


Reauthorization of the WIC Program
Summary of Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act

Public Law 111-296, enacted December 13, 2010, reauthorized the WIC Program and WIC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program through September 30, 2015.  Key WIC Program changes include:

Eligibility 

· Allows a State agency to certify children for a period up to one year, if such children receive the required health and nutrition assessments.


Administration 

· Requires that Federal/State agreements include a provision supporting full use of Federal funds and excluding such funds from State budget restrictions or  limitations including hiring freezes, work furloughs, and travel restrictions.*

· Increases WIC research funding from $5 to $15 million.

· Allows State agencies to share WIC-developed nutrition education materials with Child and Adult Care Food Program agencies through a written agreement.

· Requires a scientific review of WIC foods at least every 10 years.

· Requires State and local agency cooperation in USDA studies.*

*Also applies to the WIC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program.


Funding 

· Specifies the purpose and amount of funds available for infrastructure and special projects, management information systems, and special nutrition education such as breastfeeding peer counselors and other related activities.

· Requires each of the above-noted items to be annually adjusted for inflation.

· Increases current authorization and funding for MIS/technology from $30 million to $35 million, of which up to $5 million can be used for Federal administrative costs related to MIS/technology.


Cost Containment 

· Requires recording of WIC rebate payments in the month received (and allows State agencies to increase the amount of food funds back spent from FY 2012 into FY 2011, and from FY 2013 into FY 2012 to assist them during the transition period). 

· Establishes new bid solicitation requirements when seeking rebates for infant formula and other foods including:
· Identification of composition of State alliances;
· Opening and reading  aloud of all bids at a public proceeding on the day on which bids are due;
· Providing a minimum of 30 days between publication of solicitation and due date for bids, unless exempted by the Secretary; and
· Adhering to size requirements set forth in WIC Program regulations for all State alliances (including infant formula as well as other authorized foods)

Breastfeeding Promotion and Support

· Requires a program to recognize exemplary breastfeeding practices at local agencies. Authorizes the expenditure from appropriated funds, such sums as necessary.

· Provides performance bonuses for not more than 15 State agencies with highest and most improved breast feeding rates. Of the funds appropriated for peer counseling program, $10 million of any amount above $50 million is for performance bonuses.  USDA is directed to provide the first bonuses not later than 1 year after enactment.

· Requires annual data collection and publication on the number of fully and partially breast fed infants at State and local level.

· Reinforces the importance of, and the Department’s commitment to, the promotion and support of breastfeeding as an integral element of WIC services and benefits including:
· Adds breastfeeding  promotion/support to stated purpose of, and benefits provided under, the WIC Program;
· Clarifies that breastfeeding  support and promotion activities are considered allowable NSA costs; 
· Requires State agencies to train staff on breastfeeding as part of their nutrition education training; and
· Precludes mailing of food instruments if participant is scheduled for breastfeeding education/counseling.



Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) and Universal Product Code Database

1. Mandates statewide WIC EBT by October 1, 2020 for all State agencies; defines “EBT”. 
1. Sets forth State Plan reporting requirements to demonstrate State progress toward statewide implementation (must include goals and objectives, appropriate updates, and other information as requested by FNS).  
1. Outlines allowable exemption criteria to the EBT mandate: 1) unusual technological barriers to implementation; 2) EBT unaffordable within NSA grant; and 3) it is in the best interest of the Program to grant the exemption. 
1. Provides technical changes to WIC EBT requirements, including establishing national technical standards, minimum lane coverage requirements, and guidelines for the imposition of costs on vendors.
1. Requires national UPC database to be used by all State agencies carrying out EBT; requires completion by FNS in 2 years.
1. Provides FNS $1 million in mandatory funding per year to remain available until expended for development, hosting, hardware and software configuration, and support for the UPC database.
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