Central Indiana Air Quality Advisory Group

Meeting Notes from January 23, 2009

Attendees:

Dan Murray (IDEM)

Scott Deloney (IDEM)

Chris Pedersen (IDEM)

Rob Elstro (IDEM)

Sarah Raymond (IDEM)

Amy Bukarica (IDEM)

Shawn Seals (IDEM)

Mark Derf (IDEM)

Gale Ferris (IDEM)

Anita Beverly (CICS)

Kiran Avadhawhlo (Indy MPO)

Stephanie Belch (Indy MPO)

Bill Beranek (IEI)

Laura Bollinger (IEI)

John P. Thomas (Area Plan Commission of Tippecanoe County)

Dan Weiss (Duke Energy)

Rachel Christenson (MCCOG)

Ryan Smith (MCCOG)

Jerry Bridges (MCCOG)

Jean Farison (Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce)

Pam Fisher (IEDC)

Angelique Oliger (IPL)

Ehren Bingaman (CIRTA)

Mike Terry (IndyGo)

Kimberly Crame (Allison Transmission)

Bernie Paul (Eli Lilly and Co.)

Richard Wise (City of Indianapolis)

Monica Dick (City of Indianapolis)

Jennifer Kharchaf (Envirotest Systems)

Janet McCabe (IKE)

Dick VanFrank (IKE)

Laurence Brown (INDOT)

Jeff Quyle (Morgan County)

Christine Altman (Hamilton County)

Mike Graham (Hendricks County)

Mike Dale (Hancock County)

Larry Heil (FHWA)

Lisa Cauldwell (Marion Cty Health Dept)

Information Presented:

· 2006-2008 Ozone Data (Scott Deloney)

· Ozone Designation Schedule (Scott Deloney)

· 2006-2008 PM 2.5 Data (Scott Deloney)

· 24-hour PM 2.5 Designations (Scott Deloney)

· Modeling Results with Clean Air Interstate Rule (Scott Deloney)

· Office of Air Quality Initiatives (Dan Murray)

· Clean Air Quest Outreach Campaign (Scott Deloney)

· Central Indiana Regional Transit Authority Update (Christine Altman)

· IndyGo Update (Mike Terry)

· Direction of Central Indiana Air Quality Advisory Group (Scott Deloney)

Meeting Notes

Q = Question          C = Comment

A = Answer             R = Response

Indiana Air Quality Update:

1997 8-hour ozone standard
Lawrenceburg Township in Dearborn County still nonattainment (tied to the Cincinnati area).  Lake and Porter counties are pending redesignation.  

2008 8-hour ozone standard
Thirteen monitors above the new standard.  Recommendations for nonattainment areas are due in March 2009.  Final nonattainment areas will be based on where counties are at the end of 2009.   U.S. EPA intends to keep the boundaries for the 2008 8-hour ozone standard the same as they were for the 1997 8-hour ozone standard.  Every area for the 2008 8-hour ozone standard will be designated under Subpart 2 and classified as Marginal, Moderate, Serious or Severe and additional requirements to reach attainment will be necessary based on the classification.  Central Indiana has five monitors that are above the new standard, and currently falls under a Marginal category but no additional mandates would be required.  

Annual PM 2.5 Standard

Quality assured data for PM 2.5 for 2008 is now available and can be found at http://www.epa.gov/aqspubl1/select.html.  The only monitor in the state that still violates this standard is in Jeffersonville (Clark County).  SW Indiana and NW Indiana redesignation petitions are pending.  Central Indiana is now eligible for redesignation. 

24-hour PM 2.5 Standard

On December 22, 2008, U.S. EPA designated 13 counties and 5 townships as nonattainment based on data from 2005-2007.  Quality assured data for PM 2.5 for 2008 is now available and can be found at http://www.epa.gov/aqspubl1/select.html.  During the meeting, IDEM indicated that it appears that there are no monitors in Indiana that are over the 24-hour PM 2.5 standard.  However, this is subject to change once the deign values are quality assured based on the required substitution, etc. IDEM has until February 20 to send this data along with a cover letter to U.S. EPA requesting counties that attain the standard be taken off the designated nonattainment list.  The effective date of designations will be sometime in April 2009 (90 days after date of publication in the Federal Register).  

