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SCOPE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 

Public Involvement No:    X Possible:  

Comments: No public controversy is expected.   

Relocation of residences/businesses/etc.* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: No relocations will be necessary. 

Right-of-way in acres (permanent and temporary)* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: Property will only be sold to willing buyers.  Applicable Federal regulations will be followed. 

Added through-traffic lanes – length* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: No through-lanes will be added. 

Permanent alteration of local traffic pattern* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There will be no alteration of local traffic patterns.   

Facility on new location or realignment* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There will be no new alignment or realignment of existing roads. 

Disruption to public facilities/services  (such as schools, emergency 
service) No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There will be no disruption to public service providers.   

Involvement with existing bridge(s)   (Include structure number(s) No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There are no bridges within the limits of the excess property.   
 

 
 

INVOLVEMENT WITH RESOURCES 

Watercourses Impacted (linear feet) No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There will be no construction in waterways as part of this project 

Other Surface Waters (such as ponds, lakes, reservoirs, in acres) No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There will be no construction in water bodies as part of this project. 
 

Wetlands (acres)* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There will be no adverse impacts to wetlands as part of this project.   
 

Disturbance of Terrestrial Habitat (acres) No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There will be no construction which adversely affects habitat as part of this project.   
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INVOLVEMENT WITH RESOURCES 

Karst Features  No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There are no karst features present in this County nor is it part of the Karst MOU.  

Threatened and Endangered Species Present/Impacted* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: No endangered species will be impacted. 

Impacts to Sole Source Aquifer*  No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There is no known Sole Source Aquifer located in the Vincennes District. 

Flood Plains (note transverse or longitudinal impact) No:    X Possible:  

Comments: The project will not alter flood elevations. 
 

Farmland (acres) No:    X Possible:  

Comments: This project is not of a type which will affect farmland.   

Cultural Resources (Section 106)* No:    X Possible:  

Comments: 

With regard to above-ground resources, no buildings are located on this parcel.  Nonetheless, the State and 
National Register of Historic Places lists for Spencer County were checked by an INDOT- Cultural 
Resources Section (CRS) historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification 
Standards per 36 CFR Part 61.  No properties on these lists are located adjacent to the parcel.  The nearest 
listed resource is the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial National Historic Landmark, which according 
to GIS mapping estimates, is located over 1 mile to the southwest.  Additionally, the Spencer County 
Interim Report of the Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory was referenced (2001; Carter 
Township).  The properties recorded nearest this parcel are three houses (Site Nos. 147-147-10053, 147-
147-10054, and 147-147-10055 on the map on page 24).  All of these properties are rated “contributing,” 
indicating they likely does not possess the level of historical or architectural significance necessary to be 
National Register eligible.  According to GIS mapping estimates, Site No. 147-147-10053 is located over 
0.25 mile to the northeast of the parcel, while Site No. 147-147-10054 is located approximately 0.2 mile to 
the east of the parcel.  Site No. 147-147-10055 immediately abuts this excess parcel to the north.  Online 
street view photography confirms the “contributing” rating of this house, a modest post-World War II era 
cottage.  It does not appear to possess historical or architectural significance.  INDOT does not think that 
the sale of this parcel is an activity that has the potential to cause effects on any above-ground resources 
eligible for or listed in the National Register.  
 
This parcel does not contain any significant archaeological sites. See Attachment 2 for SHPO Concurrence 
Letter. 

Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Resources * No:    X Possible:  

Comments: There are no Section 4(f) or 6(f) resources involved. 
 

Air Quality Non-attainment Area No:    X Possible:  

Comments: 
This projects is exempt from air quality analysis in accordance with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2.  This 
project is not of air quality concern; therefore, it will have no significant impact on air quality. 
 

Noise Analysis Required* No:    X Possible:  
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INVOLVEMENT WITH RESOURCES 

Comments: This project is not a Type I project.  In accordance with 23 CFR 772 and the INDOT Traffic Noise Policy 
(FHWA concurrence on February 26, 2007), these actions do not require formal noise analysis. 

Community/Economic Impacts No:    X Possible:  

Comments: No negative impacts are anticipated for the established communities. 

Environmental Justice No:    X Possible:  

Comments: 
Any property to be sold will be sold to willing buyers.  No disproportionate adverse impacts to protected 
populations are expected. 
 

Hazardous Materials No:    X Possible:  

Comments: A Red Flag Investigation was performed on this location, and no area of concern was found. See 
Attachment 3. 

Permits No:    X Possible:  

Comments: Permits are not required for this project. 

