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Plainfield Correctional Facility delivered toys to students throughout 
Hendricks County Community Schools.  Deb Higgins coordinated 

with 17 schools to give 128 students gifts for the holiday season. The 

special Deliveries were made by Santa himself!  The facility’s 

Education Director, George Shepherd, reprised his role as Santa for 
the 12th year to visit with students and classes.  The facility received 

over $1000 in donations from the offender PLUS program, DUKE 

Energy, Aramark, Kairos, and staff contributions.  For 15 years, 

Plainfield staff have been purchasing gifts for needy students across 
Hendricks County.  (see photo below of Santa Shepherd) 

 

 

         In observance of Christmas, the Shifting Gears program at  

    the Putnamville Correctional Facility, with the assistance of  

                     PEN Products and Bicycle Garage Indy, donated 51 bicycles to elementary  
      school students and to Holy Cross St. Vincent de Paul Church for homeless  

   individuals and indigent families. 

              The Correctional Industrial Facility was pleased to support American Legion 

            Post #53 by donating $800 to aid in the effort of building two wheelchair ramps 

          for WWII Veteran George Ellis. The money was raised through the visitor’s  

         Fresh Favorites program through Aramark. The donation was accepted by  

       American Legion Post #53 Officers Gene Herkless and Joe Peeper. 

    Gospel Echoes Volunteers came to the Indiana State Prison and distributed homemade cookies to the entire offender 

   population and staff.   Officer Dell thanked all staff for being so kind and courteous during the distribution.  The Prison 

   Ministry was founded by her great aunt and uncle who are CEO and President of the company. 

      Madison Correctional Facilities’ (MCU) offenders performed “A Charlie Brown 

      Christmas” for MCU and Madison Juvenile Correctional Facility staff, their  
      families, and their fellow offenders.  This production was a huge success and 

      ran solely by offenders.  The offenders made the props, costumes, and  

      organized the entire event.  Santa and Mrs. Claus visited the staff show for  

      pictures. The offenders were thrilled to do it and are looking forward to their 

       next production. (see photo left of the cast) 

      Madison Juvenile presented a check of $1,239 to Girls, Inc. The money was  

      raised through a variety of activities including a walk-a-thon by the students and 

a       silent auction for handmade quilts. A hotdog dinner raised over $600 and $300 

      was raised from the community’s participation at the facility sponsored  

      Community Day. 

 Miami Correctional Facility sold over 845 candy grams to staff during the month of December as a way to say thank 
 you to each other. The Correctional Employee Appreciation Committee started selling the candy grams during the 

 Holiday season two years ago as a way for staff to wish each other well. Although it was not meant to be a fund raiser, 

 but just a fun way to share the holiday spirit, the committee raised more than $400 this year. Sales far exceeded all 

 expectations! 

 Wabash Valley Correctional Facility has provided a $1,500 boost to the Sullivan County Brown Baggers School Food 
 Program.  The funds will help the youngsters they feed during the upcoming Christmas break from school.   The 

 donation was made on behalf of ARAMARK, through their Community Involvement Fund.  $3,200 was also donated 

 this past April to the program.  (see photo right of the check presentation) 

  The students in Mrs. Richmond’s classes at Pendleton Juvenile Correctional 

    Facility read the book A Christmas Carol and were motivated to make a 
     difference in the lives of those less fortunate during this Christmas season. 

      The students brainstormed ideas and decided that they would make  

       Christmas cards for the children at Riley Children’s Hospital.   The  

         students ended up making 163 cards.  The Director and Head Nurse of  
          Riley North were very grateful and appreciative of the students’ efforts,  

            and said that the children would enjoy the cards. 

               During the Staff Recall/Christmas party at Chain O’Lakes, Rebecca  

                 Cornett was named employee of the quarter.  Superintendent  

                    Kathy Griffin handed out gifts to all Chain O’Lakes staff saying  
                      “I just want to take this time to say thanks for making 2012 a good year at Chain O’ Lakes Correctional             

                         Facility.  Your professionalism and pride in what you do has shown up in full force. 

                A blood drive was conducted at the Pendleton Correctional Facility by the Indiana Blood Center  

     resulting in 29 units of blood being donated by employees.  Donors were provided with a limited  

          edition Colts Coach Pagano football in appreciation of their participation. 