New Lead Standard

October 15, 2008 U.S. EPA lowered the lead standard.  The only monitor in the state that violates this standard is in Delaware County.  Recommendations for nonattainment areas are due in October 2009.  

CAIR Update

On December 23, 2008, U.S. EPA remanded CAIR.  The CAIR rule will remain in place until a new rule is in effect.  The summer program for CAIR is essentially the same as the NOx SIP Call and we don’t see much benefit from CAIR for ozone, though there is a larger effect for PM 2.5, since it is a year-round pollutant.  There are other federal and state reductions coming soon that are not factored into the modeling, such as degreasing, stage 1 vapor recovery, consumer products and architectural and industrial maintenance coating rules and the mobile source air toxics rules.  

Monitoring Network Update

Locating a new PM 2.5 monitor in Hamilton County.  

These questions and comments relate to the presentation on air quality:  

Q:  What was the weather like for 2008? (Bill Beranek)

A:  2008 ozone season summary report available at http://www.in.gov/idem/files/Ozone_Season_Summary_2008.pdf details the meteorological conditions for 2008.  There were more 90° F days than normal in 2008 and the southern part of the state had more 90° F days than the northern part of the state.

Q:  Is there an option for an Early Action Compact?  (Dan Weiss)
A:  No, we will never see this option again.  Denver failed to attain the 1997 ozone standard after taking an Early Action Compact.  U.S. EPA set mandated controls for Denver for an aggressive attainment date, and stated that they would not do that again for any areas of the country. 

Q:  With the current economy, car sales are not happening.  Will we see an older fleet and an increase in emissions in the modeling?  (Jeff Quyle)

A:  No, the fleet assumed in the modeling is based on a certain point in time.  Vehicle registration data, average age and classification from 2005 are currently being used and it is assumed that this data stays the same in the future.  We are currently seeing a decrease in turnover in the fleet, but the new cars that are coming into the fleet are lower emitting vehicles (more cars and less trucks/SUVs)

Q:  Do you see a consistent downward trend in PM 2.5 air quality data? (Bernie Paul)

A:  Yes, compared to where we started from, there is a downward trend.  Depending on the wind direction different monitors are influenced, but overall the air quality is improving.  The urban excess of PM 2.5 has stayed consistent over time while the regional component has gotten smaller.  The values themselves are not increasing, there is still a downward trend.  

Q:  What is the local impact at the speciation monitor in Marion County? (Dan Weiss)

A.  Three major components to PM 2.5 data:  sulfates, nitrates and organic carbon.  IDEM is working on a PM 2.5 study for an urban vs. rural comparison.  Sulfates are high in the summer, nitrates are high in the winter, organic carbon is constant year-round.  We are seeing a large decline in NOx trends and sharp drops in SO2, but organic carbon has stayed constant.  

Q:  What is the cause of the higher values for the new Lead standard in Delaware County?  (Janet McCabe) 

A:  There have been two incidents (a malfunction and a failure of a baghouse) at a particular source in Delaware County which have resulted the higher values at the lead monitor in that county.  IDEM is working with the facility through compliance and we should see lower values in the future.  

Office of Air Quality Initiatives

The State of Indiana has been participating in the National Governor’s Association of Greenhouse Gases.  Dan Murray is one of IDEM’s representatives on this workgroup. Legislation is anticipated, though there are problems with regulating greenhouse gases under the CAA because of the permitting thresholds.

IDEM is not renewing contracts with local air agencies and bringing IDEM-related permitting, compliance and monitoring activities in-house.  More information about the local agencies can be found at http://www.in.gov/idem/5334.htm.  

IDEM has moved the enforcement staff back into the program areas to provide better service and integrate compliance and enforcement to resolve noncompliance cases in the most effective and efficient manner.  

These questions and comments relate to the Office of Air Quality Initiatives.   

Q:  Can we expect to see the same level of engagement for duties that were once covered by the local agencies? (Bill Beranek)

A:  IDEM will maintain the monitoring network and will be hiring  three new staff members to help with the duties related to the monitors.  IDEM plans on providing a consistent level of services across the state  for everything else.

