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Environmental Screening/CE-1 Form  Project: Sale of Excess R/W Des 
No: 

 LA Code 4230 
Parcel 9 

 

Form Version: March 2008 
Attachment 1 

 
SCOPE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION: No Possible Comments 

Public Involvement X  

This project does not meet any of the conditions 
described in the Public Involvement Manual Part 
1, Section IV.C.4 which would require INDOT to 
offer an opportunity to the public to request a 
public hearing. 

Relocation of residences/businesses/etc.* X  No relocations of any residences or businesses 
will result from this project. 

Right-of-way in acres 
(permanent and temporary)* X  No permanent or temporary right-of-way will be 

required for this project. 

Added through-traffic lanes – length* X  No through-traffic lanes will be added. 

Permanent alteration of local traffic pattern* X  There will be no alteration of local traffic 
patterns. 

Facility on new location or realignment* X  No facilities will be relocated or realigned during 
the completion of this project. 

Disruption to public facilities/services 
(such as schools, emergency service) X  No disruption to public facilities or services will 

result from this project. 
Involvement with existing bridge(s) 
(Include structure number(s) X  No bridges or small structures will be involved in 

this project. 
 

INVOLVEMENT WITH RESOURCES: No Possible Studies, Coordination, and Comments 

Watercourses Impacted (linear feet) X  

The field visit on April 8, 2009 and review of 
indianamap.org hydrology GIS layers revealed 
that there are no streams, rivers, or watercourses, 
jurisdictional or otherwise, located in or near the 
project area. 

Other Surface Waters (such as ponds, lakes, 
reservoirs, in acres) X  

The field visit on April 8, 2009 and review of 
indianamap.org hydrology GIS layers revealed 
that no surface waters are located in or near the 
project area. 

Wetlands (acres)* X  

No wetlands are identified on the National 
Wetlands Inventory map (attached).  No wetlands 
or potential wetland areas were observed in or 
near the project area during field investigation on 
April 8, 2009. 

Disturbance of Terrestrial Habitat (acres) X  

Land use in and near the project is previously 
disturbed mowed residential grass.  This habitat 
will not be affected by the project. No additional 
terrestrial habitats will be impacted. 

Karst Features  X  

The project is located outside of the designated 
karst area of the state as identified in the October 
13, 1993 MOU.  No karst features were observed 
or are known to exist within or adjacent to the 
proposed project area. 

Threatened and Endangered Species 
Present/Impacted* X  

This project type falls under the category of “No 
Coordination Required” per the MOU between 
INDOT and USFWS, dated September 1993. 

Impacts to Sole Source Aquifer* X  The project is not located within the legally 
designated St. Joseph Aquifer System. 
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INVOLVEMENT WITH RESOURCES: No Possible Studies, Coordination, and Comments 

Flood Plains (note transverse or longitudinal 
impact) X  

The project does not encroach upon a regulatory 
floodplain as determined from available FEMA 
flood plain maps (attached). Therefore, it does 
not fall within the guidelines for the 
implementation of 23 CFR 65, 23 CFR 771, and 
44 CFR. 

Farmland (acres) X  

None of the land within the project limits meets 
the definition of farmland under the Farmland 
Protection and Policy Act (FPPA) Section 658.2.  
The requirements of the FPPA do not apply to 
this project. 

Cultural Resources (Section 106)* X  

It was determined by the INDOT Cultural 
Resources Department, via email coordination 
with Shaun Miller (attached), that the APE 
boundary for the previous intersection 
improvement project under Des 9800840 
incorporated the house on this parcel which was 
not found to be eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places. Therefore the house was 
demolished due to R/W requirements. Shaun 
Miller of the INDOT Cultural Resources 
Department concludes that INDOT’s “finding of 
no historic properties affected” concurred by the 
SHPO via letter dated 7-25-03 is still valid and 
no further Section 106 consultation is necessary. 

Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Resources* X  

The field visit on April 8, 2009 and review of 
INDOT Infrastructure ArcGIS layer revealed that 
there are no Section 4(f) or Section 6(f) resources 
located in or near the project area. 

Air Quality Non-attainment Area X  

This project is located in Hancock County.  This 
county is currently in non-attainment for the O3 
criteria pollutant. No construction activities are 
scheduled to take place within this project area. 
This is merely an effort to dispose of INDOT 
excess R/W.  Therefore, the conformity 
procedures of 40 CFR Part 93 do not apply. 

Noise Analysis Required* X  

This project is not a Type 1 project. In 
accordance with 23 CFR 772 and the INDOT 
Traffic Noise Policy (FHWA concurrence on 
February 26,2007), this action does not require 
formal noise analysis. 

Community/Economic Impacts X  The project will not impact the community.  

Environmental Justice X  

Per the INDOT CE Manual Section IV.C.7.d, no 
analysis for environmental justice (EJ) is 
required for projects with fewer than two 
relocations and less than 0.5 acre of R/W.  This 
project meets both of these criteria.  Therefore no 
EJ analysis is required. 
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INVOLVEMENT WITH RESOURCES: No Possible Studies, Coordination, and Comments 

Hazardous Materials X  

During a site visit on April 8, 2009 no hazardous 
materials were observed in or near the project 
area.  Additionally, a review of the Red Flag GIS 
Base Map and Red Flag Investigation provided 
by the INDOT Office of Environmental Services, 
Hazardous Materials Unit (attached) revealed 
that no hazardous materials are located in or near 
the project area. However, since the project 
involves disposing of INDOT R/W, a Phase I 
investigation was completed by the INDOT OES 
Hazardous Materials Unit for precautionary 
measures. The result of the Phase I investigation 
(attached) revealed that there was no evidence of 
recognized environmental conditions on or 
within a one mile radius of the property. 
Therefore, no further investigation is needed, and 
this property can be disposed of without any 
concern for environmental issue. 

Permits X  

No permits are required for this project. 
However, if any permits become applicable it 
will be the responsibility of the project designer 
to apply for them. 

 
*Criteria used for determination of CE Level.  See threshold table below. 
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Environmental Commitments: 
 
1. If any artifacts, burial objects, or human remains are discovered, ground disturbing activities shall cease, 

and the Department of Natural Resources will be notified within two (2) business days. In the event, please 
call (317) 232-5161. 
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Categorical Exclusion Level Thresholds 
 

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Relocations None ≤ 2 > 2 > 10 
Right of way1 < 0.5 acres < 10 acres ≥ 10 acres ≥ 10 acres  
Length of added through 
lane 

None < 1 miles ≥ 1 mile ≥ 1 mile 

Traffic pattern alteration None None Yes Yes 
New alignment None None < 1 mile ≥ 1 mile2 
Wetlands* < 0.1 acres < 1 acre < 1 acre  ≥ 1 acre  

Section 4(f) None None Programmatic/de 
minimis Findings3 

Individual 4(f) 

Section 6(f) None None Any impacts Any impacts 

Section 106* 

“No Historic 
Properties Affected” 

or 
falls within 

guidelines of Minor 
Projects 

PA 

"No Adverse Effect" “Adverse Effect” If ACHP involved 

Noise Analysis 
Required* 

No No Yes4 Yes4

Threatened/Endangered 
Species* 

"No Effect", or Falls 
within Guidelines of 

USFWS 9/8/93 
Programmatic 

Response 

“Not likely to 
Adversely Effect” 

“Not likely to 
Adversely Effect” 

“Likely to Adversely 
Effect”5 

Sole Source Aquifer 
Groundwater 
Assessment 

Detailed Assessment 
Not Required 

Detailed Assessment 
Not Required 

Detailed Assessment 
Not Required 

Detailed Assessment 
Required 

Approval Level* 
 ESM6 
 OES 
 FHWA 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 
Yes 

