Minutes
Indiana Lobby Registration Commission
July 17, 2009
11:00 AM

10 W. Market, Conference Room, Third Floor
Members present: Jan Abbs, Sue Scholer, Scott Mellinger, Katie Wolf

Staff present: Sarah Nagy, Executive Director/Counsel

The meeting was called to order at approximately 11:20 a.m. The Commissioners reviewed the minutes of the May 1, 2009, public meeting approved said minutes.  
The Commission voted unanimously to amend the Advisory Opinion Procedure and instructed that the Director appear at the next meeting with said amended version for vote on publication in the Indiana Register.

The Commission instructed the Director to provide sample rules for mandatory e-filing at the next public meeting, to be discussed at the next public meeting and then placed into the administrative rule making process for the meeting which follows the August 28, 2009, public meeting.

The Director was instructed by the Commissioners to provide additional sample language from other jurisdictions and other Indiana Commissions regarding ex parte communication policies for appointed commissioners.  This issue is to be placed on the August 28, 2009, public meeting agenda.

The written request made by Win Moses was addressed and the Commissioners instructed the Director to speak with Rep. Win Moses in an effort to provide him with informal guidance for his questions.  If said informal guidance does not satisfy Win Moses, then the Director was advised to return to the next meeting with a recommendation for the Commission regarding how to address his written questions.

The Commissioners were presented with a copy of Altria’s request for formal advisory opinion and a vote was taken.  The commissioners agreed, 3-1, to have the Director return to the August 28, 2009, public meeting with a proposed advisory opinion draft to be utilized as a tool for discussion of the issues presented at that meeting.  Said proposed advisory opinion draft, it was agreed, is merely a guide for the Commissioners to facilitate a discussion, and is not considered to be a Proposed Advisory Opinion in the sense that it will not be adopted or rejected at the August 28, 2009, meeting, but will be discussed and public input elicited, so that the Commissioners may properly advise the Director whether to issue a formal Proposed Advisory Opinion for the meeting subsequent to the August 28, 2009, meeting.


MISC

Staff report was given, which included lobbyist audit updates, non-filer updates, and a budget update.  

General Counsel reported about the process which much be utilized in promulgating rules which shall require that all lobbyist reports be filed electronically.  The Commissioners agreed to discuss this matter in more detail at the next public meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:15 p.m. 
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