Prevention of Exposure to Lead Policy
Policy: ___________________________ (CHILD CARE FACILITY NAME) will minimize the risk of exposure of staff and children to lead in the child care environment.

Background:  Lead is highly toxic and can be found in old paint, stains, and varnishes, dust from industrial fumes and vehicle exhausts, soil, and some consumer products,such as  toys. It is an accumulative toxin and excessive exposure can affect children’s brains and nervous systems. Low levels of lead in the blood can have a detrimental effect on intellectual, psychomotor and behavioral development. Children under six are particularly at risk as they may ingest lead in dust, soil and paint by putting their hands in their mouth.  
As a member of the Five Star Environmental Recognition Program, our facility has fully implemented the following policy.
Practices:

To reduce the exposure of children and staff to lead, ___________________________ (CHILD CARE FACILITY NAME) will:

· For all child care facilities:

· Not accept donated toys or furniture unless they are tested for lead and determined to be lead-free.
· Track recalls.  Any recalled item will be properly removed from the facility within five business days of recall notification.
· Keep bare soil covered on the playground.
· Encourage parents to have children’s blood lead level tested.
· Use a door mat and wipe or remove shoes before entering the house, classroom, etc..
· Encourage children to wash their hands after playing outside.
· For child care facilities built prior to 1978:
· Train staff annually on the lead poisoning prevention and procedures for reducing lead hazards specific to our facility.  (Includes teachers, kitchen staff, maintenance staff, cleaning staff, and health care staff.  In addition, contractors will be notified of this policy and of their responsibilities for ensuring children and staff are not exposed to lead hazards due to their work at the facility.)

· Use lead certified renovators to conduct work where any paint may be disturbed including remodeling and repair/maintenance, electrical work, plumbing, painting, carpentry, and window replacement. Any exemptions must have pre-approval from the Indiana Five Star Environmental Recognition Program at 317-232-8172.
· Promptly repair chipping and peeling paint when it does not require disturbing existing paint.  If existing paint must be scraped or otherwise disturbed in order to repair, hire a lead certified contractor.
· Use lead safe cleaning practices, including only use wet dusting and mopping, wet dusting window sills regularly (weekly) with soap and water, and wash children’s toys, bottles, and pacifiers often and always after they fall on the floor.  Stuffed toys in particular accumulate dust and should be washed often.
· Flush cold water pipes and water fountains for 30 seconds prior to cooking or drinking each morning.
· Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula.
· Maintain a written plan for managing and eliminating all known lead hazards at this facility.  The plan is available by contacting the child care director.
· Remove visible paint chips in the soil.
· Do not dry sand, dry dust, dry sweep, vacuum (without a HEPA filter) in these areas; these activities will spread the contamination throughout the building.  Do not burn, torch or use heat guns in these areas.  High pressure water washing is not recommended because it will spread the chips and dust widely.  Do not use abrasive blasting or sandblasting.  The use of chemical paint removers that contain methylene chloride are not recommended since the exposure to the chemical itself may be hazardous.