*Criteria used for determination of CE Level.  See threshold table below. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS:  

 
If any archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, federal law and regulations (16 USC 
470, et seq.; 36 CFR 800.11, et al.) and State Law (IC 14-21-1) require that work must stop immediately and that the 
discovery must be reported to the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology in the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources within 2 business days.  INDOT’s Cultural Resources Section in INDOT Environmental Services (INDOT ES) 
shall also be notified. (Required) 
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Categorical Exclusion Level Thresholds 
 

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Relocations None ≤ 2 > 2 > 10 
Right of way1 < 0.5 acres < 10 acres ≥ 10 acres ≥ 10 acres  
Length of added through 
lane 

None < 1 miles ≥ 1 mile ≥ 1 mile 

Permanent Traffic 
pattern alteration 

None None Yes Yes 

New alignment None None < 1 mile ≥ 1 mile2 
Wetlands < 0.1 acres < 1 acre < 1 acre  ≥ 1 acre  

Stream Impacts 

≤ 300 linear feet of 
stream impacts, no 

work beyond 75 feet 
from pavement 

> 300 linear feet 
impacts, or work 

beyond 75 feet from 
pavement 

N/A N/A 

Section 4(f)* None None None Any impacts 
Section 6(f) None None Any impacts Any impacts 

Section 106 

“No Historic 
Properties Affected” 

or falls within 
guidelines of Minor 

Projects PA 

“No Adverse Effect” 
or “Adverse Effect”  

N/A If ACHP involved 

Noise Analysis Required No No Yes3 Yes3 

Threatened/Endangered 
Species* 

“Not likely to 
Adversely Affect”, or 

Falls within 
Guidelines of USFWS 
9/8/93 Programmatic 

Response 

N/A N/A “Likely to Adversely 
Affect” 4 

Sole Source Aquifer 
Groundwater 
Assessment 

Detailed Assessment 
Not Required 

Detailed Assessment 
Not Required 

Detailed Assessment 
Not Required 

Detailed Assessment 
Required 

Approval Level 
• ESM5 
• ES6 
• FHWA 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 

 
Yes 
Yes 

 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

*These thresholds have changed from the March 2009 Manual. 
1Permanent and/or temporary right of way. 
2If the length of the new alignment is equal to or greater than one mile, contact the FHWA’s Air Quality/Environmental Specialist. 
3In accordance with INDOT’s Noise Policy. 
4If the project is considered Likely to Adversely Affect Threatened and/or Endangered Species, INDOT and the FHWA should be consulted to determine whether 
 a higher class of document is warranted. 
5Environmental Scoping Manager 
6Environmental Services 
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100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (317) 232-5161   

 
 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., Governor 
Michael B. Cline, Commissioner 

 
8 March, 2012 

 
Chad Slider 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
402 West Washington Street, Room W274 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46204 
 
 
Re: An Archaeological Records Check and Phase Ia Reconnaissance for the disposal of INDOT excess parcel #6 along US 

231 (LA Code 3099) in Spencer County, Indiana. 
 
Dear Mr. Slider, 
With regard to archaeological resources, Indiana Department of Transportation, Cultural Resources Office (INDOT-CRO) 
personnel who meet the Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61 completed a Phase 
Ia archaeological investigation for the above references project. There were no archaeological sites located within this land 
parcel, purchased during the US 231 realignment. An archaeological reconnaissance of the parcel located no cultural materials 
and so no additional archaeological work is recommended.  
 
With regard to above-ground resources, no buildings are located on this parcel.  Nonetheless, the State and National Register of 
Historic Places lists for Spencer County were checked by an INDO-CRO historian who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Professional Qualification Standards per 36 CFR Part 61.  No properties on these lists are located adjacent to the parcel.  The 
nearest listed resource is the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial National Historic Landmark, which according to GIS 
mapping estimates, is located over 1 mile to the southwest.  Additionally, the Spencer County Interim Report of the Indiana 
Historic Sites and Structures Inventory was referenced (2001; Carter Township).  The property recorded nearest this parcel are 
three houses (Site Nos. 147-147-10053,  147-147-10054, and 147-147-10055 on the map on page 24).  All of these properties 
are rated “contributing,” indicating they likely does not possess the level of historical or architectural significance necessary to 
be National Register eligible.  According to GIS mapping estimates, Site No. 147-147-10053 is located over 0.25 mile to the 
northeast of the parcel, while Site No. 147-147-10054 is located approximately 0.2 mile to the east of the parcel.  Site No. 147-
147-10055 immediately abuts this excess parcel to the north.  Online streetview photography confirms the “contributing” rating 
of this house, a modest post-World War II era cottage.  It does not appear to possess historical or architectural 
significance. Furthermore, it was noted by the archaeologist that the barn associated with this structure has been destroyed. 
INDOT does not think that the sale of this parcel is an activity that has the potential to cause effects on any above-ground 
resources eligible for or listed in the National Register.    
 
