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Yianna Seibold, a fourth-grader at Southside Elementary School in Columbus, expressed her love for her state in this picture she drew 
for the 2016 Student Art Contest/Cooperative Calendar of Student Art. The calendar was a Bicentennial Legacy Project sponsored by 
Indiana Electric Cooperatives and its magazine, Electric Consumer.

Photo credit: Indiana Electric Cooperatives/Electric Consumer
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A milestone anniversary brings the opportunity 
to not only reflect upon the past, but also to 
contemplate the future. As Indiana celebrated 

its bicentennial in 2016, Hoosiers had many 
opportunities to explore and celebrate our proud 
history and to focus on what lies ahead for our state 
and our children.

It has been a high privilege and an extraordinary 
pleasure to work with many of Indiana’s most 
dedicated and talented citizens over the past five 
years as we made plans to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of Indiana statehood. We were extremely 
honored to be appointed by Gov. Mitch Daniels to 
serve on the Indiana Bicentennial Commission and 
make plans to celebrate this special year. We extend 
our special thanks to the hardworking staff of the 
Commission, whose commitment and initiative were 
beyond measure. 

Following in the footsteps of Indiana’s 1916 
Centennial Commission, one of our goals was to 
make the bicentennial celebration a grassroots effort, 
one that would be meaningful for all—from those 
living in the smallest towns to our largest cities. 
Thousands of citizens and organizations throughout 
the state stepped up to answer the Commission’s call 
to create Legacy Projects that would enhance their 
communities. Far exceeding our initial goal of 200 
Legacy Projects, by the end of the bicentennial year 
we had reached the previously unimaginable total 
of 1,650. All were focused on one or more of the 
four pillars of the bicentennial: nature conservation, 
historical celebration, community involvement, and 
youth and education. Many of them will continue to 
make an impact far into the future.

We witnessed countless examples of Hoosier 
dedication, creativity, humor, humility, persistence 
and pride—qualities that gave us a renewed 
appreciation for all that makes Indiana great, and 
more determined to do everything we can to make 
our great state even better.

This book serves as the final product of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission. In it, we attempt to 
summarize the thousands of projects and events that 
highlighted Indiana’s 200th birthday celebration. 

We hope this document illustrates the care and 
vigor with which the people of Indiana marked 
this 200th year of statehood, and that it serves as a 
road map for future celebrations. Along with many 
other records and memorabilia connected with the 
bicentennial, this book will be housed in the Indiana 
State Archives for use by future scholars and curious 
Hoosiers alike.

May the legacy of Indiana’s bicentennial be that we, 
as Hoosiers, took the initiative to “Ignite the Future” 
and to make our communities, counties and state 
the best places they can possibly be. While we will 
remember 2016 with pride, we must not forget to 
act. Above all, we hope that Indiana’s bicentennial 
sparked many of the nearly 6.6 million Hoosiers with 
the creativity, dedication and energy to ignite change 
that will impact generations far into the future.

Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioners 

Lee Hamilton, Co-chair
Becky Skillman, Co-chair
Sarah Evans Barker
Rep. Charlie Brown
Steve Ferguson
Tony George
P.E. MacAllister
James Madison
Mickey Maurer
Mary McConnell
Jim McCormick
Sen. Jim Merritt
Ellen Rosenthal 
Randall Shepard
Brenda Gerber Vincent
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I first met Phillip Shreve, a high schooler from 
Valparaiso, through his mom. Daniela Mancusi-
Shreve wrote to let me know what Morgan 

Township Middle-High School was doing to 
commemorate Indiana’s bicentennial through the 
efforts of her son and the enthusiastic support of 
his principal, Chris George. An all-school assembly 
was planned that would feature Indiana music, a 
talk by a local historian, and—after some finagling 
of schedules—me, speaking to several hundred kids 
about the bicentennial. 

Because of Phillip’s interest in the state’s 
200th anniversary, we soon offered him another 
opportunity. When we found that the Clifford the 
Big Red Dog outfit loaned to us for our Hoosier 
Homecoming event would not fit our intern Clint, 
we reached out to Phillip. Though he’s generally a shy 
young man, he agreed to don the Clifford costume. 
He was a wonderful bicentennial ambassador that 
day, sharing hugs and having his photo taken with 
hundreds of kids and families. In May 2017, I was 
invited to Phillip’s Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
ceremony. Although I couldn’t attend, I certainly was 
there in spirit—I had made yet another new friend, 
thanks to the bicentennial.

Phillip truly embraced the wonder of the 
celebration we envisioned for Indiana’s special 
moment in history, and his story is just one among 
thousands. In this final report of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission, I hope you experience the 
same feeling of wonder and excitement I witnessed 
in every Indiana county in the year leading up to the 
bicentennial, as Hoosiers shared their own stories of 
what makes our state great.

Folks pondered the derivation of the word 
“Hoosier,” painted bison statues (and, in many cases, 
researched why there is a bison on the state seal), 
held dances and pageants, led tours and nature walks, 
planned bicentennial-themed fairs and festivals, 
and created books, songs, plays and other works 
of art. They built monuments, painted murals, 
restored cemeteries, created parks and honored 
their forefathers and today’s everyday heroes and 
exceptional young people. 

And they had fun, embracing the Bison-tennial 
public art project and creating the Bicentenni-Ale 
beer competition, Beecentennial, Bi-cemeterial, Bike-
Centennial, and—my favorite—the BicenTWINial. 

There were more serious projects, too, encouraging 
Hoosiers to be healthier, exercise, care for their 
babies, study and learn. Businesses, service groups, 
libraries, museums, historical societies, schools, 
congregations and associations all stepped up to 
take on projects and to provide volunteers, products, 
services and funds that helped make the bicentennial 
year meaningful and memorable.

There were big projects with statewide reach, to be 
sure: Bicentennial Plaza; the Statehouse Education 
Center; the Lincoln Highway Signage Project; the 
Bicentennial Torch Relay; commemorations by the 
Indianapolis Colts, Indiana Pacers, Fort Wayne 
TinCaps and Indianapolis Fuel; the Bicentennial 
Visioning Project, and many more you will read 
about in this report. However, it was the local Legacy 
Projects that carried the bicentennial’s true message 
of celebrating the past and igniting the future. Every 
county participated in its own way. While the four 
main themes of historical celebration, community 
involvement, nature conservation and youth and 
education helped guide their efforts, each project 
was unique—and accomplished with characteristic 
Indiana humor and humility. There were 1,650 
Legacy Projects—too many to list in this book—but 
you can find information on every one of them at 
www.indiana2016.org. After reading this report, I 
hope you are moved to learn more about them and 
share them with your family and community.

Please read this final report with an understanding 
that the celebration of this singular moment in 
history was long in the planning and outstanding in 
execution. Tens of thousands of Hoosiers proposed, 
led or participated in those 1,650 Legacy Projects. 
Thousands were involved in the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay, and thousands more attended the Hoosier 
Homecoming and Ignite the Future events. The 
Commission’s goal was to make the bicentennial 
accessible to all 6.5 million people in Indiana’s 92 
counties and 560 communities. I wish all of them had 

INTRODUCTION

Opposite page: Perry Hammock with Bison-tennial bison
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taken the time to be involved. For those who did take 
advantage of the opportunities this year presented, 
the experience was almost always one to remember. 

Over the first several months of 2017, I have 
travelled to all 92 counties, debriefing our amazing 
volunteer county coordinators and listening to their 
stories of the bicentennial year. Often, they were 
about the everyday heroes who participated or were 
honored: folks who weren’t necessarily the captains 
of industry or political leaders, but WWII veterans, 
those in active military service, students, first 
responders, teachers, mentors and volunteers. These 
are the people who have made their communities 
shine. It was a year to turn the spotlight on them, 
despite their humble denials, as a reminder that 
what we have is only possible through hard work, 
dedication and a love of family and home. 

Celebrations are important to the spirit. They are 
uplifting and lasting. Families gather, games are 
played, stories are told, old photos are brought out. 
Great-grandma’s favorite recipe is prepared and her 
story shared. History is brought to life and, at the 
end of the celebration, thoughtful consideration is 
given to the current state of things and how they 
can be improved for our most valuable resource: our 
children. We prepare their future, and their history 
begins in our footsteps. 

The volunteer Indiana Bicentennial Commissioners 
were an outstanding group of Hoosiers. They met 
nearly every six weeks for five years, lending their 
tremendous expertise to this monumental effort, 
always with a spirit of excitement and a keen 
awareness of the importance of their task. There was 
considerable debate at every meeting, but consensus 
was achieved and good decisions were made. They 
all have become friends as well as colleagues, and I 
will miss our interactions and banter. I know I speak 
for the entire Commission in lamenting the passing 
of Jim McCormick of Vincennes in May 2017. Jim 
was a gentleman, a visionary and dedicated public 
servant. He was faithful in fulfilling his role as a 
Commissioner and was an exemplary businessman, 
family man and community leader. 

I also was blessed to work with a tremendous 
team of staff and interns who came and went as 
our schedules and workloads changed or their 
graduations occurred. Staff members Chris 
Jensen, René Stanley, Valeri Beamer, Sam Alderfer, 
Adrienne Smith and Jylian Vigar were amazing. 
Their dedication, talent, and work ethic never 
failed to impress everyone they met. They made the 
bicentennial special, made sure our projects were 
completed on time and under budget, and had fun 
doing it. Interns and associates included Joan Boyer, 
Ariana Smith, Clint Walker, Hannah and Becca 
Kendrick, Rachel Beliles, Isabelle Ryerson and Kyle 
Sauley. They were excellent representatives of their 

schools: IU, Purdue, IUPUI, Butler, Xavier, University 
of Indianapolis, Berry College and Franklin 
College. Our interns, all Hoosiers, will no doubt be 
tomorrow’s leaders. Remember their names, as they 
may well have key roles in celebrating Indiana’s 250th 
birthday!

For me, helping to coordinate Indiana’s bicentennial 
celebration was the most meaningful, touching and 
lasting thing I have done in my career. With a wife 
who is a historian and teacher, and a daughter born 
on Statehood Day, it seemed predestined that our 
family should be involved. That same feeling was 
replicated in millions of Hoosier hearts and minds—
Indiana celebrated as a family. Our efforts were 
geared towards our progeny. Perhaps we, together, 
have been able to help our future citizens, parents 
and leaders continue to build Indiana’s communities 
through the countless inspirational and aspirational 
stories told during the bicentennial.

— Perry Hammock, Executive Director, Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission

May 2017

Bicentennial volunteer Phillip Shreve and Chris George, principal of 
Morgan Township Middle-High School in Valparaiso at the school’s 
bicentennial event on Oct. 24, 2016.

Indiana Pacemates present an “Indiana 200” jersey to the staff of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission at an Indiana Pacers game on  
Dec. 12, 2016.
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What is a Hoosier?
“Hoosier stands for work hard, and be kind, 
and be honest, and be kind and gentle with 
other people.”

—Betty Jo Adams, Evansville

“I think a Hoosier is a hardworking, honest, 
decent individual who believes in treating 
everybody like you’d like to be treated.”

—Ramon Arredondo, East Chicago

“I would say a Hoosier is someone industrious, 
strong of will, and if you’re any bit like me, kind 
of proud.”

—Roger Cook, author, “The Other Side of  
the Window”

“We are open … we are family oriented.”
—Eunice Trotter, Indianapolis, descendant of Mary 

Bateman Clark

“I think it’s pride in your family and pride in 
the area that you live in, no matter which part 
of the state you’re from, and really a resiliency 
to make the best out of what you can be.”

—Alice Smedstad, Crown Point

“I think a Hoosier is a perspective, and it’s an 
attitude, and it belongs in each one of us. And 
also it’s a pride. And it’s probably as different 
as Hoosiers are different.”

—Mark Dennis, Pastor, Walnut Ridge Friends  
Church, Carthage

Angola Balloons Aloft, Steuben County, July 8, 2016

Photo credit: Bill Eyster, Eyster Photo & Graphics

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Celebrate history.
Ignite the future.
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The goal of Indiana’s 2016 bicentennial 
celebration was to honor the state’s 200 years of 
history, but to do so in a modern way, engaging 

all 6.5 million Hoosiers and leaving a legacy for future 
generations. 

One hundred years ago, the lasting gifts of the 
state’s centennial celebration included the Indiana 
State Park system and the Indiana state flag. The 
heritage of the bicentennial includes nearly 13,000 
acres of protected land through the Bicentennial 
Nature Trust; a Statehouse Education Center, 
Bicentennial Plaza and the promise of a new State 
Archives; as well as a Visioning Project that generated 
big ideas intended to help guide the state’s progress 
over the next 50 years. The most enduring legacy, 
perhaps, is the development of initiatives that 
will brighten the future of the state’s children, an 
overarching initiative of the Commission. More than 
300 projects created for the bicentennial focused 
specifically on the health and well-being of Hoosier 
children.

Hoosiers lived up to their reputation of exceeding 
expectations: by the end of the bicentennial year, 
the Indiana Bicentennial Commission had endorsed 
1,650 Legacy Projects in all 92 counties that 
focused on the four bicentennial pillars of youth 
and education, historical celebration, community 
involvement and nature conservation. 

Genesis of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission 

In December 2011, then-Gov. Mitch Daniels 
appointed a commission, to be chaired by then-Lt. 
Governor Becky Skillman and former Congressman 
Lee Hamilton, to oversee the planning and execution 
of a statewide celebration for 
Indiana’s 200th birthday. 

“As a first initiative, I have 
asked them to oversee a 
Bicentennial Nature Trust, a 
statewide project to protect 
still more of our most precious 
natural spaces,” said Daniels. 
“On our 100th birthday, 
Indiana launched its state 
park system. A statewide 
conservation initiative is a 
fitting sequel and bequest from 
our second century to our 
third.”

In addition to oversight of 
the Bicentennial Nature Trust, 
the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission was given the following charges through 
an executive order and legislation passed by the 
Indiana House and Senate:

• Plan and develop activities appropriate to 
commemorate Indiana’s statehood.

• Encourage private organizations and local 
governments to organize and participate in 
activities that highlight the bicentennial.

• Help coordinate and promote bicentennial 
activities throughout Indiana.

• Consult with the budget agency on the 
expenditure of money from the state bicentennial 
capital account established by IC 4-12-1-14.9.

The Commission held an orientation meeting on 
Jan. 12, 2012. The original 12-member group grew to 
include 15 members over the next several months.

Planning 
The Commission’s first order of business was 

to determine a framework for the bicentennial 
celebration. One of its earliest published goals 
was to “foster a statewide observance of Indiana’s 
bicentennial that will highlight our past and energize 
us for our future.” A motto reflecting that aim was 
created and unveiled in 2013: “Celebrate History. 
Ignite the Future.” The motto was included in all 
bicentennial informational and marketing materials.

Commissioners endorsed four key “pillars” to 
serve as the guiding themes for all bicentennial 
projects: historical celebration, youth and education, 
community involvement and nature conservation. 

“We set out to engage all Hoosiers and all 
communities,” said Commission Co-chair Becky 
Skillman. “We were able to generate that enthusiasm 
and get buy-in statewide by forming a structure with 
92 county coordinators.”

In 2013, the Commission sent a letter to all county 
commissioners asking for their help in identifying 

candidates for the volunteer 
county coordinator positions. 
Once the coordinators were in 
place, the Commission shared 
information about statewide 
initiatives and encouraged each 
county to make its own unique 
bicentennial plans. In turn, 
county coordinators recruited 
their own network of local 
volunteers. 

In February 2013, First Lady 
Karen Pence accepted the 
Commission’s invitation to 
serve as its official Bicentennial 
Ambassador. “Our work is 
dedicated to building an 
Indiana that will make our 

children proud to call themselves Hoosiers,” she said, 
announcing plans to also visit one county per month 
as part of her bicentennial duties. 

“I have travelled the highways 
and byways of Indiana my entire 
life, visiting communities and 
natural areas in every county. 
But it was my involvement on 
the Bicentennial Commission 
that truly opened my eyes to 
the beauty, diversity, talent, 
commitment, generosity, 
breadth and scope of this 
amazing state and her citizens.” 
—Mary McConnell, Commissioner
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Gov. Mike Pence and First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador Karen Pence survey the Bison-tennial herd at the Indiana State Fair in August 2016.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

“One of my favorite memories in the lead-up to the bicentennial was [in the summer 
of 2016], when our Bicentennial Ambassador—First Lady Karen Pence—and I showcased 
the 1816 Constitution on the anniversary of the day in which it was signed in historic 
Corydon. That event really brought to life the history of our founding, in the very 
footprints of those who minted this state.” 

—Gov. Mike Pence

“I am so very proud of how every community has taken the bicentennial and made 
it their own. As I travelled the state, I visited with jewelers, gardeners, quilters, 
conservationists, teachers, historians, librarians and scores of wonderful children. To a 
person, they exhibited such a sense of wonder and excitement with the bicentennial, 
it took my breath away.”

—Karen Pence, First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador



4 | Executive Summary 

Signature Projects
To fulfill its charge to “plan and develop activities 

appropriate to commemorate Indiana’s statehood,” 
the Commission spearheaded 14 Signature Projects 
that included celebratory, inspirational and capital-
investment initiatives. All fulfilled the intention of 
creating forward-thinking projects intended to leave 
legacies. Several were supported by investment from 
the Indiana Legislature, and none would have been 
possible without private support.

■ Bicentennial Nature Trust (Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources)

The first Signature Project, the Bicentennial Nature 
Trust, was introduced by Gov. Mitch Daniels in his 
final “State of the State” address on Jan. 10, 2012. 
The bold goal was to make new public, protected 
land available within 20 miles of every Hoosier by 
providing funds that would help community partners 
acquire land for public parks, recreational spaces and 
conservation areas. 

More than 200 grant applications were submitted 
over a four-year period. The Bicentennial Nature 
Trust includes 185 endorsed projects in 66 counties. 
By May 2017, project-specific matching funds and 
additional programmatic support— including a grant 
from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust for 

Bicentennial Nature Trust

• 185 endorsed projects in 
66 counties 

• 143 completed projects as 
of May 2017

• Protects nearly 13,000 
acres 

• Preserves 20 square miles 
of land for current and 
future generations

• More than 200 grant 
applications submitted 
over a four-year period

• $69 million impact

Thanks to the Bicentennial Nature Trust, NICHES Land Trust acquired a 23-acre addition to Shawnee Bottoms Nature Preserve in Fountain County 
that completes the protection of a nine-acre pond. 

Photo credit: John Maxwell, Indiana Department of Natural Resources

“Our state’s centennial was celebrated by creating the Indiana parks system. On 
our state’s 200th birthday it is fitting to reflect how far we’ve come in conserving, 

reclaiming and protecting the magnificent ecological endowment given over to 
our collective stewardship. I remain profoundly grateful to those who led and 

all who participated in the course of saving Indiana’s natural treasures for 
generations to come.”

—Mitch Daniels, 49th Governor of Indiana, 2005-2013



Executive Summary | 5

administration and execution of the program—
brought the BNT’s total funding impact to  
$69 million. 

During 2012 and 2013, the Commission generated 
and solicited ideas for additional Signature Projects 
that would align with the four Bicentennial Pillars. 
Thirteen projects were approved, in the order listed 
below. For some, the Commission shared oversight 
responsibility with other agencies and organizations. 

■ Children of Indiana Nature Park (The 
Nature Conservancy)

This 30-acre park in Wayne County provides the 
opportunity for children in kindergarten through 
grade 12 to study plants, insects, trees and the 
earth. Students throughout the state can go online 
to register their own “Nature IN-deed,” which gives 
them ceremonial title to their one-square-meter 
parcel in the park. Twenty nature centers throughout 
the state have partnered in the project to ensure that 
all children have access to nature and environmental 
learning opportunities near their homes.

“The finale of our bicentennial has 
reflected a growing optimism about 
Indiana’s future opportunities. People 
frequently use words like momentum and 
cohesion, demonstrating a widespread 
conviction that our state can thrive and 
reform in the decades ahead.” 

—Randall Shepard, Commissioner

Fernando Hartzer, with his father, Craig, proudly presents his “Nature IN-deed” at a visit to the Children of Indiana Nature Park.

Photo credit: © Randall Schieber
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■ Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay (Indiana 
Office of Tourism Development)

Created to inspire and unify Hoosiers, the 3,200-
mile Olympic-style relay passed through all 92 
counties of the state and involved 2,242 torchbearers 
in September and October of 2016. The Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission invited people and 
communities to pass the torch to future generations 
to ignite our future. 

Photo credit: Ball State University

“It is so important to understand what 
the Torch Relay did for Indiana: It 
brought us together. It also was a thrill 
to see overwhelming Hoosier pride in 
the countless Legacy Projects in each 
county.”

—Sen. Jim Merritt, Commissioner

Bicentennial Torch Relay 
Statistics

• 3,226.35 miles

• 2,242 torchbearers

• 92 counties

• 262 cities and towns

• 37 days

• 6 days per week

• Averaged 86 miles per day Patrick Sharp carries the torch in the “Batmobile.”
Photo credit: Logansport Pharos-Tribune

Bicentennial Profile:  
Patrick Sharp

Patrick Sharp lives 11,000 miles from his 
hometown of Logansport, but he didn’t want 
to miss the opportunity to celebrate Indiana’s 
200th birthday. The 53-year-old veterinarian, 
who grew up on a Cass County farm, flew 
from his home in Perth, Australia, to serve as a 
torchbearer.

Sharp was surprised to learn that he had 
been nominated for the honor by three 
people: a friend from Thailand, one from 
the Philippines and his mother. “I was very 
honored and humbled to be selected,” he said.

When he arrived in Logansport, the CEO 
of the Animal Resources Authority was told 
that he would ride with the torch in a replica 
of the 1966 “Batmobile.” The car, made famous 
in the TV show “Batman,” was built by the 
Logansport company Fiberglass Freaks. Sharp’s 
mother, his aunt and his sister, a teacher at 
Pioneer High School, were among those lining 
the route cheering him on. 

Sharp said he comes back to Indiana as often 
as possible. “There’s no place like home. When 
you’re raised in a small town you get to know a 
lot of different people very well …. The people 
from my hometown are very genuine.”
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An Abraham Lincoln reenactor heads toward Bicentennial Plaza at 
Hoosier Homecoming.
Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Patrick Sharp carries the torch in the “Batmobile.”
Photo credit: Logansport Pharos-Tribune

“I will cherish the historical experience 
of serving on the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission and the fellowship with 
my fellow commissioners. My curiosity 
is piqued in wondering what planning 
for the state’s 250th anniversary will 
look like because of the fine work and 
roadmap being left by our staff.”

—Rep. Charlie Brown, Commissioner

■ Bicentennial Commemorative Medal
Fifty Indiana artists submitted nearly 100 designs 

in a competition to design the commemorative 
medal. The design of Vevay artist Donna Weaver 
was selected by a panel of judges. The medal features 
elements representing the state’s 200-year history, 
along with the state seal.

■ Bicentennial Commemorative Book
“Indiana at 200: A Celebration of the Hoosier 

State” is a coffee table book with essays, photographs, 
poetry and anecdotes that reflect on Hoosiers’ lives 
today and how the state’s 200-year history informs 
our present and shapes the future. 

■ Celebratory Events
Hoosier Homecoming, a family festival for all 

Hoosiers that attracted thousands of visitors, was 
held on the Statehouse grounds on Oct. 15, 2016. 

Celebrate Indiana: The Bicentennial Gala, 
held at the Indiana State Fairgrounds on Dec. 10, 
2016, honored the hundreds of Hoosiers who made 
bicentennial legacies possible. 

Ignite the Future, the final Commission-sponsored 
event of the bicentennial year, offered an inspirational 
celebration for Hoosier families on the actual 200th 
birthday of Indiana: Statehood Day, Dec. 11, 2016. 

■ Commemorative Capital Projects (Indiana 
Department of Administration)

Three Signature Projects were presented to the 
General Assembly in 2014. All were approved in a 
bipartisan fashion:

Statehouse Education Center 
This center enhances the experience of the more 

than 50,000 registered visitors to the Statehouse, 
80 percent of whom are children. Permanent 
and rotating exhibits highlight the roles of state 
government, voting, and the Statehouse and its 
history. The Center’s location in the Indiana State 
Library also encourages more use of the Library 
and Indiana Historical Bureau. The Center was 
dedicated on Oct. 15, 2016 as part of the “Hoosier 
Homecoming” bicentennial celebration.

Bicentennial Plaza 
Originally conceived as “Centennial Plaza” in 1913, 

this area to the west of the Statehouse encompassed 
three separate projects that provide landscaping, 
public art and community gathering places. The 
“Hoosier Homecoming” event was held on the 
plaza, and the plaza was dedicated during the day’s 
ceremonies on Oct. 15, 2016.

Indiana State Archives
A new Indiana State Archives that would enhance 

the protection of the state’s most important historical 

documents was one of the most ambitious planned 
projects. Indiana’s current Archives have been 
housed in a suboptimal location since being moved 
from the Indiana State Library in the late 1980s. 
The legislature approved the concept of a new 
building, but as of May 2017, funding has not yet been 
allocated.
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“Our fellow citizens were ‘all in,’ 
demonstrating in hundreds of impressive 
ways Indiana at her best as together we 
honored our noble past and prepared for 
a vibrant, productive, fair and just third 
century.” 
—Judge Sarah Evans Barker, Commissioner

“I am proud to be a Hoosier, especially 
this year. To be a part of this time in 
history is an honor. During this year 
kids have demonstrated what we are 
capable of as Hoosiers. The Girl Scouts 
worked to earn a special bicentennial 
patch. The Boy Scouts built cardinal 
nesting platforms. Students created 
a breathtaking mural in Columbus. 
Others painted the creative, quirky and 
beautiful fiberglass bison that are part of 
the largest statewide public art project 
in the country. Still others carried the 
bicentennial torch as it traversed the 
state. All of these accomplishments 
have been products of young students’ 
achievements, proving that children can 
do anything. So many Hoosiers have 
created legacy projects that demonstrate 
just what kids are capable of.”

—Tatum Parker, founder of Tatum’s Bags 
of Fun for children with cancer and 2014 

The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis 
Power of Children Award Winner, at Ignite 

the Future Celebration, Dec. 11, 2016

Tatum Parker speaks at the Ignite the Future Celebration.

Photo credit: Banayote Photography

Reenactors greet guests at the Torch Relay kickoff in Corydon.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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INDIANA BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
presents

HOMECOMING
HOOSIER

FREE FAMILY FUN
DOWNTOWN INDIANAPOLIS AT THE STATEHOUSE CAMPUS

SATURDAY
10.15.16

12 - 5PM
HUNTER SMITH BAND
COOK & BELLE
HISTORICAL RE-ENACTORS & MO

RE
!FOOD

TRUCKS
To learn more about Indiana’s Bicentennial Celebration, visit www.indiana2016.org

BICENTENNIAL
PLAZA & STATEHOUSE

EDUCATION CENTER
TORCH RELAY FINALE

THE TORCH RELAY WILL ARRIVE AT 4PM

■ Governor’s Arts Awards (Indiana Arts 
Commission)

Seven Hoosier artists and arts leaders were honored 
in a special bicentennial year celebration of the 
2015 Governor’s Arts Awards on April 9, 2016. The 
event marked not only the state’s 200th birthday, 
but also the 50th anniversary of the Indiana Arts 
Commission, the presenter of the biennial awards.

■ Bicentennial Visioning Project (Office of 
the Lieutenant Governor)

In this capstone project led by then-Lt. Gov. Sue 
Ellspermann, community leaders were invited to join 
in a series of in-depth discussions on current and 
future issues facing Indiana. Thirteen non-partisan, 
topic-focused discussions involving 114 community 
leaders took place between September 2015 and April 

2016. The groups’ 50 recommendations and ideas are 
highlighted in “The Bicentennial Visioning Project: 
A Collection of Big Ideas for Indiana’s Future.” 
The Sagamore Institute is developing strategies for 
implementing these big ideas.

“I celebrated with my brother who was 
a torchbearer in Jay County. It was a 
beautiful sunny but windy day standing 
along SR 27 waiting for the torch to 
arrive. We then went to the fairgrounds 
in Portland for a big party with food and 
fireworks. What a great day!” 

—Rose Waechter Meyer, Batesville



Legacy Projects
The concept of Legacy Projects was created to 

fulfill the Commission’s charge to “encourage private 
organizations and local governments to organize and 
participate in activities that highlight  
the bicentennial.” 

The Commission anticipated that communities 
would step up to the challenge of developing local 
events, programs and initiatives to celebrate the 
bicentennial. As plans for the Legacy Project concept 
came together in 2014, the Commission set a goal of 
having 200 endorsed Legacy Projects representing all 
92 counties by the end of 2016—a number mirroring 
Indiana’s years of statehood. That goal didn’t 
anticipate the passion and excitement of Indiana’s 
enterprising community volunteers. By Dec. 11, 
2016, the initial goal was exceeded by more than 800 
percent—with a total of 1,650 Legacy  
Projects endorsed.

The “Bison-tennial” public art project, believed 
to be the largest public art project in the nation, 
attracted the attention of Hoosiers throughout the 
state. More than 200 fiberglass bison sculptures 
were decorated by artists, students and residents of 
81 counties. The inspiration for the project, created 
by the Wabash County town of North Manchester 
and expanded statewide with support from the 
Indiana Association of United Ways, was the legacy 
of American Bison that roamed the historic Buffalo 
Trace in the era before Indiana statehood. 

The Commission placed special emphasis on 
ensuring that Legacy Projects represented the 
racial, ethnic and cultural diversity of Indiana. 
Commissioner and State Rep. Charlie Brown offered 
to lead a committee dedicated to purposefully 
engaging diverse groups in Indiana’s bicentennial. 
Commission staffers contacted more than 125 
agencies, organizations and individuals representing 
diverse groups and invited them to submit proposals. 
Eighty-five endorsed Legacy Projects specifically 
highlight Indiana’s diverse makeup, with many more 
including diversity as a secondary emphasis.

Along with the 1,650 Legacy Projects, an estimated 
500 additional bicentennial activities and events took 
place throughout the state. 
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Legacy Projects by the 
Numbers

• 1,650 Legacy Projects

• 18 – average number of 
Legacy Projects by county

• 350+ – number of Indiana 
communities, towns or 
cities with projects

• 66 – counties with both 
Legacy and Bicentennial 
Nature Trust Projects

Top Number of Projects 
by County

• Marion – 145

• Greene – 58

• Carroll – 46

• Allen - 45

• Lake - 41 

• Porter – 41

“I am so proud of the staff that executed 
a statewide engagement that has set 
a very high bar for how a state should 
come together to celebrate its heritage! 
Thank you to Becky and Lee for their 
leadership. And thanks to our First Lady 
Karen Pence for her tireless efforts 
throughout the state. Truly a remarkable 
Bicentennial Ambassador.”

—Tony George, Commissioner

“I am proud to be appointed to the 
Bicentennial Commission and proud 
of the work of that body. I would like 
to be considered for a place on the 
Tricentennial Commission.”

—Mickey Maurer, Commissioner
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Bicentennial Profile:  
“Bison Bill”

Martin County’s Bison-tennial bison 
“showed how a county can come together,” 
said Martin County Bicentennial Coordinator 
Marie Hawkins. “We were one on this 
project.” The “Bison Bill” statue received 
the “People’s Choice” award at the Indiana 
State Fair, winning votes from former Martin 
County residents living around the world 
and local soldiers who sent ballots from their 
stations in Iraq, Afghanistan and France. 
Former Martin County resident Debbie 
Patton donated 110 hours of work to paint the 
sculpture, which depicts the Martin County 
Museum (formerly the courthouse in West 
Shoals), Hindostan Falls on the east fork of 
White River, and Jug Rock, the largest free-
standing table-rock formation in the nation. 

Martin County’s award-winning “Bison Bill”

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

“My memories of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Torch Relay are of the places the torch 
visited, the torchbearers’ faces beaming 
with joy, the people lining the streets 
cheering, and our cities and towns 
dressed in gold and blue. The sounds of 
‘Back Home Again in Indiana’ and ‘On 
the Banks of the Wabash’ played on and 
on. It was just an absolute incredible 
experience to behold.” 

—Mark Newman,  
Indiana Department of Tourism



Public Meetings
The Indiana Bicentennial Commission held 38 

public meetings throughout the state over the course 
of five-and-a-half years—an average of one every six 
weeks—with a quorum attained at every meeting. 
At these meetings, the Commission endorsed 
Bicentennial Legacy Projects and heard update 
reports from bicentennial county coordinators, state 
agencies and partner organizations, and other groups 
planning bicentennial-related events and activities. 

Meeting locations included: 
• Indiana State Library
• Indiana State Museum
• Indiana State Fairgrounds
• Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site, Indianapolis
• Vincennes University
• Crane Naval Surface Warfare Center
• Leora Brown School, Corydon
• Lake County Public Library, Merrillville
• Fort Wayne History Center
• Columbus Visitors Center
• The Richmond Art Museum
• White County Courthouse, Monticello

Legislative Delegation 
Participation

All Indiana legislators received regular 
“Bicentennial Updates” specific to their districts. 
Presentations were made to the Indiana Senate and 
House in February 2015, and a Senate concurrent 
resolution was passed, introduced by Sen. Jim Merritt 
and presented in the House by Rep. Charlie Brown. 
Executive Director Perry Hammock also met with 
members of Indiana’s U.S. Congressional delegation. 
All 11 Federal Congressional offices were involved in 
the bicentennial through sponsorship of the Indiana 
Art Project. In the nation’s capital, recognition of 
the state’s 200th anniversary included the flying of 
the bicentennial flag over the U.S. House and Senate 
office buildings, and a point of privilege in December 
2016 in which Indiana Congressional representatives 
entered information on the Indiana bicentennial in 
the Congressional Record. 
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The Indiana Bicentennial Commission held its June 2015 meeting at the Indiana State Library.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

“I’m just really excited to be a part of 
this history.”

—A’Lelia Bundles, Marion County 
torchbearer, great-great-granddaughter of 

Madame C.J. Walker
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“The numbers speak for themselves. 
When I think of Indiana, I think of kind, 
goodhearted, hardworking people, and 
this celebration was as reflective of that 
as anything. They took pride in their 
local organization and projects. They had 
a chance to finally tell their story. To me 
that’s incredibly Hoosier.”

—Chris Jensen, Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission executive director, 2012-2014

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Outreach Efforts
The Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s proficient 

daily use of social media resulted in it being ranked 
as one of the fastest-growing state agencies in terms 
of social media reach. The comprehensive digital 
outreach program also earned IBC the “Creative Use 
of Digital Citizen Engagement” award in the 2016 
GovDelivery Digital Strategy & Impact Awards. 
IBC was one of only three agencies in the nation to 
receive the honor, announced on Sept. 29, 2016. The 
judges commended IBC for “transforming the online 
presence of the Commission by combining social 
media and e-newsletters with timeliness and reach.”

Another key outreach tool was the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission (IBC) website,  
www.indiana2016.org, launched on Nov. 6, 2013. The 
site, visited by more than 156,000 individual users 
between December 2015 and March 2017, provided 
a comprehensive account 
of bicentennial projects, 
events and activities. The 
Commission also published 
a monthly e-newsletter with 
a distribution of more than 
29,000 that offered updates 
on commission activities 
and initiatives, profiles of 
volunteers and information 
about Endorsed  
Legacy Projects. 

Traditional public 
relations efforts also were 
an important part of the 
IBC’s outreach mix. News 
releases, news conferences, radio and television 

interviews, op-ed articles authored by commissioners 
and public service announcements were included in 
the communications plan.

During the key months of bicentennial activities 
(July through December 2016), an average of 189 
stories per month were published or broadcast.

The 2016 Indiana Travel Guide included 
bicentennial commemorative postcard inserts, while 
the Indiana Roadway Map included bicentennial and 
Torch Relay information.

Financing the Bicentennial
From the start, it was clear that the bicentennial 

would be a partnership between public and private 
resources, and planning for activities and legacies 
proceeded with that in mind.

When the IBC was created, the budget 
appropriation for FY 2013-14 had already been set, so 

the newly created Commission 
had no funds with which to 
work. The Indiana Department 
of Administration allocated 
funds to hire an executive 
director and an assistant, 
and the Indiana State Library 
provided office space and 
support for the fledgling team.

In 2014, a proposal was 
submitted to the Legislature to 
consider funding for staffing, 
travel and basic supplies, as well 
as for three capital projects. 
The Legislature approved this 
request, with major capital 

expenses reliant on a new funding stream that would 
not affect ongoing state programs.

Private funding covered expenses related to the 
three statewide bicentennial events and many other 
initiatives. The Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
partnered with the Central Indiana Community 
Foundation for the receipt and management of 
private funds given to support the work of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission. 

“As a Decatur County Torchbearer, 
I shared the experience with my 
daughter. Our ancestors, the Polks, 
were delegates at the Indiana 
Conditional Convention. We have 
17 sets of great grandparents 
of various generations who are 
designated Indiana Pioneers. She 
and I are humbled and proud of our 
legacy.” 

—Melina Fox, Decatur County
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“I began researching potential nonprofit 
partners and realized just how diverse 
Indiana really is. Yes, we have the 
hallmarks of our state, endless corn 
fields and the Indy 500, but just as 
importantly we have such a variety 
of people. Among them are Burmese 
refugees making a new home in Indiana, 
thriving Latino communities, African-
Americans who painstakingly maintain 
Indiana’s Underground Railroad history, 
the contributions of the elderly and 
underemployed. The list, I found, went 
on and on. Did you know that more than 
300 languages are represented in Indiana? 

—Rachel Beliles, Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission intern

Key Partnerships
The support and dedication of many partners 

helped to make the bicentennial year a success. The 
Commission invited many influential groups and 
organizations to take part in signature projects. 
Dozens of state agencies and child-serving agencies, 
along with nearly 100 private funders, participated. 
For a complete list of partners and sponsors, see  
page 239.

The Legacy
The bicentennial year has ended, but its legacy lives 

on through myriad signature, capital projects and 
Legacy Projects, as well as the palpable expressions 
of state and community pride. At least five counties 
are planning Torch Relays in 2017, and many Legacy 
Project sponsors have reported that events created in 
honor of the bicentennial proved so popular that they 
will be repeated each year. Bison-tennial bison statues 
have become permanent expressions of county pride, 
now residing in museums, on courthouse squares and 
in public parks.

Two large plaques commemorating Indiana’s 
bicentennial now hang on the walls of the Indiana 
Statehouse. One, located in the rotunda, features a 
pair of carved wooden hands holding a bicentennial 
torch used in the Torch Relay. The other, honoring 
Bicentennial Plaza, was cast in bronze and bears the 
names of the Indiana Bicentennial commissioners 
and state officials. It hangs inside the west entrance 
of the Statehouse. In addition, a bronze plaque on the 
grounds commemorates the Statehouse bicentennial 
tree-planting project. 