 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

 

*These thresholds have changed from the March 2006 Manual. 
1Permanent and/or temporary right of way. 
2If the length of the new alignment is equal to or greater than one mile, contact the FHWA’s Air Quality/Environmental Specialist. 
3 The FHWA must review and approve Programmatic and de minimis Section 4(f) prior to CE approval. 
4 In accordance with INDOT’s Noise Policy. 
5 If the project is considered Likely to Adversely Affect Threatened and/or Endangered Species, INDOT and the FHWA should be consulted to 
determine whether a higher class of document is warranted. 
6 Environmental Scoping Manager 
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In accordance with the Categorical Exclusion Programmatic Agreement between INDOT and FHWA, the following 
type of environmental documentation is needed: 

INDOT CE 
Manual 
Section 

I.C.3 
Table 4 
Item 10 

No Additional Documentation: State-Funded Project.  For projects that are 100% state-funded, and meets 
IDEM’s approved list of Categorically Exempted Projects. 

 

No Additional Documentation: Categorical Exclusion, Level 1.  The necessary supporting 
documentation, including maps and coordination, are attached to this document and will be kept on file in 
the district.  If the project is approved as a CE-1 under Tables 2 or 3 in the CE Manual, provide the number 
or letter under which this CE-1 is approved.  For projects not listed on Tables 2 or 3, but determined to be 
Level 1 CEs on other criteria, such as the threshold chart above, attach appropriate documentation. 

 

Categorical Exclusion, Level 2 through 4 – The proposed action exceeds the thresholds for a CE-1 in the 
thresholds table above.   The project must be documented on the Categorical Exclusion/Environmental 
Assessment Form.  Additional research and documentation are necessary to determine environmental 
impacts and the type of environmental documentation. 

 EA – An Environmental Assessment will be prepared. 

 EIS – An Environmental Impact Statement will be prepared. 
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Site Photographs 
Disposal of INDOT excess R/W 0.229 ac 

Code: 4230 Parcel: 9 
 
 

 
Facing south from the north side of the parcel. 

 
 

 
Facing southwest from the northeast corner of 

the parcel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Facing northwest from the southeast corner 

of the parcel. 
 

 
Facing south from the west side of the 

parcel. 
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SITE VISIT FORM 

 
Des # ____Code 4230__Parcel 9_________     Project # ___STP-082-2 (020)_________________            
Road # _US 52____________________     Type of Road Project __Sale of Excess INDOT R/W_________ 
Description of area (either general location or exact location of parcel)__Parcel # 9( 0.229 acres of excess R/W) 
located at the intersection of US 52 and Meridian Road, 1.53 miles west of SR 9 in Hancock County___ 
Person completing this Field Check ____Aaron C. Lawson__________ 
 
1.  Has a Red Flag Investigation been completed?  X Yes □ No 
 
Notes: 
 
2.  Right-of-Way Requirements:   
     X No New ROW     □ Strip ROW     □ Minor Take     □ Whole Parcel Take     □ Information Not Available     
  
Notes: 
 
3.  Land Use History and Development: (Industrial, Light Industry, Commercial, Agricultural, Residential,  
  Other – also, indicate source of data: visual inspection, aerial photos, U.S.G.S. topo maps, etc.) 
 

Setting (rural or urban):   Rural (visual inspection, aerial GIS photos, USGS topo maps)   
                                                                                                

Current Land Uses:   Vacant land / INDOT excess R/W                                                                                             
 
Previous Land Uses:   Residential property      
 
Adjacent Land Uses:    Agricultural and residential properties     
 
Describe any structures on the property:                                                                                                                    

