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Easterly Comments about BP’s wastewater permit

IDEM issues permits that protect human health and the environment. This permit was the result of substantial citizen participation and EPA provided review prior to its issuance. The permit does not provide exceptions or allowances but holds the company to limits that are as protective or more protective than federal water quality requirements.

Like you, I see Lake Michigan as a valuable natural resource that deserves special protection and consideration. I share your concern about water quality and appreciate everyone’s efforts to improve Lake Michigan.
At IDEM we are working to protect water quality by issuing environmental permits that meet regulatory requirements and requiring companies to meet their legal permit limits

Debunk Myths

Many stories have been published in the past few days that contain factual errors and I would like to set the record straight.

IDEM has made no exceptions to state or federal water quality regulations in order to issue the wastewater treatment permit to BP.

The permit requires the company to follow tight state and federal laws to ensure high-quality water.  The plant’s discharge will not affect the drinking water, recreation or aquatic life in Lake Michigan.
All wastewater must be treated before it is released.  The new permit has restrictions and monitoring never before required for this facility. The increase in ammonia is still limited to one half of the federal requirement. The increase in suspended solids makes the permit similar to the limits imposes on a small sized city.
No ‘sludge’ will be dumped into Lake Michigan. Sludge is a by-product of wastewater treatment and must be disposed of so it cannot reach the water.  
IDEM protects valuable water resources, including Lake Michigan, by making sure facilities that should be permitted have valid, legal permits. We inspect permitted facilities to verify they are meeting permit limits and we take action against those who do not meet their environmental obligations.

The plant’s discharge will not affect the drinking water, recreation or aquatic life in Lake Michigan