It is the fervent hope of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission that many of these projects will serve 
as long-lasting reminders of the hard work and 
accomplishments of Hoosiers in 2016.

Right: Delaware County torchbearers and residents celebrate as the 
Bicentennial Torch Relay passes through their county on  
Sept. 27, 2016.

Photo credit: Delaware County Bicentennial Committee

Below: The Indiana Bicentennial Torch took a kayak trip on Lake 
Michigan as it passed through Michigan City.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University
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“There was so much raw emotion and pride in 
every torchbearer. There was such an incredible 
amount of unity and love among Hoosiers, it 
was extremely moving. Those are the memories 
I will carry with me …. I learned what it really 
means to be a Hoosier.”

—Sadie Lebo, Union Mills, Ball State University 
Class of 2017, Head of Photography, Bicentennial 

Torch Relay Publicity Team



Bicentennial Profile:  
Howard Bettner

In Shelby County, Max Bettner nominated his 
88-year-old father to serve as a torchbearer. Howard 
Bettner, a World War II veteran, was among the 
soldiers who stormed the beaches of Normandy 

on D-Day. Max reported to Shelby County 
Bicentennial Coordinator Rachael Ackley that when 
his father learned he had been selected, he began 
running daily laps in the manufacturing facility his 
family owns in preparation. “An 88-year-old man 
determined he wasn’t walking his portion—he was 
going to run. And he did!” said Ackley.

Howard Bettner
Photo credit: Shelby County Bicentennial Committee
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“I was at the kickoff of the Bicentennial Torch Relay 
in Corydon, the site of our first state capitol and 
so much Indiana history. That morning, as we were 
preparing for the first of our 2,000 torchbearers, 
[former First Lady] Judy O’Bannon, to start the 
3,200-mile journey through all 92 counties, it began 
to sprinkle a bit. As I looked out in the crowd, I 
noticed some of the 200 fourth-graders there to 
join us were seeking cover under the large oak tree 
nearby. 
And here we were, 200 years later, preparing to—
quite literally in this instance—pass the torch to 
the next generation of Hoosiers, and some of our 
fourth-graders were unknowingly, but quite fittingly, 
replaying scenes from 200 years ago.
History has a funny way of repeating itself.
Stories like this one, little unique moments shared 
with one, or two, or 200 Hoosiers, gave wings to the 
bicentennial, made it real, made it personal, gave it 
meaning to all Hoosiers.”

—Lt. Gov. and Gov.-Elect Eric Holcomb, Ignite the 
Future celebration, Dec. 11, 2016

Former Indiana First Lady Judy O’Bannon was the Torch Relay’s first torchbearer.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University

“As we go the 3,200 miles 
carrying this torch, we’re 
going to see a good definition 
of what a Hoosier is. People 
who are hard-working, 
determined, well-meaning 
and faithful. That’s what a 
Hoosier was 200 years ago, 
and that’s what a Hoosier is 
today.”

—Former Indiana First 
Lady Judy O’Bannon, first 
torchbearer, in Corydon, 

Indiana, Sept. 9, 2016
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Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Indiana Bicentennial Timeline
Jan. 10, 2012
Gov. Mitch Daniels publicly 
announces formation of Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission and 
Bicentennial Nature Trust initiative 
in his final State of the State 
address.

Jan. 12, 2012
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission holds an 
orientation meeting and meets 
with Gov. Mitch Daniels.

Feb. 21, 2013
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission announces 
First Lady Karen Pence’s 
appointment as Bicentennial 
Ambassador.

July 10, 2013
IBC endorses the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay 
as a Signature Project 
and establishes an 
Endorsement Committee 
to review proposed 
Legacy Projects.

Apr. 22, 2014
IBC approves 
additional Signature 
Projects at its public 
meeting. 

June 1, 2014
Perry Hammock named 
executive director of 
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission.

Feb. 27, 2015
IBC approves the 
Bicentennial Visioning 
Project as a Signature 
Project.

October 2014
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission 
Executive Director 
Perry Hammock and 
Deputy Director 
René Stanley 
complete visits 
with bicentennial 
coordinators in all 92 
Indiana counties.

Dec. 11, 2014
During the Statehood 
Day celebration, 
Gov. Mike Pence 
announces plans 
for the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch 
Relay, a 3,200-mile 
Olympic-style relay 
that will travel 
through each of 
Indiana’s 92 counties 
in September and 
October 2016.

November 2014
Executive Director 
Perry Hammock makes 
presentation to State Budget 
Committee.

December 2012
By the end of 2012, 12 
Bicentennial Nature 
Trust projects have been 
approved. The Indiana 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
introduces an official Indiana 
license plate commemorating 
the upcoming bicentennial. 

Oct. 11, 2012
At its public 
meeting, Indiana 
Bicentennial 
Commission Co-
chair Lee Hamilton 
announces the 
appointment of 
Chris Jensen as 
executive director. 
Commissioners 
approve the second 
Bicentennial 
Signature Project: 
The Children of 
Indiana Nature 
Park.
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Dec. 11, 2015
Indiana’s yearlong bicentennial 
celebration kicks off on Statehood 
Day with a flag-raising ceremony at 
the Indiana Statehouse led by Gov. 
Pence and attended by more than 
400 fourth-graders. The prototype 
torch for the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay is unveiled. Indiana cities, 
towns and county seats raise 
bicentennial flags at noon. 

Feb. 12, 2016
IBC launches 
the Indiana 
Bicentennial 
Marketplace 
on its website, 
Indiana2016.org.

June 29, 2017
Final meeting of Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission

June 30, 2017
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission formally disbands.

Dec. 31, 2016
Final county bicentennial 
celebration of 2016 – 
Vincennes Watermelon 
Drop at midnight.
Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission

August 2016
The Indiana State 
Fair celebrates the 
bicentennial with a new 
Bicentennial Pavilion, 
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission booth, Bison-
tennial “stampede,” and  
much more.

Dec. 16, 2015
Indiana State Parks 
celebrate 100th 
anniversary with 
events at the Indiana 
Statehouse and 
McCormick’s Creek 
and Turkey Run State 
Parks.

Sept. 9-Oct. 15, 
2016
The Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch 
Relay travels through 
all 92 Indiana 
counties.

February 2016
Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
Co-chair Becky Skillman and 
Executive Director Perry 
Hammock make a presentation 
on bicentennial initiatives to 
the Indiana House and Senate. 
Both the Senate and House read 
resolution honoring the IBC.

Oct. 15, 2016
Hoosier Homecoming, a public celebration of the 
bicentennial, takes place on the grounds of the 
Indiana Statehouse and Government Center. The 
Statehouse Education Center and Bicentennial Plaza 
are dedicated. Both were completed on time and 
under budget.

Dec. 9, 2016
Statehood Day celebration at Indiana 
Statehouse.

Dec. 10, 2016
Bicentennial Gala at Indiana State 
Fairgrounds honors bicentennial county 
coordinators, Legacy Project leaders, 
torchbearers, volunteers, partners, 
sponsors, Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioners and staff.

Dec. 11, 2016
Indiana celebrates its 200th 
anniversary of statehood with “Ignite 
the Future” public event at Indiana 
State Fairgrounds highlighting the 
state’s diverse faith communities in 
a program of music, dance and the 
spoken word.
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Statehood Day at the Indiana 
Statehouse on Dec. 11, 2015
Photo credit: Sam Alderfer, Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission

Statehouse Education 
Center

Photo credit: René Stanley, 
Statehouse Education 
Center



“Serving on the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission has made me appreciate 
Indiana even more, and more 
determined to do all I can to make a 
good state better.”

—Indiana Bicentennial Commission  
Co-chair Lee Hamilton

Ella proudly shows the deed to her land in the Children of Indiana Nature Park.
Photo credit: © Laura Sertic/The Nature Conservancy

Rising Sun High School athlete Claudio Gallegos is ready for his run in the 
Ohio County leg of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay on Sept. 17, 2016.
Photo credit: Samantha Brammer, Ball State University

The Statehouse Education Center was dedicated at Hoosier 
Homecoming on Oct. 15, 2016. Here, students explore the inter-
active “Government Works for Me” exhibit.
Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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One of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s 
charges from the Legislature was to “plan and 
develop activities appropriate to commemorate 

Indiana’s statehood.” The Commission spearheaded 
14 Signature Projects that included celebratory, 
inspirational and capital investment initiatives 
intended to leave legacies. 

The first Signature Project, the Bicentennial Nature 
Trust, was launched by Gov. Mitch Daniels in his 
Jan. 2012 State of the State speech, delivered the day 
before the first meeting of the Commission. During 
2012 and 2013, the Commission generated and 
solicited ideas for additional projects that would align 
with one of its earliest goals: to “foster a statewide 
observance of Indiana’s bicentennial that will 
highlight our past and energize us for our future.” 

The Commission developed and endorsed four 
key “pillars” to serve as the guiding themes for all 
bicentennial projects: historical celebration, youth 
and education, community involvement and nature 
conservation. 

The Children of Indiana Nature Park and 
the Bicentennial Torch Relay were the next to 
be approved as Signature Projects, and at its 
public meeting on its April 22, 2014, the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission endorsed additional 
Signature Projects: a bicentennial medal, a 
commemorative book, three celebratory events, and 
three commemorative capital projects:

Bicentennial Plaza, the Statehouse Education 
Center and a new state archives building. All three 
of the capital projects had historical background. 
Both a centennial plaza and a state library and 
archives building were proposed in plans for the 
1916 centennial celebration, but were never funded. 
A Statehouse Education Center was first proposed 
by Gov. Robert Orr during a major renovation and 
restoration of the Statehouse as part of “Hoosier 
Celebration ’88,” but did not come to fruition because 
of space limitations. The bicentennial brought the 
opportunity to complete those three capital projects, 
and with bipartisan support, the Indiana Legislature 
approved funding for them, although funding for the 
Archives was contingent upon a new revenue stream.

The Visioning Project, a forward-looking initiative 
conceived by Commission Co-chair Lee Hamilton, 
was approved in 2015. In addition, the Governor’s 
Arts Awards for 2015 were postponed so honorees 
could be celebrated in 2016—the bicentennial 
year and 50th anniversary of the Indiana Arts 
commission.

For some of the Signature Projects, the Commission 
shared oversight responsibility with other agencies 
and organizations, as noted in the list below. “None 
of them would have been possible without private 
support,” added IBC Executive Director Perry 
Hammock. A list of private sponsors and partners is 
included on page 239.

Signature Projects are listed in order of their 
creation and approval:

• Bicentennial Nature Trust (Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources)

• Children of Indiana Nature Park (The Nature 
Conservancy)

• Initiative on the Health and Well-being of 
Indiana’s Children

• Bicentennial Torch Relay (Indiana Office of 
Tourism Development)

• Bicentennial Medal
• Bicentennial Commemorative Book
• Celebratory Events: Hoosier Homecoming, 

Bicentennial Gala, Ignite the Future
• Bicentennial Plaza (Indiana Department of 

Administration)
• Statehouse Education Center (Indiana 

Department of Administration)
• Indiana State Archives Relocation (Indiana 

Department of Administration)
• Governor’s Arts Awards (Indiana Arts 

Commission)
• Bicentennial Visioning Project (Office of the 

Lieutenant Governor)

SIGNATURE PROJECTS 



Double-crested cormorants at Lake Harner Recreation Area in Tippecanoe County.

Photo credit: Frank Oliver, Indiana Department of Natural Resources

“It is the land on which we all depend in the last essence. It 
is the land and the very soil, the trees and waters, the dales 
and glens which we love.”

—Richard Lieber, creator of Indiana’s state park system



Bicentennial Nature Trust | 23

Nearly 13,000 acres in three-quarters of Indiana’s 
counties. A total of 20 square miles of land 
protected and preserved for current and future 

generations. 
These numbers highlight the legacy of the 

Bicentennial Nature Trust (BNT), the first of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s 14 Bicentennial 
Signature Projects. The initiative, introduced to 
the public by Gov. Mitch Daniels during his final 
“State of the State” address on Jan. 10, 2012, owes its 
existence to a project conceived 100 years earlier as 
part of the state’s 1916 centennial celebration: the 
creation of the Indiana State Park system. 

“A statewide conservation initiative is a fitting 
sequel and bequest from our second century to 
our third,” Daniels noted in his speech. “We have 
identified state funding, within existing resources, of 
$20 million, but that must be just a beginning. The 
Trust is intended to inspire others, and to match their 
donations of land or dollars in a continuing statewide 
surge of conservation.”

With the $20 million appropriation from the State 
of Indiana and an early gift of $10 million from 
Lilly Endowment Inc., an initial fund of $30 million 
was available for the acquisition of new public land. 
But Gov. Daniels and the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission wanted Hoosiers to know that amount 
was merely seed money. They challenged others 
to nourish that seed by identifying local projects, 
donating land and providing additional funding to 
safeguard places of beauty for future generations.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) took responsibility for overseeing the 
administration of the new program, with the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission charged with final approval 
for projects funded by the BNT.

To encourage grassroots participation, each project 
required 1:1 matching funding from a community 
foundation, local non-profit or philanthropic 
organizations, private or corporate donors, or a 
bargain sale. 

Mark Becker, director of the BNT program at the 
DNR, along with IBC members and others, spread the 
word to cities, towns and organizations throughout 

the state. “Bring us your proposals,” they urged 
land trusts, local community foundations, parks 
departments, trails groups and other community 
groups. For example, the Ball Brothers Foundation 
in Muncie made a $225,000 commitment to help 
establish the Land Conservation Fund at the 
Community Foundation of Muncie and Delaware 
County, partnering with the Community Foundation 
and the George & Frances Ball Foundation and 
paving the way for a Bicentennial Nature Trust grant 
to support conservation and recreation areas in 
Delaware County. 

“We set this up to be driven by local partners,” said 
Becker. “Many of these were projects communities 
had wanted to do for a long time, but didn’t have  
the funds.” 

“People stepped up to the plate and matched,” 
said Commissioner Mary McConnell. Not only 
did Hoosiers meet the matching challenge, they far 
exceeded it. 

By May 2017, project-specific matching funds 
and additional programmatic support— including 
a grant from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable 
Trust for administration and execution of the 
program—brought the BNT’s total funding impact 
to $69 million. Each state dollar granted by the BNT 
generated an additional $1.70 in matching funds. 

The benefits of 
conservation

In an op-ed article distributed to Indiana media 
in November 2015, IBC Commissioners Mary 
McConnell and Jim McCormick pointed out the 
importance of protecting Indiana’s green space—
already “arguably the best in the United States,” 
they noted, with 24 state parks and eight reservoirs 
encompassing 170,000 acres. More than 16 million 
visitors spend time at those sites each year. 

“Natural parks, recreational space and trails 
are now considered top-list priorities by people 
looking for homes,” they wrote. “Conservation yields 
economic benefits in addition to aesthetic ones—
attracting businesses along with residents.”

BICENTENNIAL NATURE TRUST



Opposite page: Left to right: Department of Natural Resources 
Director Cam Clark, Gov. Mike Pence, Phil Meltzer and Cliff Chapman, 
executive director of the Central Indiana Land Trust, at the dedication 
of Meltzer Woods Nature Preserve on May 19, 2016.

Photo credit: Central Indiana Land Trust, Inc.
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Application and approval 
process

An application system was established for BNT 
proposals, with information and forms posted on 
the DNR website. “The primary intent of BNT is 
property protection/acquisition that will become 
part of the public trust for all Hoosiers to enjoy,” 
noted the application guidelines. The initiative 
encouraged public/private partnerships and locations 
spread throughout the state. The program also 
offered flexibility, permitting local ownership and 
management of acquired properties. (In these 
instances, the state purchased a conservation 
easement to protect the property in perpetuity.) 

Along with the 1:1 match requirement, the amount 
of Nature Trust funding allotted to a single project 
was limited to a maximum of $300,000. Funds 

could be used only to acquire land—not for capital 
improvements, stewardship or programming. The 
cap was established to ensure wide distribution of 
funds among many projects throughout the state. 

To qualify for funding, proposed projects were 
required to score at last half of a total of 53 possible 
points established in the scoring sheet.

Proposals submitted to the BNT were rated 
for substance by a group of DNR technical staff 
representing State Parks, Outdoor Recreation, 
Nature Preserves and Forestry, Fish and Wildlife. 
Applications that met established scoring guidelines 
were forwarded to the Indiana Heritage Trust 
Project Committee, a longstanding group appointed 
by the governor, which met four times a year to 
approve DNR land-acquisition projects. With the 
recommendation of the Project Committee, final 
approval for each project was granted by the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission. 
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Far-reaching impact
More than 200 BNT applications from 66 counties 

were submitted over a four-year period, with all 
available funds committed by December 2015. 
Substitute projects were added to a waiting list in the 
event some projects were completed under budget or 
withdrawn. As of May 2017, 148 projects had  
been completed. 

The following Bicentennial Nature Trust 
acquisitions offer just a few examples of the far-
reaching impact of the program:

• Meltzer Woods, Indiana’s last unprotected old-
growth forest, is now a dedicated state nature 
preserve. The Meltzer family, which farmed 
the land for three generations, sold 60 acres to 
the Central Indiana Land Trust (CILTI) for 50 
percent of its appraised value as a bicentennial 
gift to the state. 

“We all feel good to know that Meltzer Woods will 
be preserved and that anybody can come and walk 
the trails,” said Phil Meltzer, whose family has farmed 
adjacent land since the initial settlement of  
Shelby County. 

“Meltzer Woods is a very special place,” added 
CILTI Executive Director Cliff Chapman. “There 
aren’t many places where Hoosiers can visit and see 
huge old trees that predate Indiana’s statehood and, 
in this case, the birth of our nation.”

• A 97-acre golf course near Vincennes is now 
a public park. When the Knox County Park 
Board learned that the defunct Fox Ridge Golf 
Course was to be auctioned off for property 
development, it applied for BNT funds to 
purchase the land for community use. The 
new Fox Ridge Nature Park, dedicated in 
November 2016 by Gov. Mike Pence and IBC 
Commissioner Jim McCormick of Vincennes, 
features nearly three miles of bike and 
pedestrian trails and 12 acres of woods, along 
with several small wetlands and two fishing 
ponds.  
“Without the BNT funds, they wouldn’t have 
been able to buy this land,” said Becker. “It 
will be preserved for the state’s tercentennial, 
thanks to the BNT.”  
In a similar project in Dubois County, the City 
of Jasper purchased 25 acres of land adjacent 
to the former Jasper Country Club for use as 
public parkland. 

• In a unique partnership, DNR, Cope 
Environmental Center and Whitewater Valley 
Land Trust and Earlham College worked 

together to protect a significant corridor along 
the east fork of the Whitewater River that 
extends south from U.S. 40 to the southern 
tip of Brookville Reservoir in Wayne, Union 
and Franklin counties. Called the Bicentennial 
Legacy Conservation Area, the project 
represents a new model of partner-intensive, 
large-landscape conservation designed to 
enhance the connectivity of protected lands 
and leverage the resources of stakeholders, 
including private landowners. Gov. Mike Pence 
and First Lady Karen Pence were among those 
dedicating the project at an October 2013  
event at Cope Environmental Center in  
rural Centerville. 

• In addition to the Bicentennial Legacy 
Conservation Area, four other conservation 
areas were designated: Little Calumet River 
in Porter and La Porte counties, led by 
Shirley Heinze Land Trust and the Izaak 
Walton League; Cedar Creek in Allen and 
DeKalb counties, led by ACRES Land Trust; 
Beanblossom Creek in Monroe County, led by 
Sycamore Land Trust; and Ohio River Glades in 
Floyd and Harrison counties, led by The Nature 
Conservancy. These projects were designed to 
have a positive impact on conservation efforts 
and leave a bicentennial legacy.

• The BNT brought to life several projects in 
northwestern Indiana sponsored by the Shirley 
Heinze Land Trust. Kris Krouse, executive 
director of the Land Trust, said, “The Indiana 
Bicentennial Nature Trust has made significant 
contributions to the acquisition of nearly 1,000 
of the 2,300 acres we have protected, including 
Meadowbrook Nature Preserve, the Little 
Calumet River Corridor and Lydick Bog. The 
BNT program was visionary, and people, plants 
and animals will benefit for generations  
to come.”

The Bicentennial Nature Trust truly has made 
an impact throughout the entire state, with new 
protected land located within a 20-mile radius of 
most Hoosiers. 

“It’s such a wonderful opportunity to honor the 
tradition of what was done for the centennial,” 
said Becker. “The establishment of the state park 
system was a remarkable gift to the state, and 
the opportunity to build upon that is special and 
important. The properties acquired through the 
Bicentennial Nature Trust will exist in perpetuity for 
all Hoosiers to use and enjoy.”

Opposite page: Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner Jim McCormick speaks at 
the dedication of Fox Ridge Nature Park in Knox County on Nov. 21, 2016.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Bicentennial Nature Trust by 
the Numbers
• 183 projects endorsed by the 

Bicentennial Commission

• 148 completed projects 

• 12,780 acres 

• 20 square miles

and more than…

• 65 unique applicants

• 135 unique matching partners 

• 60 properties acquired at below market 
value through bargain sales

• 70% of BNT funds distributed to local 
parks, land trust, trails groups, etc.

• 30% of the projects were DNR 
acquisitions

• 31 projects generated a total of more 
than $1 million in financial support from 
local community foundations 

28 | Bicentennial Nature Trust



A young bald eagle rests along a floodplain on Sugar Creek. 

Photo credit: John Maxwell, Indiana Department of Natural Resources
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Indiana First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador Karen Pence with new IN-Deed holders at the “gifting ceremony” on June 18, 2016.

Photo credit: © Randall Schieber

“I like it because I get to care for a 
piece of land. I think it will be fun 
to call a piece mine.”

—Ocean, age 11, Marion County
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“This land will not only stand as our own 
part of Indiana that we can see, feel 
and take care of, but it will also stand 
as a representation of our responsibility 
and part in the future of Indiana, while 
reminding us of our roots in the state.”

—Ben Quinn, 8th grade, Richmond

In 2016, Ben Quinn of Richmond became one of the 
1.1 million Indiana schoolchildren who gained the 
opportunity to claim ceremonial title to his very 

own square meter of Hoosier land. The opportunity 
became possible with the founding of the aptly 
named Children of Indiana Nature Park, a Signature 
Project of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission. 
Developed under the leadership of The Nature 
Conservancy, the 30-acre park in Wayne County 
is a partnership between The Conservancy, Cope 
Environmental Center, the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources and the Indiana Department  
of Education. 

Made possible through a grant from the 
Bicentennial Nature Trust and 
private donations, the initiative 
extends a tradition that began with 
the state’s centennial celebration in 
1916, when the Indiana State Park 
system was created. 

Students visit www.ilovemyland.
org, a website managed by The 
Nature Conservancy, to register 
their own “Nature IN-deed,” which gives them 
ceremonial title to their one-square-meter parcel. 
The deed highlights the parcel’s specific latitude and 
longitude within the park, which they can view online 
using Google maps. 

The Children of Indiana Nature Park was the 
brainchild of Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner 
Mary McConnell, who serves as Indiana state 
director of The Nature Conservancy. Her dream was 
for Indiana to be the first in the nation to develop a 
nature park specifically for children. 

“There is a disconnect between children and 
nature, and this project hopes to reengage the two,” 
she said, adding that exploring the park and holding 
their own deed to a piece of land may inspire young 
people to visit other nature centers—or just to closely 
observe the ecosystem in their own backyard. It’s 
an important goal, because a 2010 Kaiser Family 
Foundation study found that children spend an 
average of seven hours and 38 minutes each day 
consuming entertainment media. And Solutions 
Journal pointed out that “Scientific research supports 
what environmental reformers have long intuited: 
that human physical and psychological health is 
dependent upon access to the natural world.”

The Children’s Nature Park provides the 
opportunity for children in kindergarten through 
grade 12 to study plants, insects, trees and the earth. 
A trip to the park, located in the Bicentennial Legacy 
Whitewater Valley Conservation Area, provides them 
the opportunity to experience first-hand the sights, 
sounds and smells of nature. The project also offers 
volunteer opportunities and activities that include 
nature-themed poetry, photography and T-shirt 
design contests. 

In addition, 20 nature centers throughout the 
state have partnered in the project 
to ensure that all children have 
access to nature and environmental 
learning opportunities near their 
homes.

In the Children of Nature Park’s 
first year, 20,000 young people 
claimed their “IN-deeds” online. 
The Nature Conservancy’s goal is 

for that number to reach 100,000 by the end of 2018.  
McConnell added that publicity about the project 

is spurring the creation of other nature parks 
across the country and even worldwide, noting that 
representatives of Mongolia contacted The Nature 
Conservancy to learn more about developing a 
children’s nature park in their nation.

An outdoor “gifting ceremony” in a shaded, wooded 
area of the Children of Indiana Nature Park on June 
18, 2016 served as its official introduction to the 

CHILDREN OF INDIANA NATURE PARK

“It makes me feel a part 
of something, like I can 
actually do my part.”

—Holly, age 14,  
Hamilton County
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public. Guests were greeted by a banner hanging from 
the trees that read, “We’re taking kids to an amazing 
new place. It’s called outside.”

During the ceremony, Indiana First Lady and 
Bicentennial Ambassador Karen Pence told children, 
“This park is being given to 
you in honor of Indiana’s 
200th birthday. The park will 
demonstrate the saying, ‘When 
we take care of nature, nature 
takes care of us.’”

Youth groups, including the Hagerstown Girl 
Scouts, Just Us Kids Outdoors from the Richmond 
Parks Department, and the Early College class from 
Hibbard, Indiana, helped to prepare the new park 
for the ceremony by widening trails and clearing 
out invasive species. In conjunction with the gifting 

ceremony, the Environmental Education Association 
of Indiana organized its annual convention at 
Earlham College.

The Cope Environmental Center, located next to 
the park, offers additional hiking trails and outdoor 

classrooms. The Indiana 
Department of Education 
created related educational 
content for teachers and 
students.

“It’s our hope that The 
Children of Indiana Nature Park and its related 
programs will instill in children a sense of wonder 
about the natural world, help to improve their health 
and well-being, and, ultimately, inspire a desire to 
conserve and protect the lands and waters upon 
which all life depends,” said McConnell.

“We are thrilled with the attention on the land and conservation this year. It’s a 
jumping-off point to think about children and their ability to protect nature.”

—Alison Zajdel, executive director, The Cope Environmental Center

“I’ll learn how nature grows.”
—Kelsey Brim, age 9



Opposite page: Liam meets a new friend at 
the Children of Indiana Nature Park.

Photo credit: Amy Nyberg

Visitors to the Children of 
Indiana Nature Park have the 

opportunity to explore 30 acres 
of land.

Photo credit: © Randall Schieber

There’s always something to 
discover at the park.

Photo credit: © Melissa Moran/The 
Nature Conservancy

Photo credit: The Nature Conservancy
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Children write messages answering the question, “How will you ignite the future?” at the Hoosier Homecoming celebration on Oct. 15, 2016. 

Photo credit: Kirklyn Walker
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“Indiana’s children represent our finest 
and most enduring legacy and our best 
hope for the future, thus making every 
citizen a stakeholder in ensuring their 
safety and well-being, their health 
and security, their education and their 
ongoing vitality on into our third century 
and beyond.”

—Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
resolution, February 2016

Indiana’s bicentennial was a time to take on 
substantial projects and leave significant legacies. 
Early in their tenure, the Indiana Bicentennial 

commissioners affirmed the importance of 
developing initiatives for the bicentennial year that 
focused on the health and well-being of Hoosier 
children. Recognizing that Indiana children will 
inherit the legacies of the bicentennial year, the 
Commission authored and approved two resolutions 
emphasizing the importance of developing an 
excellent foundation for Hoosier children and urging 
Indiana businesses, organizations and citizens to 
make it a priority to develop youth-focused programs 
and lasting initiatives.

In explaining why children should be a key 
focus, Commission Co-chair Lee Hamilton 
highlighted several statistics that point to a need for 
improvement: in 2016, the child poverty rate of many 
Indiana counties was above the national and state 
average of 22 percent; nearly 23 percent of Indiana 
children suffered from food insecurity, and  
the state ranked below the U.S. average for  
preschool enrollment. 

Many businesses and organizations heeded the 
call. By the end of the bicentennial year, more than 
300 Legacy Projects specifically related to youth—as 
well as hundreds of others focused on education or 
involving children—were submitted and endorsed. 
Commission staff met with all state agencies 

responsible for youth-related issues to encourage their 
special participation during the bicentennial year.

At a meeting in April 2015, the commission 
endorsed an overarching initiative focusing on 
children, and on June 19 of that year approved a 
resolution which stated that the Commission:

1. Endorses the goal of devising and 
supporting Bicentennial projects 
directed towards enhancing the well-
being and health of children so that the 
Indiana Bicentennial babies born in 2016 
will grow and thrive better than any 
generation before theirs, the benefits of 
which hopefully will carry forward to 
future generations of Hoosier children 
over the next century;

2. Calls upon the public and private leaders 
of our state to endorse and advance this 
goal of improved childhood well-being, 
through their official pronouncements 
and policies and programs as expressive 
of our shared Bicentennial commitment 
and priorities;

3. Calls upon all Hoosiers to embrace the 
goal of enhancing the well-being of 
Indiana’s children by developing during 
the culminating year of the Bicentennial 
celebration specific, practical, effective, 
inspiring initiatives and programs that 
will serve to bring this goal to reality and 
transform it into an enduring legacy that 
yields laudatory benefits throughout the 
next century. 

At that same meeting, a committee was created 
to further promote the initiative. Op-ed articles 
authored by commissioners, as well as public service 
announcements, were distributed to media statewide 
in a concerted effort to keep children’s issues at 
the forefront. Executive Director Perry Hammock 
and Commission Co-chairs Lee Hamilton and 
Becky Skillman recorded television public service 
announcements promoting the Children’s Initiative.

INITIATIVE ON THE HEALTH AND  
WELL-BEING OF INDIANA’S CHILDREN



36 | Initiative on the Health and Well-being of Indiana’s Children

On Statehood Day, Dec. 11, 2015, the initiative 
was highlighted by Gov. Mike Pence, who told more 
than 400 schoolchildren assembled in the Indiana 
Statehouse: “It is our hope that Indiana’s bicentennial 
babies born in 2016 will grow and thrive better than 
any generation before theirs. That’s a big vision, 
but one we can attain, together …. Karen and I join 
the Commission in calling on all of our businesses, 
agencies, organizations and us as Hoosiers to improve 
our children’s well-being through our support and 
pronouncements and, more importantly, through  
our actions.” 

He added, “We, as caretakers of this great state, owe 
no less to our children.”

To support the momentum, Commissioners Sarah 
Evans Barker, Lee Hamilton and Becky Skillman 
drafted a second resolution, which the Commission 
approved on February 19, 2016. The Commission 
commended the efforts already underway and called 
upon all Hoosiers to “embrace the goal of advancing 
the interests of our children during this Bicentennial 
Year … and to redouble their efforts and renew their 
commitment toward the creation of a Third Century 
that is worthy of Indiana’s magnificent past.” 

The challenge for the years to come is to remember 
the legacy of the bicentennial and to keep the health 
and well-being of children at the forefront of both 
conversation and action. 

A Sampling of Bicentennial 
Initiatives Focused  
on Youth

• Children of Indiana Nature Park (page 31)
• Statehouse Education Center (page 45)
• Greene County General Hospital provided 

a “Sweet Dreams Baby Bundle” for every 
new mother meeting certain prenatal care 
criteria. The program, funded by community 
organizations, churches and individuals to 
increase its reach, was intended to help promote 
higher survival rates and better health among 
infants, and since its creation has expanded 
to other areas of the state. “Baby Bundles” 
are large, heavy-duty decorated boxes lined 
with waterproof mattresses, covers and sheets 
designed to promote safe sleep for newborns. 
Included in the boxes are onesies, diapers, 
blankets and educational materials on safe sleep 
practices and tobacco cessation. 

• In a project sponsored by Boone County 
Senior Services, Inc. (BCSSI), more than 100 
volunteers of all ages knit and crocheted 500 
bicentennial baby caps for the infants born 
at Witham Memorial Hospital in Lebanon 

in 2016. The senior-citizen agency partnered 
with a local yarn shop to purchase the needed 
items to make the caps, including a badge 
emblazoned with the bicentennial logo. A grant 
from Witham Memorial Hospital covered the 
cost of supplies. Legacy Project Coordinator 
Judy Brower said, “As the knitters would bring 
the completed baby caps to BCSSI, each was so 
incredibly different and unique. It was then that 
we realized they reflected the uniqueness of 
every child who would one day wear the cap.”

Greene County General Hospital’s Sweet Dreams Baby Bundles Legacy 
Project provided parents with a safe sleeping place for their newborn, 
along with baby supplies.

Photo credit: Greene County General Hospital 

• Members of Girl Scout Troop 41806, seniors 
at North Central High School in Indianapolis, 
made 200 blankets and donated them to 
critically ill children in its Paying It Forward 
for Healthy Hoosiers Bicentennial Legacy 
Project. The Scouts raised money to purchase 
the materials through cookie sales and other 
fundraising initiatives.

• ArtSmart Indiana is a free, interactive “history 
through art” curriculum available to all schools. 
Originally written by Susan O. Chavers to 
complement the teaching of Indiana studies in 
the fourth grade, it can be used at any grade 
level. The program offers a visual means of 
learning about art appreciation and the culture 
and history of Indiana from 1800 to the present 
day. A purpose of this educational enrichment 
program, copyrighted by the Art Museum of 
Greater Lafayette, is to help promote a sense of 
pride in the significant role the arts and artists 
have played in the growth of Indiana.
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The ArtSmart website offers resources for student and teachers.

Photo credit: ArtSmart

• Indiana teachers have a new resource for 
teaching Indiana history, thanks to a joint 
project of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
and WFYI Public Media. WFYI produced 
an eight-minute video that highlights key 
moments in Indiana history and answers the 
questions “What’s a Hoosier?” and “What’s the 
bicentennial?” The video was made available 
to the Indiana Department of Education to be 
shared throughout the state.

• Mapping Indiana’s Bicentennial, sponsored 
by Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana 
and Social Studies/Educational statewide 
organizations, was a five-day institute for 
Hoosier teachers held in July 2015. They learned 
about Indiana’s bicentennial and developed 
educational materials, including a 10’ x 10’ giant 
map of their county and an interactive, 10” x 
15’ timeline of county history. The goal was 
to create maps and timelines of all 92 Indiana 
counties as an educational resource. They were 
printed on vinyl for durable, long-lasting use in 
schools, museums, libraries, businesses, offices 
and more. 

• Art teachers in Huntington County schools 
worked with nearly 500 fourth-grade students 
to create seven large murals in the shape 
of Indiana in the “We Had a Hand in the 
Bicentennial” project. Each student designed 
and decorated a tile with an Indiana theme; 
the tiles then were combined to form the 
murals. The completed murals were unveiled 
on Sept. 30, 2016, during Huntington County’s 
Bicentennial Torch Relay celebration. The 
projects were displayed at Historic Forks of the 
Wabash, the Huntington County Historical 
Museum and each participating school.

Huntington County fourth-graders created tiles that were combined 
into a large Indiana-themed mural in the “We Had a Hand in the 
Bicentennial” Legacy Project. 

Photo credit: Huntington County Bicentennial Committee
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• Madison STEAMpower was a collaborative 
effort of Madison Consolidated Schools and 
several non-profit groups to bring local history 
and resources to educators in the areas of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Math. Teachers took part in a professional 
development day that included a trolley ride to 
local museums and historic sites to experience 
how Madison’s past can prepare students for 
the future. 

• The goals of the Northern Indiana Dairy 
Trail, a series of educational open houses at 12 
modern dairy farms in June and October 2016, 
were to help consumers draw the connection 
between farms and food and to highlight 
the role of technology in producing safe, 
nutritious dairy products. Activities included 
product tastings, milk promotions, farmer-
led tours, historical displays and producing 
commemorative milk bottles used in the 
Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay’s “milk toast.”

Children learned about the connection between farms and the food 
they eat on the Northern Indiana Dairy Trail.

Photo credit: Northern Indiana Dairy Trail

• The aim of JobSpark, an endorsed Legacy 
Project by Junior Achievement, Eli Lilly & 
Company and other business partners, aimed to 
help eighth-graders learn about career clusters 
and the preparation needed to obtain good jobs. 
Every eighth-grader in Indianapolis and Marion 
County schools participated in this event in 
September 2016. 

Marion County eighth-graders tried their hands at the tasks involved in 
various occupations during the JobSpark event in September 2016.

Photo credit: Junior Achievement of Central Indiana

• The DOC 200 (Demonstrating Outstanding 
Citizenship 200 Times) project guided and 
inspired Indiana students from kindergarten 
through college by teaching 50 specific life 
skills that exemplify outstanding citizenship. 
The project was sponsored by the Munster 
Junior Historical Society in Lake County.

• Children taking part in YMCA summer day 
camps in Blackford County participated in 
the Growing Together program, where they 
learned about Indiana’s history and agriculture 
by planting, tending and harvesting a garden 
located near a log cabin on the grounds of the 
Good Seed Initiative.

First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador Karen Pence teaches 
children about the meaning of Indiana’s state seal at the Children’s 
Museum of Indianapolis.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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“A great overview of several aspects of 
my new home state … each chapter has 
a wealth of photographs as well as a 
diversity of voices. I’m now better versed 
in what it means for me to be a Hoosier.”

—Review by “K.,” Goodreads.com

One of the first projects championed by the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission, the 
commemorative book Indiana at 200: A 

Celebration of the Hoosier State was published in 
November 2015. 

The 248-page hardbound book was completely 
produced in Indiana, with editors, essayists, poets, 
photographers, publisher and printer all hailing 
from the Hoosier state. The coffee table book was 
described as a patchwork quilt of images, prose and 
poetry commemorating our bicentennial, reflecting 
the diverse Hoosier experience and revealing the 
special character of Indiana. Incorporating a wide 
variety of Hoosier voices—individual, yet bound 
together by a common Hoosier heritage—the book 
included the thoughts and perspectives of business 
and community leaders, artists, athletes, writers, 
farmers, religious leaders, children and poets. 

Amateur and professional photographers 
throughout the state were invited to submit photos 
for potential inclusion in the book. More than 6,000 
photos were electronically submitted over a two-
month period, with more than 500 selected  
for publication.