 
4.  Visual Inspection: Property Adjoining     Property Adjoining  
      Property      Property 

Storage Structures:     Evidence of Contamination: 
Underground Tanks __NO__ _NO_  Junkyard  _NO_  _NO_             
Surface Tanks  __NO__ _NO_  Auto Graveyard _NO_  _NO_             
Transformers  __NO__ _NO_  Surface Staining _NO_  _NO_             
Sumps   __NO__ _NO_  Oil Sheen  _NO_  _NO_             
Ponds/Lagoons __NO__ _NO_  Odors   _NO_  _NO_             
Drums   __NO__ _NO_  Vegetation Damage _NO_  _NO_             
Basins   __NO__ _NO_  Dumps   _NO_  _NO_             
Landfills  __NO__ _NO_  Fill Dirt Evidence _NO_  _NO_             
Other   __NO__          _NO_  Vent pipes or fill pipes_NO_  _NO_  

        Other   _NO_  _NO_ 
 

5.  Is a Phase I, Initial Site Assessment required?   X Yes  □ No 
This project involves the sale of excess R/W and will require a Phase I Investigation per Ken McMullen of the 
INDOT OES. 
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Date:  April 9th, 2009 
 
 
To:  Aaron Lawson 
  INDOT – Greenfield District 
  32 S. Broadway Street 
  Greenfield, IN 
  alawson@indot.IN.gov 
 
From:  Kenneth McMullen, CHMM 
  Hazardous Materials Unit Supervisor 
  Office of Environmental Services 
  Indiana Department of Transportation 
  100 N Senate Avenue, Room N642 
  Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
Re:  Project: STP‐082‐2 (020) 
  Code: 4230 
  Parcel #: 9 
  0.229 acres of INDOT excess R/W to be sold (Des 9800840) 
  US 52 and Meridian Intersection (northeast quadrant), 1.53 miles west of SR 9 
  Hancock County, Indiana 
 
Narrative: 
This project  involves  the disposal of 0.229  acres of  INDOT excess R/W  resulting  from  the project  completion of Des 
9800840 located at the intersection of US 52 and Meridian Road in southern Hancock County. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 

Infrastructure  
Indicate items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item within the ½ 
mile radius will/will not impact the project: 

Other road projects  Des 9800840  Airports   

Cemeteries    Hospitals   

Railroads    Recreational Facilities   

Religious Facility    Schools   

Trails    Pipelines  X 
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Explanation: 
The  intersection  improvement project with added  turn  lanes under Des 9800840 has been completed and  the house 
that once stood on the property has been demolished and will not impact the excess R/W transaction. Although within 
the half‐mile radius investigation area, the pipelines are located outside the vicinity of the 0.229 acres of excess R/W and 
should not be of concern during this transaction. 
 
 
Supervisory concurrence:     KBM  (Initial) 
 

Water Resources 
Indicate items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item within the ½ 
mile radius will/will not impact the project: 

Canal Routes – Historic    Canal Structures – Historic   

Wetland Line    Floodplain‐DFIRM  X 

Rivers and Lakes    Wetlands  X 

Wetland Points    Lakes – Impaired*   

Streams – Impaired*    Cave Entrance Density   

Sinkhole Areas    Karst Springs   

    Sinking‐Stream Basins   

  * Reason for impairment, if applicable: 
 
Explanation: 
Although within  the half‐mile  radius  investigation area,  the wetland and  floodplain  (according  to  the Flood  Insurance 
Rate Map provided by FEMA) are  located outside  the vicinity of  the 0.229 acres of excess R/W and should not be of 
concern during this transaction. No additional waterway permitting should be necessary for this transaction. 
 
 
Supervisory concurrence:     KBM  (Initial) 
 

Mining/Mineral Exploration 
Indicate items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item within the ½ 
mile radius will/will not impact the project: 

Oil Wells    Gas Wells   

Mines – Surface    Mines – Underground   

Petroleum Fields  X     

 
Explanation: 
Although within the half‐mile radius  investigation area, the petroleum field  is  located outside the vicinity of the 0.229 
acres of excess R/W and should not be of concern during this transaction. 
 
