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Hoosier employers are encouraged to get ready to rumble during the 2008 Ozone Knockout campaign!  Through simple changes in professional and personal habits, all Hoosiers businesses can help make a positive difference in air quality by reducing ground-level ozone.

Objectives of the Corporate Challenge

The corporate challenge is designed to take a positive approach to recognizing businesses that implement measures to reduce ground-level ozone during the Ozone Knockout Campaign, June 16 through June 30, 2008. Read on to learn what your business can do to deliver the knockout punch to ozone and gain recognition for your efforts!
Simple Things Employers Can Do
1. Start or encourage a ride-share program for employees.

2. Allow employees to work a flexible schedule and commute during non-peak driving times.

3. Buy a bike rack for your employees and encourage them to use it, or allow employees to keep their bicycles safely indoors.

4. Encourage employees to pack a lunch and eat in or walk to lunch.
5. Reschedule maintenance activities using gas-powered equipment until after 7 pm.

6. Reschedule facility maintenance activities using paints and solvents until after 7 pm.
7. Turn off all equipment and lights when not in use.
8. Take fleet vehicles for a maintenance check.

9. Recycle office products.
10. Sign up for SmogWatch e-mails, IDEM’s air quality notification Web site at http://www.smogwatch.IN.gov and alert employees of Air Quality Action Days.
Simple Things Employers Can Encourage Their Employees To Do
1. Carpool, use public transportation, walk or ride a bike to work.

2. Work a flexible schedule. Commute during non-peak traffic periods.

3. Pack a lunch and eat in or walk to lunch.

4. If you must drive during lunch, skip the drive through to avoid idling.

5. Fill work vehicle gas tank during the cool evening hours to reduce evaporation.
6. Use water-based paints and solvents at home.

7. When replacing old lawn equipment, purchase electric or rechargeable replacements.

8. Mow lawn and use other gas-powered equipment only after 7 pm.
9. Turn off computers and lights when not in use.

10. Reuse and recycle as many items as possible.
How to Receive Recognition for Your Company
The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) will honor businesses that implement innovative or highly effective programs aimed at reducing ground-level ozone and otherwise improving air quality in Indiana.

Objectives for Voluntary Actions
IDEM encourages all voluntary actions to be innovative, diverse and effective!
1. Innovative – Are your actions creative, motivating and encouraging good environmental stewardship habits in your employees or the community?
2. Diverse – Will your program reach beyond your company to others?
3. Effective – Does your program motivate people to make changes that would ultimately result in air quality improvement? When it may be difficult to measure quality improvements for certain programs, positive changes in behavior can be documented.

Pledge to Be Air Aware and Part of the Solution to Pollution
Tell IDEM what you are doing so your environmental contribution can be recognized! 
To participate in the Ozone Knockout Corporate Challenge, tell us about your voluntary emission reduction or air quality measures during the Ozone Knockout Campaign 2008. Contact Amy Bukarica at (317) 233-1179 or abukarica@idem.in.gov or Sarah Raymond at (317) 232-8449 or sraymond@idem.in.gov.