The book included a foreword by Gov. Mike 
Pence, an introductory essay by Sen. Richard Lugar, 
and 14 chapters—each highlighting an aspect of 
Indiana and introduced with a short essay written 
by a Hoosier author and followed by photographs. 
Featured throughout were quotes and anecdotes from 
more than 60 Hoosiers of diverse ages, backgrounds 
and experiences. Sidebars highlighted unique and 
surprising facts about Indiana and its 92 counties. 
Every county was represented in the book in  
some fashion.

Edited by Lisa Hendrickson with Alicia Carlson and 
Tom Harton, the book was published and distributed 
by Evansville-based M.T. Publishing Company, Inc. 

At the Indiana Bicentennial Commission meeting 
held at the Indiana State Library on October 27, 2015, 
Gov. Mike Pence was presented with the first copy 
off the press, signed by all commission members. At 
the same meeting, Indiana State Library Director and 
State Librarian Jacob Speer announced that the State 
Library would provide a copy of the book for every 
public library in the state. 

Sold at the retail price of $39.95, the book was 
available for purchase through the publisher and 
at retail outlets statewide, including the Indiana 
Historical Bureau and Indiana State Library 
bookstores, State Park lodges, Barnes and Noble 
bookstores and Costco. The book’s underwriting 
sponsor was Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner 
Anton H. George; presenting sponsors were Steve and 
Connie Ferguson. M.T. Publishing also underwrote a 
portion of production costs. 

“Indiana at 200: A Celebration of the Hoosier State”
Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

BICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE BOOK
Indiana at 200: A Celebration of the Hoosier State 



Featured Essayists
• Introduction - Sen. Richard Lugar
• The Natural Environment – Sharon Sorenson, 

Evansville naturalist, author and columnist
• The Hoosier Identity - Philip Gulley, Quaker 

pastor, author and speaker
• Farms and Fields – Mauri Williamson, farmer, 

founder of Pioneer Village at the Indiana 
State Fair, executive director of the Purdue 
Agricultural Alumni Board

• Cities and Towns - Pete Buttigieg, mayor of 
South Bend

• Crossroads (Transportation) – Barbara 
Olenyik Morrow, Auburn, author

• Business and Commerce – John Thompson, 
business consultant and chairman and CEO of 
four Indianapolis companies

• Government – Paul Helmke, former president 
and CEO of the Brady Center/Brady Campaign 
to Prevent Gun Violence, three-term mayor of 
Fort Wayne, professor at Indiana University 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs

• Schools and Libraries – Andrew B. Takami, 
director of Purdue Polytechnic New Albany, 
Purdue University

• Health and Medicine – David Lawther 
Johnson, president and CEO of BioCrossroads

• Religion and Philanthropy – Gene Tempel, 
founding dean, Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy at Indiana University

• Media and Communications – Eunice 
Trotter, former Indianapolis Star editor, 
communications specialist for American 
Senior Communities

• Arts and Culture – Susan Neville, author and 
professor of English at Butler University

• Sports - Bob Hammel, former sports 
columnist

• Voices of the Third Century – Sandy 
Eisenberg Sasso, senior rabbi emerita, 
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck, Indianapolis; 
director of the Religion, Spirituality and 
the Arts Initiative at Butler University and 
Christian Theological Seminary

Featured Poets
• William Buckley
• Jared Carter
• Mari Evans
• George Kalamaras
• Elizabeth Krajeck
• Norbert Krapf
• Orlando Menes
• Christine Montross

The “Indiana at 200” book, hot off the press in November 2015.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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“The work of Donna Weaver is exemplary 
of the artistic talent and dedication 
to the craft that we see throughout 
Indiana.”

—Randall T. Shepard,  
Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner

 

Hoosiers had the opportunity to purchase a 
lasting keepsake of the Indiana Bicentennial in 
the form of a commemorative medal created 

and produced in Indiana. The design of Vevay artist 
Donna Weaver was selected in August 2015 by a 
juried panel from more than 100 entries by more 
than 50 Indiana artists. The Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission partnered with the Indiana Arts 
Commission on the project, which was open to any 
permanent, legal Indiana resident over the 
age of 18. Designs were required to 
be reflective of Indiana history 
and were judged on both 
their historic and artistic 
qualities. Weaver received a 
$5,000 cash award for her 
winning design. 

Weaver’s preliminary 
design, “Indiana 
Revealed,” illustrated 
the state’s evolution 
since its founding in 
1816. To create her 
design, “The first thing I 
did was research Indiana 
history,” she told a reporter 
for Vevay Newspapers. “I 
got an Indiana history book. 
I wanted to see what the history 
books thought was important. From 
there, I started whittling down until I got 
to something that works.”

She worked with the minting company, Indiana 
Metal Craft in Bloomington, to develop the final 
design, which features images of Indiana’s first state 
capitol building in Corydon, the Indiana Statehouse, 
the George Rogers Clark Memorial in Vincennes, an 
Indianapolis 500 race car, and images highlighting 
the changes in agriculture, science and transportation 
through the state’s 200-year history. The reverse side 
of the medal depicts Indiana’s state seal.

The development and production of the medal was 
underwritten by the Indiana Bankers Association, 
carrying on a 100-year legacy. Joe DeHaven, 
Indiana Bankers Association president and chief 
executive officer, said, “The medal will serve as a 
lasting reminder of this special moment in Indiana 
history. One century ago, a young Indiana Bankers 
Association sponsored a centennial medal in 
celebration of Indiana statehood. Fifty years later, 

in 1966, commemorative sesquicentennial 
medals also were made available 

through IBA-member banks.”
Twenty-three hundred bank 
branches marketed the 

medals to their customers, 
and the medals also were 
available for purchase 
on the Bicentennial 
Marketplace online 
store. 

First available in 
January 2016, the 
medals were offered 

in antique bronze in 
diameters of 1 ¾ or 3 

inches, or in a limited-
run, numbered sterling 

silver option. More than 
3,800 bronze and 146 silver 

medals were sold, with sets of the 
two bronze sizes being very popular. 

COMMEMORATIVE BICENTENNIAL MEDAL



Medal designer Donna Weaver with Lt. Gov. Eric Holcomb at the time of medal release.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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“It seems fitting that an awards program 
that celebrates the 200th anniversary of 
our state and the 50th anniversary of the 
Indiana Arts Commission would include 
recipients that reflect so well the cultural 
heritage of Indiana.”

—Lewis C. Ricci, executive director, 
Indiana Arts Commission

Seven Hoosier artists and arts leaders were 
honored in a special bicentennial year 
celebration of the 2015 Governor’s Arts Awards 

on April 9, 2016. The event marked not only the 
state’s 200th birthday, but the 50th anniversary of 
the Indiana Arts Commission, the presenter of the 
biennial awards. The 2015 awards ceremony was 
a Signature Project of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission. Conceived in 1973, the Governor’s Arts 
Awards program recognizes and honors significant 
contributions to the arts and to the state of Indiana, 
and serves to build statewide awareness of the 
importance of the arts in the Hoosier state. 

Recipients of the prestigious award were:
• American Pianists Association, Indianapolis 

– The mission of this non-profit organization is 
to discover, promote and advance the careers of 
young American, world-class jazz and classical 
pianists. Among other initiatives, it sponsors the 
American Pianists Awards, held every two years 
in the state capital to discover the best aspiring 
and young American jazz and classical pianists. 

• Jim Davis and PAWS, Inc., Albany – Davis, 
a cartoonist, author, producer, director, 
screenwriter, playwright, environmentalist and 
philanthropist, is best known as the creator of the 
cartoon cat Garfield. He is the founder of PAWS, 
Inc., a creative house that supports the licensing 
and business concerns of the Garfield character.

• Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds, Los Angeles, 
CA –Indianapolis native Edmonds is a singer, 
songwriter, recording artist and producer. The 

11-time Grammy Award winner has performed, 
written or produced 16 No. 1 songs and more 
than 50 top-ten pop hits, and sold more than 500 
million albums.

• Robert and Ellen Haan, Lafayette – The Haans, 
art collectors and philanthropists, are responsible 
for the Haan Mansion Museum of Indiana Art, 
which features a significant collection of Hoosier 
art. Originally the State of Connecticut building 
at the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair, the mansion 
was dismantled and moved to Lafayette, where 
it serves as their private residence as well as a 
museum. The Haans established an endowment 
to support the museum’s upkeep  
and maintenance.

• David Hochoy and Dance Kaleidoscope, 
Indianapolis – A choreographer and arts 
educator, Hochoy is the artistic director of 
Dance Kaleidoscope. The company’s mission is 
to inspire, educate and entertain through the 
experience of outstanding contemporary dance.

• John Leslie “Wes” Montgomery, Indianapolis 
– This award was given posthumously to the 
renowned jazz guitarist and recording artist, 
who died in 1968. The Grammy Award-winning 
Indianapolis native is widely considered to be one 
of the world’s greatest jazz guitarists.

Lewis C. Ricci, executive director of the Indiana 
Arts Commission, said, “Perhaps it was serendipity 
for the 50th anniversary of the founding of the 
Indiana Arts Commission to fall during the year 
of Indiana’s bicentennial celebration. Having our 
22nd Indiana Governor’s Arts Awards recognized 
as a Signature Project of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission only added to the significance of 
the celebration. On behalf of the Indiana Arts 
Commission and the arts community of our  
state, we were thrilled to be a part of the  
bicentennial celebration.” 

Gov. Mike Pence noted that the 2015 award 
winners “exemplify the uniquely Hoosier creativity 
and ingenuity that mark our arts community.”

An audience of more than 350 people celebrated 

BICENTENNIAL GOVERNOR’S  
ARTS AWARDS 
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the honorees at the awards program, 
held in Indianapolis at Butler 
University’s Schrott Auditorium. The 
event featured performances by Dance 
Kaleidoscope and a tribute to Wes 
Montgomery by Butler Ballet. Other 
performers included American Pianists 
Association Fellow Sullivan Fortner 
and the Indianapolis Children’s Choir, 
a 2007 recipient of the Governor’s  
Arts Award.

The event was sponsored by Barnes 
& Thornburg, LLP and Upland 
Brewing, as well as many individual 
contributors and Indiana Arts 
Commission board members.

Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds 
accepts his Governor’s Arts Award.

Photo credit: Indiana Arts Commission

Dance Kaleidoscope performs at the Governor’s Arts Awards.

Photo credit: Indiana Arts Commission
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“The hands-on, interactive displays made 
learning Indiana history very interesting 
and fun.”

—Reagan McCort, age 13, Whiteland 

More than 50,000 registered visitors—80 
percent of them schoolchildren—tour the 
Indiana Statehouse each year. Thanks to 

the bicentennial, they are now visiting not only the 
Statehouse, but a space that includes compelling, 
interactive exhibits that help them learn more about 
Indiana government and state history.

The Statehouse Education Center, a Signature 
Project of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission, 
was dedicated during the Hoosier Homecoming 
celebration on Oct. 15, 2016. 

The project was made possible through a mix of 
public and private funding, including a grant from 
the Indiana First Lady’s Charitable Foundation, 
created by First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador 
Karen Pence. 

The 1,800-square-foot center on the main floor 
of the Indiana State Library is the new entrance 
point for school and tour groups, families and other 
visitors. It includes four permanent interactive 
exhibits, as well as other temporary displays. Thanks 
to the location, visitors also enjoy more convenient 
access to the Indiana State Library and Indiana 
Historical Bureau. 

The Statehouse Education Center is under 
the auspices of the Indiana Department of 
Administration (IDOA). IDOA Commissioner 
Jessica Robertson noted this permanent legacy of 
the bicentennial will “create a spark of interest” 
and provide examples of how state government 
supports and impacts all Hoosiers, as well as the 
role citizens play in the governmental process.  
The educational exhibits support State of Indiana 
social studies and language arts curricula, and the 
center’s staff provides additional resources to teachers 
and families to enhance what children learn on the 
tour. A new children’s reading room above the center 

gives families a place to enjoy a good book while it 
promotes literacy.

Interactive Exhibits
Treasures of the Statehouse: Visitors can explore 

a three-dimensional model of the Statehouse to learn 
how the building functions as the seat of government. 
Using touch-screen technology, they also can view 
“behind-the-scenes” spaces that reveal stories about 
the people and events that have shaped Indiana 
government throughout its history.

Branches of Indiana Government: Visitors 
have the opportunity to take part in an interactive 
simulation that provides details about Indiana 
government and the roles of the executive, legislative 
and judicial branches. Students can take on the role of 
governor, judge, senator or state representative as they 
learn how bills work their way through the system to 
become law.

I Vote, I Count: Students and parents alike can cast 
their votes on topics of interest to young Hoosiers, 
such as “Children should be able to get tattoos 
without their parents’ permission” and “Cellphones 
should be allowed in all classrooms.” Before voting, 
they watch short videos to learn the pros and cons 
of each issue. Running vote totals are displayed on a 
monitor, prompting further discussion.

Government Works for Me: A three-dimensional 
sculpture enhanced by lights and sounds offers 
visitors the opportunity to explore the urban, rural 
and suburban landscapes of Indiana. Citizens can 
learn more about the services provided by various 
departments of state government, such as inspecting 
theme parks, building bridges and regulating wild 
animal populations. 

In addition to the permanent exhibitions, 
interactive tablets enable visitors to discover historic 
treasures from the collections of the Indiana State 
Library and other government agencies, as well as 
learn interesting facts and read stories about  
Indiana history.

A Treasure Hunt makes the visit more exciting for 
students as they search in teams or on their own to 
uncover facts and concepts included in the exhibits. 

STATEHOUSE EDUCATION CENTER
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A student learns more about the activities of the Department of Health and the Department of Environmental Management in the Statehouse 
Education Center’s “Government Works for Me” exhibit.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Statehouse Education Center
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A treasure hunt game provides opportunities to learn more about the Indiana Statehouse and state government.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Statehouse Education Center
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“The building was 
fascinating and full of 
activities that could have 
engaged us all day. Thank 
you again for such a great 
space!”

—Laura Aalderink, parent, 
Jeffersonville

“I think I enjoyed the small 
display of the city the 
most, because it seemed 
pretty accurate about the 
normal life of an average 
kid.”

—Nathanael Aalderink, 
age 11, Jeffersonville

Right: Whiteland student 
Reagan McCort explores 

the Statehouse Education 
Center.

Photo credit: René Stanley, 
Statehouse Education Center

Below: Visitors express their 
opinions on issues in the 

interactive “I Vote, I Count” 
exhibit.

Photo credit: Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission
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“The torch lights our path to a better 
future, building upon the glorious past.”

—Lee Hamilton, Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission co-chair

“It’s a symbol of who we are. It lights our 
way. It links generations.”

—Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission executive director

On the morning of Sept. 9, 2016, hundreds of 
Harrison County fourth-graders streamed 
out of school buses and onto the grounds of 

the Corydon Capitol State Historic Site, all wearing 
royal blue T-shirts emblazoned with Indiana’s torch 
and carrying bicentennial flags. Joining them were 
countless other Hoosiers from throughout the state 
who had set up chairs on the shady lawn surrounding 

the state’s first capitol building. “Abraham Lincoln,” 
“Gov. Jonathan Jennings” and other historical figures 
greeted members of the crowd while a brass band 
played “Back Home Again in Indiana.”

BICENTENNIAL TORCH RELAY 

The torch speeds along the brickyard at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as it races to its finish in Marion County.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University

Torchbearer Nominations

• Total nominations - 3,872

• Top 5 number of nominations 
by county:

Marion - 189

St. Joseph - 150

Lake - 135

Hendricks - 130

Tippecanoe – 102

Astronaut David Wolfe walks in fellow Purdue alum Neil Armstrong’s 
footsteps as he carries the torch through Purdue University grounds.

Photo credit: Purdue University
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All had gathered for the kickoff 
of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch 
Relay, a 3,200-mile trek that would 
wend its way through each of 
Indiana’s 92 counties in just 37 
days.

The fourth-graders stood with 
their hands over their hearts as 
members of the George Rogers 
Clark Honor Guard presented 
the American and state flags, 
then joined 12-year-old Corydon 
resident Ella Bennett (winner of 
the KFC Yum! Center’s 2016 NBA 
National Anthem Contest) in 
singing the national anthem. Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb and Indiana 
First Lady and Bicentennial 
Ambassador Karen Pence 
welcomed the crowd before 
introducing the person who would 
be the first to carry the torch on 
its five-week journey—former 
Indiana First Lady Judy O’Bannon. 

“We’re built like that torch,” 
O’Bannon told the crowd. “That 
torch is solid and comes back 
to a basic, old, beautiful plan of 
our ancestors. But we didn’t stop 

Torch Relay Statistics 

• 3,226.35 miles

• 2,242 torchbearers

• 92 counties

• 262 cities and towns

• 37 days

• 6 days per week

• Averaged 86 miles 
per day

Students in Allen County express their state pride.

Photo credit: Samantha Brammer, Ball State University

“I am humbled to be a part of 
such a historic event. With one 

of Indiana’s gems [Spring Mill 
State Park] as a backdrop, we 

honored those who came before 
us and those who will lead us 

into the next 100 years!”
—Dan Bortner, Indiana State 

Parks director 



Bicentennial Torch Relay  | 51

there.” She was referring to both the state-of-the 
art, high-tech torch she would carry—created by a 
team of engineering students and faculty at Purdue 
University—and the Hoosier spirit of innovation. 

The Indiana Office of Tourism Development 
planned and executed the Torch Relay with support 
from many sponsors (see p. 243). “This entire 
bicentennial year has been a tremendous time of 
celebration in our state and I have never been more 
filled with Hoosier pride and optimism than today,” 
said Mark Newman, executive director of the state’s 
Tourism Development office, at the kickoff event. 
“The relay is a symbolic occasion and an opportunity 
for current generations of Hoosiers to ‘pass the torch’ 
to future generations.”

Harrison County Torch Relay Co-chair Judy Hess 
shared her own impressions. “Today we celebrated 
memories and Indiana’s future. Today was ‘Honest-
to-Goodness Indiana’ at its finest.”

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, one of 
the major commemorative events of the 2016 
bicentennial celebration, was developed to inspire 
and unify Hoosiers. Gov. Mike Pence officially 
announced plans for the relay during Statehouse Day 
ceremonies in the Capitol rotunda on Dec. 11, 2014. 
Promoting it as an Ol ympic-style celebration, the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission invited people and 
communities to “pass the torch” to future generations 
to “ignite our future.” 

“The torch run was spectacular, and its 
inclusiveness was attention-getting throughout the 
state,” noted Commissioner Sarah Evans Barker.

In each county, torchbearers were selected through 
a public process that called for nominations of 
Hoosiers who demonstrated exceptional public 
service to their state, county or community, 
achievement and excellence in their profession, or 
had performed acts of heroism.

Nearly 4,000 nominations were received, with each 
of the state’s 92 counties submitting nominations. 
All told, 2,242 Hoosiers carried the torch. Among 
them were a 96-year-old Pearl Harbor survivor, an 
International Special Olympian, a 99-year-old Posey 
County resident who survived the devastating tri-
state tornado of 1925, and a 105-year-old Marion civil 
rights leader.

Torch Relay coordinators devised ways of 
transporting the flame that reflected each county’s 
unique history, culture and traditions. Those 
included, among other things, a swim across a pool, 
on horseback, via canoe and kayak, on antique 
tractors and an Amish buggy, on bicycles, and 
strapped to an Indy 500 race car. Counties also 
planned and produced their own celebratory events 
to bring communities together on the day the torch 
passed through.

The torch was “on the road” six days a week 

from Sept. 9 to Oct. 15, taking a rest stop only on 
Mondays. The flame was transferred to an Olympic-
style cauldron each night and reached its final stop 
at the new Bicentennial Plaza on the grounds of the 
Indiana Statehouse during the Hoosier Homecoming 
celebration. Former IndyCar driver Sarah Fisher 
drove the flame onto the plaza, where it was 
transferred to its original cauldron and extinguished. 
It lives on, however, in the form of the plaza sculpture 
“Lux Aeterna” by renowned artist Osman Akan, 
where it continues to provide a spark of inspiration 
for Hoosiers and visitors. 

Former Indiana First Lady Judy O’Bannon was selected as the first 
torchbearer of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay. 

Photo credit: Sam Alderfer, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

“It was an honor to represent my family 
who came to Rising Sun in 1794, and 
are direct descendants of Christopher 
Houston, one of the original settlers.”

—Julie Belew, Ohio County torchbearer



Bicentennial Torch Design 
and Creation

It took students and faculty in Purdue University’s 
College of Engineering more than a year to design, 
build and test the three types of high-tech torches 
carried during the relay. The torches stayed true to 
the 1916 Indiana torch design while incorporating 
a high-definition camera and GPS with Wi-Fi 
technology—a first for a torch relay. More than 70 
students in seven of Purdue’s engineering schools 
were involved in the project, which was overseen by 
Dr. Timothée Pourpoint, associate professor in the 
School of Aeronautics and Astronautics.

A racer torch, carried in an IndyCar racer, dragster, 
hovercraft and theme-park ride, was specially 
designed to withstand high speed and wind. A 
flameless torch was created for children and other 
relay participants who preferred a lighter weight. 
All told, the Purdue teams constructed 16 flagship 
torches, 10 flameless torches and two racer torches 
for use in the relay, with more than 100 replicas 
created for display purposes.

Alcoa’s Lafayette Operations donated the 
equivalent of $100,000 in materials and machining 
services to create the aluminum-lithium rings on 
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This Ohio County torchbearer couldn’t hide her joy.

Photo credit: Samantha Brammer, Ball State University

Students and faculty in Purdue’s College of Engineering created and assembled the 
torches. Here, student Gabby Feldman works with Dr. Timothée Pourpoint, who led the 
project.

Photo credit: Brian Huchel, Purdue University 

Six schools in the 
Purdue Department of 
Engineering assisted with 
the design:

• Students in Aeronautics and 
Astronautics designed the body of 
the torch and the burner. 

• The Department of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineering 
researched the E85 torch fuel and 
additive used to ignite the torch.

• The School of Materials 
Engineering worked on 
manufacturing and anodizing the 
prototype body. 

• The School of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering handled 
electronics and software.

• A lighter, flameless torch was 
created by EPICS service-
learning design program for 
use by children and other relay 
participants.

Source: Purdue University



the flagship and high-speed torches, as well as the 
bells and handles. Engineers at Alcoa also worked 
directly with Purdue students and faculty on the 
final production of the torches. Hoosier Pattern 
Inc., located in Decatur, donated the materials and 
time to create the flameless torch using 3D printing 
technology.

The camera, GPS and Wi-Fi installed in the torch 
offered torchbearers the ability to capture images and 
video that could be viewed on the Torch Relay website 
(indianatorchrelay.com) and social media sites. By 
downloading a free smartphone app, Hoosiers could 
follow the relay live as it traveled through the state. 
Created by the Fishers, Indiana-based company 
Bluebridge, the app included route details, photos and 
celebration information. 

Purdue’s flameless torch team also worked with 

teachers at Lafayette Sunnyside Intermediate School 
to create a curriculum around the history of Indiana.

Representatives of the university, including Purdue 
President and former Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, 
were among those carrying the homegrown torch as 
it passed through West Lafayette on Oct. 12, 2016.

Purdue engineering students and a team of 
students from Ball State University’s School of 
Telecommunications traveled with the torch each 
day of its journey. The Purdue team was on hand 
to address any technological or mechanical issues, 
while a group of IUPUI tourism majors provided 
specialized logistics support. In addition, a crew 
of students from Ball State University videotaped 
and photographed the relay and related festivities. 
The footage was featured on websites, as well as 
in a 37-minute video documentary on the Torch 
Relay produced by students in the Department of 
Telecommunications. The video won many honors, 
including two Addy Awards from the East Central 
Indiana Chapter of the American Advertising 
Federation, four Awards of Merit in the Accolade 
Global Film Competition, and an international 
Summit Emerging Media Award. 

Ball State junior Jacob Cannon of Terre Haute said 
the project provided him both “hands-on, practical 
experience” and the “opportunity to learn from 
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“We were really uniting Indiana 
communities today. I think our future 
looks bright.”

—Becky Skillman,  
Indiana Bicentennial Commission co-chair,  

Lawrence County torchbearer

Participants in the Kids Dance Outreach program greet the torch as it reaches the grounds of the Indiana Statehouse.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University



many talented people.” The students’ instructor, 
Chris Flook, told WISH-TV that in addition to the 
educational opportunity, the video project was “a 
great way to provide a valuable service to the state.” 

Torch Relay Planning
With a goal of including locations of natural 

beauty, local interest and historical significance, the 
route was mapped by a committee that included 
representatives of state agencies and businesses. They 
spent more than 400 hours developing the initial 
route, with county representatives then putting 
their own stamps on specific routes within each 
county. Indiana State Police and Department of 
Transportation officials reviewed each county’s route 
with the Indiana Office of Tourism Development 
(IOTD). In the summer of 2016, organizers and State 
Police representatives traveled selected portions 
of the route in advance of the relay. Several other 
state agencies, including the State Archives and the 
Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs, also 
provided input.

The IOTD supplied all bicentennial county 
coordinators with informational binders that 
included both the county and statewide routes, a 
timeline, fact sheet, contact information and details 
of the torchbearer nomination process. 

The IOTD also created and presented a series 
of 10 webinars for county coordinators scheduled 
between January 2015 and July 2016. Topics included 

route details, the torchbearer nomination process, 
celebration planning and marketing, public safety 
and emergency preparedness, and volunteer needs 
and recruitment. Representatives also made personal 
visits to counties to discuss planning details. 

Torchbearer nomination forms and guidelines 
were available beginning May 1, 2015 on the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission website, various county 
websites, and at designated county pick-up locations. 
The deadline for submitting nominations, originally 
Dec. 31, 2015, was extended to Jan. 31, 2016.

A news conference was held on the steps of the 
Indiana Statehouse on June 29, 2016, to announce 
the names of the more than 2,000 torchbearers and 
unveil their official uniforms. Sponsored by Indiana 
Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, the uniforms 
included white t-shirts emblazoned with the Indiana 
torch, yellow windbreakers, and navy-and-white 
baseball caps. Nearly 200 torchbearers-to-be attended 
the event. 

About the Torch

• Height: 24 inches

• Weight: Less than five 
pounds

• The flameless torch is lighter 
and stands 18 inches tall.

• Represents Indiana, the 19th 
state

• Represent the 13 original 
states and the five states 
added from 1791-1812. 

“When I think of our great state of 
Indiana, one word comes to mind: 
surprising. Visitors to our state quickly 
learn about our Hoosier hospitality and 
diverse landscape.”

—Lorelei Weimer, executive director, 
Indiana Dunes Tourism
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The Bicentennial 
Experience

The Bicentennial Experience, an interactive 
museum on wheels, stopped at many communities 
along the route of the Bicentennial Torch Relay. 

The Indiana Office of Tourism Development 
developed the concept for the traveling caravan while 
planning the Torch Relay. 

Project designer Tricia O’Connor of Water’s Edge 
Consulting said, “We wanted Hoosiers to walk away 
with reminders about our great state and a sense of 
pride for who we are and where we are going.”

Six exhibit areas highlighted Indiana landscape and 
waterways, famous Hoosiers, the state’s agricultural 
heritage, and products invented and built in Indiana. 
Touch-screen technology and even a mystery scent 
station featuring the smells of Indiana produce 
made the experience an interactive one for visitors. 
The final exhibit, Indiana Unites, featured a video 
“showcasing Indiana’s virtues and illustrating 
Hoosiers coming together during this time of 
celebration.”

The Bicentennial Experience opened to visitors at 
the Indiana State Fair in August 2016 before heading 
out on the road with the bicentennial torch in 
September. 

Joe Kult, 74, was proud to be selected 
as a torchbearer for Benton County. 
He cared deeply about his hometown 
of Boswell, and served his community 
for decades as a town board president 
and trustee, fire chief and volunteer 
fireman, deputy marshal and precinct 
committeeman. 

Just 17 days after representing his 
county in the Torch Relay, Joe was 
killed in an automobile accident. His 
obituary noted, “The last chapter of 
his life [included] one of his proudest 
moments as he was honored on 
Oct. 11, 2016, to ride on his John 
Deere 1941 LA tractor in the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay as it traveled 
through Benton County.”

His wife, Janet, wrote a letter to 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
Executive Director Perry Hammock, 
expressing how meaningful being a 
torchbearer was to him. “This special 
community is our own little corner of 
the world,” she said.

Their son Bryon represented his father 
at the “Ignite the Future” finale event 
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds on 
Dec. 11, 2016, wearing his father’s 
official torchbearer jacket.
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“This is by far the greatest thing I’ve 
ever done.”

—Daviess County torchbearer,  
posting on Twitter

Reenactors stand guard by the cauldron in Clark County.

Photo credit: Samantha Brammer, Ball State University



The torch takes a trip around the track at Hoosier Park in Madison County.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University

56 | Bicentennial Torch Relay

The historic Greene County Tulip Trestle makes an impressive background for the Indiana bicentennial torch.
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“There were countless moments of 
brilliance as thought leaders described 
their ‘white board’ ideas ... followed by 
their other session participants building 
on and strengthening them even further.”
—Sue Ellspermann, Bicentennial Visioning 

Project co-chair 

It seemed to me that a great opportunity would have 
been lost had the Bicentennial celebration been 
used only as a time to think of years gone by. Part 

of our celebration ought to look forward, thinking 
about how in the coming years we can make a good 
state even better.”

That statement by Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission Co-chair Lee Hamilton expresses the 
thinking behind the creation of the Bicentennial 

Visioning Project, an initiative he spearheaded along 
with then-Lt. Gov. Sue Ellspermann. 

At a meeting of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission on Feb. 27, 2015, Ellspermann outlined 
the goals of the initiative, explaining that its goal was 
“to create a document … that will be useful to civic 
and government leaders to drive positive, meaningful 
dialogue on the future of Indiana.” 

The names of more than 600 Indiana thought 
and opinion leaders from throughout the state were 
submitted, with a total of 114 taking part in the 13 
non-partisan, topic-focused sessions held between 
September 2015 and April 2016. 

In the sessions, which were facilitated by 
Ellspermann, participants were asked to share their 
dreams and transformational ideas for the state.

Ellspermann noted, “My challenge, as a 
professional facilitator, was to design a process that 
engaged Hoosiers renowned for contributions and 

BICENTENNIAL VISIONING PROJECT

“

Lt. Gov. Sue Ellspermann and Lee Hamilton introduce the Bicentennial Visioning Project report at a Statehouse news conference on Sept. 7, 2016.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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leadership in their fields, to share their great ideas 
and to collaborate with their peers. The process we 
developed was grounded in creative problem solving 
and innovation research.”

Predominant themes emerging from the sessions 
included capitalizing on technology and globalization 
and improving education and quality of life. 

The groups’ recommendations, finally whittled 
down to 50 “big ideas,” are highlighted in “The 
Bicentennial Visioning Project: A Collection of Big 
Ideas for Indiana’s Future,” edited by Norm Heikens. 
Funded with the support of Old National Bank, the 
156-page report was released at a news conference 
held in the rotunda of the Indiana Statehouse on 
Sept. 7, 2016. 

Hamilton told the nearly 500 Hoosiers who turned 
out to hear the results that the report “comes out of 
a process that is in the best tradition of Hoosiers: 
sitting down talking to one another, finding areas of 
agreement, working together, with confidence in the 
future of this great state of ours …. We all think we 
have a great state, but we all 
know it can get better.” 

Following the news 
conference, many took part 
in planning sessions to 
further develop strategies for 
implementing the “big ideas” 
at the Indiana Conference 
on Citizenship hosted by the 
Sagamore Institute, where the 
Visioning Project was the  
sole theme. 

Ten-thousand copies of 
the report were printed and 
distributed throughout the 
state. Hamilton noted in 
the foreword to the report, 
“My hope is that Hoosiers 
will learn from, and possibly 
champion, some of these 
recommendations, and strive to 
implement them in our state’s 
third century.”

The Indianapolis-based 
think tank Sagamore Institute 
assumed responsibility 
for implementing selected 
recommendations in the 
report, which is available in 
its entirety at www.in.gov/ibc/
indianafuture.htm. 

Topics
• Rural Affairs and Agriculture

• Arts, Leisure and Culture

• Business, Industry and Economy

• Children

• Civic Engagement and Philanthropy

• Education and Career Development

• Environment and Conservation

• Governance and Infrastructure

• Health and Welfare

• Public Safety and Homeland Security

• Religion



“It is our hope that Bicentennial Plaza 
will be a public space that can be used 
by all citizens of Indiana, including the 
many visitors and school groups who 
come to visit our State Capitol every 
year.”

—Jessica Robertson, commissioner, 
Indiana Department of Administration

The Indiana Statehouse campus received a 
stunning facelift in 2016, in a project that had 
its genesis more than 100 years earlier.

One of the Signature Projects of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission, the two-million-dollar 
Bicentennial Plaza, funded with support from 
the Indiana General Assembly, was dedicated at 

the Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s Hoosier 
Homecoming event on Oct. 15, 2016.

Originally conceived as “Centennial Plaza” in 
1912 in preparation the state’s 100th anniversary 
celebration, that project was never completed. The 
subsequent Bicentennial Plaza project, initiated by 
Gov. Mike Pence and the Bicentennial Commission 
in 2014, included three goals for the renovation of the 
existing plaza at the intersection of Senate Avenue 
and Robert D. Orr Plaza: to limit vehicular traffic, 
to redefine the area’s hard surfaces and landscaping, 
and to provide artistic spaces highlighting Indiana’s 
“shared history and unique promise for the future.”

In mid-2014, MKSK, an Indiana-based landscape 
architectural, urban design and planning firm, was 
selected to design Bicentennial Plaza. The designers 
were charged with presenting preliminary concepts 
for a “welcoming green space” on the Statehouse 
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“Lux Aeterna” by Osman Akan is the artist’s sculptural interpretation of the Indiana torch.

Photo credit: MKSK



campus that would provide an attractive home for 
commissioned public art projects, along with a water 
feature, native trees, plants and sitting areas. 

The resulting design included a central mall that 
encourages civic participation and interaction while 
also incorporating U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security requirements and producing safer traffic 
and pedestrian patterns on the grounds of Indiana 
Government Center.

The water fountain incorporates jets that can be 
turned on and off. While off, the fountain becomes a 
pool reflecting the Statehouse. Benches and seating 
areas incorporate Indiana limestone, complementing 
the Statehouse architecture. Large garden beds and 
trees incorporate natural beauty and offer shade. 

Jessica Robertson, commissioner of the Indiana 
Department of Administration, which oversaw the 
project, reported regularly 
on its status at Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission 
meetings. Suggestions 
offered by commissioners 
were incorporated into the 
final project design. 

Two public art pieces were 
commissioned in a project 
jointly sponsored by the 
Indiana Arts Commission 
and the Indiana Department 
of Administration. Works by 
New York artist Osman Akan 
and Bloomington artist Dale 
Enochs were selected by a 
juried panel from among 104 
submissions from 29 states 
and the District of Columbia. 
The jurors selected the two 
winners after reviewing scale 
models submitted by eight 
finalists.

Osman Akan’s “Lux 
Aeterna (Eternal Light)” is 
a sculptural interpretation 
of the torch represented 
on Indiana’s state flag. The 
sculpture incorporates 
undulating loops of 
white aircraft-grade steel 
representing the torch, with 
rectangles of red, orange and 
yellow laminated safety glass 
jutting from the middle as 
the flame. Eleven luminaries 
at the base and center light 
the sculpture at night. Akan 
has created work for projects 

and exhibitions in both the United States and Europe, 
including public artwork for New York City Parks, the 
City of Denver and Denver Botanical Gardens, and 
University of Alaska Anchorage. His wife is a native 
of Bloomington, Indiana.

“Time Flow,” created by Bloomington artist Dale 
Enoch in partnership with Thomas Fansler III, 
symbolizes the passage of time, as well as Indiana’s 
diverse people and varied landscapes. “At its heart, 
the wealth of Indiana has been its fertile earth, the 
water that nourishes that ground, and the people 
that populate the land,” wrote Enochs. The sculpture 
includes three components: a 21-foot stainless steel 
ring representing unity, wholeness and movement; a 
square of carved Indiana limestone representing the 
state and its major rivers; and a dwarf tulip tree in a 
carved square planter that acts as a figurative time 
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The sun illuminates the vibrant glass “flames” of the sculpture “Lux Aeterna.” 

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission



capsule, marking “the passage of time as it develops 
and grows,” Enochs explained. His commissioned 
pieces have been displayed throughout the United 
States, including at Indianapolis International 
Airport and the Indiana Governor’s Residence, as well 
as in Canada and Japan. 

Ground was broken for the plaza in January 
2016, and the public art pieces were delivered and 
installed in September 2016. Bicentennial Plaza was 
completed in early October and unveiled to the public 
at the Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s Hoosier 
Homecoming event on Oct. 15, 2016. 

There, Jessica Robertson told the assembled crowd, 
“The plaza is designed to be a physical legacy of the 
state’s bicentennial for generations to come.”
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The fountain brings a colorful glow to Bicentennial Plaza during the 
evening hours. 

Photo credit: MKSK

Below: The sculpture “Time Flow,” created by Bloomington artist Dale 
Enoch in partnership with Thomas Fansler III, was dedicated at Hoosier 
Homecoming on Oct. 15, 2016.

Photo credit: MKSK



Bicentennial Plaza takes shape during the summer months of 2016.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Opposite page: This image from “Suggestive Plans for a Historical and Educational 
Celebration in Indiana in 1916,” prepared by the Indiana Centennial Celebration 

Committee in 1912, shows a proposed plaza to the west of the Indiana Statehouse. 
The committee suggested “that Indiana, Indianapolis and Marion County should 

bear a proportionate expense, to the end that the splendid Capitol Building should 
be protected from objectionable environmental structures and ample ground be 

provided for future extension of the State’s buildings.” 

Photo credit: “Suggestive Plans for a Historical and Educational Celebration in Indiana in 1916”
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The Pixie Color Guard presents the colors at the dedication ceremony for Bicentennial Plaza during Hoosier Homecoming as state officials and 
members of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission look on.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission



“It’s like one big birthday party, and who 
wouldn’t want to be a part of that?”

—Tiffany Kropect, Owen County teacher, 
as told to “The Statehouse File” at 

Hoosier Homecoming

A 200th birthday is cause for celebration, and 
among the Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s 
Signature Projects were three major events 

designed to shine a spotlight on the anniversary 
of the founding of the Hoosier state. The first was 
“Hoosier Homecoming,” a family festival for all 
Hoosiers held on the Statehouse grounds on Oct. 
15, 2016. The second, “Celebrate Indiana: The 
Bicentennial Gala” at the Indiana State Fairgrounds 
on Dec. 10, 2016, honored the hundreds of Hoosiers 
who made bicentennial legacies possible. The final 
event of the year, “Ignite the Future,” offered an 
inspirational celebration for Hoosier families on the 
actual 200th birthday of Indiana: Statehood Day, Dec. 
11, 2016. 