Please review the enclosed archaeological report and advise us of its acceptability and recommendations.  If there are any 
questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact Mr. David Moffatt of this section at (317)-233-3703. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Staffan D.  Peterson 
Cultural Resources Administrator,  
Office of Environmental Services 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
 
SDP/CDM/cdm 
Cc.: INDOT Office of Environmental Services, Cultural Resource Section project file
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Driving Indiana’s Economic Growth 
 
100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2216  (317) 232-5348  FAX: (317) 233-4929 

 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., Governor 
Michael B. Cline, Commissioner 

 
Date:    May 11, 2012            
 
To:  Kelly Cummins 
  Environmental & Scoping Engineer 

Indiana Department of Transportation 
Vincennes District 
3650 US Highway 41 South 
Vincennes, IN  47591 

  kcummins@indot.in.gov 
    
From:  Kenneth Gill 

Hazardous Materials Unit 
  Environmental Services 
  Indiana Department of Transportation 
  100 N Senate Avenue, Room N642 
  Indianapolis, IN 46204 
  kgill@INDOT.in.gov 
 
Re:  RED FLAG INVESTIGATION 

LA Code 3099, Parcel 6 
  Excess Property for Disposal 
  New US 231, 150 feet south of CR 1700 N 
  Spencer County, Indiana 
 
NARRATIVE 
 
INDOT  acquired  Parcel  6  for  the  construction  of  new  US  231.  A  portion  of  the  parcel  was  not  used  in  the  new 
construction  and  has  been  declared  to  be  surplus  or  excess  land.  This RFI  documents  environmental  and  ecological 
issues on  the parcel and on a one half mile buffer  zone  from Parcel 6. This RFI  is  required before  the parcel  can be 
disposed of.  The report is divided in to relevant sections, and contains maps and aerial photography.  
 
SUMMARY 
 

Infrastructure  
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item 
within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, please indicate N/A: 

Other road projects  N/A  Airports  N/A 

Cemeteries  1  Hospitals  N/A 

Railroads  N/A  Recreational Facilities  N/A 

Religious Facilities  N/A  Schools  1 

Trails  N/A  Pipelines  N/A 

Managed Lands  N/A     
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EXPLANATION: 
 
Cemeteries:  Richardson Cemetery is located less than ½ mile to the south and is sufficiently distant from the parcel as to 
be of no concern.  
 
Schools:  North Spencer County School is located less than ½ mile to the southwest and is sufficiently distant from the 
parcel as to be of no concern.  
 
 

Water Resources 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item 
within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, please indicate N/A: 

Canal Routes – Historic  N/A  Canal Structures – Historic  N/A 

NWI Wetland Lines  4  Floodplain‐DFIRM  1 

NWI Wetland Polygons  8  NWI Wetland Points  1 

Rivers & Streams  5  Lakes  8 

IDEM 303d Listed Rivers and 
Streams 

N/A  IDEM 303d Listed Lakes  N/A 

Cave Entrance Density  N/A  Sinkhole Areas  N/A 

Karst Springs  N/A  Sinking‐Stream Basins  N/A 

 
 
EXPLANATION: 
 
NWI Lines:  Four (4) NWI Lines are located in the ½ mile buffer and should not affect the sale of the parcel.  The nearest 
line is to the southwest of the subject parcel and is separated from the parcel by US 231. 
 
NWI Points:  One (1) NWI Point is located almost ½ mile to the southeast and is sufficiently distant from the parcel as to 
be of no concern.  
 
NWI Polygons:  Eight (8) wetlands are located within the ½ mile buffer and should not affect the sale of the parcel.  The 
wetland/pond  located  adjacent  to  the  subject parcel  is now part of US 231.    Further  consultation with  Ecology  and 
Permits should be conducted to see if the sale of the parcel will be affected. 
 
Rivers  and  Streams:   Three  (3)  intermittent  and  two  (2) perennial  streams  are  located within  the ½ mile buffer  and 
should not affect the sale of the subject parcel. 
 
Lakes:  Eight (8) perennial lakes/ponds are located within the ½ mile buffer and should not affect the sale of the subject 
parcel. 
 
Floodplain‐DFIRM:   The parcel  is  located at  the edge of a  floodplain.   Further  consultation with Ecology and Permits 
should be conducted to see if the sale of the parcel will be affected. 
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Mining/Mineral Exploration 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item 
within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, please indicate N/A: 

Petroleum Wells  2  Petroleum Fields  N/A 

Mines – Surface  N/A  Mines – Underground  N/A 

 
EXPLANATION: 
 
Petroleum Wells:  Two (2) inactive petroleum wells are located north of the parcel and are sufficiently distant from the 
parcel as to be of no concern.  
 
