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This addendum is to inform respondents of updated documents posted to the website on 11/16/12 as a result of questions submitted during the formal question and answer process for this RFP. All respondents must use the updated files when submitting a response to the state. 

1. The RFP document has been updated to reflect the revised purpose of the RFP.
1.3
PURPOSE OF THE RFP

The purpose of this RFP is to select one vendor that can satisfy IDOE and other PARCC-participating states’ need to administer and conduct the necessary research for an item tryout, a stand-alone field test, and construct the forms for the first operational year.  There is also a cost option for the administration and scoring of the first operational year, with renewable options for the administration of the PARCC summative assessment system. It is the intent of IDOE to contract with one vendor that provides quality services that meet the needs described within the RFP. 

The activities in this RFP are divided into five four sections.  

1. The first section, the Item Tryout, will occur in spring 2013.  The purpose of the item tryout is to better understand how assessment items, tasks, and innovations are functioning and to refine test administration, data collection, scoring materials and procedures.  

2. The second section, the field test, will occur in the spring of 2014.  The purpose of the field test is to collect large and representative samples of student performance for each field tested item to use in estimating linked item parameters.  Items with linked item parameters will be used to assemble alternate forms for operational use in subsequent years.  

3. In the third section, the items and their associated item parameters will be used to construct a number of operational forms for the first year of administration.  

4. The fourth section includes research to be planned and implemented in support of the PARCC assessment activities. Research activities will occur throughout the item tryout and field test phases, as well as during summer 2013 following item tryouts. 

5. The fifth section includes the administration and scoring of the first operational exam and a standalone field test during the first operational year, as a cost option to PARCC.  PARCC may choose to exercise this option and include these activities under a contract that will be assigned to the new PARCC operational organization after the grant period, which will assume the rights, obligations, and responsibilities of the original obligor.  The new PARCC operational organization and the vendor will be bound to all terms and conditions of the original contract, unless modified by written agreement and signed by all necessary parties.  

Each section is described in greater detail in the scope of work.

2. The RFP document has been updated to reflect the updated budget.  

In the aggregate, PARCC estimates spending approximately $29,300,000 for item tryout, field test, operational forms construction, and the included research.  The scope of work for the administration of the operational assessments is not included in this budget and it will not be funded under the current USED Grant.  The State is not in a position to guarantee that future spending and future projects will be based on this particular phase of work or the dollar amount associated with this phase.  Nevertheless, the amount provided is to aid prospective respondents in responding to this RFP.  These figures are an estimate only and are not to be construed as an amount offered under this RFP.  
3. The RFP document has been updated to reflect the revised due date.  

1.7 DUE DATE FOR PROPOSALS 

All proposals must be received at the address below by the Procurement Division no later than 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time on 12/03/2012. Each Respondent must submit one original hard-copy (marked “Original”) and one original CD-ROM (marked "Original") of the proposal, including the Transmittal Letter and other related documentation as required in this RFP. The original CD-ROM will be considered the official response in evaluating responses for scoring and protest resolution. The respondent's proposal response on this CD may be posted on the IDOA website, (http://www.in.gov/idoa/2462.htm) if recommended for selection. Each copy of the proposal must follow the format indicated in Section Two of this document.  Unnecessarily elaborate brochures or other presentations, beyond those necessary to present a complete and effective proposal, are not desired. 
4. The RFP document has been updated to reflect the revised schedule of milestones.  

1.21
SUMMARY OF MILESTONES

The following timeline is only an illustration of the RFP process.  The dates associated with each step are not to be considered binding.  Due to the unpredictable nature of the evaluation period, these dates are commonly subject to change.  At the conclusion of the evaluation process, all Respondents will be informed of the evaluation team’s findings.

Key RFP Dates

	Activity
	Date

	Issue of RFP
	10/19/2012

	Deadline to Submit Written Questions
	10/25/2012

	Response to Written Questions/RFP Amendments
	11/16/2012

	Submission of Proposals
	12/03/2012

	The dates for the following activities are target dates only.  These activities may be completed earlier or later than the date shown.

	Proposal Evaluation
	TBD

	Proposal Discussions/Clarifications (if necessary)
	TBD

	Oral Presentations (if necessary)
	N/A

	Best and Final Offers (if necessary)
	TBD

	Contract Award
	01/04/2013

	Contract Execution
	01/17/2013


5. The following sections of Attachment E, Detailed Scope of Work and Technical Proposal Template, have been updated in a revised document posted on 11/16/12 .  Additions/clarifications to the document are in red text and removed/moved sections for which responses are no longer required are in red strikethrough text.  
a. SECTIONS 6.3-6.3.3

b. SECTION 6.10

c. SECTION 7.2

d. SECTION 7.10

e. SECTION 8.2

f. SECTION 10.2

g. SECTION 14

6. An updated Cost Proposal Template, Attachment C, has been posted on 11/16/12.
7. The scope of work for the administration of the operational assessments has been removed from this solicitation (SECTION 14).  The services included in this section will be released under a separate solicitation in 2013.  This additional time will allow PARCC to fully answer all of the long-term sustainability questions asked by the respondents during the question and answer period.

