CRS was contacted. The structure turned out to be an old, abandoned water cistern for the city. INDOT, CRS staff (working in conjunction with the DHPA) documented the site, and work was completed with only minor alterations to the original plans.
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If  buried human remains are disturbed, the DNR must be notified within two (2) business days of the time of the disturbance.�
A person who recklessly, knowingly, or intentionally violates this section commits a Class A misdemeanor.�- up to 1 year in prison and a fine of up to $5,000!!

Members of a road crew in Starke county uncovered human bones and threw them in the spoil dirt so they would not have to stop working. This dirt was then removed to another project area to be used there as fill. A young boy found two human leg bones in the pile, and his parents caught him chasing his sister around with them. They called the police. The coroner identified the bones as human, and it was discovered they came from two different individuals. The case was treated as a multiple homicide, and the bones were traced back to the original discovery area and the guilty workers were identified. Additional investigation revealed that the bones had come from an unmarked cemetery, and were not victims of a serial killer. This case resulted in some very angry law enforcement personnel!
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A Shelby County cemetery that was believed to be on the opposite side of the roadway from a construction site was accidentally disturbed by backhoes. A farmer had illegally moved the stones from their original location in the cemetery decades earlier so that he could farm there.

(Even after the bones were discovered, the crew kept working because they believed the bones to be prehistoric. This was incorrect, since all human remains must be reported immediately and prehistoric burials are protected by law. They only stopped when they uncovered a brick lined burial vault, after having destroyed at least 17 graves)

Purposely disturbing human remains is a Class D felony: 6 months to 3 years in prison (advisory sentence is 1 ½ years) and a fine of up to $10,000 !

Obviously, these workers did not follow the proper procedures, and therefore committed criminal offenses.


What to do:

STOP all work in the immediate area

NOTIFY INDOT-CRS immediately!
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What are the proper procedures? To recap:

In the event of an accidental discovery, all work on the project does not need to stop, only in the immediate vicinity of the accidental discovery.

Notify INDOT, CRS as soon as possible. We will then communicate with the IDNR-DHPA regarding the accidental discovery.

INDOT, CRS has 48 hours (two business days) to report the discovery to SHPO; don’t wait two days to tell us!

The sooner we are notified, the sooner work can resume in that area and the less impact there will be on the project!



Questions???
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