
May 22, 2014

Dear Industry Stakeholder:

[bookmark: _GoBack]On June 1, 2013, Indiana House Enrolled Act 1481 (HEA-1481) was passed to authorize the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) to grant permits for overweight divisible loads.  HEA-1481 specifically opened up opportunities for overweight loading of divisible agricultural and metal commodities.  HEA-1481 gave INDOT authority to set rules regarding these permits.  INDOT’s goals for the new permitting rules are to modernize the freight policy to be compatible with neighboring states, to be customer friendly, to be equitable to users (customers should only pay for infrastructure resources they consume), and to encourage business decisions that will help preserve Indiana’s infrastructure.
 
Part of the Act requires INDOT to complete a study, to be reported to the General Assembly by December 31, 2014, on the impact of overweight divisible loads on Indiana’s transportation infrastructure and economy.  INDOT hired researchers from Purdue University to carry out the study.  In the first phase, the Purdue research team estimated the impacts to Indiana’s highway infrastructure.  In the second phase, the team will estimate the modal shift and economic development impacts of the new overweight divisible load permitting policy.

As part of the study, the Purdue research team has developed a trucking permitting questionnaire that is available online at the following web address:

https://purdue.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_2nxu8yd0DZDQDDT

Links to the survey are also available on the INDOT Multimodal web page and the Indiana Department of Revenue (INDOR) Motor Carrier Services webpage.

This online survey is designed to collect the data in a strictly anonymous manner.  Data will be used to quantify the economic development impacts of overweight divisible load permitting policies.  This survey provides to you a unique opportunity to provide information that will help the team to evaluate the economic benefits of the new overweight divisible load permitting policy in the state of Indiana.

Although your participation in this study is voluntary, the information obtained through this study is important to inform INDOT before making additional permitting rules.  The survey should take you approximately 20-30 minutes to complete and will be available online from May 26, 2014 through June 9, 2014.  The Purdue University research team appreciates your feedback and looks forward to providing a final report later this year.

If you have any questions about the survey, please contact the Principal Investigator, Dr. Samuel Labi, at labi@purdue.edu or Ms. Stephanie Everett at severet@purdue.edu or at (765) 656-4618.