“Celebrating Indiana’s 200th Birthday was magical!” 
said Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner Brenda 
Gerber-Vincent, who served on the Commission’s 
Special Events and Fundraising Committee. “As a 
fourth-generation Hoosier, my love for Indiana was 
instilled at a very young age. It is my hope that we 
helped to inspire the next generation to celebrate and 
appreciate all that makes Indiana special.”

Hoosier Homecoming
“Hoosier Homecoming is a day for all 
Hoosiers to celebrate their great state 
together and be part of this historic 
year!”

—Indiana First Lady and Bicentennial 
Ambassador Karen Pence

Paying homage to the Indiana centennial’s 
“Home Coming Day” on Oct. 3, 1916, the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission extended an open 
invitation for people throughout the state to attend 
the “Hoosier Homecoming” celebration on Oct. 15, 
2016. The event was blessed with warm and sunny—
albeit a bit windy—autumn weather, bringing an 
estimated crowd of 4,000 to 5,000 to the grounds of 
the Indiana Statehouse for the bicentennial birthday 
celebration from noon to 5:00 p.m. 

Visitors had the opportunity to explore the 
new Bicentennial Plaza with its public sculptures 
and fountain, as well as the Statehouse Education 
Center—all of which were dedicated that afternoon. 
The event also marked the culmination of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay.

Visitors had dozens of entertainment and 
educational options from which to choose. On one 
of two performance stages, The Hunter Smith Band 
performed “Indiana Moon,” the official song of the 
bicentennial. “I love the Hoosier state,” said Smith, 
the band’s lead singer and the song’s composer. “In a 
world with so much discord and division I think it is 
a place to be celebrated. Sure, we have our problems. 
But on the balance, after 200 years, Indiana is a 
community on the rise with a wonderful trajectory. 
That’s why I wrote ‘Indiana Moon’... To celebrate 
Indiana!” 

Folk singer Janet Gilray sang “Indiana Home,” 
the official bicentennial sing-along tune. Popular 
Hoosier musicians Jennie DeVoe, Cook & Belle, Brett 
Wiscons and Mr. Kinetik brought the strains of pop, 
blues, country, soul, hip-hop and jazz music to the 
stages. The New World Youth Orchestra, Kids Dance 
Outreach and the Indianapolis Children’s Choir 
shared their musical and dance talents, providing 
examples of why the future of the arts in Indiana is in 
good hands. 

Twenty-three reenactors depicted famous “Hoosier 
Heroes” from throughout history—including the 
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state’s first governor, Jonathan Jennings; Abraham 
Lincoln; aviatrix Amelia Earhart; songwriter 
Cole Porter and World War II journalist Ernie 
Pyle—and Indiana Repertory Theatre actors 
performed songs from the theatre’s fall 2016 
production in honor of the bicentennial, “Finding 
Home: Indiana at 200.” 

Nearly 2,000 visitors—the most ever in one 
day—also toured the Statehouse, where they had 
the opportunity to view Indiana’s two original 
Constitutions—and the new Statehouse Education 
Center, where they could learn more about their state 
by interacting with its four new exhibits and viewing 
historical memorabilia. Six bison statues decorated 
by counties for the Bison-tennial art contest offered 
photo opportunities. 

Kids had fun shaking hands with the Indianapolis 
Colts mascot, Blue, and sharing a hug or high-five 
with Indiana-born cartoon characters Clifford the 
Big Red Dog and Garfield the Cat. A stop at the face-
painting booth was also a favorite option  
for youngsters.

The interactive traveling exhibits Colts in Motion, 
Bicentennial Experience, Indy Racing Experience 
and Indiana Folk Art were open for visits. Families 
could choose to go on the Indiana Humanities 
scavenger hunt, visit the booths of Indiana artisans, 
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Dancers from Marion County’s Kids Dance Outreach program entertain at Hoosier Homecoming. 

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission

FFA members representing each of Indiana’s 92 counties lead the way 
for the Indiana Bicentennial torch as it makes its way to the cauldron 
in an Indy race car driven by former Indy 500 driver Sarah Fisher.

Photo credit: Lisa Hendrickson



have their photo taken in front of an Indiana-themed 
background at one of two TapSnap photo kiosks, or 
stop at one of the many food trucks offering a diverse 
array of Indiana snacks. 

The bicentennial quilt, “Migrations Over the 
Crossroads of America,” stitched by Tippecanoe 
quilter Gloria Klutzke, was on display at the Indiana 
State Museum, along with another bicentennial-
themed quilt created by Hamilton County native 
Kathryn Nickey.

Gov. Mike Pence and First Lady Karen Pence, Lt. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb and the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioners welcomed the crowd to the 
Bicentennial Plaza dedication ceremony that 
afternoon. Following the dedications of the 
Bicentennial Plaza and the public sculptures, 
it was time for the ceremony marking the final 
leg of the 3,200-mile Bicentennial Torch Relay.  
Ninety-two representatives of FFA, wearing their 
navy blue FFA jackets, led a procession from Robert 
D. Orr Plaza to Bicentennial Plaza. Each carried a 
sign bearing the name of their home county. They 
were followed by former Indianapolis 500 driver 
Sarah Fisher, who revved the engine of her race car 
with the torch strapped to its side and slowly drove 
toward the bicentennial cauldron on Bicentennial 
Plaza. The hand-off was made to Mark Newman, 

executive director of the Indiana Office of Tourism 
Development, who, as head of the Torch Relay’s 
sponsoring agency, had the honor of transferring the 
flame from torch to cauldron.

Hoosiers from throughout the state attended the 
celebration, which was promoted through the news 
media, the IBC website and social media. Flyers were 
distributed at the Indiana State Fair and the Indiana 
Bicentennial Experience caravan as it traveled 
through the state with the Torch Relay. Banners hung 
on light poles throughout downtown Indianapolis 
also advertised the event.

Indianapolis television station WISH-TV covered 
Hoosier Homecoming live, airing on-stage interviews 
with those involved in bicentennial efforts and 
bringing news from along the final route of the 
Bicentennial Torch Relay. 
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Gov. Mike Pence and Indiana Bicentennial Commission Co-chair Lee 
Hamilton officially cut the ribbon to open the Statehouse Education 
Center, assisted by First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador Karen 
Pence, Commission Co-chair Becky Skillman, Indiana Bicentennial Com-
missioners, and Garfield the Cat and Clifford the Big Red Dog.
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Celebrate Indiana: The 
Bicentennial Gala

“Your work will serve as a testament to 
Indiana’s proud history and guide us into 
our third century.”

—Gov. Mike Pence

The 700 invited guests who entered Indiana 
Farmers Coliseum at the Indiana State Fairgrounds 
on the evening of Dec. 10, 2016, were treated to a 
Hoosier-themed dinner and gala in thanks for their 
efforts to make the Indiana bicentennial a successful 
yearlong celebration. The formal event honored 
bicentennial county coordinators, Legacy Project 
leaders, torchbearers, volunteers, partners, sponsors 
and Indiana Bicentennial Commissioners and staff 
for their countless contributions of time, creativity, 
dedication and financial support. 

Following a lobby reception, guests entered the 
main floor of the arena, where they were greeted by 
décor that included a profusion of yellow roses, a 
bison statue, twinkling golden lights and blue table 
settings alluding to the design of Indiana’s state flag. 

The dinner featured a Hoosier-sourced menu of 
shrimp cocktail and bison tenderloin, accompanied 
by Champagne Velvet, the official bicentennial beer, 

and wine made from Indiana grapes. Saxophonist 
Gregg Bacon, an Indianapolis jazz legend, played 
Indiana-themed tunes during the dinner service.

Indiana Bicentennial Commission Executive 
Director Perry Hammock kicked off the program by 
telling the crowd, “We are here to celebrate history, 
ignite the future and commend each other for 
coming together to craft legacies during this special 
moment in time. For Hoosiers, this year is one of the 
highlights of our lives, our parents’ lives, and our 
children’s lives.” 

Five short videos produced by Indianapolis Public 
Broadcasting station WFYI were interspersed 
throughout the evening’s program. They featured 
an overview of Indiana’s 200-year history, highlights 
of bicentennial events and initiatives, and famous 
Hoosiers offering their own special birthday wishes to 
the state (also available for viewing on  
indiana2016.org). 

Gov. Mike Pence—elected vice president of the 
United States one month before the event—and First 
Lady and Indiana Bicentennial Ambassador Karen 
Pence offered remarks that focused on their love for 
the Hoosier State. 

“I am a little sad that this magical year has come to 
end,” said the First Lady. “Hoosiers have risen to this 
occasion—as they always have and always will—with 
gusto, with enlightenment and with a lot of fun.”

Commission Co-chairs Becky Skillman and 
Lee Hamilton expressed their pride in the 1,650 
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The Indiana Farmers Coliseum is bathed in the blue and gold colors of the state flag for the Celebrate Indiana Bicentennial Gala.
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Legacy Projects and the countless hours donated 
by volunteers. “I think the takeaway for me as a 
commissioner has been the depth and breadth of the 
volunteer commitment in our state,” said Skillman. 

Hamilton added, “Our next generation of Hoosiers 
is poised to do great things, take Indiana places it 
has only dreamed of. They will do that best with a 
pride in community and a love of place. I hope our 
bicentennial has built that pride and that the legacies 
left across the state inspire them to greatness.”

Gov. Pence and Gov.-Elect Lt. Governor Eric 
Holcomb presented the 15 members of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission and six IBC staff members 
with Sagamore of the Wabash awards—one of 
the highest distinctions presented by Indiana’s 
governor—for their “enthusiasm and service to the 
State of Indiana during our Bicentennial Celebration.” 

Following the presentations, guests enjoyed a 
performance by national recording artist and pop 
singer/songwriter Jon McLaughlin, a native of 
Anderson. 

Celebrate Indiana: The Bicentennial Gala was 
funded by more than 50 sponsors, including 
Presenting Sponsor Ice Miller, LLP, and Gold-level 
Partners Indiana Farmers Insurance, J.P. Morgan 
Chase, MacAllister Machinery, Markey’s Rental and 
Staging and Vectren.

Indiana Public Broadcasting Stations produced a 
one-hour highlight video of the event that  
aired statewide.
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Anderson singer/songwriter Jon McLaughlin performs at the gala.

Photo credit: Banayote Photography

Indianapolis jazz saxophonist Gregg Bacon entertains the crowd.

Photo credit: Banayote Photography



Ignite the Future
“Let’s make our generation stand out 
with our determination and drive to 
make Indiana and our nation a better 
place. Let’s ignite the future!”

—Tatum Parker, founder of Tatum’s Bags 
of Fun for children with cancer, 2014 The 
Children’s Museum of Indianapolis Power 

of Children Award Winner

The bicentennial grand-finale event held 
on Statehood Day—Dec. 11, 2016—offered an 
inspirational message encouraging Hoosiers to “Ignite 
the Future” for generations to come. The free, family 
celebration held from 10 a.m. to noon at the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds Farmers Coliseum highlighted 
Indiana’s diverse faith 
communities in a program of 
music, dance and the spoken 
word. Approximately 1,000 
people attended the program, 
which also was streamed live 
on the website of Indianapolis 
television station WTTV. 

Indiana musician Hunter 
Smith served as emcee, 
welcoming Girl Scout Troop 
1231, which led the audience 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Indianapolis native and 
Grammy Award-winning opera 
singer Angela Brown sang the 
National Anthem.

Dr. Aarti Shah, senior vice 
president and chief information 
officer at Eli Lilly & Co. and 
board member of the Center 
for Interfaith Cooperation, 
delivered the invocation. A 
follower of the Jain religion, 
Shah said, “I am thrilled to be 
part of this event as we come 
together from all walks of life 
to truly make each other better 
and our state better!”

“Let’s take time to learn and 
have the curiosity, willingness 
and openness to learn about 
each other’s traditions, culture, 
religious practices so that we 
come together to become a 
better community, a better 
state and a better human 
being,” she said. She called 

on youth—our “future leaders”—to “take charge,” 
urging them to take part in civic affairs, broaden 
their horizons, embrace differences and become a 
“unifying cause.”

Gov. Mike Pence again congratulated the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commissioners, telling them, “I truly 
believe your work will instill in kids a new sense 
of pride in our state and encourage them to ‘Ignite 
the Future’ as we begin our third century …. As we 
see to our duties to ensure that our state continues 
to prosper, the next great milestones belong to the 
future.”

Lt. Gov. and Gov.-Elect Eric Holcomb reflected 
on his experiences in traveling throughout the state 
during the bicentennial year. 

“Our challenge now, which I think we can all 
accept and embrace, is to take this great foundation, 
laid over 200 years by the sweat, the creativity, 
the ingenuity, the determination and the pride of 
Hoosiers from all walks of life, and build upon it an 

even better Indiana …. We can 
build that better place. With 
strong Hoosier values of family, 
work, home and community we 
will make our forebears proud, 
and the path smoother for 
those who follow—if we work 
together.”

First Lady and Bicentennial 
Ambassador Karen Pence 
added, “And while we created 
legacies this year, we have 
sung and danced and counted 

Renowned opera singer Angela Brown performs “The Star-Spangled Banner” at the Ignite the Future 
event at the Indiana Farmers Coliseum.

Photo credit: Kirklyn Walker

“As we gather on this wonderful 
occasion, my prayer is that 
for the next 200 years and 
beyond this state will always 
be a place characterized as one 
where people of all faiths and 
beliefs can feel the warmth 
and inclusion of ‘Hoosier 
Hospitality.’”

—David Kinard
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Girl Scout Troop 1231 joins in the celebration at the Ignite the Future event.

Photo credit: Kirklyn Walker
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Former Gov. Evan Bayh and Susan Bayh join Gov. Mike Pence and First Lady Karen Pence at the Celebrate Indiana gala to honor volunteers, 
sponsors and partners who spearheaded the bicentennial celebration.

Photo credit: Banayote Photography
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our blessings. Celebrations like today are important 
because they give us a chance to connect; to share 
our pride in like company. And they remind us to not 
lose track of our accomplishments.”

Speakers included community leaders who 
represented many diverse faiths of those living in the 
Hoosier State:

• Rabbi Sandy Sasso, author and founder and 
director of the Religion, Spirituality and Arts 
Initiative at Butler University; 

• Sister Norma Rocklage, executive director 
of education formation outreach at Marian 
University; recipient of the 2017 Center of 
Interfaith Cooperation “Interfaith Ambassador of 
the Year” award;

• Douglas Hairston, minister, Mount Zion Baptist 
Church;

• Ala’a Wafa, associate counsel, Cummins Inc., and 
board member, Center of Interfaith Cooperation;

• KP Singh, artist and founding member, 
International Center of Indianapolis;

• David Kinard, vice president of human resources 
for Eli Lilly & Co.; president of North Stake, a 
collection of nine Indianapolis-area congregations 

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints;
• Rupal Thanawala, president, Asian American 

Alliance; and
• Tenam Namgyal, translator, Indiana Buddhist 

Center.
Ignite the Future also included musical 

performances by the Indianapolis Children’s Choir, 
Fort Wayne’s Voices of Unity Youth Choir, the Sikh 
Choir of The Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis, a brass 
sextet from the Indiana University Jacobs School of 
Music and The Hunter Smith Band.

Tatum Parker, founder of Tatum’s Bags of Fun, 
challenged her generation to improve the quality of 
life in their communities, towns, state and country 
as they carry on the legacy of the bicentennial year. 
The 15-year-old, two-time cancer survivor told the 
audience, “It is our job to show our strength and 
perseverance as we change the world one small step 
at a time.”

Musicians from the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music perform at the Ignite the Future event.

Photo credit: Kirklyn Walker
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The Indiana State Archives, which celebrated 
its 103rd anniversary on Oct. 1, 2016, is 
home to the state’s most important historical 

documents. The Archives include one linear mile of 
materials, some of which predate the founding of the 
state. 

In the late 1980s, the Archives were moved from 
their home in the Indiana State Library to a building 
on West 30th Street in Indianapolis that does not 
offer optimal storage conditions for delicate historical 
documents. The Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
deemed it important to find a new location and 
endorsed the construction of a new State Archives 
building as a Bicentennial Signature Project. State 
Sen. Jim Merritt, Indiana Senate historian and a 
member of the Bicentennial Commission, said the 

bicentennial was “catalytic” in promoting the need for 
a new building.

In 2015, the Indiana legislature approved funding 
of $25 million for the construction of a new archives 
building, contingent on the realization of a creative 
new funding stream. Potential site locations and 
designs were explored. Ultimately, however, the 
funds were not included in the 2017 state budget. The 
Commission is hopeful that funding for a new State 
Archives building will be included in the state’s 2018 
budget. 

Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner Ellen 
Rosenthal called construction of the State Archives 
an “exceedingly important” project that will help to 
preserve Indiana’s historical records and aid future 
historians.

INDIANA STATE ARCHIVES



The 2016 Indiana State Fair’s evening parade included a birthday salute to the bicentennial.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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In addition to the 1,650 Endorsed Legacy Projects 
and 14 Signature Projects, the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission and its staff planned and oversaw 11 

bicentennial-related events and initiatives. Each was 
developed with the goal of creating opportunities for 
all Hoosiers to celebrate Indiana’s bicentennial and 
learn more about their state’s 200-year history. 

• 200 Happy Birthdays
• State Capitol Bicentennial Tree Planting
• Bicentennial Birthday Bashes
• Bicentennial Stamp
• Bicentennial Marketplace
• Super Service Hospitality Training (in 

collaboration with Visit Indy)
• Bicentennial Kick-off and Flags
• Indiana State Fair Bicentennial Pavilion
• Indiana Society of Chicago Bicentennial 

Celebration
• Indiana Society of DC Bicentennial Celebration
• Statehood Day 2015

INDIANA BICENTENNIAL  
COMMISSION PROJECTS 

Hundreds of Indiana fourth-graders took part in the Indiana Statehouse 
Statehood Day celebration on Dec. 9, 2016.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Below: Indiana Bicentennial Commission Co-chair Becky Skillman blows out the candles on the state’s birthday cake at the Indiana Society of 
Chicago’s bicentennial celebration.

Photo credit: Indiana Society of Chicago



Garfield the Cat was among the many Hoosiers sending birthday wishes to Indiana via video.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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“Happy birthday, Indiana! I’m proud to 
be a Hoosier.”

—Larry Bird, basketball legend and 
Orange County native

Citizens from throughout the state had the 
opportunity to share their own special happy 
birthday wishes with the state in the “200 Days 

of Birthdays” video project sponsored by the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission. The project kicked off on 
May 25, 2016, the day marking the beginning of the 
200-day countdown to Indiana’s 200th birthday on 
Dec. 11, 2016.

“The bicentennial is really a grassroots effort,” said 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission Executive Director 
Perry Hammock, “and these videos provide a novel 
way for everyone to participate in the celebration.”

Hoosiers were invited to record a short video on 
their smartphone, telling who they were, where 
they were located, and how they were celebrating 
the bicentennial—and, of course, to wish Indiana a 
“Happy 200th Birthday!”

One birthday video was posted each day on 
the Indiana Bicentennial Commission website, 
indiana2016.org, as well as on its Twitter, Facebook 
and YouTube pages.

People of all ages and from all walks of life 
participated—from young schoolchildren to Howard 
County resident Sedaliah Stanley, who celebrated 
her 100th birthday in 2016. “I love Indiana, it’s the 

greatest place to be!” she proclaimed in her video. 
Schools, service groups, Indiana Bicentennial 

Relay torchbearers and the Purdue University 
torch builders took part. Indianapolis’s sister city, 
Cologne, Germany, sent a message, as did the 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development. Reenactors playing historic figures in 
Indiana history offered messages, as well as Indiana’s 
own cartoon favorite, Garfield the Cat. Opera 
soprano Angela Brown, blues singer Jennie DeVoe 
and the Bloomington Symphony Orchestra brought 
birthday greetings in music, while gardeners at the 
Nappanee Quilt Garden delivered wishes from their 
colorful bicentennial garden. 

First Lady Karen Pence, former First Lady Judy 
O’Bannon and Indiana Statehouse tour guides 
participated, and museums, towns and state park 
employees delivered their own special greetings.

The Indiana Pacers Pacemates and the Benton 
Central High School Bison cheerleaders cheered 
their birthday wishes. The Miami Nation of Indians 
at Peru, the Indiana Bicentennial Commissioners, 
the Indiana State Police and even the Peru Amateur 
Circus Ringmaster recorded greetings.

Students at Garden City Elementary School 
in Indianapolis reported, “We’re celebrating the 
bicentennial year by teaching younger kids facts 
about Indiana … and we’re decorating our cafeteria 
with facts about Indiana and learning the ‘On the 
Banks of the Wabash’ song.”

“200 DAYS OF BIRTHDAYS”  
VIDEO PROJECT
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“Two hundred years ago, 43 
representatives rested under the shade 
of a giant elm in Corydon as they labored 
to develop Indiana’s first constitution. 
I hope that in years to come, other 
Hoosiers may seek the shade of these 
trees to develop plans for the growth and 
development of Indiana.”

—Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch at Statehouse 
tree-planting dedication, May 12, 2017

Forty-four trees native to the Hoosier state were 
planted on the Statehouse lawn in a bicentennial 
project that adds to both the natural beauty and 

the ecological health of the State Capitol grounds. 
Planted in the spring of 2017, the trees replaced 

more than 20 lost over a ten-year period to age, 
weather and disease. The project was funded by 
a $25,000 grant from Anderson-based Ricker’s 
Convenience Stores as part of its Ricker’s Replenish 
initiative in partnership with the company 
GreenPrint, in which a portion of fuel-sale proceeds 
support community environmental projects. A 
dedication ceremony took place on the Statehouse 
lawn on May 12, 2017. Speakers included Lt. Gov. 
Suzanne Crouch, Ricker’s Chairman Jay Ricker, 
Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner Sen. Jim 
Merritt, Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
Division of Forestry Director Jack Seifert and Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission Executive Director  
Perry Hammock.

The project fills open spaces on the Statehouse 
grounds and adds understory trees that will replace 
existing plants as they decay or succumb to disease. 
The grant also provides for a certified arborist to visit 
the grounds every two weeks for a two-year period 

to provide horticultural guidance for ensuring the 
health of the plantings. 

“The bicentennial is the most opportune time to 
refresh the capital grounds,” said Carrie Tauscher, 
state urban forestry program coordinator for the 
Community and Urban Forestry Program of the 
DNR Division of Forestry. She noted that very early 
photographs of the State Capitol show that small 
trees were planted on the grounds, adding that there 
have been a few intermittent plantings since that 
time, “but nothing of this magnitude.”

The project is a labor of love for Tauscher, who said 
that beyond beautification of the grounds, the new 
trees offer environmental benefits including air-
cooling properties and energy savings, and provide 
comfortable, shaded outdoor spaces that benefit both 
people and wildlife. 

The new large-canopy trees include several varieties 
of oak, along with tulip tree, beech, catalpa, yellow 
buckeye, black gum and hackberry. The sassafras 
makes an appearance on the grounds, along with the 
Kentucky Coffee tree. The legume yellowwood, which 
boasts beautiful white flowers, and the American 
hornbeam and American hophornbeam are the new 
medium-canopy trees, while small-canopy trees 
include serviceberry, redbud and alternate  
leaf dogwood. 

A map identifying each tree on the grounds is 
available to Statehouse visitors, including fourth-
graders who visit the Statehouse as part of their 
Indiana history studies.

“My hope is that 50 to 100 years from now, these 
trees will still be there,” said Tauscher.

The project complements the 2016 replanting of the 
Statehouse Bicentennial Plaza, in which non-native 
and invasive species were replaced with native trees. 
Together, these projects provide a beautiful outdoor 
display as well as a learning center for visitors to the 
Statehouse campus.

STATE CAPITOL BICENTENNIAL  
TREE PLANTING

Opposite page: Speakers at the Statehouse tree-planting dedication included (left to right) IBC Executive Director Perry Hammock, IBC 
Commissioner Sen. Jim Merritt, DNR Division of Forestry Director Jack Seifert, Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch and Ricker’s Chairman Jay Ricker.

Photo credit: Sam Alderfer, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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“From food, to games to decorations 
we have all the bases covered. Get your 
guest list ready, this will be the party 
of the century for all your friends and 
family.”

–Bicentennial Birthday Bash brochure

The Indiana Bicentennial Commission urged 
Hoosiers to throw their own parties to 
celebrate Indiana’s 200th birthday and to show 

their pride in their community. 

It even provided a slew of ideas for create-your-own 
Bicentennial Birthday Bashes, which were available 
on the indiana2016.org website.

The IBC’s Pinterest page offered Indiana-themed 
food suggestions—sugar cream pie, popcorn, and 
blue-and-yellow pinwheel cookies; music—Michael 
Jackson, John Mellencamp and Guns ’n Roses; and 
trivia questions.

Indiana Bicentennial Commissioners hosted their 
own Bicentennial Birthday Bash —a lunch on the 
porch at the Indiana State Fair—after their scheduled 
meeting at the Fairgrounds on  
Aug. 19, 2016. 

BICENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY BASHES
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“The image reminds us that much of the 
landscape in this part of the country 
remains as pristine today as it existed 
in 1787, when pioneering families were 
urged to purchase land in the newly 
formed Northwest Territory.”

—Jacqueline Krage Strako, United States 
Postal Service Great Lakes area  

vice president

A Kosciusko County cornfield lit by the setting 
sun graced the official Indiana Bicentennial 
commemorative stamp issued by the United 

States Postal Service on June 1, 2016. 
Milford resident Michael Matti captured the iconic 

scene depicted on the USPS “Forever” stamp while 
a student at Indiana Wesleyan University. Touched 
by the natural beauty of a sunset as he drove along a 
country road, Matti grabbed his camera and climbed 
on the roof of his parents’ car to photograph the 
fleeting moment.

A committee of the United States Postal Service 
selected the photograph for the official honorary 
stamp commemorating Indiana’s 200th year of 
statehood. In collaboration with the Postal Service, 
the Indiana Bicentennial Commission held a “first 
day of issue” ceremony in the rotunda of the Indiana 
Statehouse on the morning of June 7, 2016, the day 
the stamp went on sale nationwide. 

Gov. Mike Pence and Bicentennial Ambassador 
and First Lady Karen Pence attended the event, along 
with a crowd of more than 250. Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission Executive Director Perry Hammock 

opened the ceremony, introducing guests and the 
presentation of colors by the Indiana National Guard 
Ceremonial Unit Honor Guard and the Historic Color 
Guard. Indiana Bicentennial Commission Co-chair 
and former Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, and Morgan Jackson, Miss Indiana 
2015, sang the National Anthem. The Indianapolis 
Children’s Choir performed the state’s unofficial 
anthem, “Back Home Again in Indiana.”

Other honored guests included Lt. Gov. Eric 
Holcomb; photographer Michael Matti and his 
family; Jacqueline Krage Strako, United States Postal 
Service Great Lakes area vice president; national, 
regional, state and local representatives; and Indiana 
Bicentennial Commissioners State Sen. Jim Merritt 
and James Madison. Reverend Dr. Carolyn J. Scanlan-
Holmes, lead pastor at The Garden Community 
Church in Indianapolis, offered the invocation.

Posters on display at the First Day of Issue 
ceremony highlighted 11 of the 13 historic Indiana-
themed stamps issued by the United States Postal 
Service.

“This is a special moment in the midst of a 
special year,” said Gov. Pence, telling Matti that his 
photograph “captured the inexpressible beauty of the 
landscape of Indiana. He added, “In so many ways 
the heritage of the state began with the land …. This 
[stamp] is an extraordinary tribute to what is truly 
beautiful about the state of Indiana.”

“This whole experience has been amazing,” 
photographer Matti told the Marion Chronicle-
Tribune. “It’s a great honor. My parents still live a 
mile away from that photo.”

OFFICIAL INDIANA BICENTENNIAL  
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP





“Hoosiers are exceptional people, and 
the many authors, musicians, artists and 
innovators who have come from Indiana 
bear witness to our creativity and 
resilience.”

—Graphic designer Liz Maginity Woods, 
who illustrated an Indiana map featured 

on puzzles and posters

Indiana artists, artisans and 
businesses had the 
opportunity to showcase 

their myriad talents 
at the Indiana 
Bicentennial 
Marketplace, 
an online 
store sponsored 
by the Indiana 
Bicentennial 
Commission. 

More than 200 
products were featured 
in the store on the 
IBC website, which was 
launched on Feb. 12, 2016. 
Two weeks later, Indiana 
First Lady and Bicentennial 
Ambassador Karen Pence 
officially introduced the 
Bicentennial Marketplace to 
the public at an event held at 
Murray’s Jewelers in Muncie. 
The fifth-generation jewelry 
maker, founded in 1885, crafted 
gold and silver necklaces, rings, 
pins and charms in the shape of 
the Hoosier state. 

The marketplace showcased items offered by 
109 vendors in 43 Indiana counties. Items were 
organized in four categories: Arts & Prints, Clothing 
& Accessories, Home & Living, and Souvenirs 
& Collectibles. The official commemorative 
bicentennial book, medal and flag were featured, as 
well as other products including clothing, cookbooks, 
candles, pottery, books, ornaments, handmade 
bicentennial keepsake necklaces, Indiana-themed gift 

INDIANA BICENTENNIAL MARKETPLACE

Yonder Clothing in Indianapolis was one of 109 
companies showcasing their products on the 
Bicentennial Marketplace website.

Photo credit: Yonder Clothing



baskets, art supplies, handcrafted brooms, coasters. 
Other items included Indiana maple syrup, 
handmade chocolates and popcorn. 

Lebanon artist Bob Brehmer, whose pottery was 
featured on the Bicentennial Marketplace, said, 
“I am glad to have played a part in preserving the 
bicentennial year in my handmade crocks and mugs. 
I feel thankful for the people of Indiana and the pride 
they have in their state, and allowing me to have a 
part in it.”

The site provided links to the sellers, and all 
purchases were made directly between the buyer 
and seller. Companies and artisans with a business 
located in Indiana and who manufactured, created 

or produced items in the state were invited to submit 
applications to include products on the website. 
Selected items could carry the official logo of the 
Bicentennial and use a Bicentennial Marketplace 
seal on tags or other branding. There was no 
charge for vendors to participate, but the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission asked sellers to consider 
contributing five percent of profit on items sold on 
the Bicentennial Marketplace to local Bicentennial 
Legacy Projects. The IBC did not endorse any 
company or product presented in the Bicentennial 
Marketplace, and retained the right to refuse any 
item for inclusion in the Marketplace or to remove 
any item or vendor.
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Bicentennial jewelry on display at Murray’s Jewelers in Muncie.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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“What is the bicentennial?”

Indiana hotel, restaurant and hospitality workers 
were prepared to share information about the 
state’s history and 200th birthday celebration with 

tourists and business visitors after receiving special 
customer service training for the bicentennial. 
In partnership with the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission, Visit Indy conducted 20 hospitality 
training seminars throughout the state as part of 
the Super Service Hospitality Training Project. The 
seminars, also available online, provided background 
on Indiana, the bicentennial and 2016 events and 
activities, as well as tips on how to offer excellent 
customer service. 

More than 10,000 were trained, with the program 
proving so popular that a second round of training 
sessions was added in the summer of 2016. 
Participants received pocket-sized information cards, 
along with a pin and certificate of completion.

Visit Indy’s Visitor Experience Director John 
Mellinger made a presentation to the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission at its July 2015 meeting, 
explaining that the program was first implemented 
when Indianapolis hosted the Super Bowl in 2012. 
Visit Indy later modified the messages to focus on the 
bicentennial and worked with Rachel Beliles, an IBC 
intern, to expand the program throughout the state 
in 2016.

Sessions took place in Greensburg, North Vernon, 
Brown County, Columbus, Jasper, Lebanon and 
Plainfield. Participants reported that they were 
pleased with the training, and Mellinger said offering 
the training statewide provided him with memorable 
moments as well.

“It has been very rewarding getting out and meeting 
the wonderful people in our state,” said Mellinger, 
adding that he had the opportunity “to see parts 
of the state I had never seen before and visit some 
remarkable places.”

SUPER SERVICE HOSPITALITY  
TRAINING PROJECT
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“This is the bicentennial. You’ve got to 
do something important.”
—Avon Town Manager Tom Klein at Avon’s 

bicentennial flag-raising ceremony

“The bicentennial is a time to reflect 
on our heritage and honor those who 
contributed and sacrificed so much to 
make this great state.”

—Steve Ferguson, Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioner

Bicentennial Kickoff: 
Statehouse Day,  
Dec. 11, 2015

At the stroke of noon on Dec. 11, 2015, Indiana 
bicentennial flags were hoisted up flagpoles 
at hundreds of county courthouses and city 

halls, town squares, fire stations and public buildings 
throughout the state. In Indianapolis, more than 
1,200 fourth-graders gathered for Statehouse Day at 
the State Capitol. There, they applauded and cheered 
as they witnessed the kickoff of Indiana’s yearlong 
birthday celebration. They listened intently as Gov. 
Mike Pence read a proclamation in honor of the 
bicentennial and unveiled plans for the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay, one of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission’s Signature Projects. He also took the 
opportunity to tell Hoosiers about another Signature 
Project, a special initiative on the Health and Well-
being of Indiana’s Children. He pointed out that 
the true legacy of the bicentennial would lie with 
ensuring the health and welfare of children born in 
2016. “It is our moment to seize to bring this dream 
to fruition,” said Gov. Pence.

Cities and towns throughout the state celebrated 

the kickoff with their own birthday parties. In  
November 2015, the Commission sent all 675 
communities and county commissions in Indiana an 
official bicentennial flag and a draft proclamation, 
asking them to raise their new flags in celebration 
at noon on Dec. 11, 2015. They responded 
enthusiastically, with hundreds of towns and 
communities planning community celebrations 
along with the flag-raisings. Sponsored by Indiana 
Bicentennial Commissioner P.E. MacAllister and 
MacAllister Machinery Co., the flags were one of 
the most popular items during the bicentennial year, 
with more than 2,500 large flags and small desk flags 
sold through the IBC’s retail partner, the Indiana 
Historical Bureau. In 2016, each county also was 
presented with a flag flown above the Statehouse as a 
memento of the Hoosier birthday celebration. 

“It is tremendously important that we take time 
to honor Indiana’s past and recognize the enviable 
position our state is in moving forward,” said 
MacAllister. “The Official Bicentennial Flag and 
other commemorative items that were available are 
symbols of what we’ve accomplished and what is left 
to come for our state.”

Elkhart County raises a flag at noon on Dec. 11, 2015, to kick off the 
state’s bicentennial.
Photo credit: Submitted photo
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Opposite page: Statehood Day in the Indiana Statehouse, Dec. 11, 2015 
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Indiana State Fair 
Indiana’s 200th birthday took center stage during 

the 2016 Indiana State Fair, held Aug. 5-21 at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis. The 
theme of the 17-day event was “Celebrating Indiana’s 
Bicentennial.” A herd of 28 “Bison-tennial” bison that 
traveled from counties throughout the state were on 
hand to greet the fair’s 730,000 visitors.

A favorite stop was the new Visit Indiana 
Bicentennial Pavilion, where fairgoers found 
exhibits and booths highlighting the state’s history 
and the bicentennial celebration. At the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission booth, visitors could view 
the Bicentennial Barn Quilt, take home brochures, 
bookmarks and coloring pages, and learn about 
upcoming events such as Hoosier Homecoming and 
Ignite the Future. They could view and purchase the 
commemorative bicentennial book “Indiana at 200: 
A Celebration of the Hoosier State,” as well as the 
bicentennial medal and flag. 

Bicentennial Marketplace vendors and Legacy 
Project coordinators were invited to participate as 
well, sharing products and details about many of the 
more than 1,600 Bicentennial Legacy Projects. 

The Indiana Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association 
sponsored the production of 28,000 commemorative 
wooden nickels that were handed out at the booth. 

The wooden nickels featured four separate Indiana-
related designs: a cardinal, a peony, a tulip tree and a 
bison.

More than 10,000 fair visitors also took the 
opportunity to have their photo taken with an 
assortment of props at the TapSnap booth in front of 
an Indiana-themed background, such as a cornfield, 
Indiana’s cardinal and the bicentennial stamp. The 
photos were posted on the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission Facebook page and emailed to those 
who had their photo taken. 

The State Fair promoted the life-sized, county-
created painted bison statutes as “the largest bison 
herd in the world” and invited fairgoers to visit the 
herd in its pasture by the Glass Barn. Judges and 
fairgoers voted for their favorite bison art. Fulton, 
DeKalb and Kosciusko counties took first, second 
and third places, respectively, in the “Judges’ Choice” 
contest; Martin, Jasper and Fulton counties won the 
top three spots in the “People’s Choice” awards. The 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission bison, “Abe,” along 
with the bicentennial flag, were featured in the fair 
parade every evening.

The Indiana Arts Building was the site of First Lady 
Karen Pence’s bicentennial watercolor exhibit. The 
state’s 200th birthday theme was incorporated in a 
variety of fun and creative ways at the fair, including 
a bicentennial-themed cheese sculpture!

First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador, 
Karen Pence, sponsored a bicentennial 
watercolor exhibit in the Indiana Arts 

building at the 2016 Indiana State Fair.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Statehood Day 2016: 
Indiana’s 200th 
Anniversary at the 
Statehouse

On Dec. 9, 2016, the strains of “America the 
Beautiful” played by a lone bagpiper and a choral 
rendition of “Back Home Again in Indiana” echoed 
through the rotunda of the Indiana Statehouse, where 
500 fourth-graders from throughout the state had 
gathered before a banner that read “Happy 200th 
Birthday.” Another 1,200 students were at the Indiana 
State Library, Indiana State Museum and Indiana 
Historical Society. All were on hand to celebrate 
Statehood Day 2016, Indiana’s 200-year anniversary. 

Students toured the Statehouse and 
had their “passports” stamped as they 
visited booths where they learned how 
their state government worked. Then 
they gathered for the program, which 
featured Vice President-Elect Gov. 
Mike Pence, Indiana First Lady and 
Bicentennial Ambassador Karen Pence, 
Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner 
State Sen. Jim Merritt (the founder of 
the Statehood Day tradition two decades 
earlier) and Indiana Supreme Court 
Justice Loretta Rush. 