Ecological Information  
 
From the Spencer County listing of the Indiana Natural Heritage Data Center, information on endangered, threatened, or 
rare (ETR) species and high quality natural communities: 
 
• 3 aquatic species, 3 terrestrial species (3 vertebrate/0 invertebrate), 4 avian species, and 27 vascular plants from the 
state list  
• 0 aquatic species, 2 terrestrial species  (2 vertebrate/0  invertebrate), 1 avian species, and 0 vascular plants from the 
federal list  
• 0 state and/or federal habitats listed  
 
Research  into  the  Indiana Heritage database  revealed no  state or  Federal ETR  species within  a ½ mile  radius of  the 
subject  parcel.    If  Early  Coordination was  completed  prior  to  submission  of  the  red  flag  for  review  and  IDNR  has 
commented, those comments can be included in place of the above process. 
 
 
Cultural Resources 
 
The Cultural Resources review indicated that the sale of the subject parcel is an activity that does not have the potential 
to  cause  effects  on  any  above‐ground  resources  eligible  for  or  listed  in  the National  Register.   As  for  archeological 
resources, a Phase 1a Reconnaissance was conducted for the subject parcel and  it was recommended that sale of the 
parcel  proceed.   The  archaeology  report was  submitted  to  the  SHPO  for  review,  and  the  SHPO  concurred with  the 
archaeology report recommendations in a letter dated April 5, 2012. 
 
 

Hazmat Concerns 
Indicate the number of items of concern found within ½ mile, including an explanation why each item 
within the ½ mile radius will/will not impact the project.  If there are no items, please indicate N/A: 

Brownfield Sites  N/A  Corrective Action Sites (RCRA)  N/A 

State Cleanup Sites  N/A  Superfund Sites  N/A 

Voluntary Remediation Program  N/A  Institutional Control Sites  N/A 

Manufactured Gas Plant Sites  N/A  Industrial Waste Sites  N/A 

Underground Storage Tanks (USTs)  N/A 
Leaking Underground Storage 

Tanks (LUSTs) 
N/A 

Confined Feeding Operations  N/A  Septage Waste Sites  N/A 



www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Construction Demolition Waste  N/A  Infectious/Medical Waste Sites  N/A 

Lagoon/Surface Impoundments  N/A  Open Dump Sites  N/A 

Restricted Waste Sites  N/A  Solid Waste Landfills  N/A 

Tire Waste Sites  N/A  Waste Transfer Stations  N/A 

Waste Treatment, Storage, and 
Disposal Sites (TSDs) 

N/A  NPDES Facilities  N/A 

NPDES Pipe Locations  N/A     

 
EXPLANATION 
 
There are no hazardous materials concerns on the subject parcel or in the ½ mile buffer. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Include recommendations from each section.  If there are no recommendations, please indicate N/A: 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE:  N/A 
 
WATER RESOURCES:   
 
NWI Polygons:  Eight (8) wetlands are located within the ½ mile buffer and should not affect the sale of the parcel.  The 
wetland/pond  located  adjacent  to  the  subject parcel  is now part of US 231.    Further  consultation with  Ecology  and 
Permits should be conducted to see if the sale of the parcel will be affected. 
 
Floodplain‐DFIRM:   The parcel  is  located at  the edge of a  floodplain.   Further  consultation with Ecology and Permits 
should be conducted to see if the sale of the parcel will be affected. 
 
MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION:  N/A 
 
ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION:   Research into the Indiana Heritage database revealed no state or federal ETR species 
within a ½ mile radius of the subject parcel.  If Early Coordination was completed prior to submission of the red flag for 
review and IDNR has commented, those comments can be included in place of the above process. 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES:   The Cultural Resources review  indicated  that  the sale of  the subject parcel  is an activity  that 
does  not  have  the  potential  to  cause  effects  on  any  above‐ground  resources  eligible  for  or  listed  in  the  National 
Register.    As  for  archeological  resources,  a  Phase  1a  Reconnaissance was  conducted  for  the  subject  parcel.    Both 
activities were submitted to the SHPO for review, and a response will be forwarded when received. 
 
HAZMAT CONCERNS: N/A 
 

Supervisory concurrence:    
          May 11, 2012 
 
Prepared by: 
Kenneth Gill 
Project Manager, Hazardous Materials 
INDOT Environmental Services 
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Graphics: 
 
A map  for  each  report  section with  a ½ mile  radius buffer  around  all project  area(s)  showing  all  items  identified  as 
possible items of concern is attached.  If there is not a section map included, please change the YES to N/A: 
 
GENERAL SITE MAP SHOWING PROJECT AREA:  YES 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE:  YES 
 
WATER RESOURCES:  YES 
 
MINING/MINERAL EXPLORATION:  YES 
 
HAZMAT CONCERNS:  N/A 
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Red Flag Investigation - Mining/Mineral Exploration Map
US 231 - 200 Feet South of CR 1700

LA 3099, Parcel 6, Excess Parcel
Spencer County, Indiana
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