 

 

 



 

 

The IDOC Central Office FISH Employee Appreciation Committee hosted the Annual Holiday  

Breakfast for Central Office Staff. Everyone enjoyed a wide array of pastries and a yogurt parfait bar.  
Two very special guests stopped by to visit with Commissioner Lemmon, Rudolph the Red-nosed  

Reindeer, Beth Anderson, and one of Santa’s helpers, Teresa Turner. (see photo below) 

      The Putnamville Correctional Facility recognized IDOC’s first graduates  
      of the Navigators program.  The ceremony was organized by Volunteer  

      Coordinator Derek Smith with Superintendent Stanley Knight giving the  

      opening remarks. Guest speakers included program facilitators Charles  

      Broughton, Roy Boissy and Deputy Director of Volunteer and Religious  
      Services David Liebel. Navigators teach bible stories using hand motions to  

      enhance memory and spiritual development.   

      Chain O’Lakes Correctional Facility has been busy collecting donations for  
      multiple non-profit organizations. Staff delivered Christmas presents to  

      Noble House Ministries Women’s shelter. Executive Director Debi  

      Pfaffenberger thanked the staff of Chain O’Lakes for their continued support.   
      A total of 404 food items were collected from the staff and donated to the 

Central Noble Food Pantry.  Chain O’ Lakes also conducted a food sale with the proceeds going to Noble House and the 

Central Noble Food Pantry.  

Staff at the Pendleton Correctional Facility provided a generous donation to Operation  

Love Ministries located in Anderson, Indiana.  The donations included children’s winter  

clothing items which were collected in connection with the facility’s annual “Tree of  

Warmth” project. Forty pillows, eight cases of pop, and over 150 food items were also  
donated to the organization that provides a variety of services to Madison County  

residents in need. (see photo right) 

Miami Correctional Facility’s American Legion Post 555 donated $300 to the Miami County  
Military Rites Unit to help fund the American Legion’s fourth grade Flag Education Testing  

Program contest. Members of the unit were present at the Legion’s meeting to present  

them with a check. The testing program holds an essay contest for fourth graders about  
the American Flag. They students must also take a test. 

Logansport Juvenile Correctional Facility (LJCF) underwent their reaccreditation audit by the American Correctional 

Association.  LJCF scored a 100% on the mandatory standards and a 97.8% on the non mandatory standards. The  auditors 
were extremely complimentary about the interactions they saw between the staff and students, the staff with each other,  

and the students with each other. 

As a gesture of goodwill and expressing social altruism, the PLUS Program at the Indiana State Prison put together  
Christmas bags filled with holiday treats for the men on X-row.  “Since the majority of these men on X-Row don’t receive  

visits nor have funds to purchase items from the facility’s commissary, the PLUS program thought it would be a kind  

gesture to give something to the less fortunate  within our community,” said Randy Miller, Project Chairman. “Projects  

       such as this allow the PLUS participants to engage in pro-social behavior and  
       truly live-out the five core values of Compassion, Responsibility, Tolerance,  

       Honesty, and Respect”,  said M.D. Williams, Program Director. (see photo left of 

       the PLUS offenders preparing the goodie bags) 

       Indiana Women’s Prison (IWP) and Indiana Canine Assistance Network (ICAN) 

       held a two week training course at the facility for the recipients of the dogs  

       graduating from the program.  The dogs graduating will be a diabetic alert  
       dog for a 15-year-old girl, a total assist dog for a man paralyzed in the Indiana  

       State Fair stage collapse, a companion dog for a lady with Spina Bifida, and  

       a therapy dog for a pediatrician.  The opportunity to train with the dogs’  

                    recipients enriches the offenders’ lives and teaches skills that are important 
       and transferable to their lives when they are released from prison. 

PLUS offenders at the Putnamville Correctional Facility made a sympathy card imprinted with hands and wrote  

a letter of condolence to the families of the victims of the Newton, Connecticut shooting.  The gesture was  
initiated by offenders Andrew Devore and Travis Lyell.  The offenders used supplies that were available to  

them and made a card decorating it with imprints of their hands and words of encouragement, “We wish  

that there was more that we could do to express our hearts to you all, to lessen and to diminish the pain  

and hurt that you feel.” 

The Correctional Professionals Assistance Fund of Indiana is pleased to announce that it will once again 

 be awarding seven scholarships, ranging from $1000 to $5000 each.  For more information or to  
apply, visit www.cpafi.org. The deadline for submission is February 4, 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 