Indiana State Archivist Jim Corridan 
introduced Indiana’s 1816 Constitution 
to the students as Indiana State Archives 
Patron Services Director Alan January, 
wearing white protective gloves, walked 
through the aisles of students showing 
them the original book, as well as the 
later 1851 Constitution.

“The 1816 Indiana Constitution 
embraces many of the concepts we 
have in place today, including the 
establishment of the three branches, 
all of which are represented here on 
the stage,” Corridan said. He told 
students that the first State Constitution 
established free, public education, 
adding, “Indiana was the very first 
state in the United States to provide 
free, public education to all of its 
people.” He also told the students that 
they could view wood from Corydon’s 
Constitutional elm in the form of a 
display case that holds the Constitution 
while the Legislature is in session.

Gov. Pence gave the students a brief 
history lesson, telling them about 
Abraham Lincoln’s youth in Spencer 

County, Hoosier astronaut Gus Grissom, early 20th-
century businesswoman Madame C.J. Walker, and 
Indiana’s innovative manufacturing history. 

“Our bicentennial celebration is underway,” 
he proclaimed, asking students to join him in a 
collective shout of “Happy Birthday Indiana!” Then 
he told them, “The next celebration belongs to you—
whatever dream is in your heart, reach for it. It’s what 
Hoosiers have always done.”  

Indiana Society of Chicago
The Indiana Society of Chicago featured the 

bicentennial as the theme of its 111th annual black-
tie dinner in the Windy City on Dec. 3, 2016. Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission Co-Chair Becky Skillman 
was honored as the Society’s Outstanding Hoosier. 

Indiana State Archives Patron Services Director Alan January shows fourth-grade students 
one of Indiana’s original constitutions at the Statehood Day celebration at the Statehouse 
on Dec. 9, 2016.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Held at the Fairmont Hotel, the event featured the 
presentation of a large bicentennial birthday cake 
and highlighted the work of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission. The Indiana Society of Chicago also 
awarded scholarships to outstanding students at 
Indiana colleges and universities. The Indiana 
Bankers Association provided commemorative 
bicentennial medallions to all guests. 

Indiana Bicentennial Commission Executive Director Perry Hammock 
accepts a silver bowl in commemoration of the bicentennial from the 
Indiana Society of Chicago.

Photo credit: Indiana Society of Chicago

Indiana Society of 
Washington, DC

The Indiana Society of Washington, DC hosted 
a reception with the Indiana Congressional 
delegation to honor Indiana’s 200-year history on 
July 6, 2016. The reception featured remarks from 
Indiana senators and representatives and provided 
an opportunity for Hoosiers living and working in 
Washington, DC to celebrate the bicentennial. The 
Indiana Society of Washington DC also celebrated 
Indiana’s bicentennial at its 2017 Inaugural Ball on 
Jan. 19, 2017, at the Grand Hyatt Washington. 

Bicentennial Travels
My family and I traveled to places this year 

in Indiana to celebrate its 200th birthday. Each 
place told us about Indiana’s history. I learned 
that Indiana is not just a state, but a place that 
has been important for many people.

At Falls of the Ohio State Park, I learned 
about things and people that lived in this area 
many years before Indiana was a state. We 
found fossils with shells, plants, and maybe 
even some animals printed onto them. When 
we went inside the museum, we also saw 
arrows, bows, and spears from the Native 
People who were here before America was 
discovered by Europeans.

While we were at Prophetstown State Park, 
I learned about the Battle of Tippecanoe. I 
will always remember when we went to the 
Tippecanoe battlefield and monument. There, 
we learned about people who died in the 
battle from Tecumseh’s and William Henry 
Harrison’s armies who bravely and confidently 
fought for the land. Seeing these things made 
me feel grateful to live where I am right now, 
because if I was around when the war was 
happening, it would have been frightening  
and depressing.

At the State House in Indianapolis, I learned 
about Indiana’s law system and important 
people like Jonathan Jennings who was the 
first governor. I saw that parts of the State 
House are made of Indiana limestone. Inside 
the building, there was a floor with fossils 
in it, a stained glass roof, and a library floor 
made of glass! These things were unique and 
enjoyable to me. I was also interested to watch 
our representatives voting in Indiana’s House 
of Representatives.

It was fun to celebrate Indiana’s birthday by 
traveling. In the future, there might be a new 
state park to explore, or maybe Indiana’s first 
female governor—me!

Jillian Stemler, a student at Eastridge 
Academy in New Albany, won first place in the 
“Hoosier Bicentennial and Beyond!” fourth-
grade essay competition to commemorate 
Indiana Statehood Day and the bicentennial. 
The contest was sponsored by the Indiana 
Statehouse Tour Office in conjunction with the 
Indiana Center for the Book and the Indiana 
State Library.
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“2016 was a chance to see Hoosiers 
at our best, particularly as so many 
local volunteers stepped up with great 
community projects.” 

—James Madison, Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioner

Hoosier poet James Whitcomb Riley once wrote, 
“Continuous, unflagging effort, persistence 
and determination will win.” Thousands of 

Hoosier volunteers embodied that sentiment as they 
worked to create unforgettable events and activities in 
celebration of the state’s 200th birthday.

“We set out to engage all Hoosiers and all 
communities,” said Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
Co-chair Becky Skillman. “We were able to generate 
that enthusiasm and get buy-in statewide by forming 
a structure with 92 county coordinators.”

Chris Jensen, Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
executive director from 2012-2014, worked with 
commissioners to make that happen. “We decided 
we needed creative local volunteers throughout 
the state,” he said. In 2013, the IBC sent a letter to 
all county commissioners asking for their help in 
identifying candidates for the 92 volunteer county 
coordinator positions. Representatives from the 
Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs were 
tasked with following up on those requests. Most of 
the coordinators were recruited within a three-month 
period in 2013, with the remaining positions filled 
within the following six months. In some counties 
or cities, county commissioners or mayors offered to 
take on the responsibility themselves. 

The IBC shared information about statewide 
initiatives with local coordinators, “but we also 
encouraged each county to make the bicentennial 
uniquely their own,” said Skillman. In 2013, the IBC 
offered a series of webinars for county coordinators 
to provide them with information about statewide 
bicentennial plans.

County coordinators, in turn, recruited a network 
of additional volunteers to help with local projects. 
Many added Torch Relay coordinators and Legacy 

Project coordinators to help spread the workload and 
provide opportunities for citizen involvement. 

The average county committee consisted of 
10 to 15 people, although some had much larger 
rosters. While there was turnover and attrition of 
coordinators during the several years leading up 
to 2016, all 92 counties had outstanding volunteer 
leadership, said Perry Hammock, executive director 
of the IBC from 2014-2017.

Bicentennial Commissioner Judge Sarah Evans 
Barker called the level of grassroots involvement 
“a spectacular achievement.” She noted that the 
sheer number of projects—which included not 
only endorsed Legacy Projects but hundreds more 
celebratory events and activities—surpassed all 
expectations. 

GRASSROOTS EFFORTS

The 30th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, a Civil War reenactor group, 
hosted a Bicentennial Ball on March 12, 2016. About 85 people 
attended the dress ball, held at the restored 1913 Baker Street 
Railroad Station in Fort Wayne.

Photo credit: Russ Gilliom



94 | Grassroots Efforts

“To witness the enthusiasm as it bubbled up around 
the state in virtually every city, town, village and 
county for all things Hoosier was a source of great joy 
and deep pride,” she said. 

Hammock noted, “People hunger for an 
opportunity to celebrate something big and 
meaningful to reflect on their common heritage. 
Once Hoosiers realized the bicentennial would 
provide that opportunity, they seized on it and made 
wonderful things happen.”

Even the youngest became involved in a variety 
of ways, learning about their county and state by 
creating giant maps, through art or reading projects, 
or by participating in Bicentennial Torch Relay 
events. Students in Greene County even designed 
their own bicentennial trading pins.

As projects began to gel on a grassroots level, the 
Commission developed a formal project endorsement 
program to encourage local participation. Approved 
projects gained the opportunity use the bicentennial 
logo and promote the initiatives on the IBC website. 
Hammock noted that community funding and 
support of local projects enabled the 1,650 local 
efforts to be truly outstanding.

The bicentennial brought counties and 
communities together in unexpected ways. For 
example, Jensen and Hammock made a joint visit 
to a meeting of Greene County volunteers in 2014. 
“They told us how the White River had traditionally 
been ‘the dividing line’ of their county,” said Jensen, 
“and realized the bicentennial could unify the 
entire county around one project. That was very 
heartwarming. They saw this as an opportunity to 
get together.”

First Lady Karen Pence, who served as Bicentennial 
Ambassador, noticed another benefit of the 
grassroots efforts. “One of the most exciting things 
about the bicentennial year is the Hoosier pride I have 
seen as I’ve travelled the state,” she told the audience 

at the bicentennial’s grand-finale event, Ignite  
the Future.

As one of his final responsibilities as executive 
director, Perry Hammock visited every county 
coordinator to thank them for their work. “The 
thing I find most heartwarming is that you can walk 
into any town in Indiana and say ‘bicentennial’ and 
someone will tell you a story,” he said. “It may be 
about the Bicentennial Torch Relay or the Vincennes 
Watermelon Drop, but it is a memory that continues 
to live on.” 

Union County Bicentennial Coordinator 
Melissa Browning expressed her feelings about the 
significance of her role and that of other volunteers: 
“People will look back and see what we did. I feel 
blessed and honored to have been a part of the 
making of history for the next 100 years.”

The Grant County Parade of Heroes honored military veterans.
Photo credit: Greene County Bicentennial Committee



Grassroots Efforts | 95

Opposite page: Noble County held a “bison party” to 
introduce residents to their eight new Bison-tennial 
bison before they were adopted and decorated.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Jay County bicentennial volunteers pose for their 
“bicentennial portrait.”

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission

In Spencer County, the Friends of Lincoln Pioneer Village in Rockport raised money to 
restore the village’s historic Josiah and Elisabeth Crawford cabin. 

Photo credit: Friends, Lincoln Pioneer Village and Museum, Inc.

Guests at the Indiana Humanities’ ALL-IN Block Party held at ArtMix in Indianapolis dance along to the party tunes. ArtMix provides access to the 
arts for Hoosiers with disabilities.

Photo credit: Indiana Humanities



The new Noble County Bicentennial Mural graces the wall of the Economic Development Corporation building in downtown Albion.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission



Bicentennial Legacy Projects | 97

“From the day we were tasked to 
lead this important project, we have 
encouraged communities and groups 
from across the state to think about 
ways they can contribute to our state’s 
bicentennial. These projects will strive to 
leave a legacy in honor of Indiana’s 2016 
bicentennial.”

—Indiana Bicentennial Commission Co-
chairs Becky Skillman and Lee Hamilton 

and First Lady Karen Pence, Bicentennial 
Ambassador, in a joint statement on 

Nov. 16, 2013

One of the three duties spelled out in 
the legislation establishing the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission was for the 

Commission to “encourage private organizations 
and local governments to organize and participate in 
activities that highlight the bicentennial.” 

That charge prompted the concept of Legacy 
Projects, with the anticipation that communities 
throughout the state would step up to the challenge 
of developing local events, programs and initiatives 
to celebrate the bicentennial. As plans for the 
Legacy Project concept came together in 2014, the 
Commission set a goal of 200 endorsed Legacy 
Projects representing all 92 counties by the end 
of 2016—a number mirroring Indiana’s years of 
statehood. 

But the Commission didn’t anticipate the passion 
and excitement of Indiana’s enterprising community 
volunteers. The number of Legacy Projects exploded. 
By Dec. 11, 2016, the initial goal was exceeded by 
more than 800 percent—with 1,650 Legacy Projects 
endorsed.

How did it happen? “It snowballed,” explained the 
Commission’s first executive director, Chris Jensen. 
“The concept was a great way to empower local 
coordinators to find grassroots projects and get them 
endorsed.” 

BICENTENNIAL LEGACY PROJECTS 

As the chair and an originator of the 
Bicentennial Legacy Project Committee, 
I witnessed creativity and state pride 
blossom in all of Indiana’s 92 counties when 
non-profit and government groups applied 
for endorsement from the Bicentennial 
Commission. 1,650 projects were endorsed; 
organizations found distinct ways to 
celebrate the state’s history and prepare 
Hoosiers for the future. 

Some projects, such as The Quilt Gardens 
along the Heritage Trail in Elkhart County, 
actually “bloomed” with regional pride. 
Others, such as Indiana African American 
Heritage Trail Project in Harrison County, 
used the bicentennial as an opportunity to 
highlight less well-known aspects of  
our history. 

Projects for young people were among the 
most numerous, as organizations produced 
plays, books and programs for school 
children and children themselves undertook 
research, special events and exhibits. 
Intended to combat high rates of infant 
mortality, Sweet Dreams Baby Bundles in 
Greene County looked ahead to the next 
century. Upon successfully completing 
prenatal care, new mothers were given a 
generous supply of infant care items and 
received post-partum training. 

No one project tells the entire story of this 
state, but together these 1,650 projects 
create points in a picture of our past, what 
we are today and begin to reveal what 
Indiana might look like in the next  
100 years. 

—Ellen Rosenthal, Endorsement Committee 
Chair, Indiana Bicentennial Commission



He remembered one of the first visits he made on 
behalf of the Commission, to an ArtSmart meeting in 
Lafayette. ArtSmart offers a free, interactive “history 
through art” curriculum to all Indiana schools. 
Jensen said, “I remember walking in to the meeting 
that Tuesday morning and seeing 20 women sitting 
there ready to go. They couldn’t believe they had 
an opportunity to be a part of this. Everyone was 
engaged. Everyone was involved. All because they 
took the reins.”

Noting the rapidly growing enthusiasm and 
the steadily increasing number of Legacy Project 
applications, in Dec. 2015 Endorsement Committee 
Chair Ellen Rosenthal raised the goal to 1,000 
projects—one that also was quickly surpassed. 

Every county in Indiana had multiple projects 
of varying shapes and sizes, with an average of 18. 
County population was not always a predictor of the 
number of initiatives. Greene (population 33,190) 
and Carroll (population 20,086) were among the 
six counties with the highest number of Legacy 

Projects—Greene had 58 and Carroll, 46. Rounding 
out the top six were Marion (145), Allen (45), and 
Lake and Porter (41 each). 

The Commission developed a formal endorsement 
process. Local agencies, associations, schools, 
museums and organizations could complete on 
online application for proposed projects. “We 
went through several revisions of the endorsement 
process,” said Jensen. “It was a living, breathing 
document. If the project fit our guidelines, had merit 
and bettered our state and community, we wanted to 
honor it.” 

Letters of support from the community were 
required to demonstrate local interest. Only non-
profit projects were allowed, and projects were 
required to focus on one or more of the bicentennial’s 
four pillars: youth and education, historical 
celebration, community involvement and nature 
conservation. Falling under the nature conservation 
pillar, 183 Bicentennial Nature Trust projects were 
included in the 1,650 total. 
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A nine-member group representing figures in Cass County history visited schools and participated in festivals, parades and other special events 
throughout the bicentennial year, including the Taste of Cass County in Logansport.

Photo credit: Rich Voorhees



The Commission placed special emphasis on 
ensuring that Legacy Projects represented the 
racial, ethnic and cultural diversity of Indiana. 
Commission staffers contacted more than 125 
agencies, organizations and individuals representing 
diverse groups throughout the state and invited them 
to submit proposals. Eighty-five endorsed projects 
specifically highlight Indiana’s diverse makeup, 
with many more including diversity as a secondary 
emphasis. 

A complete database of endorsed Legacy Projects, 
searchable by keyword, pillar or county, is archived 
on the Indiana Bicentennial Commission website: 
indiana2016.org. 

“Of all the things accomplished during the 
bicentennial, I am most proud of the Legacy Projects,” 
said Executive Director Perry Hammock. “Although 
the bicentennial year is over, people are still coming 
up with new ones. They’re hanging on to the concept, 
and its impact on Indiana will live on.” 

Legacy Project 
Endorsement Guidelines
Benefits of Endorsement

• Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
endorsed projects and programs received:

• Listing on the 2016 Indiana Bicentennial 
website, wwww.indiana2016.org;

• Permission to use the official 2016 
Indiana Bicentennial logo, in accordance 
with logo guidelines, on Indiana 
Bicentennial related promotional 
materials;

• Letter of endorsement from the 2016 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission.

Endorsement Criteria
To be considered for endorsement by the 
2016 Indiana Bicentennial Commission, 
the applicant must have demonstrated 
to the Commission’s satisfaction that 
the proposed project met the following 
required criteria. Priority was given to 
projects that met multiple goals. The 
Commission reserved the right to refuse 
endorsement of a project or program.
Projects or programs were required to be:

• Open and accessible to the public
• Relevant to Indiana and the state’s 

bicentennial
• Fundable (without Commission support)
• Achievable

Projects or programs also must have met 
at least one of the following recommended 
goals or characteristics:

• Culturally inclusive
• Creating a legacy for the future
• Celebratory
• Engaging and inspiring to youth and 

young adults
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Legacy Projects by the Numbers
• 18 - average number of Legacy 

Projects by county

• 350+ – number of Indiana 
communities, towns or cities with 
projects

• 66 counties with both Legacy and 
Bicentennial Nature Trust Projects

Legacy Projects by Pillar
• Community Involvement - 39%

• Historical Celebration - 29%

• Youth and Education - 16%

• Nature and Conservation - 16%

• Bicentennial Nature Trust - 11%

Top Number of Legacy Projects  
by County
• Marion - 147

• Greene - 58

• Allen - 45

• Carroll - 46

• Lake - 41

• Porter - 41
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Need large photo

The Indiana Bicentennial 
Barn Quilt

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission



County fairs, festivals and parades. Art 
exhibitions and concerts. Historical 
reenactments and displays. Books and reading 

projects. Educational activities for children and adults 
alike. Health initiatives. Tree and garden plantings. 
Community parks and public art projects. All these 
and more were among the 1,650 Legacy Projects 
endorsed by the Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
from 2014 through 2016. In these pages we highlight 
a number of representative Legacy Projects. A 
complete list and descriptions of all Legacy Projects 
are available at indiana2016.org and also are stored in 
the Indiana State Archives.

Historical Celebration
• Preserving the Paul Hadley State Flag was an 

Indiana Historical Bureau project to conserve 
the Indiana state flag, designed and fabricated 
by Mooresville native Paul Hadley. The restored 
flag was on display in a traveling exhibition 
organized by the Indiana Archives and Records 
Administration. The exhibit visited Vincennes, 
Corydon and the Indiana Statehouse, allowing 
the public to view artifacts such as the state 
flag, state constitution, state historic rifle, 
territorial documents and other items from 
Indiana’s territorial and early statehood period. 
The flag also was displayed at the Mooresville 
Public Library and the Greater Lafayette 
Museum of Art.

Paul Hadley’s original state flag was restored for the bicentennial and 
displayed throughout the state in a traveling exhibition by the Indiana 
Archives and Records Administration.

Photo credit: Indiana Historical Bureau

Legacy Project Highlights | 101

LEGACY PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

Historical Celebration: 
Abraham Lincoln’s Cushaw 
Squash Project at the Lyles 
Station Historic School and 
Museum

Settled in the early 1800s, Lyles Station is 
one of the last remaining African-American 
settlements in the state. Its Historic School 
and Museum acquired heirloom Cushaw 
squash seeds from the Lincoln National 
Boyhood National Memorial, which were 
planted by Gibson County 4-H members on 
the grounds of the museum. Pies made from 
the squash were served at the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay celebration at Lyles Station on 
Sept. 11, 2016, and seeds from harvested 
gourds were made available to garden clubs 
and gardeners.

In another Legacy Project in Lyles Station, 
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
African American History and Culture 
collected soil at one of the oldest family farms 
in the community, the Greer family farm near 
Princeton, on April 30, 2016. Smithsonian 
curator Paul Gardullo and members of the 
Greer family dug the soil, which was also 
included in the 2016 “Power of Place” exhibit 
at the Lyles Station museum.

“The story of African Americans as Hoosier 
pioneers has rarely been recognized, and 
this project brings this aspect of Indiana’s 
history to light,” the Lyles Station Historic 
Preservation Corporation wrote in its Legacy 
Project proposal.
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Left: DeKalb County, whose bison reflected 
its history as a transportation hub, was 
awarded second place by Indiana State 
Fair judges for its “design and detailed 
imagery.”

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission

Opposite page: Fulton County’s Bison-
tennial bison won the Indiana State Fair 
Judge’s Choice Award for its “quality, 
execution and representation of state and 
county.” It also was awarded third place in 
the Fair’s People’s Choice Awards.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission

Community Involvement:  
Bison-tennial Public Art Project

It all started with 19 bison statues in North 
Manchester, Indiana, and grew to become what’s 
believed to be the largest public art project of its 
kind in the nation. By the end of 2016, the bison 
“herd” had expanded to more than 220 statues in 
81 Indiana counties. 

The Bison-tennial project grew from one 
of the earliest Bicentennial Legacy Projects, a 
youth-oriented initiative submitted by the North 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce in Wabash 
County. The Chamber’s plan was to purchase 
small, concrete bison statues on which area 
students would paint unique designs related to 
local history and area industries. The project 
would pair eighth-graders from Manchester 
Community Schools with art students from 
Manchester University to paint the bison, which 
then would be placed along the town’s main 
thoroughfare.

Recognizing its value on a statewide basis, the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission partnered 
with The Indiana Association of United Ways 
to expand the Bison-tennial project statewide, 
with a goal of having one bison statue in each of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. Why a bison? The animal 
is connected to Indiana in various ways: a bison 
appears on Indiana’s state seal, and southern 
Indiana was on the path of the Buffalo Trace, an 
ancient trail worn into the earth by migrating 
buffalo that later became a pathway for native 
tribes and a pioneer road.

“The lighthearted concept of a ‘bison-tennial’ 
offered us a great way to share a part of Indiana 
history that many Hoosiers didn’t know, while we 

celebrated our Indiana communities, artists and 
creativity,” said Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
Executive Director Perry Hammock. 

Unable to find an Indiana-based company 
that could manufacture the life-size replicas at 
a competitive price, the Commission turned to 
America’s Fiberglass Animals in Nebraska. Their 
five-by-eight foot, 200-pound white fiberglass 
creatures traveled to Indiana on a flatbed trailer 
bearing a sign that read, “Going to Indiana for the 
Bison-tennial.” Hammock said, “We hope that 
sign encouraged people driving on the highways 
and byways across mid-America to stop in Indiana 
and see our namesake bison.”

Each county found its own way to fund 
the purchase of a bison (the cost of each 
was approximately $1,100), with community 
foundations, businesses, organizations and 
individuals stepping up to the challenge. In Boone 
County, residents who purchased a “share” of a 
statue earned the opportunity to have it spend a 
weekend in their yard. Some counties had more 
than one bison, with community organizations 
sponsoring individual projects.

Each county devised its own unique way of 
decorating its bison. Some were painted by 
schoolchildren; others were designed by amateur 
or professional artists. Many featured scenes 
from Indiana history, local points of interest or 
historical figures.

Many counties included an educational 
component in their bison projects. For example, 
the Wells County bison, “Blossom,” was part of 
a countywide school reading project. The book 
“Blossom and the Bicentennial,” published by 
the Wells County United Way, was given to 600 
kindergarten and preschool students. Legacy 
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Project Coordinator Pamela Beckford said it was 
“especially heartwarming” to hear parents talk 
about their child’s excitement upon receiving the 
book.

The bison were invited to a “stampede” at 
the 2016 Indiana State Fair. Twenty-eight were 
transported to Indianapolis, and fairgoers and 
judges had the opportunity to vote on their 
favorite designs. Fulton, DeKalb and Kosciusko 
counties took best-in-show prizes, with Martin 
County’s “Buffalo Bill” winning the “People’s 
Choice” award. Shellie Bellinger, one of the six 
artists who painted DeKalb County’s bison, 
said, “This was a really neat thing to bring the 
community together. It was such a fun project, 
we were kind of disappointed when we were 
finished!”

Some bison, mounted on trailers, followed their 
county’s torchbearers during the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay; others stood near or within county 
courthouses, schools, libraries and historical 
societies. 

The bison project lives on after the bicentennial 
year: some statues were permanently mounted 
at courthouses, libraries or in city parks. Others 
were included in displays at museums or historical 
societies, sometimes along with their county’s 
bicentennial torch and other memorabilia. 

In Carroll County, one of the county’s four 
bison was dedicated at the first-ever Solstice 
Celebration at Deer Creek Bicentennial Park 
in Delphi on June 20, 2016. Artist 
Sunny Miller researched the foods of 
area native peoples before painting 
the park’s sculpture. Winter Hawk, a 
group of Native American drummers, 
performed in full dress regalia, 
including a welcome song and a flag 
song to honor Indiana’s bicentennial 
flag, as well as one to honor veterans.

“My favorite thing about this 
project is the legacy it is leaving in 
communities across the state,” said 
Heather Davis, Indiana Association 
of United Ways Bicentennial Projects 
Coordinator. “These bison have 
been painted by local youth, budding 
amateur artists and even professionals 
donating their time. They have been 
used by our hardworking local United 
Ways to support Early Reading 
programs for our children and to 
help bring new excitement to local 
fundraisers for admirable causes.”

Historical Celebration:  
Levi and Catharine Coffin State 
Historic Site Community Day

Levi and Catharine Coffin, conductors for the 
Underground Railroad, helped more than 2,000 
fleeing slaves who passed through their house 
in the town of Newport (now Fountain City) 
during the 1830s and 1840s. In a $3.8 million 
project timed to coincide with Indiana’s 200th 
birthday, an interpretive center was added at the 
Wayne County site of the restored Coffin house, 
a National Historic Landmark. Smithsonian 
Magazine named it one of 12 new museums in 
the nation to visit in 2016. The 5,100-square-foot 
center includes the exhibition “Souls Seeking 
Safety: Bringing Indiana’s Underground Railroad 
Experience to Life.” 

On Dec. 10 and 11, 2016, Wayne County 
residents had the opportunity to tour the new 
museum during free Community Days. Legacy 
Project Coordinator Joanna Hahn said, “The 
community of Fountain City watched this 
building for two years as it was constructed and 
many were itching to see it once it was opened. 
Visitors remarked … [that they] are proud to see it 
as part of their community.”



• Items from the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) Relic Collection dating to 
1816 and earlier were on display at the Allen 
County Public Library from Jan. 7–Mar. 31, 
2016. They included the key from the Old Fort 
in Fort Wayne, a Revolutionary War soldier’s 
watch, and a candlestick holder used by George 
Washington in his camp during the war. The 
Legacy Project was sponsored by the Mary 
Penrose Wayne Chapter.

• The Indiana State Museum sponsored several 
exhibitions endorsed as Bicentennial Legacy 
Projects. “Indiana in 200 Objects” was a 
major exhibit illuminating Indiana’s natural 
and cultural history. In addition to nearly 
140 artifacts from the Indiana State Museum 
collection, 40 partnering institutions from 
throughout the nation collaborated to provide 
contributions. Artifacts included a mastodon 
skeleton, Mario Andretti’s Indy 500 fire 
suit, Amelia Earhart’s flight jacket, Johnny 
Appleseed’s drinking flask, Indiana’s electric 
chair, a copy of the 13th Amendment signed by 
Abraham Lincoln and a military drone built by 
Rolls Royce.

• “19 Stars” was an exhibition of 19 historic star-
patterned quilts from the museum’s collection, 
along with an equal number of contemporary 
star-themed quilts by some of Indiana’s 
outstanding quilt artists.

• “200 Years of Indiana Art: A Cultural 
Legacy” featured works by Indiana artists from 
the territorial days to the present. The show 
illustrated the development of the visual arts in 
Indiana, representing the talent and diversity of 
Hoosier artists.
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Kurt Vonnegut’s “Slaughterhouse Five,” a Raggedy Ann doll and Amelia Earhart’s flight jacket were among the 20th-century objects featured in the 
Indiana State Museums’ “Indiana in 200 Objects” exhibition.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Historical Celebration: 
Countdown to 100

Indiana’s first two state parks, McCormick’s 
Creek State Park and Turkey Run State Park, 
were officially dedicated on Dec. 16, 1916 
as an Indiana centennial legacy project. On 
the same date in 2015, Indiana State Parks 
launched the Countdown to 100 – a yearlong 
celebration of Indiana’s state park system. 
Today, Indiana’s state parks encompass 
170,000 acres and 700 miles of trails, and host 
more than 16 million visitors each year. 

The event began at McCormick’s Creek 
with a public breakfast and a walk to the 
falls and the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Recreation Hall. At noon, Indiana State 
Parks and the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources hosted a news conference 
and public event in the Statehouse 
Rotunda featuring interactive booths 
where guests could see Indiana wildlife, 
pick up information about Indiana’s 24 
state parks and their history, and receive a 
commemorative coin. In the afternoon, a 
public ceremony at Turkey Run State Park 
included a walk to the Juliet Strauss sculpture 
and the Lieber Memorial, a toast at Sunset 
Point at dusk and dinner at Turkey Run Inn. 

Gov. Mike Pence issued a proclamation 
declaring Dec. 16, 2015, as Centennial State 
Parks Day.
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Right: Youngsters show off their harvest, along with a pie made from 
their Cushaw squash.

Photo credit: Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial

Below: Indiana State Parks celebrated its centennial anniversary 
in 2016. The park system was created as a state centennial legacy 
project.

Photo credit: Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Nature Conservation: Cushaw 
“Lincoln” Squash Bicentennial 
Gardens

The Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial in 
Lincoln City arranged for every elementary school 
student in Spencer and Perry counties to receive 
seeds carried down from Abraham Lincoln’s 
father’s Cushaw squash garden, helping them 
to learn the history of Lincoln’s early years in 
Indiana. The children were encouraged to plant 
the squash seeds and promote the bicentennial 
with a yard sign pointing out their squash garden. 
Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial staff, 
community partners and 52 volunteers began 
collecting more than 10,000 of the squash seeds 
in 2013. They celebrated the 2016 harvest with 
contests recognizing the largest squash, best 
squash pie, largest number of seeds collected  
and more.

Legacy Project Coordinator Paula Alexander 
reported, “A local fourth-grader planted her 
squash seeds in her grandfather’s garden. The 
squash grew so big that she decided to enter the 
largest in our ‘Heaviest Squash’ contest. She was 
very excited to … learn that she won with her 
squash that weighed 54 pounds!” 



• Bicentennial Barns of Indiana was a barn 
registry contest open to all Indiana residents, 
with a goal of participation from all 92 counties. 
Barn owners were encouraged to submit photos 
of barns built before 1950 to a public website. 
From those submitted, 200 were selected to 
represent Indiana’s barns in celebration of 
the bicentennial. At a ceremony at the 2016 
Indiana State Fair attended by 120 of the 200 
barn owners (one who made the trip was 100 
years old), each owner was presented with a 
bicentennial sign. A panel of agriculturalists, 
artists and preservationists selected 10 barns 
that best represented Indiana based on the 
integrity of the original architecture and the 
barn’s history, purpose and overall aesthetics. 
The ten barns were included in a yearlong 
traveling exhibit, and their owners received a 
plaque handcrafted by Hoosier artisan Dorrel 
Harrison. 

• The Hoosier Heroines Essay Contest for 
Indiana students in grades five through nine 

celebrated both Women’s History Month and 
Indiana’s bicentennial in 2016. Students were 
asked to write an essay on a Hoosier woman 
living between 1816-2016 who made an impact 
on the state’s history in agriculture, suffrage, 
business, science or education. The essays were 
judged by the state of Indiana’s female elected 
officials. Award winners were invited to a Mar. 
30, 2016, Statehouse reception with the officials 
and First Lady Karen Pence. The contest was 
sponsored by the State Capitol Tour Office.

• First Lady Karen Pence, Indiana’s Bicentennial 
Ambassador, sponsored a total of five Legacy 
Projects. Among them was the creation of a new 
set of state china for Indiana’s bicentennial. 
The china, used for official dinners and 
receptions, was displayed at the Governor’s 
residence. Governor’s Residence Commission 
volunteers assisted in the selection process. The 
china was funded through private donations to 
the Governor’s Building Foundation. 
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Scheat, Indiana’s bicentennial star

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Community Involvement: Indiana’s 
Bicentennial Star

Indiana’s bicentennial has its own place in the cosmos. 
Scheat, a corner star in the Great Square of Pegasus, 
was officially named the Indiana Bicentennial 
Star. “The starlight that left Scheat 200 years 
ago when Indiana became a state—light that 
is traveling at 186,000 miles per second—is 
just now reaching our eyes,” said Chuck 
Bueter, an amateur astronomist in St. 
Joseph County who led community 
activities to promote Scheat as 
Indiana’s Bicentennial Star.

“The Bicentennial Star was a hook 
at public outreach events during 
which we gazed skyward with 
telescopes or the naked eye,” Bueter 
added. “It allowed us to insert gently 
the astronomy notions of light years 
and distance and time  
while bringing in local history and the  
bicentennial celebration.”



Youth and Education
• In the Hoosier Pride and Cultural Legacy 

Project, Arts for Learning partnered with seven 
schools across the state to present a series of 
photography workshops led by teaching artist 
Bill Rasdell. A total of 278 students participated 
in the workshops; 92 of them submitted 419 
photographs to the project website for Rasdell’s 
consideration. He selected 28 to include in 
the final 40-foot by 20-foot collage that was 
displayed in the lobby of Clowes Memorial 
Hall at Butler University in Indianapolis during 
2016-17. 

“The monumental scale of the final artwork 
is a testament to the honing of the students’ 
photography skills and a tribute to the creative 
energy that is found throughout the state,” said 
Legacy Project Coordinator Katrina Kuntz. 
“This impressive artwork showcases the 
students’ talent as well as the regional diversity 
of the land and people of Indiana.” The project 
was made possible, in part, with support 
from the Indiana Arts Commission. The 419 
photography submissions are archived on the 
project website, hoosierprideproject.org. 
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 The completed Hoosier 
Pride mural was displayed 
at Clowes Memorial Hall in 
Indianapolis.

Photo credit: Hoosier Pride 
and Cultural Legacy Project



• The Mary Bateman Clark Legacy Project 
celebrated the life of a woman who has been 
called “the Rosa Parks of her era.” Clark’s great-
great-great-granddaughters, Eunice Trotter and 
Ethel McCane, traveled the state presenting an 
overview and reenactment of Clark’s story to 
audiences. In 1821, Clark sued the person to 
whom she was indentured in Vincennes and 
won on appeal to the state Supreme Court. 
The landmark ruling contributed to the end of 
indentured servitude in Indiana.

 Ethel McCane portrays her great-great-great grandmother, Mary 
Bateman Clark.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

• As part of the Indiana African American 
Trail Project, three historical markers were 
dedicated across the state in 2016. The first, in 
Corydon, celebrates Polly Strong, an enslaved 
woman who sued for her freedom in Knox 
County in 1820. The suit resulted in a landmark 
Indiana Supreme Court ruling: “Slavery can 
have no existence.” All sitting justices of the 
Indiana Supreme Court attended the marker 
dedication ceremony. The second marker, in 
Indianapolis, marks the accomplishments 
of James Overall, an Underground Railroad 
operative who helped many people to freedom. 
The third marker celebrated the life of 
Chapman Harris of Madison, possibly the 
most prominent of all Underground Railroad 
operatives in Indiana.

• ArtSmart Indiana (See page 36)
• The Indiana State Library created the 

Indiana Young Readers Center in Indiana’s 
bicentennial year, the first in the nation 
modeled after the Young Readers Center at the 
Library of Congress in Washington, DC. The 
Center includes books by Indiana authors and 
illustrators, materials for children and young 
adults, and interactive exhibits on such topics 
as “How to Become an Author or Illustrator,” 
“Genealogy for Kids” and “Indiana Facts & 
Trivia.” 

• Young Voices of Indianapolis, a non-profit 
community choral organization, celebrated the 
bicentennial by bringing a 30-minute program 
of Hoosier poetry and song to organizations 
throughout central Indiana. A Hoosier 
Bicentennial Medley featured poetry by James 
Whitcomb Riley and Sarah Bolton and music 
by Cole Porter and James Hanley, among many 
others.

• Every central Indiana Boy Scout participating 
in the Crossroads of America Council’s day 
camps built cardinal nest houses to provide 
safe nesting places for Indiana’s state bird. The 
Scouts built more than 3,000 nest houses in 
seven Indiana counties while learning about the 
cardinal and its relevance to the Hoosier state. 

• The Indianapolis Museum of Art held several 
exhibitions related to Indiana art in honor of 
the bicentennial. “19 Stars of Indiana Art: A 
Bicentennial Celebration” featured works of 
art from the museum’s collection celebrating 
the artistic achievements of 19 men and women 
who were born, raised or worked in Indiana. 
Another exhibition, “A Land Enchanted: The 
Golden Age of Indiana Art, 1877-1902,” 
featured paintings, drawings and sculptures 
by William Merritt Chase, James F. Gookins, 
John Washington Love, members of the Hoosier 
Group and others. 

• “A Joy Forever: Marie Webster Quilts” 
featured the quilt designs of Indiana native 
Marie Daugherty Webster, considered one of 
the leading quilt designers of the early 20th 
century. In conjunction with the show, Studio 
Art Quilt Associates sponsored “Dialogues: 
Contemporary Responses to Marie Webster 
Quilts,” a juried exhibition of small-scale 
contemporary quilts inspired by Webster’s 
designs.

• “A Gentleman Collector from Indiana: 
Portraits from the Collection of Booth 
Tarkington” featured the author’s published 
and unpublished commentary on his 
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paintings, as well as his broader thoughts 
on the power of portraiture in an exhibit 
commemorating not only the bicentennial, but 
the 70th anniversary of Tarkington’s death. 
During the bicentennial year, the museum 
flagged works of other Indiana artists not 
included in the exhibition to draw attention to 
the Hoosier creative spirit.

• The WFYI Public Media documentary 
“Attucks: The School that Opened a City,” 
told the success story of the segregated 
Crispus Attucks High School, which opened in 
Indianapolis in 1927. The film was nominated 
for a 2017 Regional Emmy Award.

• The Center for the Performing Arts in 
Hamilton County hosted a yearlong Indiana 
Celebration that included performances, 
master classes, an interactive video conference 
for schools, and activities to celebrate Hoosier 
artists and songwriters.

• Brick Street Poetry Inc. published the Birthday 
Book, featuring poetry representing all 
92 counties. Each of the 92 cosponsoring 
organizations selected three to five finalists and 
forwarded the poems to Brick Street Poetry, 
which then selected one poem representing 
each county to include in the book. It was 
distributed to participating libraries statewide.

