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Rural Development B Indiana State Office

July 6, 2011

Indiana Commission on Women
402 W. Washington St. Rm. IGCS
Suite W252

Indianapolis, IN 46204

RE: Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers

USDA has announced a process that allows us to provide significant relief to Hispanic
and women farmers and ranchers who were unjustifiably denied farm loan program
benefits between 1981 and 2000 because of their ethnic background or gender. Together
with the Department of Justice, USDA is offering an option for settlement under a unified
claims process. This process included extensive outreach and notice efforts to Hispanic
and Women farmer communities so that all eligible farmers will be given an opportunity
to participate.

The goal is to try to inform as many potential claimants as possible. Would you kindly
post the attached English and Spanish language notice in your office to provide
information to the public regarding the USDA’s efforts to compensate those who were
denied USDA program benefits because of their ethnicity or gender?

Inquiries about the claims process are to either call 1-888-508-4429 or visit the claims
process website at https://farmerclaims.gov.

Sincerely,
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Dena M. Downham
Hispanic/Women Farmer Rancher Outreach Coordinator

5975 Lakeside Boulevard, Indianapolis, IN 46278-1996
Phone: (317) 290-3100 ¢+ Fax: (317) 290-3095 » TDD: (317) 290-3343 « Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/in

Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).






