Native American Indiana Affairs Commission

Friday, March 31, 2006

Indiana Government Center South

Conference Room C

402 W. Washington Street

Indianapolis, Indiana

Commission Members present: Reggie Petoskey, Terry Stuff, Dark Rain Thom, Clarence White, Ray Gonyea, Robert Shula, Rick Jones, Jackie Cissell, Steve Hall, Brian Fahey, Sue Uhl, John Quick, Brian Buchanan. 
Commission Members not present: Nils “Buster” Landin, Senator John Waterman, Representative James Buck.

Minutes taken by Marcia Gray, Dept. of Workforce Development. 

I.
Meeting was called to order by Chairman, Chief Brian Buchanan at 1:15 p.m.

Prayer was given by spiritual leader Clarence White followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
II.
The commission was introduced (members can be found on attached list).

Chief Buchanan passed out gifts to each commission member.

Appointment letters from the Governor were presented to Reggie Petoskey and Nils “Buster” Landin (not present). The Chief then addressed the commission about what was expected. He told the group that this was the second chance commission and that they must have goals and they must show results. The governor demands it. 

III.
The agenda was approved and a discussion took place about the possibility of using the Dept. of Workforce Development website for the commission. Public notices, agendas and other pertinent information could be posted on the site or emailed. Spiritual leader Clarence White pointed out that not everyone has email or Internet access and that he was unsatisfied with the amount of notice that was given for this meeting. He wants more notice in the future. 
Letters should be sent directly to commission members regarding meetings and commission business. It was pointed out that we need to update addresses and other contact information. 

IV. Organization of the Commission

a. By-Laws – A discussion took place about having to keep the by-laws within the boundaries of the law. There are 15 voting members. A Quorum is nine but can be changed to eight. A Quorum includes non-voting members for conducting a meeting but not a quorum for taking a vote.
1. Recommendation to change Article I, Section II, Line 2 of initial draft of By-Laws to reference the encouragement of cultural retention.

2. Recommendation to change Article III, Section I, Line 5 to mirror the Indiana Code regarding the administrative role of the Indiana Department of Workforce Development.
3. Recommendation to remove the “quorum” section of Article III, Section II, Line 4 of the By-Laws.

4. Recommendation to change the language of Article II, Section II to read, “In the event a vacancy shall arise, the commission may choose to offer recommendations to the governor of qualified candidates to fill such vacancies.”

5. Recommendation to remove the number ‘8’ from Article IV, Section III, Line 4.

 After a lengthy discussion of various changes, a motion was made by Sue Uhl to adopt the by-laws with 5 changes listed above. The motion was seconded by Brian Fahey and was passed 13 to 0
b. Election of Officers – The election of the co-chair is to be decided by secret ballot. Those nominated were Chief Terry Stuff, Ray Gonyea and Dark Rain Thom. The first ballot was a three way tie. Dark Rain Thom decided to drop out. The second ballot was four for Chief Terry Stuff and seven for Ray Gonyea. This was not a quorum. Brian Fahey moved that Article 4, Section 3, Subpart 4, Numeral 8 be removed. The motion was seconded by John Quick. The motion was brought for a vote and was passed 12 -0. This dealt with the definition of a majority. The third ballot was Chief Terry Stuff – five and Ray Gonyea – 6. A fourth ballot was Chief Terry Stuff – five and Ray Gonyea – 6. It was decided to table the election until next meeting. 
c. Sachem Award – Governor asked for insight into display options at the State museum. Ray Gonyea was asked to help with this project. 

d. Commission Goals – There are nine in the bill that the commission can mirror. The commission wants an outline of goals for the next meeting. Suggestions include a snapshot of the Native American population, regional meetings, PR to publicize what the commission is doing, resources – can the commission access the BMV special plate money ($46,000 went to Prophetstown Museum last year). It was suggested that a statutory or administrative change would have to be made in order for the commission to receive money. The commission members discussed a recommendation to send a resolution to the governor about the BMV money but decided a more informal contact would be appropriate. The question was asked, “Can the commission apply for grants”? A discussion about the building a relationship with Dept. of Natural Resources and the Dept. of Corrections took place. A suggestion about forming a subgroup/committee was made in order to keep the dialogue between the parties going. The religious services issue was also discussed. There should be a connection between the guidelines of the Federal Bureau of Prisons and the Indiana Dept. of Corrections. Brian Fahey and Clarence White will head the committee to look at religious services issues.  
V. Topics of Interest Expressed to Date

a. Historic Registry – important symbolically. Presentation made by Jim Monroe (see attached handout). 

b. There are no Native American Child Welfare programs in the state of Indiana. The discussion about an Indiana child welfare program should be added to the agenda for further discussion.

c. Letter from the commission congratulating Kelvin Sampson on his appointment as the Indiana University basketball coach. Maybe a Senate Resolution (this could be discussed with Senator Waterman.

VI. Future Topics

VII. Public Comments 
a. Blue Cross – Health Care Specialist. Discussion about setting up a prescription program. 

b. Johnny Flynn – Potawatomi, IUPUI teacher. Three priorities. 
i. Develop Native American students programs in schools
ii. We need to apply for money

iii. Recruit Native American Students to Indiana Colleges. Purdue has the Tecumseh Project. There would be an out-of-state tuition waiver for Native American students who belong to tribes native to Indiana. It would be a Coming Home Project.

c. Next meeting could be held June 16 at the Pow Wow held at Eagle Creek Park.

Adjournment