Community Involvement
• The Historic Michigan Road Association 

published a passport booklet promoting 
tourism on Indiana’s seven historic scenic 
byways. The Indiana State Scenic Byways 
Passport Project provided maps and 
highlighted locations in each county where 
drivers could stop to have their passport 
stamped with a unique stamp representing each 
byway.
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Oliver Morton High School in Hammond took part in Indiana 
Humanities’ Next Indiana Bookshelf Project.

Photo credit: Indiana Humanities

Community Involvement:  
Next Indiana Projects

Indiana Humanities, an Indianapolis-based 
statewide nonprofit dedicated to promoting the 
public humanities, sponsored many Bicentennial 
Legacy Projects as part of its Next Indiana two-
year initiative celebrating Indiana’s 200 years of 
statehood. 

Examining Ethics-Next Indiana Podcasts was 
a three-episode miniseries exploring three moral 
and ethical themes related to Indiana’s first 200 
years of statehood: infrastructure, immigration 
and incarceration. Each of the podcast episodes 
explored critical moments in Indiana’s history, 
providing context on how the state handled the 
issues, as well as the repercussions and influence 
on the state in 2016. 

Next Indiana Bookshelf held 13 books of 
fiction, nonfiction, essays and poetry with 
a strong Hoosier connection. The project 
encouraged people of all ages to read, think and 
then talk together about the state and its future. 
More than 5,500 people participated in the 
project, created in partnership with the Indiana 
Center for the Book. A series of public discussions 
were held throughout  
the state. 

A teacher at Morton High School in Hammond 
wrote, “The Next Indiana Bookshelf and its 
mission to draw attention to Indiana and its 

future during this special bicentennial year 
has helped broaden our students’ horizons, so 
to speak, when it comes to their home state 
and, I believe, has helped them feel proud to be 
Hoosiers.” 

A participant at the Sullivan County Public 
Library event commented, “I learned that, even 
though many of those in the group have different 
backgrounds, they all have aspirations for the 
future of Indiana and our local community. They 
didn’t agree on all things (politics, agriculture/
mining, etc.), but all agreed in their desire to 
be forward-thinking. It led me to the idea that 
we [the library] need to be looking to our own 
community and support local discussion if we are 
to grow and adapt into the future.”

The organization also presented ALL-IN, ALL-
IN Block Parties and New Indiana Campfires 
during the bicentennial.



• The INShape Indiana’s Bicentennial 
Celebration of Healthy Hoosiers encouraged 
people to share photos on social media of 
themselves, family and friends enjoying healthy 
food and activities around Indiana. Each month 
in 2016 offered a theme related to nutrition and 
physical activity.

• The Oakland City–Columbia Township 
Public Library created Oakland City Reads 
“Indiana,” a minute-long video featuring 
Oakland City residents of all ages reading 
lines from the Indiana state poem at various 
locations throughout their community. The 
video was posted on the library’s website and on 
YouTube.

Nature Conservation
• Twenty-two Indiana nature centers, nature 

preserves, land trusts, parks, wildlife refuges, 
conservancies and other nature preservation 
organizations became part of the Bicentennial 
Nature Network in 2016. The goal of this 
Nature Conservancy project, established in 
conjunction with The Children of Indiana 
Nature Park, was to ensure that a partner 
nature center offering environmental education 
and creative outdoor experiences was located 
within 60 miles of every child in the state.

• Bison once again roam on 1,060 acres of 
Indiana prairie land, thanks to The Nature 
Conservancy of Indiana. In Nov. 2016, the 
organization established a herd of 23 male and 
female bison in the Bringing Bison Back to 
Newton County project at Kankakee Sands. 
The herd, eventually expected to grow to 
between 40 and 70 animals, helps to create a 
more healthy and diverse prairie at the 7,000-
acre Efroymson Restoration site at Kankakee 
Sands. The public can view the herd from a 
viewing station, where they also can learn about 
the animal’s history in Indiana.

• Earth Charter Indiana sponsored a 
Bicentennial Tree of Hope Project as part 
of its Sustainable Indiana 2016 Legacy 
Project. More than 250 organizations, schools, 
businesses and individuals answered Earth 
Charter’s call to plant and dedicate a Tree of 
Hope. For example, 10 trees were planted in 
Hamilton County parks in April 2016 thanks 
to an effort led by Nick Svendsen, an Eagle 
Scout candidate in Westfield. “We are thrilled 
that a young member of our community took 
an interest in spearheading the Tree of Hope 
project,” said Brenda Myers, president and CEO 
of Hamilton County Tourism. 

Bicentennial Trees of Hope were planted throughout the state in a 
project sponsored by Earth Charter Indiana. 

Photo credit: Earth Charter Indiana

• The Indiana Bicentennial Birding Big Year 
initiative invited birders to seek out the many 
species of birds found in Indiana in 2016. The 
program was a partnership of the Indiana 
Department of National Resources, the 
National Park Service and the Indiana Audubon 
Society. Prizes were offered to anyone who 
found and logged 100 or 200 species of birds. 
To mark the 100th anniversary of Indiana State 
Parks and the National Park Service, at least 
100 of the logged species had to be found in an 
Indiana State Park or a National Park site in 
Indiana.

Legacy Projects by the Numbers
Total Legacy Projects - 1,650
Bicentennial Nature Trust - 183
Youth and Education - 259
Nature Conservation - 83
Historical Celebration - 477
Community Involvement - 648
Books - 60
Tree and Garden Plantings - 50
Murals and Public Art Projects - 37
Festivals/Parades - 21
Giant Maps and Timelines - 14
County/State Fairs - 13
Time Capsules - 11
Parks/Trails - 11
Runs/Walks - 11
Bike Rides - 5
Barn Quilt Trails - 4 
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Of the 1,650 Legacy Projects endorsed by the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission, 101 were 
created by groups with statewide reach. Arts 

and cultural institutions, service organizations 
and state governmental agencies created projects 
representing all four pillars that reached tens of 
thousands of Hoosiers. The following are just a few 
examples. A complete listing of statewide legacy 
projects is housed on the indiana2016.org website and 
in the State of Indiana Archives.

Community Involvement  
37 statewide projects

• Indiana Humanities created the concept of 
ALL-IN Block Parties, held in 46 communities 
throughout the state in 2015 and 2016. The 
parties included a series of entertaining 
and thought-provoking challenges designed 
to build state and local pride. Circulating 
among booths run by various community 
organizations, participants completed a short 
activity at each that encouraged them to get 
to know their neighbors and their state in 
new ways. Community organizations that 
wished to sponsor an ALL-IN Block Party 
sent an application to Indiana Humanities. 
Organizations selected to participate received 
$1,000 to fund their event, along with a training 
workshop, promotional materials and prizes 
to distribute to participants. The culminating 
event was an ALL-IN Block Party at the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s Hoosier 
Homecoming on Oct. 15, 2016. 

• The Indiana Association of United Ways and 
partners developed and promoted the Bison-
tennial Public Art Project. More than 200 
bison in 81 counties were decorated by local 
artists or organizations. The life-size fiberglass 
bison were on display in public locations 
throughout the state (more information on  
page 103). 

• Bringing Back the Arts to Our State Parks, 
a joint project of the Indiana Arts Commission 
(IAC) and the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources, celebrated a trio of anniversaries 
in 2016: the bicentennial, the centennial of 
Indiana State Parks and the 50th anniversary 
of the Indiana Arts Commission. The program 
offered annual grants to bring arts programs 
and services to Indiana’s state parks and 
state forests. Among the 111 IAC-sponsored 
Legacy Projects were “Indiana Masterpiece” 
Bicentennial Grants. The IAC awarded 35 
grants to arts organizations statewide for 
special productions, commissions, exhibitions, 
performances, and artistic celebrations that 
showcased the state’s arts history and arts 
history makers. In addition, the IAC awarded 
197 grants for Bicentennial Legacy Projects, 
including Arts in the Parks programs.

• Thanks to an IAC grant, Dance Kaleidoscope 
took one of its most popular pieces—Cole!—on 
the road to celebrate the bicentennial. Artistic 
director David Hochoy—honored with a 
Governor’s Art Award in the bicentennial year 
and named a “living legend” by the Indiana 
Historical Society— choreographed the piece 
to the music of Indiana native Cole Porter. In 
2016, Dance Kaleidoscope performed the show 
for audiences in New Albany, Terre Haute, 
Indianapolis and Frankfort, Kentucky.

• The Garden Club of Indiana, Inc. sponsored 
a Blue and Gold Floral Tribute to Indiana’s 
Flag, with plantings statewide featuring the 
colors of Indiana’s flag. The organization’s 
1,600 members and 55 clubs throughout the 
state planted blue and gold flowers at parks, 
municipal buildings, libraries, schools, nursing 
homes and their own homes. Even Purdue 
University replaced its traditional black and 
gold gardens with blue and gold in honor of 
Indiana’s birthday.

STATEWIDE LEGACY PROJECTS 
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• Ball State University’s Small Town Indiana 
project completed a comprehensive 
photographic survey of the historic structures, 
districts and downtowns in “all Indiana 
crossroads, hamlets, villages and small towns.” 
In a project funded by Indiana Landmarks, 
Indiana Humanities, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and Ball State University, 
photographers traveled throughout the state 
in 2016 to document historic structures, main 
streets and primary historic districts. Their 
photos were published on the project website 
smalltowns.soulofindiana.org. 

• The Indiana Barn Foundation and partners 
Indiana Landmarks and the Indiana State 
Quilt Guild created an Indiana Bicentennial 
Barn Quilt. Artists designed the 92 squares in 
the quilt, each of which depicted a traditional 
barn in an Indiana county. Assembled by 
the Indiana State Quilt Guild and quilted 
by Ruby Borkholder, the quilt was displayed 
at more than 50 locations throughout the 
state in 2016. The Indiana Bicentennial Barn 
Quilt was awarded Outstanding Bicentennial 
Collaborative Project by the Indiana Historical 
Society. 

• The IU Public Policy Institute sponsored 
Policy Choices for Indiana’s Future: Thriving 
Communities, Thriving State (Policy Choices 
II), which focused on strategies and policies to 
ensure thriving Indiana communities. Three 
study commissions evaluated issues affecting 
urban, suburban and medium-sized, and 
rural and small communities. The Institute 
hosted public-policy conversations focusing on 
relevant innovative policies, as well as a 2016 
gubernatorial forum. 

• The Brewers of Indiana guild sponsored 
Bicentenni-Ale, an effort to encourage brewers 
around the state to craft beers with Indiana-
grown ingredients and bring attention to 
both Hoosier farmers and beverages. In all, 15 
Indiana brewers created 15 varieties of beer 
using native-grown ingredients that included 
hops, malted barley, hominy, persimmon pulp, 
and even wild yeast found growing on Hoosier 
cobwebs.

Youth and Education  
37 statewide projects

• The traveling exhibit Indiana Folk Art: 200 
Years of Tradition and Innovation, sponsored 
by Traditional Arts Indiana, included the work 
of master artisans and highlighted the state’s 

diverse traditional art forms. The exhibit 
traveled to public libraries, state parks and 
festivals. Artisans also provided demonstrations 
and hands-on workshops.

• Ball State University sponsored the Indiana 
State Park History Tour Phone App, which 
maps walking and driving tours of six historic 
Indiana State Parks: Indiana Dunes, Lincoln, 
McCormick’s Creek, Mounds, Pokagon and 
Turkey Run. The navigational maps highlight 
trails and roads, with stops marked at various 
locations that offer insights on the site’s history 
and historic photos. In addition, the Indiana 
State Parks Centennial Curriculum for 
elementary students explored Indiana’s history 
and its ties to Indiana’s state parks. The project 
was sponsored by the Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources, Division of State Parks and 
Reservoirs. 

• The Indiana Bicentennial Train, sponsored by 
the Indiana Historical Society, traveled through 
the state from 2013 through 2016, reaching 
more than 50,000 visitors in more than a dozen 
towns and cities. The three-car train featured a 
free exhibition, “The Next Indiana.” Temporary 
“depots” were set up at each of the train stops 
for visitors to participate in hands-on activities.

• The Indiana Historical Bureau created 
a Bicentennial Sign Initiative to help 
communities and organizations mark their 
bicentennial activity in a lasting way. The 
signs were offered to Indiana localities and 
organizations with festivals or other activities 
endorsed by the Bicentennial Commission, as 
well as other approved projects. 

• The Indiana Department of Education’s book 
“Fun Facts for the Indiana Bicentennial” 
offered information about the state’s history, 
government, historic sites, emblems and 
symbols. The Department of Education also 
sponsored the Legacy Teachers Program to 
identify, recognize and honor Indiana teachers 
hailing from teaching families. 

• The Nischa Chuppecat Lodge of the Hoosier 
Trails Council, Boy Scouts of America, 
sponsored The Indiana Bicentennial Service 
Award to promote pride in Indiana. Scouts 
who volunteered 25 service hours in their 
communities or at state parks or historical sites 
were eligible to receive the award.

• The Indianapolis Colts sponsored the Blue in 
Schools Project, in which the Colts mascot 
Blue visited schools throughout the state to 
read his children’s book, “Blue’s Road Trip 
Through Indiana.” In Clay County, First Lady 



and Bicentennial Ambassador Karen Pence 
joined Blue to read to 600 first- and second-
graders. Pence also visited fourth-grade classes 
in her 1816 Bicentennial School Visits Legacy 
Project. Dressed in 1816 period costume, 
she spoke to children about Indiana’s 200th 
birthday and presented the book “The Gifts 
of Indiana: A Tale of Three Birthdays and 
One Grand Adventure,” written by Butler 
University students, to each school. Pence also 
led the students in completing an oversized 
Indiana map puzzle, with the 92 counties made 
of handcrafted wooden pieces.

• The Indiana Supreme Court reprinted the 1816 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. Included 
with the original text were maps, photos and 
documents relating to Indiana statehood. 

• Indiana Electric Cooperatives and Electric 
Consumer magazine sponsored a Student Art 
Contest and Cooperative Calendar of Student 
Art. The contest was open to all Indiana 
students in kindergarten through grade 12, 
with the winning artwork included in a 2016 
calendar. The featured artwork was related to 
Indiana and its bicentennial. 

• The Indiana State Library compiled a Library 
Information Packet paper and online toolkit 
about the 2016 Indiana bicentennial and 
distributed it to libraries statewide. The 
toolkit was designed to connect libraries with 
bicentennial initiatives and resources and give 
them a starting point for creating bicentennial 
programs in their own communities. The 
Library also published the Indiana Chant 
Book for Children. With assistance from State 
Library staff and contributing librarians and 
volunteers throughout the state, award-winning 
Indiana children’s author April Pulley Sayre 
used terminology collected by the Indiana State 
Library Children’s Services consultant to create 
a chant that could be used by schools, libraries 
and families in any bicentennial celebration. 
Indiana Humanities printed hundreds of 
posters and shared them with all schools in 
Indiana. The chant also resides on the Indiana 
State Library’s website as part of its permanent 
collection. 

Historical Celebration  
22 statewide projects

• Honoring Indiana’s Founding Fathers was an 
initiative sponsored by The Indiana Archives 
and Records Administration to honor the 43 
men who gathered in Corydon on June 10, 1816, 
to establish Indiana statehood and write the 
state’s first constitution. The June 2016 public 
commemoration featured memorial events at 
the gravesites of each constitutional delegate. 
The flag-raising and wreath-laying ceremonies 
also included remarks about the individual 
delegates. 

• The Indiana Supreme Court hosted Indiana’s 
1816 Constitution: Almost 200 Years and 
Counting, a free two-hour Continuing Legal 
Education class in April 2015. The early 
bicentennial project was spearheaded by 
Chief Justice Randall Shepard, an Indiana 
Bicentennial Commissioner, and approved by 
his colleagues after he retired from the bench. 
The class focused on Indiana in 1816 and how 
topics like race and religion influenced or were 
addressed in the Constitution of 1816. 

• “Indiana’s 200: The People Who Shaped 
the Hoosier State,” published by the Indiana 
Historical Society, recognized those who made 
enduring contributions to the state of Indiana 
in its 200-year history. 

• The Indiana Affordable Housing Council 
presented the exhibition “Portraits of the 
Human Spirit—Celebrating 30 Years of 
Success,” which featured images by Hoosier 
photographer Tom Casalini. The portraits 

“Portraits of the Human Spirit,” a series of portraits by 
photographer Tom Casalini, profiled Indiana residents living in 
apartments financed by the Indiana Housing and Community 
Development Authority.

Photo credit: Indiana Affordable Housing Council
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featured Indiana residents living in apartments 
financed with resources from the Indiana 
Housing and Community Development 
Authority. “This Legacy Project provided 
an opportunity to give a face and a voice to 
Hoosiers living in affordable housing and to 
break down stereotypes of these apartment 
homes,” said Project Coordinator Jeffrey Kittle. 
The photos, along with audio recordings of the 
residents’ voices, were presented at the Indiana 
Housing Conference in Indianapolis, at which 
Casalini was the keynote speaker.

• To honor its own centennial and the state’s 
bicentennial, the Society of Indiana Pioneers 
published “The Pioneer Founders of Indiana.” 
The book was the culmination of five years 
of soliciting biographical sketches of pioneers 
from all 92 counties. 

• In 2016, the Indiana Archives and Records 
Administration made nearly 17 million Indiana 
birth, death and marriage records available 
online. The Legacy Project was conducted 
in collaboration with Ancestry.com and the 
Indiana Department of Health. 

Nature Conservation  
3 statewide projects

• The Indianapolis Hiking Club offered a series 
of Bicentennial Hikes in each state park to 
celebrate Indiana’s statehood. Commemorative 
passbooks given to participants included pages 
to be stamped after each hike, much like those 
distributed at National Parks.

• Earth Charter Indiana sponsored Save the 
Bees Indiana, a statewide education project 
to highlight how bees are inextricably linked 
to our food system. Using a combination of art 
and science, the program’s aim was to educate 
Hoosiers on how to make the bicentennial a 
“beecentennial.”

• The Indiana Audubon Society saluted 
communities demonstrating an active 
commitment to the protection of bird 
populations in its project “Bird Town Indiana 
16 in ’16.” The organization’s goal was to 
designate 16 new communities as “Bird Town 
Indiana” during Indiana’s bicentennial year.

Right: The Indiana State Library published the Bicentennial 
Literary Map of Indiana, which features the names 200 Hoosier 
authors. The museum printed 25,000 copies of the poster-sized 
literary map and distributed them to libraries, schools, literary 

organizations and avid readers throughout the state.

Photo credit: Indiana State Library

Below: Indiana First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador 
Karen Pence unveil the Bicentennial Barn Quilt in ceremonies 

at the Statehouse rotunda. The quilt, named “Outstanding 
Bicentennial Collaborative Project” by the Indiana Historical 

Society, was displayed at more than 50 different locations 
throughout the state.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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“More than anything, this celebration 
brought us together as a community.”

—David Pearman, Starke County 
bicentennial coordinator

From the bluffs of the Ohio to the sand dunes 
of Lake Michigan there has been a general 
outburst of patriotic interest in Indiana and its 

history,” noted the official report of the 1916 Indiana 
Centennial. “Indeed whole counties have thus been 
brought together, old rivalries being forgotten in a 
closer acquaintanceship and a better understanding. 
And all has been done in the name of Indiana, for 
which a deeper devotion has been inspired.”

Although the language may be less flowery today, 
Indiana counties reported similar Hoosier pride 
and community cohesiveness during Indiana’s 
bicentennial celebration. There were some differences 
from 100 years earlier, however. The many historical 
pageants held in 1916 were replaced with less formal 
community festivals and celebrations in 2016. Each 
of the state’s 92 counties celebrated the bicentennial 

in its own way, but a common theme was that the 
various events and activities fostered a true spirit of 
camaraderie. 

“The entire county came together to plan and 
celebrate the Indiana bicentennial,” said Clay County 
Coordinator Shondra Barrett. “We brought together a 
lot of people to celebrate Indiana’s bicentennial with a 
real spirit of cooperation,” echoed Delaware County’s 
Nancy Carlson.

Asked to point out the accomplishments of 
Huntington County’s celebration, Bicentennial 
Coordinator Angie Garcia responded, “Engaging 
the community and bringing a diverse group of 
people together to help celebrate Indiana. We hope 
people learned something new about the State of 
Indiana.” June Julien, Steuben County coordinator, 
had a comparable answer: “Bringing together people 
from all walks of life to participate.” Dozens of other 
county coordinators had similar responses.

The following pages document the highlights 
of each individual county’s Indiana bicentennial 
celebration. 

COUNTY PROJECTS

“

In Madison County, the Bicentennial Nature Trust enabled the town of 
Pendleton to purchase two properties totaling 23 acres that expand 
Falls Park.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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ADAMS COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Larry Macklin, 
Melissa Skinner
County Seat: Decatur
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 339.03
Population, 2010: 34,387 
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 16 – 15 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Fittingly, famed Adams County author and naturalist 
Gene Stratton-Porter and her beloved home Limberlost 
were included in more than three-quarters of this county’s 
Endorsed Legacy Projects. Bicentennial Coordinator 
Melissa Skinner said, “Each and every one of them tells a 
special, unique story about Adams County.”

Stratton-Porter’s poem “Limberlost Invitation,” written in 
1916 in honor of the state’s centennial, inspired one artistic 
initiative. Indianapolis songwriter Adrienne Provenzano 
set the poem to music, which then was captured in a 
video created by Bill Hubbard and sponsored by Friends 
of the Limberlost. It premiered at the open house of the 
Limberlost State Historic Site’s Visitor Center in Geneva 
on Dec. 10, 2016. That same day, Provenzano performed 
another original song, “Limberlost: Then and Now,” at the 
closing reception of the multimedia arts show of the  
same name.

The kitchen in Stratton-Porter’s historic Limberlost cabin 
was restored, thanks to a fund drive by The Friends of the 
Limberlost that raised $10,000 and included a matching gift 
from the Indiana State Museum. 

Friends of the Limberlost also created the Limberlost Bird 
Box education box for teachers, schools, families and youth 
organizations. The box, which contains books, exercises 
and games, complements other related educational 
programs. Limberlost State Historic Site created a free, 
downloadable app to highlight the more than 200 species of 
birds of the Limberlost. Nature Day at the site on April 2, 
2016 began with a birding field trip and included a series  
of lectures. 

The Friends of the Limberlost approached birder and 
graphic designer John Lindsey to create a logo for its 
organization. Lindsey donated his talents to create a logo 
that ties Stratton-Porter’s Limberlost cabin to the 1,800 
acres of restored wetlands.

The author enjoyed watching chimney swifts fly by while 
sitting on her porch. To ensure they’ll continue to thrive in 
years to come, 16-year-old Alexandra Forsythe developed 
a new free-standing chimney swift tower to encourage 
roosting and nesting. The project was sponsored by 
Limberlost State Historic Site. 

The “Limberlost: Planting Trees for Future Generations” 
Legacy Project brought native plants and a new Bald 

Cypress tree to a lot next to Geneva’s Allison Jukebox 
Building. The new green space includes a plaque of Indiana 
limestone cut in the shape of the state, donated by Bybee 
Stone Company in Ellettsville, as well as three stones 
representing Kiwanis youth programs. The project was 
sponsored by Indiana State Museum and Friends of the 
Limberlost State Historic Site.

The Bicentennial Nature Trust and Friends of the 
Limberlost also made possible the 119-acre expansion of 
the Wabash River Heritage Corridor Trail. The property 
includes old-growth forest and wetlands.

The Geneva Chamber of Commerce and Adams County 
Parks Department created Fields Memorial Park on the 
north side of Geneva, which includes more than 1,400 feet 
of walking trail, 35 new trees, seating areas and green space. 

The bicentennial torch passed through the Adams 
County towns of Geneva, Berne, Monroe and Decatur 
on Sept. 30, 2016, Day 20 of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Torch Relay. It started out its trip on antique fire trucks, 
then stopped at Limberlost State Historic Site. A vintage 
car, motorized carriage and two Amish buggies carried 
the torch through Berne—where spectators heard the 
chimes from the Muensterberg Clock Tower ring out the 
song “Back Home Again in Indiana”—and past the Swiss 
Heritage Village. Passing through Monroe on foot, it arrived 
in Decatur for the closing ceremony as a crowd watched 
John Schultz light the cauldron in Founders Park, where 
Decatur’s Bison-tennial bison stood nearby. 

Bicentennial Coordinator Melissa Skinner said the state’s 
bicentennial “truly brought everyone from a county that 
encompasses four small towns together for a historical 
celebration!” She noted that approximately 3,000 people 
attended the event, which was organized by a committee of 
11 volunteers.

The torch and other artifacts are being preserved at 
the City of Decatur Building, as well as at various other 
locations in Monroe, Berne and Geneva.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Adams County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Limberlost State Historic Site and Friends of the Limberlost 
sponsored three-quarters of the Legacy Projects in Adams County.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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ALLEN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Curt Witcher
County Seat: Fort Wayne
Year Organized: 1823
Square Miles: 660
Population in 2010: 355,329
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 45 – 38 Legacy,  
7 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

“A key accomplishment of our bicentennial celebration 
was that the community was so involved and we engaged 
in so many different activities,” said Allen County 
Bicentennial Coordinator Curt Witcher. The county’s 
initiatives, which encompassed all four of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission’s pillars, included seven History 
and Celebration projects, five Youth and Education 
activities, eight Nature Conservation initiatives and eight 
Community Involvement events. 

Thirty diverse community members made up the Allen 
County Bicentennial Task Force. Expertise and professions 
included local government officials, educators, nonprofit 
professionals, lawyers, marketers, fundraisers, and business 
leaders. The Task Force included representation from the 
Miami Nation, Latino and Burmese communities. A wide 
range of sponsoring organizations included Fort Wayne 
TinCaps, ArtLink, Fort Wayne-Allen County History 
Center, Fort Wayne Children’s Choir, ACRES Land Trust, 
University of Saint Francis, United Way of Allen County 
and Fort Wayne Parks and Recreation.

“We are especially proud of two Legacy Projects,” said 
Witcher. 

Nineteen custom-made Bicentennial Memorial benches 
commemorating Indiana’s incorporation as the 19th state 
were installed at city parks in an effort organized by the 
Allen County-Indiana Bicentennial Task Force with the 
assistance of Historic Fort Wayne and Fort Wayne Parks 
and Recreation.

Eight corporate and philanthropic sponsors made 
tax-deductible gifts starting at $2,500 to sponsor the six-
foot-long cast iron and steel benches, manufactured by 
Wabash Valley Manufacturing in Silver Lake, IN. They 
feature a laser-cut outline of the state of Indiana, the word 
“Bicentennial” and the dates 1816-2016. The benches, 
mounted on concrete slabs, include a plaque honoring  
the donor.

“We are also very proud of our collaboration to discover, 
confirm, and at last mark the grave of one of the original 
signers of the Indiana State Constitution who is buried 
in Fort Wayne, William Polke,” said Wichter. The Task 
Force collaborated with the Indiana State Archives and the 
Mary Penrose Wayne Chapter National Daughters of the 
American Revolution on the project.

Historic Fort Wayne, Inc., sponsored a Legacy Project 
that enabled visitors to Old Fort Wayne—the only 

governmental outpost in existence in northern Indiana 
in 1816—to experience what the state was like in its first 
year of statehood. At the event on June 11-12, 2016, visitors 
heard reenactors portraying soldiers describe their lives and 
watched weavers and blacksmiths at work. 

A key from the Old Fort in Fort Wayne, a Revolutionary 
War soldier’s watch, and a candlestick holder used by 
George Washington in his war camp were among items on 
display at the Allen County Public Library in early 2016. 
Items dating from 1816 or earlier in the Daughters of the 
American Revolution Relic Collection were included in the 
exhibit, which was sponsored by the DAR Mary Penrose 
Wayne Chapter.

Allen County and Indiana history were featured in 
12 monthly articles published in Fort Wayne Monthly 
magazine and broadcast on WBNI 89.1 public radio. The 
stories focused on local conditions in 1816 and lasting 
effects of the year that Indiana gained statehood.

Approximately 700 people attended the exhibit “A 
History of Indiana License Plates from 1905 to the Present,” 
a Legacy Project sponsored by the Automobile License 
Plate Collectors Association, Inc. Project Coordinator Ned 
Flynn says the display highlighted an important aspect 
of Indiana’s motoring history, the expansion and ease of 
transportation and its growth from the Lincoln Highway to 
modern interstates. 

Seven endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust projects in 
Allen County included Fort Wayne Parks & Recreation’s 
proposed purchase of a nine-acre wooded lot adjacent 
to Salomon Farm Park that allowed for expansion of the 
park’s trail network and opportunities to demonstrate the 
role of timber lots in early 20th-century agriculture. Fort 
Wayne Trails, Inc. acquired 12 acres to expand the county’s 
Pufferbelly Trail project. 

The new Cedar Creek Conservation Area in Allen 
and DeKalb counties was a BNT project led by ACRES 
Land Trust. ACRES also purchased 110 forested acres 
that includes a two-acre bog, home to a state-endangered 
salamander, and 1,200 feet of shoreline on Lake Everett, the 
county’s only natural lake. ACRES acquired 10 acres to add 
to the Mengerson Reserve in Fort Wayne, and 83 acres of 
Maumee River frontage that contains upland forest, flood 
plain, ravines, 30-foot bluffs and agricultural fields. 

Community parks, conservation groups and resource 
management agencies collaborated to create the Allen 
County Trailblazers Community Hiking Program. Hikers 
were invited to walk one or more of 15 trails in the county, 
each about one mile in length. Hikers who signed up for the 
program and documented that they completed 10 of those 
trails received a bronze medallion.

The 230-member Fort Wayne Children’s Choir celebrated 
the bicentennial at its Spring Concert that included music 
by Indiana composers Hoagy Carmichael, Cole Porter, 
Mary Goetze and James Mulholland.

The Allen County courthouse in Fort Wayne was the 
setting for the start of the Bicentennial Torch Relay through 
the county on Oct. 1, 2016. It took a lengthy route that 
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travelled through New Haven, back to Fort Wayne, past the 
Old Fort, and on to Huntertown. Twenty-four torchbearers 
carried the flame. One of them was Tom Jaxtheimer, 
executive director of the Three Rivers Festival, whose 
German great-great-grandparents settled in Allen County 
in the 1880s. “My family has such strong ties to the area, 
and for me that’s the most important part about this,” he 
told The Fort Wayne News-Sentinel. “It gives people who 
have lived in Indiana so long a way to look back and get a 
chance to be part of something special.”

The Allen County Public Library is preserving 
information about the county’s bicentennial activities. 
Events were publicized on the Allen County 200 Facebook 
page. 

The Bicentennial Task Force raised and spent 
approximately $61,000 on bicentennial events and activities.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Allen County, visit indiana2016.org.

Artist Gwen Gutwein with one of her Indiana barn paintings, created as 
a Legacy Project.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Artist Adam David Hall painted Allen County’s Bison-tennial 
bison, “Indy.”

Photo credit: Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette



BARTHOLOMEW 
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Lynn Lucas
County Seat: Columbus
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 406.91
Population in 2010: 76,865
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 27

Bicentennial Coordinator Lynn Lucas said key 
accomplishments of Bartholomew County’s bicentennial 
celebration included “countywide partnerships, activities 
and events that included 102 torchbearer nominations, 
three celebration events during the Indiana Bicentennial 
Torch Relay and 27 endorsed Bicentennial Legacy Projects.”

One of those projects was the Indiana Bicentennial 
Mural, which celebrated the important history of art, 
architecture and design in Columbus and Bartholomew 
County. Twenty students enrolled in a summer Community 
Design Workshop at Ivy Tech Community College–
Columbus designed a colorful 70-foot mural along one wall 
of a walkway that serves as a gateway to the downtown 
Columbus arts district. 

“After students presented design concepts to a selection 
committee, they installed and painted the mural in time 
for the arrival of the Bicentennial Torch Relay,” Lucas said. 

The mural represents the various architectural designs of 
Columbus in colorful, abstract geometric shapes.

The Columbus Area Visitors Center’s annual Déjà Vu 
Art and Fine Craft Show featured a unique competition in 
honor of the state’s 200th birthday. Project Coordinator 
Marilyn Brackney said, “The heart of our Legacy Project 
was the Indiana Bicentennial Art and Fine Crafts 
Challenge, a special competition challenging artists to 
create work with Hoosier symbols and themes. Indianapolis 
artist Megan Winn created the winning entry, a leather 
journal that featured the Indiana state flag on the cover. 
Some of the pages were infused with dried corn stalks.”

More than 5,250 people participated in the 2016 Mill 
Race Marathon and Health & Fitness Expo, a Legacy Project 
sponsored by Cummins, Inc.; Main Source Bank; Columbus 
Regional Health and Southern Indiana Health. Project 
Coordinator Christina McCord said a favorite memory of 
the event was watching the faces of first-time participants 
as they crossed the historic covered bridge in Mill Race 
Park to reach the finish line “after they have just completed 
such a task and spent months preparing, all to support a 
healthier lifestyle.”

The Bartholomew County Historical Society presented 
three bicentennial-themed Legacy Projects. “Spring on 
the Farm - 200 Years of Indiana History,” an event for 
schoolchildren and the public, was held May 14 and 
15, 2016, at the Henry Breeding Farm in Edinburgh. It 
highlighted changes in farm life over 200 years. “The 
Empire Strikes Back – A Bicentennial Celebration of 
Indiana Fashion” on Apr. 9, 2016, featured styles from 

Students at Ivy Tech Community College–Columbus put finishing touches on their bicentennial mural.

Photo credit: Bartholomew County Bicentennial Committee
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1816, 1916 and 2016 and changes in Hoosier fashion over 
200 years. And “Vintage Spirits – History and Hooch of 
Bartholomew County – Bicentennial Edition” on Nov. 5, 
2016, was a 21-and-over event at the Henry Breeding Farm 
that featured characters from Indiana’s past, including 
fur trappers, suffragists and bootleggers, as well as period 
alcoholic beverages and refreshments. 

For their Legacy Project, students at Central Middle 
School in Columbus created a giant map of Indiana that 
covered the school’s basketball court. Each student created 
a map of an individual county, and those maps were pieced 
together to create a state map. The students also completed 
a research project on the people, culture and historical 
events of the county. Parents and elementary students were 
invited to view the map and ask questions of its creators.

The Bartholomew County 4-H Fair placed a special 
emphasis on the bicentennial in 2016. The fair’s Heritage 
Building featured historical reenactors and displayed 
agricultural tools used by pioneers. Exhibits highlighted the 
county’s oldest schools and churches. 

The Bicentennial Torch Relay reached Bartholomew 
County on the third leg of its travels on Sept. 18, 2016—Day 
9 of the relay. In Hartsville that Sunday, hundreds came 
out to see the torch. In Hope, 2016 500 Festival princess 
Britney Young wore her sash and tiara as she carried the 
flame. In one of its more unusual modes of transportation, 
the torch was pulled by an airplane tug at the Columbus 
Airport maintenance shop. Heading into the city, it passed 
the Columbus fire station, Columbus Regional Health, 
Parkside Elementary School and Columbus High School 
before reaching downtown, where town banners bore the 
bicentennial logo. The last stop was the Bartholomew 
County Library, site of the closing ceremony. 

Mayor Jim Lienhoop proclaimed it to be Bicentennial 
Torch Relay Day in Columbus. More than 1,500 people 
attended the Torch Relay Celebration sponsored by the 
Bartholomew County Public Library from 2:00 to 8:30 

p.m. that Sunday. Entertainment included family activities, 
food booths and a program featuring local officials 
and torchbearers. More than 900 people visited The 
Bicentennial Experience mobile exhibit that accompanied 
the Torch Relay. The “Steps Through Time” Legacy Project 
sponsored by the library took place that same weekend. The 
free event celebrating local heritage included exhibits from 
local organizations presenting important events, places, 
businesses and people in Bartholomew County history. 
The Little Hoosiers/DAR Bicentennial Children’s Choir, a 
Legacy Project created by the Joseph Hart Chapter of the 
DAR for the county Torch Relay, performed the official state 
song, “On the Banks of the Wabash, Far Away.” All fourth- 
to sixth-graders in the county were invited to participate. 

Meanwhile, the Noblitt Falls Lagoons Association in 
Columbus honored the history of its Mid-Century Modern 
neighborhood in a Legacy Project that included preserving 
the community’s architectural heritage in print, digital and 
social media and a reunion event to view the Torch Relay. 

More than 150 Bartholomew County residents served on 
event planning committees, with 65 serving on the County 
Bicentennial Committee. Expenses totaled $6,940. Events 
were publicized on dozens of county websites, Facebook 
and Twitter pages and media including The Republic, 
WCSI and the Hope Star Journal. Artifacts are stored at the 
Bartholomew County Historical Society and The Republic 
newspaper archives. Local radio station WCSI produced a 
video of the Torch Relay’s travels through the county.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Bartholomew County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Bicentennial Art and Fine Crafts Challenge was part of the Déjà 
Vu Art and Fine Craft Show held at The Commons in Columbus in 
November 2016.

Photo credit: Déjà Vu Art and Fine Craft Show



BENTON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Lauren Lee
County Seat: Fowler
Year Organized: 1840
Square Miles: 406.42
Population in 2010: 8,854
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 17 – 15 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“Bringing awareness of the Bicentennial to Benton 
County was the most rewarding and challenging aspect 
of the annual celebration,” said Bicentennial Coordinator 
Lauren Lee. She noted that books, literacy and programs 
benefitting youth were highlighted in many of Benton 
County’s 17 Endorsed Legacy Projects. 

Libraries in the county sponsored four Legacy programs. 
The Benton County Library offered “On Your Mark, Get 
Set, Read!,” which encouraged everyone to read 10 hours 
over the summer to win prizes. Those taking the Indiana 
Bicentennial Challenge earned a raffle ticket for every 200 
pages read. The library offered the Indiana Authors Reading 
Program, which encouraged readers to check out a book 
by an Indiana author and earn a chance to win Indiana-
themed items. Meanwhile, the Otterbein Public Library 
teamed up with the Tippecanoe Arts Federation and 
Otterbein Elementary School to create a 20-foot mural in 
the library’s meeting room. The mural was created by sixth-

grade art classes under the direction of the Tippecanoe Arts 
Federation’s resident artist, Stacy Bogan. 

“This representation of ‘what it’s like to live in Benton 
County in 2016’ was a fun experience for the kids, as they 
got to paint directly on the public library’s walls,” said Lee.

The Otterbein Public Library also sponsored the town’s 
ALL-IN Street Festival with the purpose of bringing 
residents together to talk about local history and what 
makes Indiana great. 

