Attachment F

2.4.0

Technical Proposal

Offsite Correspondence Courses for IDOC Offenders

RFP-13-14

2.4.1 The vendor must be an educational institution accredited by the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools (NCA).   Respondent should 
indicate that it has such accreditation.
	


2.4.2 Vendor will offer off-site post secondary correspondence courses to inmates of 
the Indiana Department of Correction.    These courses can be offered as either 
part of a degree seeking program, or as non-degree seeking individual classes, 
depending on the inmate’s choice and his/her ability to meet the admission 
requirements of the vendor.  Respondent should indicate it agrees with this 
specification.  
	


2.4.3 The vendor will provide correspondence courses that will allow inmates who are 
admitted into a degree seeking program with the vendor to earn either a post 
secondary degree (Associate or Bachelor Degree) from the vendor as if the 
inmate were enrolled in the vendor’s general population.   Respondent should 
indicate it agrees with this specification.   

	


2.4.4 These correspondence courses shall be “paper and pencil” course; that is, 
courses that do not rely on the internet, or on-site classroom instruction, but can 
be fully completed by exchanging information and instruction through the 
United States Mail.   Respondent should indicate it agrees with this 
specification.
	


2.4.5 The vendor(s) must have correspondence course listing that shows what courses and classes offered in Course Credit by Examination (CCE).    The vendor should explain its policy on CCE courses, including limitations on the degree credits that can be earned by CCE.  Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification, and provide an explanation of its CCE policy.
	


2.4.6 No state or federal aid is currently available to inmate/students in Indiana’s correctional facilities.  Therefore, the course fees and charges must be the total responsibility of the inmate or his/her family or others who may have a legitimate interest in furthering the inmate’s formal education.  The IDOC will not contribute to paying any cost associated with these courses, including the 
cost of proctors.  Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification.  
	


2.4.7 The successful vendor(s) shall provide to the IDOC upon request, a detailed accounting of the tuition charges, course fees, textbooks, shipping costs, and proctoring costs to the IDOC.  Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification.  
	


2.4.8 The vendor must be able to accommodate IDOC facilities that do not allow hardcover textbooks. Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification. 
	


2.4.9 The vendor must allow for at least six (6) months for the completion of a correspondence course, and most also allow reasonable extensions (with or without fees attached to that extension).  Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification. 
	


2.4.10 The vendor will provide transcript of completed courses upon request of the inmate student and the student shall pay no more than $5.00 per request.  Also, upon completion of any degree program, the successful vendor shall provide, at no cost, a letter of certification to the Director of Education, Indiana Department of Correction, detailing the completion date and the degree awarded.  Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification.
	


2.4.11 The State intends for this to be a no-cost contract to the State, with all vendor’s remuneration coming directly from participating inmates.  Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification.
	


2.4.12 Vendor will requires all IDOC offenders to complete all credit hours toward a degree without any consideration of life-experiences, testing-out, or prior 
college attainments.  That is, IDOC offenders will not be able to transfer in credit 
hours, request to sit for an exam to “test out” to receive credit for a course not 
taken to receive credit toward a degree.  IDOC Offenders will not be able to request that a self-developed portfolio be reviewed for additional credits based 
on “life
 experiences”.   An offender will not be able to request a review of Armed Forces courses for possible credit toward a degree. Respondent should indicate it agrees with this specification.
	











