Appendix F: First Public Involvement and Stakeholder

Appendix Page 15 of 313



PRESS RELEASE

Sanitary District of Michigan City - 1100 E. 8 Street - Michigan City, IN 46360

For more information contact:
Al Walus. General Manager
(219) 874-7799

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 1, 2006

Public Meeting for Trail Creek
Water Quality Improvements Announced

Michigan City, IN - The Sanitary District of Michigan City is moving forward with
the planned update of the 1993 Trail Creck Watershed Plan. A public meeting has
been scheduled to kickolt these efforts for Wednesday, February 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.,
at the City Hail Council Chambers in Michigan City. The public is encouraged (o
attend this first Public Involvement and Stakeholder Meeting and provide input on

concerns regarding Trail Creek water quality issues.

“Because of the Sanitary District’s daily involvement with Trail Creek water quality
issues, the Michigan City Board of Public Works and Safety has designated the
Samitary District as the temporary *City [.ead Agency’ to not only reconvene the 1993
Trail Creck Watershed Plan partictpants, but to reach out to new stakehslders and
arganizations in order to obtain broad input and consensus concerning our invaluable

and critical water resource: Trail Creek,” Mayor Chuck Oberlie said.
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“T'he key to success in this watershed plan update 15 the participation and inclusion of
local citizens and as many public and private institutions as possible. Recent
cooperative ¢fforts in stormwater management throughout all of LaPorte County have
laid the foundation to begin tackling this difficult regional problem of pollution in
‘frail Creek. Pollution from Trail Creek has closed beaches in Washington Park and
has resulted in the expenditure of Federal funds to continualiy dredge the navigable
waterways of Trail Creek. These are regional issues and require input from residents

threughout the 59 square mile Trail Creek watershed.”

The Unity Foundation of LaPorte County is a sponsoring agency for this effort to
create a walershed plan for Trail Creek which will address the current Indiana
Department of Environinental Management classification of Trail Creek as an
“impaircd waterway™ wilh respeet to the levels ol E. coli found in the stream’s water.
Maggi Spartz, President of the Unity Foundation said, “The environment is one of our
areas of mterest. We had the chance to make a larger grant and wanted to do
something that would improve Trail Creek for generations o come. Working

collaboratively with others is the only way to make that happen.”

The current task involves updating the existing 1993 Trail Creek Watershed
Management Plan and bringing Lhe plan into compliance with current day watershed
plan standards. The completion of the Trail Creek Walershed Plan update, scheduled
for December of 2006, will allow Michigan City, LaPorte County, the Town of Trail
Creek. and various public and private institutions to apply for additional grant money
from 1he Inditana Department of Envirenmental Management and others to implement
projects within the Trail Creek watershed aimed at reducing non-point source

pollution and enhancing water quality.
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The agenda of the first Public Involvement and Stakeholder meeting on February 8th
will inciude an historical overview of Trail Creek watershed planning; a summary of
water sampling results from the past vear: the identification of problem issues

affecting the Trail Creek watershed: and an open discussion with all atlendees.

Subsequent mectings will be scheduled over the next several months at locations
spread throughout the watershed in Springfield Township and Coolspring Township.
These meetings will be open to the pubiic and allow for many opportunities for public

involvement with the plan development.

The Traii Creek watershed encompasses an area of 59 square miles throughout paits
of Michigan Township, Coolspring Township. Springficld Township and Center
Township. The watershed extends as far south as the 1-80 Toll Road and as {ar cast as

Statc Road 39.
For questions regarding the project or participation, please contact Al Walus at Lhe

Sanitary District of Michigan City at 219-874-7799_ or Christine Meador at American
Consulting, Inc. at 317-547-5580.
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