The Otterbein Rotary Club sponsored the purchase of 
three Little Free Libraries, small outdoor miniature lending 
libraries placed throughout town that housed free books for 
residents. 

Benton Central Junior-Senior High School’s literary arts 
magazine, The Phoenix, reflected the bicentennial goal of 
“Igniting the Future” by engaging Benton County youth in 
a publication showcasing the works of the school’s artists, 
writers and musicians. 

Boswell Elementary School hosted a community birthday 
party for Indiana, with students displaying digital birthday 
cards highlighting important dates and events in Indiana 
and Benton County history. A community reception and 
creation of a digital archive also were part of the project.

Arts and engineering classes at Benton Central High 
School collaborated to produce a tourism map of Benton 
County. 
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Benton Central High School cheerleaders and the school’s bison mascot 
take part in Hoosier Homecoming festivities at the Indiana Statehouse.

Photo credit: Kirklyn Walker



In a Legacy Project highlighting Benton County’s many 
wind farms, the Benton County Economic Development 
Department and Benton County Wind Farm Tours 
celebrated the opening of the county’s Wind Corridor 
Kiosk on Apr. 1, 2016. Wind farm tours included a visit to 
the kiosk to learn the rich history of wind development in 
Benton County. 

The Omicron Chapter of Kappa Kappa Kappa used the 
bicentennial theme in its 2016 projects and created and 
funded a scholarship for a Benton Central graduate to be 
named as its Bicentennial Scholar. 

Two Bicentennial Nature Trust acquisitions were in 
Benton County. Forty acres of upland wildlife habitat and 
10 acres of upland prairie wildlife habitat were added to the 
Game Bird Habitat Areas.

The 2016 Living History Day for fourth-grade students 
in Benton, Warren and Fountain counties highlighted the 
1800s and the birth of Indiana statehood. Members and 
friends of Illiana Antique Power Association presented 
interactive outdoor activity stations for students.

The 2016 Benton County Fair commemorated the 
bicentennial by inviting the community and 4-H clubs to 
contribute items depicting Benton County lives in 2016 for a 

time capsule that was filled and closed during the fair. Fair 
visitors also enjoyed bicentennial-themed blue and yellow 
flowers planted throughout the grounds.

Day 29 of the Bicentennial Torch Run on October 11 
featured Benton County. The torch headed through Earl 
Park Community Park and Fowler, then past Benton 
Central High School and through Oxford, where it passed 
by the historic barn that housed the famous racehorse Dan 
Patch, and finally, Otterbein. The torch was carried on foot, 
in an antique fire truck and aboard an electric wheelchair. 

A 10-person Bicentennial Committee coordinated events, 
which were attended by approximately 400 people. An 
estimated $300 was raised and spent. Meeting minutes 
and notes are stored at the Benton County Historical 
Society, and information was shared on the Benton County 
Bicentennial Facebook page.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Benton County, visit indiana2016.org.
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BLACKFORD  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: JayLene Bear-
Daugherty
County Seat: Hartford City
Year Organized: 1838
Square Miles: 165.08
Population in 2010: 12,763
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6 - 5 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Blackford County High School students decorated “Nugget,” the 
county’s Bison-tennial bison, with images of landmarks and noted 
residents, including astronaut Kevin Ford.

Photo credit: JayLene Bear-Daugherty

This northeastern Indiana county was the home of six 
endorsed Legacy Projects, including the October 2016 
publication of “Speaking of Yesterday,” a collection of 
interviews with 20 men and women who grew up in the 
county during the Great Depression. Journalism students 
at Blackford High School and the leadership team of the 
sponsoring organization, Women of Worth, interviewed 
the seniors. A copy of the book, along with a replica of the 
county Bicentennial Relay torch, were among items placed 
in a time capsule at Blackford County High School that will 
be opened in fifty years.

During the weekend of Sept. 10-11, 2016, the Good Seed 
Initiative sponsored “Life on the Prairie” at the Double 
R Ranch in Hartford City. This endorsed Legacy Project 
featured an interpretation of the pioneer life led by the 
Markin family, among the first to settle in the county. In 
addition, children taking part in YMCA summer day camps 
learned about Indiana’s history and agriculture by planting, 
tending and harvesting a garden located near a log cabin on 
the grounds of the Good Seed Initiative.

As part of the Bicentennial Nature Trust, 16 acres were 
added to Hartford City’s Wilderness Park, increasing its size 
to a total of 40 acres.

Rain didn’t stop Blackford County’s 23 torchbearers from 

making the most of the two hours during which the Indiana 
bicentennial torch traveled through the county on Sept. 28, 
2016. On the morning of Day 17 of the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay, Montpelier Mayor Kathy Bantz received the torch 
from Jay County torchbearers at the Blackford County jail. 
The torch passed through the county in conveyances that 
included vintage automobiles, police cars, fire trucks and a 
tractor. Ninety-two-year-old Hartford City resident Martha 
Hunter, who passed away on Jan. 21, 2017, had the honor 
of carrying the torch out of the county courthouse, which 
County Coordinator JayLene Bear-Daugherty said Hunter 
had called “one of the last best days she had in her life.” 

“From the streets lined with American flags, to local 
businesses coming out in full force as the caravan went 
by, to the dozens of citizens who held umbrellas along the 
square, Blackford County wholeheartedly embraced the 
relay as it traveled on foot, by tractor and fire truck along SR 
26,” an Indiana Department of Tourism Torch Relay news 
release reported.

The torch entered the Blackford High School gymnasium, 
where all students gathered to witness the event. Social 
Studies teacher Dawn Johnsen tweeted, “The Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch made a stop at Blackford today! Loved 
CREATING history with these kids, not just teaching it!”

Following the relay, 360 county officials and residents 
gathered for an awards ceremony and luncheon, where 
the speakers included Montpelier Mayor Kathy Bantz, 
Hartford City Mayor Ben Hodgin and Indiana State Rep. 
Kevin Mahan. “Each speech was unique to each area of the 
county,” noted Bear-Daugherty. 

The city of Hartford and the county commissioner’s 
office provided $5,000 to support the county’s bicentennial 
celebration. Twenty-two volunteers donated their time to 
organize the Torch Relay festivities, which were attended by 
about 450 residents and students. 

The Bicentennial Committee kept the community 
informed via Blackford County Historical Society’s 
Facebook page, and local media covered the events.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Blackford County, visit indiana2016.org.
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BOONE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Jane Hammock
County Seat: Lebanon
Year Organized: 1830
Square Miles: 422.91
Population in 2010: 56,829
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 21 – 20 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

One of the highlights of Boone County’s bicentennial 
celebration was the Indiana/Boone County Bicentennial 
Historic Ball on Aug. 6, 2016. About 100 people attended 
the semi-formal event in the rotunda of the Boone County 
Courthouse in Lebanon, hosted by the Boone County 
Historical Society and Bicentennial Committee. Guests 
were invited to dress in 1816 attire, and the ball featured 
costumed reenactors dancing to period music, Indiana-
themed treats, and a display of women’s dresses from 1816 
to 2016. One of the county’s Bison-tennial bison, “Chief 
Beau,” greeted attendees. 

On Oct. 13, 2016, 25 torchbearers represented Boone 
County in the Bicentennial Torch Relay, which traveled 33 
miles through the towns of Dover, Lebanon, Whitestown 
and Zionsville. Zionsville residents celebrated the event 
in the town’s Lincoln Park. A block party for the county’s 
citizens took place at the county fairgrounds on the same 
day. 

Boone County native René Stanley, deputy director of 
the Indiana Bicentennial Commission, said, “My heart is 
in Boone County, so it was wonderful to see everyone who 
came out in cities from A-to-Z—Advance to Zionsville—
to cheer on the torch, and it was rewarding to see all the 
children who came out to celebrate Indiana’s birthday.”

Boone County Coordinator Jane Hammock was invited 
to the April 2016 meeting of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission to report on the county’s activities. She 
showed samples of items made in Boone County available 
on the Bicentennial Marketplace website, including pottery, 
bicentennial stickers and Indiana-shaped chocolate. She 
also reported on the Boone County Baby Caps Legacy 
Project, in which 100 volunteers knitted or crocheted 500 
bicentennial caps given to every infant born in Boone 
County in 2016.

One of those caps was included in the Boone County 
Bicentennial Time Capsule, the idea for which was 
prompted by the January 2016 opening of a time capsule 
created in Lebanon in 1916 for the state’s centennial. The 
2016 capsule, crafted in copper, is housed in a cabinet in the 
Boone County courthouse rotunda. It includes items from 
towns in the county, as well as stories and drawings from 
local fourth-graders featuring their predictions on what life 
will be like in 100 years. 

The Thorntown Historical Research Program, sponsored 
by Sugar Plain Friends Church, partnered with local 

organizations to publish 18 issues of a free magazine 
highlighting the town’s history. Copies are archived in both 
the Thorntown and Lebanon Public Libraries.

The Bicentennial Nature Trust purchased 11.28 acres 
of land formerly associated with the Big Four Railroad to 
create a trail. The 1.7-mile corridor is part of the Farm 
Heritage Trail.

Zion Nature Center, part of the Bicentennial Nature 
Center Network, held Deed Days for all Zionsville 
elementary schools, at which nearly 2,600 students received 
deeds to the Children of Indiana Nature Park.

About 10 volunteers served on the county’s Bicentennial 
Committee, which raised and spent approximately $3,500 
on the county’s bicentennial activities and received many 
in-kind donations during the year. Archival information is 
preserved at the Boone County Historical Society.

Volunteers knitted more than 500 bicentennial baby caps that were 
given to every infant born in Boone County in 2016.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Boone County, visit indiana2016.org.
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BROWN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Jane Ellis and 
Brooke Weichselfelder
County Seat: Nashville
Year Organized: 1836
Square Miles: 316.6
Population in 2010: 15,209
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 22 – 16 Legacy,  
6 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“The celebration brought people of all walks together. 
Seeing the community come together for an event like 
this was inspiring,” said County Coordinator Brooke 
Weichselfelder about the bicentennial festivities.

The Brown County YMCA Hilly Half was a half-
marathon introduced in the bicentennial year. Related 
festivities included a Kids’ Run and pasta dinner. About 500 
participants and 85 volunteers took part in the November 
2016 event. “This was a successful first annual event that 
will continue to bring people to Brown County for years to 
come,” said Weichselfelder.

The Brown County Art Gallery Foundation sponsored 
“90 Years of Art,” a Legacy Project that presented a yearlong 
series of events featuring Brown County artists of today and 
yesterday. Exhibits, workshops and two Paint Outs featured 
contemporary artists, and the Mabel B. Annis Student Art 
Competition included students from seven surrounding 
counties. Two permanent galleries were unveiled in 2016: 
“The Bill Zimmerman Gallery,” dedicated to Indiana’s 
greatest bird painter, and “Gustave Bauman: the Indiana 
Collection,” dedicated to the works of one of America’s 
greatest woodblock artists, who started his career in 
Nashville.

The Brown County Playhouse presented Krista Detor and 
Arbutus Cunningham’s work “The Breeze Bends the Grass” 
in October 2016. The musical play highlights four Indiana 
women artists. The Windfall Dance Company offered a free 
performance of original works inspired by Brown County 
State Park, with instructors leading a related community 
workshop to interpret the park’s elements through dance 
movement. In addition, a number of Art in the Park Legacy 
Projects highlighted the work of Indiana artists and actors.

The National Maple Syrup Festival brought visitors 
from throughout the U.S. to Brown County. Indiana maple 
sugar producers, Brown County restaurants and retailers, 
storytellers and reenactors highlighted Indiana’s history of 
maple sugar production at the festival.

Six endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust projects 
preserved acreage in the county. The Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Forestry purchased 179 acres 
of hardwood forest and trails, as well as a 704-acre upland 
forest, adjacent to Yellowwood State Forest. The Sycamore 
Land Trust purchased a total of 26 acres of mature and 
upland forest adjacent to Sycamore Land Trust’s Trevlac 
Bluffs Nature Preserve. Untouched for more than 60 years, 

the forest is a habitat for several threatened bird species 
and the eastern box turtle, and the historic Yellowwood 
Trail crosses through the property. In addition, The Nature 
Conservancy acquired 130 acres bordered on the north 
by the North Fork of Salt Creek that include Brown Hill, a 
prominent ridge with expansive views. 

On Sept. 20, 2016, the Bicentennial Torch Relay passed 
through Brown County on sunny Day 10 of its journey. 
Retired firefighter Jerry Bell was cheered on by students 
from Brown County Intermediate School when he carried 
the torch on a motorized cart through downtown Nashville. 
“It’s an honor to be the first torchbearer in Brown County,” 
he told the students. 

The Torch Relay traveled through Brown County State Park on its route 
through the county.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University

The torch then made its way to downtown Nashville 
and along Salt Creek Trail. It passed through the covered 
bridge at the north entrance of Brown County State Park 
and traveled along the roads of the park, exiting at the west 
entrance. The torch rode in a convertible and aboard a 
fire truck, then headed up the road to the T.C. Steele State 
Historic Site, home of the famous Hoosier Group artist. 
There, torchbearers were guests of honor at a reception, 
where they were rewarded for their efforts with pie provided 
by local restaurants. An estimated 500-600 people attended 
the festivities.

Brown County’s Bison-tennial bison was displayed at the 
Brown County Public Library.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Brown County, visit indiana2016.org.
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CARROLL COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Bonnie Maxwell
County Seat: Delphi
Year Organized: 1828
Square Miles: 372.22
Population in 2010: 20,086
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 46 – 45 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Carroll County volunteers created 46 Legacy Projects, 
many of which will have a lasting impact, according to 
Bicentennial Coordinator Bonnie Maxwell. She reported 
that nearly a half-million dollars was raised to fund these 
projects, which involved many organizations and volunteers 
throughout this northwestern Indiana county. 

Projects included the restoration of the West Sonora 
Arch, a poured-concrete structure built in 1919 along 
the Historic Michigan Road Byway, first commissioned 
by the Indiana State Legislature in 1826 and one of the 
oldest roads in the state. “Rehab of the arch and other big 
efforts along the Michigan Road Byway have generated new 
awareness and pride in our local and state history,” said 
Maxwell. Restoration of the arch was funded by private 
donations and two grants.

Other bicentennial-related Legacy Projects include the 
restoration of Delphi’s 1906 interurban station, the rescue 
from demolition of the 1850 American House Stagecoach 
Hotel in Burlington, the grand reopening of the Delphi 
Opera House, the reconstruction of the 1908 Flora Depot, 

and the enhancement of historical exhibits at The Canal 
Center in Delphi.

Publications included the second edition of “The History 
of The Michigan Road in Carroll County, Indiana” and a 
revision of the book “History of the Roadbed: Logansport, 
Crawfordsville & Southwestern Railroad.”

A Bicentennial Garden was created in downtown 
Camden, a Legacy Project sponsored by the Town Council 
and local organizations. The garden includes the state 
tree—the tulip—and flower—the peony, as well as a large, 
engraved rock honoring the bicentennial. An evening 
dedication ceremony was held on July 29, 2016. Keynote 
speaker Mark Smith delivered remarks highlighting the 
history of Indiana, the native tribes that inhabited the 
state and events leading up to statehood. Maxwell said she 
thought “one of the most beautiful moments” of Carroll 
County’s bicentennial celebration was the release of paper 
lanterns into the sky at the end of the ceremony. 

Another tribute garden, The Pioneer Garden, honors 
the county’s early settlers. A free-standing bronze 
plaque surrounded by prairie flowers and native grasses 
was installed in front of the historic Peirce Stone Barn 
on Washington Street in Delphi. The Carroll County 
Historical Society and Museum sponsored the project. 

In addition to the dozens of Legacy Projects, several 
other initiatives marked the bicentennial in Carroll County. 
They included the decoration of three bison sculptures 
for the Indiana Bison-tennial project, the publication of 
a lengthy article about a little-known Civil War tragedy, 
several highway historic signage projects, and the planting 
of replacement trees at Sycamore Row on the Old Michigan 
Road.

Carroll County’s Deer 
Creek Bicentennial Park, 
at the eastern edge of 
Delphi, was a Legacy 
Project planned in 2013 by 
Heartland Heritage, Inc. 
The historic iron Freedom 
Bridge and Monon High 
Bridge Trail are features of 
park, which also includes 
a Bicentennial Monument 
honoring Indiana’s 200th 
anniversary. With a 
Bicentennial Nature Trust 
grant, Heartland Heritage 
acquired 3.7 wooded acres 
to serve as a trailhead for 
the Monon High Bridge 
Trail.

“The creation of Deer 
Creek Bicentennial Park 
preserves the ‘Cradle 
of Pioneer Settlement’ 
in Carroll County, with 
splendid natural landscape 
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A bison and prairie flowers greeted visitors to Delphi in June 2016.

Photo credit: Carroll County Bicentennial Committee



and historical sites,” wrote Project Coordinator David 
McCain. 

“Pow Wow,” a mural in downtown Flora, honors the 
contributions of Native Americans to the local culture 
and their role in Carroll County history. Legacy Project 
Coordinator Melissa Bishop said, “Creating the mural 
brought several generations together. Student involvement 
was the primary focus, and their personal involvement 
in this community project opened their eyes in many 
ways. The day the mural was spray-painted we had senior 
citizens working with high school students, parents helping 
children, artists instructing everyone, and our county 
historian on site as well.”

Several hundred volunteers came together to organize 
the county’s many activities, in which several thousand 
participated. 

A piglet was among the highlights of Day 25 of the 
Bicentennial Torch Relay. Farmer Sam Moffitt, a member of 
the Carroll County Agriculture Hall of Fame, brought the 
tiny animal to the closing festivities held at the Wabash & 
Erie Canal Conference and Interpretive Center in Delphi. 
On Oct. 6, 2016, the first of 20 Carroll County torchbearers 
started the trek on a trolley. A 1970 Chevrolet convertible 
carried the flame through the town of Cutler. It passed the 
depot in Flora before travelling along the historic canal in a 
replica of a period canal boat. 

Torchbearers were introduced and honored at the closing 
ceremonies, and the hundreds of guests who turned out for 
the event enjoyed ice cream offered by county Lions Clubs 
and music provided by local bands and choirs. 

In conjunction with the Torch Relay, the ALL-IN Block 
Party sponsored by the Delphi Public Library attracted 
an estimated 450 people. Participants in one of the Block 
Party “challenges” were asked what they love about Indiana. 
Elementary students videotaped their responses and created 
a video that was posted on the library’s Facebook page. 

The Carroll County Bicentennial Committee also hosted 
a Facebook page, “Carroll County 2016 Bicentennial.” 
Information will be archived on a digital history website 
and carrollcountyindiana.com, as well as at county libraries, 
the Carroll County History Society, and in the Delphi 
Preservation Society’s Gerard Archives at the Delphi Opera 
House. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Carroll County, visit indiana2016.org.
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Dedication of the Bicentennial Garden in downtown Camden.
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CASS COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Lisa Terry
County Seat: Logansport
Year Organized: 1828
Square Miles: 412.16
Population in 2010: 38,966
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 16

More than 10,000 people turned out for Cass County 
bicentennial initiatives, which included several historical 
and musical events, as well as a full-day celebration when 
the Bicentennial Torch Relay came through the county.

A nine-member group representing important figures 
in Cass County history visited schools and participated 
in festivals, parades and other special events throughout 
the bicentennial year. Wearing vintage attire and carrying 
authentic props, they told the stories of their forbearers. 
Cass County Bicentennial Coordinator Lisa Terry said 
“their stories, told to various audiences of all ages, instilled 
pride” and spurred an interest in local history.

A free concert by the Lafayette Symphony Orchestra at 
the McHale Performing Arts Center in Logansport on July 
3, 2016, boasted a full house. The concert featured works 
by Indiana composers and songs with Indiana-related lyrics 
and themes. The Civic Players of Logansport reprised the 
15-year-old stage show “Big City,” written by Hoosiers, with 
a bicentennial production at the Performing Arts Center 
in June 2016. One month earlier, the 88-voice Logansport 
Children’s Choir performed “Celebrating the Music of 
Indiana,” a program featuring old and new songs by Hoosier 
composers.

On June 2, 2016, the city of Logansport celebrated its 
birthday with a downtown festival that also recognized 
the bicentennial. “We helped get the word out in our small 
town about the state’s bicentennial year,” said Legacy 
Project Coordinator Becki Harris.

The Cass County Historical Society sponsored “Indiana – 
A Look at Pioneer Life” on June 18, 2016. The special event 
featured the 1854 William Chick family log home on the 
museum grounds.

The first annual Jazz & Blues Jamboree was held April 9, 
2016, at the historic State Theatre in downtown Logansport. 
Sponsored by the State Theatre Preservation Society Corp., 
the show included performances by some of the Midwest’s 
top jazz, blues and gospel artists. They were joined on stage 
by young musicians aged 12 to 18 who had taken part in 
related student workshops. 

The Longcliff Museum on the site of the former 
Logansport State Hospital, built in 1888, hosted an open 
house on Sept. 24, 2016 in the historic administration 
building. Guided tours and artifacts helped to tell the story 
of the treatment of the mentally ill in Indiana from the 
Moral Treatment Movement through the modern era. The 
programming and tours incorporated the history of mental 
health throughout the state’s 200-year history.

Twenty-six torchbearers made their way along the Cass 
County route of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay 
on Oct. 7, 2016—Day 26 of the event. The torch started 
its journey in Burnettsville, then headed through the 
community of Lake Cicott to France Park. In Logansport, 
it passed by the historic Dentzel Carousel in downtown’s 
Riverside Park. Fourth-grade students from each of the 
county’s schools watched as the torch passed by. Heading 
past Pioneer High School, it moved on to Royal Center 
before finishing its tour on State Road 35. Conveyances 
included two classic red convertibles and a replica of a 1966 
Batmobile, made by the Cass County company Fiberglass 
Freaks. 

The Cass County Bison-tennial statue, sponsored by the 
United Way, took up residence in a small park in downtown 
Logansport. The bicentennial torch is on display in the 
new Bicentennial Room at the Cass County Government 
Building, along with photos, the bicentennial flag and other 
memorabilia.

The 14-member Cass County Bicentennial Committee 
was assisted by 211 volunteers. Events were publicized 
on the “Cass County Bicentennial” page on Facebook. 
Approximately $35,000 was raised to fund the bicentennial 
events and activities, with $28,000 expended. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Cass County, visit indiana2016.org.

Cass County’s Bison-tennial bison, sponsored by the United Way of Cass 
County, was decorated by Logansport High School art students and 
displayed in Logansport’s Heritage Park.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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CLARK COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Jeanne Burke and 
Carl Kramer
County Seat: Jeffersonville
Year Organized: 1801
Square Miles: 372.86
Population in 2010: 110,232
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 9

Clark County’s Bison-tennial bison, painted by Brianna Jacobi and 
Sheryl Scharf, was displayed at the Clark County 4-H Grounds and the 
Clark-Floyd Visitors Center.

Photo credit: Clark-Floyd Visitors Center

Home to Clarksville, the second oldest town in Indiana, 
this county bordered by the Ohio River dedicated the new 
Clark County Museum as one of its bicentennial Legacy 
Projects. The museum is the first to showcase the county’s 
significance in state and national history.

County Coordinators Jeanne Burke and Carl Kramer 
reported that the key accomplishment of their county’s 
bicentennial celebration was “spreading awareness of the 
wonderful history of Clark County and Indiana. We are so 
proud of our county and of Indiana!” 

Burke presented an overview of the county’s bicentennial 
plans at an Indiana Bicentennial Commission meeting in 
July 2015.

One endorsed Legacy Project was the creation of a giant 
interactive map and timeline of Clark County that will 
serve as an educational tool for people of all ages. The 
map and timeline, sponsored by the Center for Cultural 
Resources, IU Southeast, were used by schools, classrooms 
and organizations during the 2016 bicentennial celebration 
and will remain stored in the new Clark County Museum.

The annual Utica Homecoming Festival was endorsed as 
a Legacy Project Bicentennial Celebration, with hundreds 
turning out on Sept. 9 and 10, 2016, to watch a marching 
band, view antique cars and enjoy festival foods that 

included pulled-pork barbecue.
Clark County’s participation in the statewide Torch Relay 

came on Day 7, Sept. 16, 2016. The torch started its daylong 
journey at the historic George Rogers Clark homestead 
before heading to the Falls of the Ohio Interpretive Center. 

In the county seat of Jeffersonville, fourth-grade teacher 
Marcia Ernstberger used the Facetime app to talk with her 
students in her classroom in Sellersburg as she carried the 
torch. The town’s new Vintage Fire Museum also was on 
the route. 

In Charlestown and Henryville, groups of schoolchildren 
stood along the streets waving American flags and cheering 
on the torchbearers.

The county coordinators said that “seeing Elmer Hoehn, 
age 100, smile as he took part in the relay was so touching, 
since he had much to do with promoting Clark County for 
the past 60 years.” 

Eight Clark County citizens served on the bicentennial 
committee, with 50 to 60 people volunteering. An estimated 
300 people took part in the festivities. 

Artifacts and documents, as well as the large county map 
created for the bicentennial celebration, will be preserved in 
the new Clark County Museum.

Events and activities were promoted via the Clark County 
Museum Facebook page and in local media. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Clark County, visit indiana2016.org.
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CLAY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Shondra Barrett
County Seat: Brazil
Year Organized: 1825
Square Miles: 357.54
Population in 2010: 26,890
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11 – 9 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“The key accomplishment of our county was to bring the 
community together to celebrate Indiana’s 200th Birthday,” 
said Clay County Bicentennial Coordinator Shondra 
Barrett. “The entire county came together to plan and 
celebrate the Indiana Bicentennial.”

The Clay County Historical Society sponsored an 
endorsed Legacy Project to create Bicentennial Memorial 
Park. The existing park was enhanced with pieces of Clay 
County history that included vintage Brazil pavers on 
walkways, a rail from an interurban track, a gazebo and 
landscaping with native Indiana plants. The addition of 
park benches and the first “Little Free Library” station in 
Clay County rounded out the project. 

The Society’s efforts complemented Brazil Mainstreet’s 
efforts to beautify downtown Brazil in advance of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay. 

The Historical Society presented “A Night at the 
Museum” on Sept. 17, 2016, at the Clay County Historical 
Museum in Brazil. The event, which celebrated both 
Indiana’s bicentennial and the 150th anniversary of the city 
of Brazil, featured historical reenactments highlighting the 
lives of prominent Clay County residents. 

The Historical Society also sponsored a showing of 
promotional movies about Indiana and Brazil made in the 
1950s and 1960s that had not been viewed for more than  
50 years. 

The 159-year-old Brazil Concert Band—the oldest 
continuously performing concert band in Indiana— 
honored its roots by featuring the music of Indiana 
composers in its traditional one-hour Sunday evening 
concerts in Fountain Park. 

Students and staff at Northview High School presented 
the play “Great Moments in Hoosier History,” written 
for the bicentennial by Hoosier playwright Scott Haan. It 
offered a humorous history lesson along with speculation 
about what the life of Hoosiers might be like in the future.

The Brazil Public Library sponsored educational 
programs focused on local and state history in 2016. Topics 
included Gus Grissom, State Symbolism, John Dillinger, 
Paul Dresser, James Whitcomb Riley, Johnny Appleseed, 
Raggedy Ann and the U.S.S. Indianapolis. 

Six hundred first- and second-graders were treated 
to a visit by Indiana’s First Lady Karen Pence and the 
Indianapolis Colts mascot, Blue, on April 29, 2016. Pence 
read the book “Blue’s Road Trip through Indiana” to the 

children, who each were given a copy thanks to  
local donors. 

Through the Bicentennial Nature Trust, the Department 
of Natural Resources Division of Fish and Wildlife acquired 
a total of 56 acres of property as an addition to Chinook 
Fish and Wildlife Area. The two acquisitions expand 
opportunities for hunting, trapping, bird watching and 
other recreational activities.

Historic U.S. 40 served as a pathway for the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch on Sept. 22, 2016, Day 12 of the Relay. 
Among Clay County’s 19 torchbearers were Charles T. Hall, 
carrying the torch in memory of his father, Charles B. Hall, 
a member of the Tuskegee Airmen’s Red Tail Squadron and 
the first African-American fighter pilot to down an enemy 
aircraft in WWII. Another torchbearer was 94-year-old 
veteran Harold Plunkett, whose grandson Jordan Brown 
performed a fly-over in a vintage plane to honor World  
War II veterans. 

“I’ve lived in Brazil for 72 years,” Plunkett said. “It’s a great 
place. I’m proud to be a part of this.”

Another torchbearer was 91-year-old Wilmadean 
Schepper, raised on a farm near the town of Poland. “It’s 
very humbling,” she said. “It’s hard to believe that in two 
generations of my family, we’ve been here in Indiana the 
whole 200 years.” 

Great Dane Manufacturers in Brazil made a 
commemorative trailer featuring an exterior design with 
photos of prominent Clay County locations. The trailer 
was used at the courthouse celebration of the Torch Relay, 
where the Brazil Concert Band performed.

Two hundred participated in bicentennial initiatives, 
with 18 volunteers assisting. Funds raised and spent on 
bicentennial festivities totaled $300. Events were promoted 
on the Clay County Historical Society website, and 
memorabilia is archived at the Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Clay County, visit indiana2016.org.

Clay County elementary school students meet the Indianapolis Colts 
mascot, Blue.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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CLINTON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Shan Sheridan 
County Seat: Frankfort
Year Organized: 1830
Square Miles: 405.07
Population in 2010: 33,224
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 5

The Frankfort City Building, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and known to Clinton County 
residents as “Old Stoney,” has been a Clinton County 
landmark since 1892. Originally a high school, the Indiana 
limestone building houses city offices and the Frankfort 
History Museum. The Clinton County Chamber of 
Commerce sponsored a Legacy Project to ensure the 
building’s renovation, improvement and preservation, 
completed in 2016 for the bicentennial at a cost of $3.5 
million. “It has such heritage and history to us,” said 
Bicentennial County Coordinator Shan Sheridan, “because 
it was our old high school and it represented four state 
basketball championships under Coach Everett Case.”

Sheridan said he is proud of the bicentennial awareness 
brought to Clinton County residents. The Bicentennial 
Committee hosted a brunch and bicentennial fashion show 
on Sat., Sept. 17, 2016, which was attended by nearly 300. 
City officials and community leaders modeled fashions 
from 1816 to the present day, including wedding gowns. The 
event, which also featured period music and dancing, was 
coordinated by the Clinton County Extension Office and 
Homemakers and the Clinton County Chamber  
of Commerce.

Frankfort Main Street sponsored the Legacy Project “Hot 
Dog Homecoming” as part of its annual Frankfort Hot 
Dog Festival to celebrate the town’s high school basketball 
history. In honor of the bicentennial, former Frankfort 
residents were invited to return for a reunion and concert. 

The Paul Phillippe Resource Center in Frankfort 
sponsored a bicentennial pitch-in for its senior citizen 
members. This Legacy Project included an Indiana trivia 
game, a reading of the state poem and a state flag display. 
The biannual tea held by the Captain Harmon Aughe 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution also 
had the bicentennial as its theme. Guest speaker at the 
May 2016 event was René Stanley, deputy director of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission. The Lafayette Jefferson 
High School string ensemble performed music related to 
Indiana’s history. 

The Friends of the Frankfort Public Library sponsored its 
annual art show in Nov. 2016, selecting the theme “Seasons 
of Indiana” in celebration of the state’s birthday. Artists 
from throughout Indiana exhibited baskets, paintings, 
ceramics, jewelry, mixed media and more, with profits 
supporting art classes, exhibits and events.

A highlight of Day 25 of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch 

Relay on Oct. 6, 2016, was the participation of all fourth-
graders in the county—nearly 300 of them—in a celebratory 
event at the Clinton County courthouse. They gathered on 
the north lawn to sing “Happy Birthday” and “Back Home 
Again in Indiana” and recite poems by James Whitcomb 
Riley. A drone flying overhead recorded the event, which 
was broadcast live on the Kaspar Media Frankfort website. 
“That was a great day,” said Sheridan. “Grandparents even 
tuned in from Texas and Florida. The fourth-graders will 
have great memories.” The torch also traveled through 
Michigantown and Rossville that afternoon. About 600 
citizens were on hand to watch. 

On Dec. 30, 2016, the Clinton County Bicentennial 
Committee recognized the torchbearers and presented a 
video of the year’s festivities. About 60 people attended.

Information and artifacts are archived at the Clinton 
County Historical Society. About 75 volunteers assisted the 
13-member Bicentennial Committee. All expenses were 
covered through donations or sponsorships. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Clinton County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Frankfort City Building, “Old Stoney,” was restored thanks to a 
Bicentennial Legacy Project sponsored by the Clinton County Chamber 
of Commerce.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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CRAWFORD  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Sharon Wilson
County Seat: English
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 305.6
Population in 2010: 10,713
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6 

County Coordinator Sharon Wilson said a highlight of 
Crawford County’s bicentennial celebration was bringing 
together citizens from four towns—English, Leavenworth, 
Marengo and Milltown, as well as several other smaller 
communities—to plan bicentennial festivities. “It was a 
great time for all to come together to work during the 
celebration,” she reported, adding that the collaboration  
was an ongoing topic of conversation for months after  
the events. 

Wilson made a presentation at the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission meeting in July 2015, where she submitted 
the first two of Crawford County’s six Endorsed  
Legacy Projects.

The Crawford County Historical and Genealogical 
Society sponsored the Proctor House Legacy Project, the 
renovation of a 19th-century house in the Marengo area. 
Believed to be the oldest building in Crawford County and 
the only one listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, the federal-style house once served as a stagecoach 
and postal stop. 

The Crawford County Veterans’ Memorial was erected 
adjacent to the Crawford County Courthouse in English “to 
honor the veterans from our county who served from the 
Revolutionary War to the present day.” The names of about 
6,000 veterans will be engraved on the memorial. 

The American Chestnut Foundation and Indiana Karst 

Conservancy Restoration planted more than 200 trees at 
the Robinson Ladder Cave Preserve as a Legacy Project 
to restore the forest and help protect groundwater “by 
creating a diverse habitat and protecting southern Indiana’s 
karst features.” The groups said the project would “create 
an accessible, inclusive and restorative area for future 
generations to enjoy.” 

Another highlight was Crawford County’s “bicenten-
TWIN-ial” party on April 18, 2016. “Twin Production/Take 
2,” held at the 4-H Community Park in Marengo, honored 
the county’s twins. All identical and fraternal twins were 
asked to dress in matching clothing and bring framed 
photos of themselves to the event, where they enjoyed an 
afternoon of fellowship, fun, prizes and refreshments.

Visitors to the Crawford County 4-H Fair saw massive 
evidence of the state’s 200th birthday in the form of a 
six-foot birthday cake. Fourth-grade classes in the county 
created gifts that surrounded the giant confection, each 
labeled for one of Indiana’s 92 counties. The 4-H queen 
contestants dressed in costumes representing five decades 
of the past 200 years. 

Crawford County had the honor of being one of the first 
counties represented in the Bicentennial Torch Relay. On 
Day 1 of the Relay, Sept. 9, 2016, schoolchildren had the 
opportunity to cheer on a fourth-grade classmate, Caden 
Schneck, as he passed the Overlook Restaurant with its 
expansive view of the Ohio River. Children stood on a 
hillside along the route waving Indiana flags as the torch 
progressed on foot, in all-terrain vehicles and classic cars. A 
torch replica is displayed with the bicentennial flag and the 
names of the 24 torchbearers in a showcase at the Crawford 
County Courthouse in English.

Thirty-five volunteers assisted with the bicentennial 
celebrations, with an estimated total attendance of 500.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Crawford County, visit indiana2016.org.

Students from North Crawford Elementary School line the route of 
the Bicentennial Torch Relay on Sept. 9, 2016, the first day of its trip 
through Indiana. 

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University
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DAVIESS COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Samantha Bobbitt
County Seat: Washington
Year Organized: 1817
Square Miles: 429.49
Population in 2010: 31,648
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 8

Daviess County residents celebrated more than the 
Indiana bicentennial in 2016—they also celebrated the long 
histories of both their county and their county seat.

“I believe the bicentennial celebration in our county 
showed the true bond our community has with the past 
and the future,” said Bicentennial Coordinator Samantha 
Bobbitt. “It will be something for the children of Daviess 
County to remember and tell their children.”

The city of Washington created the “200 Plus” project 
to celebrate the town’s more than two centuries of history. 
The project included a six-part community concert series; a 
July 2016 community celebration with carnival rides, bands, 
fireworks and a parade; the creation of a Bicentennial Park 
on Main Street; a cultural diversity day and the opening of a 
1966 sesquicentennial time capsule. A 1920s-themed kick-
off party on Nov. 15, 2015, at the National Guard Armory 
featured dinner, entertainment and a keynote speech by 
nationally syndicated columnist Cal Thomas, whose family 
hails from the city. 

The Bicentennial Parade on July 9, 2016, featured more 
than 180 floats and entries. “Washington’s Main Street was 
packed like it used to be 50 years ago and it was the biggest 
parade of most of our lives,” said Bobbitt.

Washington Carnegie Public Library sponsored the 
“200 Book Challenge” Legacy Project to celebrate the 
bicentennial. The library created a reading list highlighting 
Indiana authors and Indiana themes. The library also 
sponsored “One Book, One Community” to inspire 
residents to read and discuss the books “Hoosiers: A New 
History of Indiana” and “Hoosiers and the American 
Story,” both written by historian and Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioner James H. Madison. The Rotary Club of 
Washington provided all Washington middle school 
students with a copy of Madison’s “Hoosier and the 
American Story.” 

The Society of Indiana Pioneers sponsored publication 
of the novel “Deep Forest,” discovered among the papers of 
late civic leader Emsley W. Johnson Sr., to mark its 100th 
birthday and Indiana’s bicentennial. Johnson penned the 
saga of an Indiana family incorporating details drawn from 
his own parents’ pioneer lives. 

It was a warm, sunny day when the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay reached Daviess County on the afternoon of Day 
4 of its journey—Sept. 13, 2016. Twenty torchbearers 
were selected from 50 nominated for the honor. The 
torch traveled for 42 miles, starting on State Road 57 and 
reaching Washington via vintage car, tractor and on foot. 

The city’s miniature train carried the torch around the 
Daviess County courthouse, where it was greeted by fourth-
graders from Washington Community Schools sporting 
bicentennial t-shirts. Fourth-graders at Veale Elementary 
School made gift bags for the torchbearers that included 
handwritten thank-you notes. 

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for our kids, 
and once we’re done watching the torch pass by, all of 
our fourth-graders are going to have a photo taken on the 
courthouse steps with the Bison-tennial [bison],” Principal 
Brenda Butcher told the Washington Times-Herald. “It’s a 
really cool thing for our kids to be a part of.”