Q:  A request was made for data on cost and efficiency relating to permitting.  (Jean Farison)

A:  Dan Murray said that can be provided if requested. 

Q:  At the local level who handles interaction with health departments, local emergency planning, commissioners, etc.?

A:  In areas where IDEM has a regional office, the Regional Directors take a lead role.  Here in Central Indiana, Dan Murray and Tom Easterly serve in this capacity with other managers as needed depending on the topic.

Q:  Sources  will want to know if they will be regulated at both the state and local level.  (Bernie Paul)

A:  IDEM does not have authority to prevent any local unit of government from having a duplicative air pollution control program.  Air permits issued by IDEM will continue to permit entities to operate in the State of Indiana and will include all applicable state and federal requirements. 

C:  SIP development is a mechanical exercise handled by the state.  Economic, quality of life, and public health issues may be more local.  Local controls are not considered permanent and enforceable for SIP purposes.

C:  A request was made for a more progressive stance on climate change. 

Clean Air Quest Campaign

IDEM is in the process of developing a year-round outreach campaign for multi pollutants which will engage both citizens and business.  

These questions and comments relate to the Clean Air Quest Campaign.   

C:  IndyGo has a “Clean Air Pass” to use so there are no Air Quality Action Days.

C:  From a business perspective it seems to me that this already exists, it’s called the Central Indiana Clean Air Partnership. (Bernie Paul)

C:  Take inventory of all the programs out there, see what other cities are doing and improve upon them.  (Christine Altman)

C:  Encourage year round education, keep framework you have but figure out how all the other programs out there can fit under your umbrella. (Jerry Bridges)

C:  Talk to InShape Indiana about how to change personal behavior. (Janet McCabe)

C:  Quest sounds like a journey that may never be reached, not sure it’s the best word to use.  (Janet McCabe)

C:  It’s really about changing personal behavior and daily commuting practices before an action day occurs.  (Mike Terry)

Central Indiana Regional Transit Authority Update

The first spoke of the fixed route went to public hearing, CIRTA is looking to maximize existing routes and looking for money for the project.  Visit http://www.cirta.us/ for more information.  

These questions and comments relate to the update from CIRTA.   

Q:  There is currently only one track that the fair train uses.  Are there plans to put in another track or improve the existing one somehow? (Bill Beranek)

A:  Yes, there are plans to improve the existing track. Right of way could allow for another track to be put down next to the current track or pull asides, allowing only one track but places for a train to pull aside letting another one go by.  (Ehren Bingaman)
IndyGo Update

Ridership was up in 2008 despite the inadequacies in the system.  The demand for mass transit is there.  New fare increases became effective on January 1, 2009.  Biodiesel soy fuel was discontinued due to the price of the fuel.  Currently have retrofits on 1/3 of the fleet but not going to do the rest due to a clogging problem.  Looking to start up the Greenwood express route in late February and hope to do an express route from Hendricks County as well.  Visit http://www.indygo.net/ for more information. 

Knozone Program Update

Knozone is currently in the process of redoing it’s website.  New website will link to social networks like Facebook, MySpace, have the ability to download widgits for action days and have an online game.  Knozone will also be partnering with the Pacers for a few events.  Visit http://www.knozone.com/Pages/home.aspx for more information.

Direction of Central Indiana Air Quality Advisory Group

These questions and comments relate to the Direction of the Central Indiana Air Quality Advisory Group.

C:  One purpose of this forum could be to bring issues to Dan Murray’s attention.

C:  More communication between the meetings to keep people informed on what’s going on and to share documents.

C:  The meetings should be about more than SIP status.  Participants could look for collaborative opportunities.

C:  Focus on the economic development factor.

C:  This group may need to have a broader planning focus such as voluntary reduction efforts, improving quality of life, and proactive planning to reduce emissions.  Is IDEM willing to lead on non-regulatory efforts?

C:  Participation from collar counties was really good today.  Long term planning should focus on the goals of the entire group such as quality of life improvements, economic development and public health not just meeting the air quality standards.   

C:  Send out a list of suggested purposes for the group within the next 30 days and have everyone comment on them.

C:  Have quarterly meetings, next meeting in 90 days or so (April 2009)

