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Friday, October 31, 2008

On behalf of Commissioner Buss, Chief of Staff Dan Ronay presented Col. Les Scrogham with a Governor’s Distinguished Hoosier Award in honor of his 44 years of service with the Department and a job well done.
State Senator Tom Weatherwax presented IDOC Auditor and Jail Inspector Lee Hoard with the Governor’s Award for Excellence in Service for his involvement with the Indiana Hoosier Heartland Industrial Coalition. 
Miami Correctional Facility’s Straight Talk program recently sent 3 offenders to talk to students from Clinton Central H.S. and Lafayette Park M.S. about drug and alcohol abuse, peer pressure, parental respect and being incarcerated. 

The Family Education Department at the Plainfield Re-Entry Educational Facility hosted its second Halloween Carnival, which was also the grand opening of the Children’s Visitation Center.  10 fathers and 19 children attended. 
Logansport Juvenile Correctional Facility’s PLUS unit presented a check for $500 to the United Way’s Project Backpack for Cass County. The students held a fundraiser walkathon and solicited donations for the local charity. 

Sgt. Jason Nowatzke and K-9 Bo from Indiana State Prison assisted with the bomb sweep for VP Candidate Sarah Palin’s visit to the Ft. Wayne Coliseum.  They swept multiple areas with Ft .Wayne and Indiana State Police technicians.  
Seminarians from the Calvary Chapel Bible College have been assisting students at the Pendleton Juvenile Correctional Facility each Wednesday morning tutoring offenders referred to them by their teachers on a variety of education subjects.  

New Castle Correctional Facility held a facility-wide Regional Contract Compliance Audit conducted by GEO personnel.

Miami Correctional Facility held a graduation ceremony for 56 offenders who successfully completed the Purposeful Living Units Serve (PLUS) Program. Dr. David Link was the guest speaker and 40 family members attended. 

Southern Bridges, a local band, performed a concert for the entire resident population at PREF. 

Indiana Women’s Prison and Oakland City University staff hosted a haunted house and a fall festival, complete with crafts, popcorn, cider and hot dog eating contest, for the offender population.  
Pendleton Correctional Facility staff donated 19 units of blood that were collected by the Indiana Regional Blood Center.

New Castle Correctional Facility held a Staff Recall where Logan Phillippe and Debbie Swafford, Culinary Arts Instructors, were recognized as Employees of the Month.  Officers of the Month were Debra Powell and David Freeman.  

Correctional Industrial Facility hosted an Inside-Out Dads Halloween party for 45 dads, 93 children, and 10 volunteers. 

Pendleton Correctional Facility agreed to help refurbish 8,000 livestock gates and fabricating fencing at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, which will create 50 new offender jobs.

Indianapolis Juvenile Correctional Facility awarded 5 students their GED diplomas.  1 student passed with honors.
Inmates in the Westville Correctional Facility PLUS program hand-decorated 250 small pumpkins that will be given to children coming to the visiting room over the weekend as part of a Halloween celebration.
Staff and offenders of the Indiana Women’s Prison Outreach Program sent 80 homemade quilts, pillows, and carrying bags to the American Legion to be given to homeless veterans this week. 
Miami Correctional Facility held a Fall Family Fun Fest at the facility’s new walking trail. The Fun Fest was open to all employees and their children and was the kick off for the quarter-mile trail, named “Miami in Motion.” 
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