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Little Calumet River Watershed Management Plan 

 
The Little Calumet River Awareness Day: Water Quality Education and Outdoor 
Recreation Event was held at Indiana University Northwest on Saturday, October 
13, 2007.  The event took place at the North Parking Lot -33rd and Broadway in 
Gary, Indiana.   
 
Advertisement for the awareness day was conducted via the flyer included in this 
appendix.  A perception survey was handed out at the awareness day to the public 
participants to gather knowledge from the public.  This survey was also 
conducted in an Indiana University Northwest Environmental Engineering class.  
A blank copy  of this survey can be found after the advertisement flyer with the 
completed surveys located in the back of the appendix.  The summarized results 
of the survey can also be found in this appendix.   
 
The sign-in sheet from the awareness day is included along with the testing 
results from the day.  Joe Exl conducted chemical monitoring, biological 
monitoring, and a citizen’s qualitative habitat evaluation form.  Other events 
taking place that day included a river walk which included a worksheet that listed 
native plants that could be found by participants.   
 
As part of the Little Calumet River Awareness Day a public handout was given to 
participants that listed ways in which they could help the water quality by 
changing simple tasks around the house.  This handout is also included in this 
appendix.   
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Strongly 

Agree Agree Not Sure 
 

Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

I know where the Little Calumet River 
is located in my community (starts and 
stops). 14 22 14 9 17 

I often or sometimes use the river or 
areas around the river for recreation. 0 16 6 21 33 

I know where I can access the Little 
Calumet River for fishing or other 
recreation. 3 14 22 15 22 

Better access or signs would increase 
the likelihood I would use the river. 11 26 17 9 13 

I am uncertain if the river is safe for 
recreation or fishing. 17 16 31 6 6 

I assume the river is polluted and I 
shouldn't get near it. 9 21 30 13 3 

I don't think there is anything I can do 
to improve the water quality in the 
river. 4 6 29 25 12 

The river is as healthy as it can be since 
it is running though several cities. 2 6 30 18 20 

I know that there is a 
pedestrian/bicycle trail along the top of 
the Little Calumet River Levee. 5 12 34 13 12 

The river is an asset/benefit to my 
community. 13 19 29 8 7 

Flooding is what I think about most 
when I hear people talk about the river. 10 26 13 20 7 
I wish the river were cleaner. 29 27 18 1 1 

I would support efforts to restore 
natural areas around the river. 26 32 14 2 2 

Improving water quality in the river is 
low on my priority list for things the 
government should work on. 6 13 20 25 12 

I live in the Little Calumet River 
Watershed. 7 4 33 15 17 

**Yellow highlight represents the most popular response for each question. 
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When asked the question: “Regarding the river my biggest concerns are:” the 
following responses were received. 
 

• IDEM has failed to finish its studies on mercury and other pollutants in the river.  I 
believe IDEM has its interests in protecting industry not the environment.  $1.5 million 
study is not complete and not a priority to IDEM. 

• US Steel dumping toxins, etc. 
• Sewage runoff into Lake Michigan during periods of high rainfall through the Burns 

waterway. 
• Where are the bike trails in the Black Oak area? 
• Flooding in Black Oak 
• Fishing and Swimming 
• Flooding 
• Flooding, fishing, recreation, safety 
• Pollution 
• Clean it up, make sure it’s a healthy ecosystem for animals and people. 
• Cleanliness 
• Water pollution 
• Where is the river? 
• Not being clean 
• The dangerous effects of the overall scenario of these things. 
• Contaminants 
• I don’t know where it is. 
• Can it be effectively used for the community without any consequences? 
• Don’t care.  Sorry. 
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