 
Supervisory concurrence:     KBM  (Initial) 
 
Ecological Information  
From  the county  listing of  the  Indiana Natural Heritage Data Center,  information on endangered,  threatened, or  rare 
(ETR) species and high quality natural communities: 
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One  terrestrial  species  (vertebrate)  from  the  federal  list of Endangered,  Threatened  and Rare  Species  List  is  located 
within Hancock County, but is not indicated to be within the half‐mile radius of the excess R/W. Due to the scope of this 
project, no potential for contact with endangered, threatened or rare species is anticipated. 
 
 
Cultural Resources 
 
It was determined by  the  INDOT Cultural Resources Department  that  the APE boundary  for  the previous  intersection 
improvement project under Des 9800840 incorporated the house on this parcel which was not found to be eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore the house was demolished due to R/W requirements. Shaun Miller of 
the INDOT Cultural Resources Department concluded that INDOT’s “finding of no historic properties affected” concurred 
by the SHPO via letter dated 7‐25‐03 is still valid and no further Section 106 consultation is necessary. 
 
 
Supervisory concurrence:   KBM    (Initial) 
 

Hazmat Concerns 
Indicate items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item within the ½ 
mile radius will/will not impact the project: 

Confined Feeding Operation    Construction Demolition Waste   

Industrial Waste Sites    Leaking UG Storage Tanks   

Open Dump Waste Sites    NPDES Pipe Locations   

NPDES Facilities    Corrective Active Sites   

Restricted Waste Sites    Septage Waste Sites   

Solid Waste Landfills    Superfund Sites   

Tire Waste Sites    Underground Storage Tanks   

Voluntary Remediation Program    Brownfields   

Waste Transfer Stations   
Waste Treatment Storage 

Disposal 
 

Manufactured Gas Plant    State Cleanup Site   

Etiological Waste Site    Lagoon   

IDEM 303d Listed Streams*    303d Listed Rivers*   

303d Listed Lakes*       

  * Reason for impairment, if applicable: 
 
Explanation: 
No Hazardous Material Concern sites were observed within the half‐mile radius of the excess R/W location. 
 
 
Supervisory concurrence:     KBM  (Initial) 
 
Recommendations 
 
Due  to  the  scope  of  this  project,  no  potential  for  contact  with  any  associated  hazard  listed  within  this  report  is 
anticipated. However, a Phase I Investigation will be completed since the excess R/W is to be sold. 
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Appendix D

Ecological Site Evaluation
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ECOLOGICAL SITE EVALUATION FORM 
 

 
Road:  __US 52___    Des. No:  _LA Code 4230-9___ Project No:  _STP-082 (020) _ County: _Hancock County____ 
Project Description:  ____Sale of 0.229 acres of INDOT excess R/W______________ 
Project Location:  _Intersection of US 52 and Meridian Road, 1.53 miles west of SR 9_______________ 
Natural Region and Section:  _Central Till Plain Region, New Castle Till Plains________________ 
8-Digit Watershed:  _05120204____ USGS Quadrangle:  _Fountaintown Quad____ Soil Survey Map Sheet __N/A___ 
 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY BY LAND USE TYPE 
Permanent Right-of-way       Temporary Right-of-way  
Land Use Type R/W (ha) R/W (ac)  Land Use Type R/W (ha) R/W (ac) 

Commercial 0 0  Commercial 0 0 
Industrial 0 0  Industrial 0 0 
Residential 0 0  Residential 0 0 
Agricultural 0 0  Agricultural 0 0 
Wooded 0 0  Wooded 0 0 
       
Total Perm R/W 0 0  Total Temp R/W 0 0 
 
Is the project located in an urban or a rural setting?  __Rural______ 
Is land use in the project changing?  Yes    No If yes, explain:   __________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
QUADRANT DESCRIPTION 
Northeast _Residential and agricultural____________________________________________________________ 
Northwest _Agricultural_________________________________________________________________________ 
Southeast _Residential__________________________________________________________________________ 
Southwest _Residential__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
STREAM INFORMATION 
Channel Width:____N/A___   Channel Depth:_____N/A___   Maximum Water Depth in Channel:  __N/A___        
Substrate Material: (circle one) silt  sand  gravel  loose rock bedrock 
Flow Velocity:  (circle one) stagnant  slow  moderate swift  rapid 
Does the stream contain riffle/pool complexes?   Yes No 
Does the stream contain meanders within the proposed right-of-way? Yes No 
Is channel work proposed as part of this project? Yes No If yes, describe: ___________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Is aquatic flora present? Yes No If yes, please list: ________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Is aquatic fauna present? Yes No If yes, please list: ________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
TERRAIN 
Immediate Area:  Depressed Flat  Gently Rolling  Rolling  Hilly 
Extended Area:  Depressed Flat  Gently Rolling  Rolling  Hilly 
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TERRESTRIAL WILDLIFE 
Fauna Observed or Indicated 

Class1 Common Name Scientific Name Indication2 

None Observed    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
1Mammal, Bird, Reptile, or Amphibian 
2Observed Animal, Tracks, Scat, Homes, and/or Markings 
 
Dominant Flora Observed 

Strata1 Common Name Scientific Name Wetland Indicator2 Location3 

None Observed     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
1Overstory, Understory, Vine, or Herbaceous 
2UPL, FACU-, FACU, FACU+, FAC-, FAC, FAC+, FACW-, FACW, FACW+, or OBL 
3Floodplain, Depression, or Upland 
 
 
SOILS INFORMATION 
 
Abbreviation Soil Name Soil Texture Drainage Class1 Hydric Soil Status2 Location3 

N/A      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
1ED-Excessively Drained, WD-Well Drained, MWD-Moderately Well Drained, SWPD-Somewhat Poorly Drained, PD-Poorly Drained, VPD-Very 
  Poorly Drained 
2H-Hydric Soil, HI-Contains Hydric Inclusions, NH-Non-Hydric 
3Floodplain, Depression, or Upland 
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ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES 
Is this project located within the range of any Federally Endangered or Threatened Species?   Yes    No 
If yes, please list below. 

Common Name Scientific Name Status Suitable Habitat Present 
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered Yes      No 
   Yes      No 
   Yes      No 
   Yes      No 
   Yes      No 
 
Will any of the above listed species be impacted by the planned improvements?   Yes    No 
 
 
NATURAL AREAS 
Are there any natural areas located within 5 miles of the project area?   Yes    No 
If yes, please list below. 

Property Name Ownership Proximity to Project 
None Observed   
   
   
   
   
 
Will any of the above listed properties be impacted by the planned improvements?   Yes    No 
 
 
WETLAND INFORMATION 
Are wetlands mapped within or adjacent to project limits?  Yes   No 
If yes, please list below. 

Wetland Type Abbreviation Location within Project Confirmed in Field? 
None Observed   Yes    No     Undetermined 
   Yes    No     Undetermined 
   Yes    No     Undetermined 
   Yes    No     Undetermined 
   Yes    No     Undetermined 
   Yes    No     Undetermined 
   Yes    No     Undetermined 
   Yes    No     Undetermined 
 
Were any of the following wetland indicators observed in or adjacent to project limits? 
    Yes No Location within Project 
Standing Water   ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Saturated Soil   ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Depressional Areas   ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Water Marks on Trees  ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Drift Lines   ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Fluted Tree Trunks/Roots  ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Sediment Deposits  ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Water Stained Leaves  ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
Other___________________ ___ _X_ ________________________________________________________ 
 
Is there a potential for impacts to jurisdictional wetlands as a result of the planned improvements?   Yes   No 
Comments:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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GENERAL PROJECT COMMENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performed by:  __Aaron C. Lawson___ 
Date:  ___4/8/2009_____ 
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