The flame then traveled to State Road 57 in an Amish 
horse and buggy, ending its county trek after passing 
through Odon and Plainville.

One torchbearer posted a message on Twitter: “This is by 
far the greatest thing I’ve ever done.”

More than 3,000 people took part in the festivities, 
executed with the assistance of 200 volunteers. The 
committee raised $125,000, with expenditures totaling 
$100,000. Events were promoted on the website 
200plusproject.com.  

Memorabilia from the three bicentennial celebrations 
is stored in a “viewable time capsule of sorts, with items 
from the previous time capsule as well as items from the 
bicentennial year,” said Bobbitt.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Daviess County, visit indiana2016.org.

Medallions were created to honor the bicentennials of both the city of 
Washington and the state of Indiana.
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DEARBORN  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Connie Cleary
County Seat: Lawrenceburg
Year Organized: 1803
Square Miles: 305.03
Population in 2010: 50,047
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 5

Bicentennial Coordinator Connie Cleary reported that a 
key accomplishment of Dearborn County’s celebration was 
“the way the whole county pulled together to help with  
the celebrations.” Approximately 20 volunteers assisted  
the eight-person Bicentennial Committee in  
coordinating events.

Several Endorsed Legacy Projects focused on historical 
aspects of the county. The Hillforest Historical Foundation 
in Aurora restored the Harris Cabin, an original 1820s 
log cabin located next door to Hillforest Victorian 
House Museum, opening it to the public for “hands-on” 
educational tours and programs that interpreted early 19th-
century pioneer life along the Ohio River. A free “living 
history” Pioneer Day for Kids took place at the Harris Cabin 
on May 14, 2016, offering pioneer crafts, skills, games and 
musical activities for families.

Another Legacy Project focused on the self-guided park 
created on the former Crescent Brewing Co. site in Aurora. 
The brewery was an important part of industry in Aurora 
in the late 1800s; all that remains in 2016 are portions 
of a wall and the caves where beer was lagered. Crescent 
Brewery Park was designed by Crescent Brewery Historical 
Preservation, Inc., to be a place where people can learn 
about and gain inspiration from past men and women  
of industry. 

The town of Dillsboro restored the Dillsboro Sanitarium 
Well No. 2 as a historical point of interest. St. Elizabeth 
Medical Center gifted the citizens of Dillsboro the parcel 
where the well is located. The site was dedicated at the 
Dillsboro Heritage Festival and Bicentennial Torch Relay on 
Sept. 17, 2016.

The Red, White and Boom Festival in Aurora, held July 
1-4, 2016, highlighted the region and state’s military history 
as well as celebratory events that took place in Indiana’s 
past. The event featured a lighted boat competition, historic 
food, games, fireworks and a celebratory gunshot salute to 
Indiana. The boats highlighted the Ohio River’s importance 
as a 19th-century transportation corridor and a vintage  
air show showcased the role Indiana has played in  
military history. 

The 2016 Dearborn County Fair celebrated Indiana’s 
bicentennial by integrating the heritage of past fair 
activities. A timeline listed important facts regarding the 
Fair’s history from 1852 to 2016. In addition, reproductions 

of antique fair premium books, fliers and newspaper 
clippings were on display.

Dearborn County was featured in the Sept. 17, 2016, leg 
of the Bicentennial Torch Relay. Boy Scouts lined the road, 
cheering as the torch drove past. In Dillsboro, 81-year-old 
torchbearer John Steuver rode in his great grandfather’s 
1876 covered wagon, pulled by mules. The torch traveled 
along U.S. 50 in a 1930 Ford. In Lawrenceburg, a downtown 
celebration with live music and a parade capped the  
day’s events.

Cleary noted that her favorite memories included the 
Bicentennial Torch Relay and “ending the year by carrying 
the torch and bicentennial flag down the hill at Perfect 
North Slopes in a torchlight parade.”

Events were publicized on the Visit Southeast Indiana 
website, social media, and tourism blog. Bicentennial 
artifacts and information are stored at the Dearborn 
County Historical Society in Lawrenceburg.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Dearborn County, visit indiana2016.org.

A crowd gathers in Lawrenceburg for the Bicentennial Torch Relay.

Photo credit: Dearborn County Bicentennial Committee
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DECATUR COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Melanie Maxwell 
and Amy Klene 
County Seat: Greensburg
Year Organized: 1822
Square Miles: 372.57
Population in 2010: 25,740
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6

Decatur County’s Barn Quilt Trail, an Endorsed Legacy 
Project, highlighted the colorful quilt designs hung on more 
than 49 barns, buildings and houses throughout the county. 
Sponsored by the Historical Society of Decatur County, the 
Arts Council of Decatur County and Visit Greensburg, Inc., 
the Barn Quilt Trail locations were outlined in a brochure 
that included photos and a history of each quilt design. 

The Greensburg-Decatur County Public Library 
sponsored community book discussions and talks by 
Indiana authors Philip Gulley and Mike Mullin in honor 
of the bicentennial, along with a Dr. Seuss-themed 
bicentennial birthday party featuring costumed characters 
and activities for all ages.

Greensburg Mayor Gary Herbert noted that he was 
“very proud of the community effort” displayed during 
the bicentennial year, making special note of the crowd of 
more than 1,000 that came out to view the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay as it made its way through the county. On 
Sept. 18, 2016—Day 9 of the relay—the torch was passed 
at the Decatur County line on State Road 46. Twenty-four 
torchbearers carried the flame on foot and in a golf cart, 
trucks and an antique tractor.

“We even had a swimmer take the torch through a 
swimming pool at the YMCA,” said Herbert, highlighting 
the unique effort by YMCA CEO Diane Hart-Dawson. 

The Tree City Saddle Club Bicentennial Equestrian Color 
Guard Squad brought the torch from the American Legion 
to the courthouse square, where a brief ceremony included 
the reading of a proclamation declaring Sept. 18, 2016, as 
“Bicentennial Torch Relay Day.”

A Big Wheel tricycle carried the torch around the 
Greensburg town square. The torch traveled along U.S. 421 
to the Honda Manufacturing of Indiana plant, carried in a 
Honda Civic. It then headed out of Decatur County on  
U.S. 421. 

Greensburg radio station WTRE-FM created a video of 
Decatur County’s entire torch run that is archived at the 
Decatur County Courthouse and the Historical Society of 
Decatur County museum in Greensburg. The torch was 
on display at several locations, including its final stop, the 
Historical Society museum.

Nineteen volunteers assisted with bicentennial activities, 
with expenditures estimated at $1,000. The events were 
publicized online, including on visitgreensburg.com, the 
Decatur County Visitors Center website, and the Decatur 
Tourism Facebook page, and articles were featured in the 
Greensburg Daily News.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Decatur County, visit indiana2016.org.

Decatur County’s Bison-tennial bison, which stands on the grounds of 
the Decatur County Courthouse, was painted by artists Marci Ping and 
Lauren Reed with the help of local students.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission



DEKALB COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Jenny Kobiela-
Mondor
County Seat: Auburn
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 362.82
Population in 2010: 42,223
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 19 – 16 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust

In this county known for its automotive history, DeKalb 
County Bicentennial Coordinator Jenny Kobiela-Mondor 
said a key accomplishment of the county’s celebration 
was its concerted focus “on the wide range of history and 
current culture of our county.”

The community showed its wholehearted support for 
Eckhart Public Library’s Bicentennial Legacy Project, the 
renovation of the Auburn library’s 19-foot tall ornamental 
bronze fountain presented to the town by Charles Eckhart 
in 1912. The fountain was disassembled, restored, and 
returned to Library Park during the bicentennial year. “It 
was very special to see the community’s appreciation of 
culture and to know that the fountain will be flowing for 
generations to come,” said Kobiela-Mondor.

She noted that another memorable moment was “seeing 
so many people in downtown Auburn enjoying the outdoor 
exhibition ‘Sculptures on the Square III: The Magic of 
Metal.’” This Legacy Project, sponsored by the Auburn Arts 
Commission, honored DeKalb County’s storied history of 
metal manufacturing. Fifteen original metal sculptures by 
Midwestern artists were displayed on Courthouse Square 
and throughout downtown Auburn from June 6 through 
Sept. 15, 2016. 

In another public art project, the DeKalb County towns 
of Auburn and Waterloo joined with three Steuben County 
towns and the Steuben County Tourism Bureau to create 
a “yarn art” trail. Crocheted and knitted designs were 
hung or wrapped on trees, “planted” in flower boxes, and 
displayed on buildings during the first two months of 2016. 
Handcrafted hats and gloves also were hung from trees, ripe 
for picking by those in need. 

The Auburn Kiwanis Club’s Legacy Project was the 
creation and sale of specialty license plates that highlighted 
the bicentennial. The plate design included the Indiana seal, 
the U.S. and Indiana flags, the state bird and flower, and the 
words “Crossroads of America.”

The town of Waterloo hosted dedications and open 
houses for both its new town hall and restored 1883 
railroad station as part of the bicentennial year. The Butler 
Elementary Little Hoosiers Club, an after-school program 
for elementary school students, researched historical 
figures, places and events to create markers for DeKalb 
County’s first Heritage Trail.

DeKalb County’s bison statue, decorated by Atrium 

Artists, took second-place honors in the Indiana State Fair 
Bison-tennial Herd Judges’ Choice competition. The judges 
awarded the prize based on the bison’s “design and detailed 
imagery.” 

Three Bicentennial Nature Trust acquisitions in the 
county, led by ACRES Land Trust, resulted in an addition 
of more than 200 preserved acres. These include 111 acres 
of forests, wetlands and agricultural land in the Black Creek 
Corridor southwest of Auburn; 93 acres of upland forest, 
mature forested floodplain and riparian buffer acres along 
the west bank of Cedar Creek; and 20 river miles of Cedar 
Creek from Auburn to its terminus at the St. Joseph River in 
northern Allen County. The new Cedar Creek Conservation 
Area in DeKalb and Allen counties was a BNT project led 
by ACRES.

A horse and buggy were among the conveyances carrying 
Indiana’s bicentennial torch through DeKalb County on 
Oct. 1, 2016, the final day of the County Free Fall Fair 
and Day 20 of the Bicentennial Torch Relay. Among the 
torchbearers was Waterloo police officer Stephen Brady, 
who had returned to the force after surviving a shooting by 
armed robbery suspects. Sharon Zonker, cheered on by the 
DeKalb High School Cross Country team, carried the torch 
in memory of Donald Lash, an Olympic runner and Indiana 
state representative. The president of the Fair Association, 
Larry Dove, lit the cauldron on the steps of the county 
courthouse, where the evening ended with a rendition of 
the song “Happy Birthday, Indiana.”

Hundreds of volunteers assisted in planning DeKalb 
County events, with total attendance also estimated to be in 
the hundreds. Bicentennial information is preserved in the 
Willennar Genealogy Center at the Eckhart Public Library.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
DeKalb County, visit indiana2016.org.

The 1912 fountain in Auburn’s Library Park was restored thanks to the 
Eckhart Public Library’s Bicentennial Legacy Project.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

136 | County Projects



DELAWARE  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Nancy Carlson
County Seat: Muncie
Year Organized: 1827
Square Miles: 392.12
Population in 2010: 117,672
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 19 – 16 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“We brought together a lot of people to celebrate Indiana’s 
bicentennial with a real spirit of cooperation,” said Delaware 
County Coordinator Nancy Carlson. That spirit resulted in 
the creation of the original cantata “Middletown Stories,” a 
Legacy Project conceived, composed and performed  
by Hoosiers. 

Muncie’s Masterworks Chorale commissioned the choral 
symphonic work, inspired by the city’s sesquicentennial in 
2015. It premiered on May 14, 2016, at a free concert held 
at Muncie Central High School in celebration of the state’s 
200th birthday. The Chorale collaborated with the Center 
for Middletown Studies and Ball State University libraries, 
selecting passages from their archives as the basis and text 
for the composition. 

Many members of the audience of 1,000 had never before 
attended a classical music performance, Carlson said, 
calling the cantata “a lasting product” of the bicentennial 
celebration.

Masterworks Chorale also collaborated with Motivate 
Our Minds, an academic support program for elementary-
school children in Muncie, to take children on a field 
trip to the Ball State archives to learn how the music was 
created. The children created a display for the concert 
expressing their feelings about Muncie as “Middletown”—a 
representative city in the Midwest first explored by 
sociologists Robert S. and Helen Merrell Lynd in their 1929 
book, “Middletown.”

The Delaware County Historical Society sponsored 
“200th Happy Birthday to Indiana,” an exhibit of 
highlighting local, regional and state historical events, 
places and people. Displayed in the main lobby of the 
Horizon Convention Center, the exhibit served to raise 
awareness and interest in the bicentennial and encourage 
involvement in local history programs.

Three Bicentennial Nature Trust acquisitions by Red-
tail Land Conservancy have preserved a total of 176 acres 
in Delaware County. These include a 15-acre addition 
to Red-tail’s Dutro Woods Preserve in Muncie; 44 acres 
of floodplain woodland along the White River west of 
Yorktown; and 117 acres that include upland forest, a 
forested wetland riparian area along the White River, and 
an upland oil field. 

Sept. 27, 2016, marked the day the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay passed through Delaware County. The Albany Lions 
Club sponsored a free kick-off pancake breakfast at the 
Delaware County Fairgrounds, where Muncie Mayor 
Dennis Tyler lit the torch and ran a downhill leg of the 
relay. Ball State University was the next stop. At the Muncie 
Fieldhouse, 1,000 fourth-graders cheered as Muncie 
Central’s athlete and scholar Delyn Harty-Isom passed by 
with the torch. Former Indiana State Senator and Korean 
War veteran Allie Craycraft rode with the torch through his 
native town of Selma.

More than 100 volunteered to assist the eight-
person Delaware County Bicentennial Committee with 
events, which drew an estimated audience of 10,000. 
Approximately $2,500 was both raised and spent to support 
the efforts. 

The “Middletown Cantata” and its related children’s 
project are archived in the Middletown archives. Additional 
Delaware County bicentennial memorabilia, photos  
and videos are preserved at Ball State University’s  
Bracken Library.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Delaware County, visit indiana2016.org.

Sponsored by The Community Foundation of Muncie and Delaware 
County, “Neolin” the bison was decorated by artist Denise King. Its 
design highlights the colorful beadwork of the county’s native Lenape 
tribe. Neolin means “prophet” in the Lenape language.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission 
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DUBOIS COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Kevin Manley
County Seat: Jasper
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 427.27
Population in 2010: 41,901
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6 – 4 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

The strong German heritage of Dubois County was 
highlighted in the Legacy Project “An Indiana Bicentennial 
Remembrance: The Story of German Immigration to 
Dubois County, Indiana.” The Dubois County Museum 
sponsored the development of the permanent exhibit 
featuring five displays telling the story of German 
immigrants’ journey to and arrival in America, their early 
days in their new home, and early churches and expressions 
of their faith. The display focuses on Dubois County’s 
unique culture and celebrates the German immigrants’ 
contributions to the economy as well as to the community’s 
religious, educational and social life. The exhibition was 
supplemented by programs on related topics, including 
the history of immigration, the influx of Catholics and 
Lutherans to Dubois County, translations of old German 
script and Germans in the Civil War. 

In honor of the bicentennial year, the 38th annual Jasper 
Strassenfest also highlighted 200 years of German history 
in Dubois County. The event took place on the downtown 
square Aug. 4-7, 2016.

The first Bicentennial Nature Trust project in Dubois 
County was a 20-acre addition to Ferdinand State Forest by 
the Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry. 
Also through the BNT, the city of Jasper purchased 25 acres 
that includes a wooded ravine adjacent to the former Jasper 
Country Club, which the city had purchased in 2013 to 
create a new park called the Parklands.

The town of Holland dedicated its new park, Holland 
Commons, on Dec. 11, 2016, at a community bicentennial 
celebration. The commons features a gazebo, a 
commemorative flagpole honoring service members and 
green space planted with native shade trees. 

The Dubois County Historical Society honored the 
county’s namesake, Toussaint Dubois, a native of France 
who fought in the Battle of Tippecanoe. Community leaders 
dedicated a commemorative plaque to Dubois—the first 
person to buy land in what later would become Dubois 
County—at the courthouse on Nov. 3, 2014. 

On Sept. 14, 2016—Day 5 of the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay—hundreds of citizens and elementary school students 
lined the streets at the start of the relay in Ferdinand, where 
a commemorative breakfast was held at the American 
Legion Post. The Pine Ridge Elementary choir serenaded 
the crowd.

Former Lt. Gov. and President of Ivy Tech Sue 
Ellspermann jogged with the torch before taking it to 
Huntingburg via automobile and handing it to former State 
Auditor Connie Nass, who rode in a 1901 Huntingburg 
touring car. They were honored as the only two women in 
Dubois County to have held state office. At Huntingburg 
City Hall, the torchbearers were welcomed by Mayor Denny 
Spinner and the Southridge choir and band.

In Jasper, the torch passed the Jasper City Mill and 
the train depot. The Jasper High School band and choir 
performed as it rounded the county courthouse, In 
Celestine, torchbearers were serenaded by the Northeast 
Dubois marching band as elementary school students 
looked on. 

“I’m ecstatic,” said County Coordinator Manley. “It was 
better than I ever imagined.” He added that highlights of 
the county’s celebration were “the seamless coordination of 
the entire event” and “the pride that I saw in the faces of our 
torchbearers.”

More than 1,000 people turned out for the Torch Relay; 
42 volunteers assisted with the event. Information and 
artifacts are preserved at the Dubois County Museum. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Dubois County, visit indiana2016.org.

Dubois County celebrated its German heritage with its Bison-tennial 
bison, designed by Josh Dodd and Jasper High School art students. The 
statue was sponsored by the Redevelop Old Jasper Action Coalition.
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ELKHART COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Lauren Konye and 
Sonja Nash
County Seat: Goshen
Year Organized: 1830
Square Miles: 463.17
Population in 2010: 197,450
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 21 – 19 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Bicentennial Coordinators Lauren Konye and Sonja Nash 
pointed to two Elkhart County Legacy Projects— Quilt 
Gardens along the Heritage Trail and the Northern Indiana 
Dairy Trail—that “embody our past and future.” They 
noted that “both connect hardworking Elkhart County 
families and volunteers who are building our communities, 
expressing community pride and fostering economic 
development.”

The famous Quilt Gardens took on a bicentennial 
theme in 2016. The annual spring-to-fall floral attraction 
sponsored by the Elkhart County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau featured 19 large-scale, blooming quilt gardens 
and oversized quilt-art murals in seven towns. Each site 
designed its Quilt Garden using historic quilt patterns that 
reflected Indiana’s heritage. In Elkhart, the garden inspired 

by the 1920 Dogwood quilt pattern also featured a 12-foot 
tall wooden torch representing Indiana’s state flag. 

The Northern Indiana Dairy Trail, which runs through 
five northern Indiana counties, had a special place in 
Elkhart County’s bicentennial celebration. U.S. Rep. Jackie 
Walorski visited Goshen’s Knollbrook Farm on June 18, 
2016 to tour the dairy operation of John and Cynthia Adam, 
while Mybrook Farm in Middlebury hosted the county’s 
Bicentennial Torch Relay.

The second annual Gateway Mile Auto Fest in downtown 
Elkhart on July 16, 2016, celebrated the bicentennial with an 
exhibition of Indiana-made vehicles. 

The Middlebury Chamber of Commerce sponsored 
the Middlebury Then & Now Town Tour & Celebration 
to honor the bicentennial and recognize the town’s 
history From May through October, residents and visitors 
could take a self-guided tour of historic buildings. To 
commemorate Middlebury’s 180th birthday on June 18, 
2016, the town held an “Old Timers Meeting” at which 
seniors were invited to share stories of life in Middlebury.

The annual Elkhart Jazz Festival carried a bicentennial 
theme and included two presentations on Indiana music 
by the curator of American music at the Smithsonian 
Institution. Dr. John Edward Hasse presented “Indiana Jazz 
Masters – From Bix to Baker to Wes Montgomery” and 
“The Stardust Road,” highlighting the life of famed Hoosier 
songwriter Hoagy Carmichael.

“Billy the Bison,” sponsored by United 
Way of Elkhart County, was one of three 
Bison-tennial bison in the county. Billy was 
painted by Zach Tate and Leah Schroeder 
of Goshen Youth Arts. 



The 40-year-old Nappanee Apple Festival brought 
Indiana history into its annual celebration by awarding 
bicentennial-themed prizes to players of The Dice Game, 
an iconic feature of the event. Wakarusa celebrated Hoosier 
heritage and traditions at the 47th annual Wakarusa Maple 
Syrup Festival in the spring of 2016. 

The Elkhart County Planning and Redevelopment 
organization created a souvenir poster highlighting the 
quilt-like configuration of the county’s townships and 
architectural sites, superimposing them on the actual map 
of their respective townships as surveyors laid them out  
in 1833. 

Friends of the Elkhart Public Library sponsored a talk on 
the history and future of the state by Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioner and historian James H. Madison at its 
annual meeting in March 2016. 

The Elkhart County social services organization ADEC 
presented artist-in-residence days at Potato Creek State 
Park during June, July and August 2016.

Through the Bicentennial Nature Trust, the Goshen 
Parks & Recreation Department purchased a 103-acre 
former quarry area in Goshen that contains the 83-acre 
Fidler Pond. Plans call for the addition of open-air pavilions 
and picnic areas. Friends of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail 
purchased 6.5 acres to fill a one-mile gap in the 16-mile 
trail that travels through wooded wetlands between Goshen 
and Shipshewana. 

The Woodlawn Nature Center in Elkhart became part 
of the Bicentennial Nature Center Network, a statewide 
coalition of more than 14 nature centers. 

On Oct. 3, 2016—Day 23 of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Torch Relay—the event kicked off with a ceremony at 
MyBrook Dairy Farm in Middlebury. A unique feature was 

a special “milk toast” by the torchbearers and speakers. 
Event coordinators produced commemorative milk bottles 
that were used in the toast. Among the guests were nearly 
100 Old Order Amish students and teachers, who came 
from their nearby one-room schoolhouse to view the  
torch lighting. 

More than 2,000 citizens and students lined the streets 
during the 67.7-mile trek through the county. Torch 
transportation highlighted aspects of the county’s history, 
culture and industry and included a Western Star milk 
truck, a mini Cardinal bus, a horse-drawn carriage, a Jayco 
RV and an 1888 horse-drawn funeral wagon.

A 1956 Studebaker Golden Hawk brought the torch into 
the city of Elkhart. In Goshen, transport included a 1920 
Oldsmobile Holiday hardtop, a bicycle, a Janus motorcycle 
with a side car, and a 1959 Ford pickup truck. In Wakarusa, 
torchbearers included 94-year-old physician Dr. Robert 
Abel. Elkhart County 4-H Fair Queen 2016 Sarah Stump 
represented the second-largest county fair in the U.S., 
riding through Nappanee in a 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air. 

The Bicentennial Task Force included 21 members, with 
seven serving on the Torchbearer Nominating Committee. 
The task force raised $7,500 to support the Torch Relay 
celebration event. More than 300 volunteers supported 
Legacy Projects and Torch Relay events.

The Elkhart County Historical Museum holds the Torch 
Relay’s torch and signed banner. Events were promoted on 
the website www.ElkhartCounty2016.com.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Elkhart County, visit indiana2016.org.
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FAYETTE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Anna Dungan
County Seat: Connersville
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 215.01
Population in 2010: 24,317
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 12 – 11 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The Connersville News-Examiner ranked Indiana’s 
bicentennial celebration as “one of the biggest stories of the 
year in Connersville and Fayette County.”

The newspaper noted, “From various Indiana 
Bicentennial Legacy projects which were created locally to 
celebrate the occasion … up to the arrival Sept. 24 of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, it was a time to recall 
and honor what makes the Hoosier State so great…. Indeed, 
the celebration brought many in the county together, with 
teamwork leading to a slew of events taking place on the big 
day in September.”

Bicentennial Coordinator Anna Dungan concurred that 
the Torch Relay and accompanying weekend celebrations 
were highlights, along with the creation of a mural on 
the wall of the Fayette County Foundation building in 
downtown Connersville. Artist Terry Hreno depicted 
the history of the Twelve Mile Purchase, which led to the 
founding of Fayette County. This Bicentennial Legacy 
Project was funded by the Melvin and Sue Dice Endowment 
at the Fayette County Foundation. 

Historic Connersville Incorporated sponsored a tour of 
the historic City Cemetery, highlighting the stories of those 
who helped to form the community. 

The Fayette County Farmers Market included the 
bicentennial as its theme in 2016, adding a children’s area 
with educational games and activities about the history 
of Indiana and Fayette County. The 114th Fayette County 
Free Fair featured bicentennial flags flying throughout the 
grounds.

A community-wide “memory mural” was created at 
the Fayette County Public Library. The mural captured 
residents’ thoughts and memories about the county’s 
past, present and future. The library also sponsored a 
Community Youth Day that included bicentennial banners, 
blue-and-yellow balloons and an appearance by  
“Abe Lincoln.” 

The town of Glenwood and the Glenwood Park Board 
hosted a community supper on April 21, 2016, that included 
the opportunity for residents to research historic records 
relating to early town settlers. They also contributed items 
for a time capsule buried in the town park. 

Through a grant from the Bicentennial Nature Trust, 
the city of Connersville and Fayette County Community 
Foundation purchased 21 acres of floodplain forest along 
the West Fork of the Whitewater River, providing space for 

a canoe launch, nature trails and picnic areas.
The Josiah Wedgwood Chapter of Questers used profits 

from its second annual Garden Tour, “Celebrating Indiana’s 
Bicentennial,” to purchase signage highlighting the historic 
significance of Connersville’s Roberts Park, created in 1902.

On Sept. 24, 2016, Fayette County hosted several 
bicentennial events as part of the Torch Relay celebration. 
The town of Glenwood welcomed the event with a 
proclamation. Hundreds greeted the torch as it made its 
way along State Road 44 into downtown Connersville, 
which also hosted its annual Apple Dumpling Days that 
weekend. In conjunction with the event, the Fayette County 
Tourism Bureau launched its Native American Geocaching 
Trail Legacy Project. Geocaches placed along the Fayette 
County Native American Trail highlighted historical sites 
along the trail. 

A celebration ceremony was held at the county 
courthouse, where the torch was on display. Twenty-six 
volunteers helped organize the event. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Fayette County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Whitewater Valley Arts Association decorated Fayette 
County’s Bison-tennial bison with images of county landscapes and 
reproductions of historic photos.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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FLOYD COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Melissa Wiseheart
County Seat: New Albany
Year Organized: 1819
Square Miles: 147.94
Population in 2010: 74,578
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 13 – 10 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Floyd County residents had myriad opportunities to 
learn about their southern Indiana history during the 
bicentennial year. 

The “First Families of Floyd, Clark and Harrison 
Counties” Legacy Project was created to discover, honor 
and preserve the memory of tri-county pioneers. Families 
proving direct descendance from settlers living in these 
counties before Dec. 31, 1840, were invited to apply for 
membership as “First Families.” Community workshops 
offered tips on how to research family history. 

Sponsored by the Culbertson Mansion State Historic 
Site, the Floyd County Oral History Project collected 
recollections from Floyd County residents. The interviews 
are archived at the Indiana University Southeast Library in 
New Albany. 

The New Albany-Floyd County Public Library sponsored 
several bicentennial projects, including a “Happy Birthday, 
Indiana!” party. The free, public event included a Lincoln 
reenactor who discussed Lincoln’s childhood in Indiana and 
an opportunity for guests to share their own favorite Hoosier 
moments. “Picturing the Past,” a 2016 calendar, featured 
historic photographs of prominent New Albany businesses 
and buildings from the library’s collection. The library also 
sponsored series of “Lunch and Learn” presentations on 
Indiana and Floyd County history. The Southern Indiana 
Genealogical Society held a “Bison-tennial” party at the 
library in Dec. 2016, presenting “The Indiana Wilderness 
Road, A Retracement Survey of the Indiana Buffalo Trace.” 

The Culbertson Mansion State Historic Site presented 
its “Throwback Thursday Summer Lecture Series,” a 
celebration of Floyd County and Indiana’s past. The free 
lectures included a presentation on historic houses of  
New Albany.

Friends of Division Street School, one of the oldest 
African American schools still standing in Indiana, 
sponsored an old-fashioned ice cream social complete with 
vintage bicycle riders. The entire New Albany community 
was invited, with all fourth-graders receiving a special 
invitation. 

Another “friends” group raised more than $500,000 to 
restore and purchase a new steeple for the historic New 
Albany Town Clock Church, an important beacon on the 
Underground Railroad route. The original steeple was 
destroyed by lightning in 1915, and the replica was put in 
place in May 2016. 

Three endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust projects added 

a potential of 112 acres of preserved land in Floyd County. 
The Nature Conservancy acquired 103 acres as an addition 
to the existing Brock Sampson-Hardin Ridge Conservation 
Area, helping to conserve two forests of mixed pine and 
chestnut oak. The Conservancy also proposed the creation 
of the Ohio River Glades Conservation Area, which includes 
steep ridges along the river from New Albany to the 
southern tip of Harrison County as well as forest land. The 
area is home to rare plants and several endangered species. 
In addition, Floyd County Parks purchased nine acres of 
woods and wetland as part of a planned 35-acre park in 
New Albany. 

More than 500,000 attended New Albany’s four-
day Harvest Homecoming Festival. The 2016 Harvest 
Homecoming parade included a float carrying the county’s 
Bicentennial Torch Relay torchbearers. 

On Sept. 14, 2016, the Bicentennial Torch Relay made its 
way through the Floyd County towns of Greenville, Galena, 
Floyds Knobs and New Albany on Day 6 of its journey. 
Hundreds gathered to see the torch pass by. 

Bicentennial Coordinator Melissa Wiseheart reported 
that “successfully completing our leg of the Torch Relay 
and our [library’s] Happy Birthday, Indiana party” were 
highlights of the county’s bicentennial celebration. Five 
members served on the bicentennial planning committee, 
with 32 volunteers assisting. An estimated 75,000 attended 
the various bicentennial events. The committee raised an 
estimated $2,500 to support $3,000 in expenses. Events 
were publicized on the “Floyd County Bicentennial” 
Facebook page. Bicentennial memorabilia are housed at the 
New Albany-Floyd County Public Library.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Floyd County, visit indiana2016.org.

Eighteen torchbearers were selected to carry the Indiana Bicentennial 
Relay torch in Floyd County on Sept. 14, 2016. Two were chosen 
posthumously.

Photo credit: Floyd County Bicentennial Committee
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FOUNTAIN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Cheryl Harris
County Seat: Covington
Year Organized: 1825
Square Miles: 395.66
Population in 2010: 17,262
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 14 – 12 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“The bicentennial in Fountain County brought together 
young and old to participate in our communities. Each 
of the committees and the residents in Fountain County 
worked tremendously to celebrate our heritage,” said 
Bicentennial Coordinator Cheryl Harris. 

Fountain County Landmarks, Inc. created a map of 
historic sites and points of interest for residents and visitors. 

The city of Attica sponsored the creation of a quilt with 
blocks representing symbols used on the Underground 
Railroad. Bethel Church and several houses in the city were 
stops on the Underground Railroad. The quilt was raffled to 
raise funds for other bicentennial projects. 

The Covington-Veedersburg Public Library held an 
“Indiana Bicentennial Summer Reading Marathon.” 
Students had eight “stops” or weekly goals, with each stop 
representing an Indiana historical area. 

The Newtown Town Council opened the Quigle-Palin 
Community Center in August 2016 with a bicentennial 
celebration. The Town Council renovated the former 
American Legion building as a community center and 
museum of town memorabilia. 

The farming community of Wallace held “Recreating 
Yesterday,” a June 2016 celebration that included 
dedication of a town plaque, a tree-planting ceremony 
and demonstrations of pioneer activities. The Wallace 
fire department sponsored a meal and music at the town’s 
bandstand. Guests were asked to dress in 1816 period 
clothing. 

The Fountain Trust Pipe Band’s drum major marched 
with an oversized Indiana flag in all 2016 performances and 
included the tagline “Celebrating the Indiana Bicentennial” 
in its announcements.

In a pair of Bicentennial Nature Trust projects, NICHES 
Land Trust acquired land that expanded two conservation 
areas. A 23-acre addition to Shawnee Bottoms preserve 
completes the protection of a nine-acre pond. The area 
features upland oak woods and a portion of the Wabash and 
Erie Canal towpath. A 54-acre addition to an existing 255-
acre conservation area includes a seven-acre natural pond 
where bald eagles nest.

The city of Covington planned a celebration on the 
evening of Oct. 12, 2016, in conjunction with Day 30 of 
the Bicentennial Torch Relay. The event incorporated a 
bicentennial birthday party, the dedication of the new 
bicentennial gazebo on the courthouse square, and the 
planting of a tulip tree. The gazebo, a Legacy Project, 

was made possible by donations from the Fountain Trust 
Company and the city of Covington. Downtown streets 
and the county courthouse square were filled with 
people, despite evening rain showers. Harris said it was 
heartwarming to see the “community support for the 
celebration, even when the weather was not nice.” 

“The highlight for me was to see the county come 
together and bring the torch down the Wabash River 
through the tree-lined streets of our county seat. It brought 
chills,” she added. The torch was carried in a motor boat 
and then along the town’s parade route before heading 
to its final stop at the new gazebo. The 17 torchbearers 
were honored at the closing ceremonies. Covington 
Christian School students presented a painting of the state 
that included outlines of their hands. Fourth- and fifth-
graders sang a rap song about Indiana history written by 
their music teacher, and eighth-graders presented a time 
capsule with memorabilia placed in a wooden apple box 
from Coffing Brothers Orchard Co. The Fountain County 
Art Council created a slideshow highlighting “What You 
Didn’t Know About Fountain County,” which was shown 
during the party and later made available to community 
organizations and schools. 

Proceeds from the seventh annual Covington 5K, held on 
June 4, 2016, were donated to the Bicentennial Celebration 
Fund at the Covington Community Foundation.

More than 1,000 volunteers assisted with bicentennial 
activities and events, which had an estimated total 
attendance of more than 25,000. Events were publicized on 
the “Fountain County Art Council” and “Fountain County 
Bicentennial Torch Relay and Celebration” Facebook pages.

Bicentennial memorabilia are housed in several locations, 
including the Fountain County Courthouse, as well as 
museums and public libraries.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Fountain County, visit indiana2016.org.

 This bicentennial gazebo, a Legacy Project, was built on the 
courthouse square in Covington. 

Photo credit: Fountain County Bicentennial Committee
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FRANKLIN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Pam Beneker and 
Mikel Beck
County Seat: Brookville
Year Organized: 1810
Square Miles: 384.43
Population in 2010: 23,061
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 15

The historic Indiana towns of Batesville, Metamora 
and Brookville all did their part to make Franklin County’s 
bicentennial celebration a success. 

Batesville’s 43rd annual Music and Arts Festival featured 
the Indianapolis Jazz Orchestra performing tunes by 
native Hoosiers Hoagy Carmichael and Cole Porter. The 
Rural Alliance for the Arts Community Art Show featured 
bicentennial-themed events, and the festival’s finale, the 
Annual County Showdown, included Historical Society and 
Mayor’s Youth Council bicentennial booths. 

Batesville Senior Café, Inc. transformed a vacant block 
in downtown Brookville into a hub of bustling activity 
by adaptively reusing the vacant Valley House Hotel as a 
Legacy Project. The mid-19th-century historic building was 
renovated to become a residence for seniors, a restaurant, a 
primary health-care facility, a senior center and pharmacy.

Several Legacy Projects were centered in Brookville. 
The Brookville Canoefest, which presented the state’s 
largest canoe and kayak races, featured music, food, canoe 
painting, talent contests and fireworks. The Brookville 
United Methodist Church celebrated its own bicentennial 
in 2016 with the publication of a book highlighting its 
200-year history. The city of Brookville hosted the Legacy 
Dinner Dance on June 18, 2016. Sponsored by Main Street 
Brookville, Inc., the celebration included displays of 19th-
century Indiana maps, apparel, quilts and historic photos, 
along with musical entertainment. 

Metamora Performing Arts, Inc. hosted “ALL-IN THE 
CANAL!” an ALL-IN Indiana Humanities Council Block 
Party celebrating the rich history of Franklin County. The 
event highlighted the Whitewater Valley Canal Trail. 

Whitewater Canal Byway Association produced the film 
“We Are Indiana.” Written and directed by Candy Yurcak, 
the film created in honor of the bicentennial was made 
possible by a gift from the Canal Society of Indiana. 

The Franklin County Historical Society presented a 
display of coverlets by Franklin County and Indiana weavers 
on Nov. 19, 2016. Guest speakers told stories of the history 
of coverlets and their creators. Quilt Batts Quilt Guild & 
Franklin County Extension Homemakers sponsored the 
Franklin County Quilt Show, which showcased both new 
and old quilts. Visitors received a booklet with the history 
of each.

Franklin County High School students and community 
actors presented “Little Lew’s Star” on Dec. 30, 2016. The 
interactive production, which depicted a moment in the 

early life of “Ben Hur” author Lew Wallace, was performed 
in the Old Brick Church in Brookville Cemetery. 

The Franklin County Public Library District published 
the two-volume set “The Schools of Franklin County, 
Indiana” and “The Teachers of Franklin County, Indiana 
1800s-1972,” a listing of all known schools and teachers who 
taught before the onset of local school consolidation. 

The Franklin County Circuit Court published “Judiciary 
of Franklin County 1816-2016,” a 200-year history of the 
establishment of the seat of justice in Franklin County. It 
was distributed to courts and libraries throughout the state.

The Franklin Public Library District digitized the 
county’s territorial court case files, creating an online, 
searchable database accessible via the Indiana State 
Archives website. 

The Whitewater Canal Scenic Byway and Whitewater 
Canal State Historic Site presented “Murder on the 
Whitewater Canal: An Interactive History Game” as a kick-
off to the Bicentennial Torch Relay in Franklin County. The 
murder mystery game, set in 1842 Metamora, offered an 
entertaining history of the towns along the historic canal 
route. The weekend was capped by a county-wide, old-
fashioned picnic in the park. 

Four fourth-graders depicting four Indiana governors 
who hailed from Brookville were among the highlights of 
the relay’s trip through Franklin County on Sept. 18, 2016, 
Day 9 of the relay. The tour started on U.S. 52, then made its 
way to Brookville, Metamora and Oldenburg before heading 
to Batesville, where a daylong community celebration at the 
downtown Village Square honored the town’s heritage and 
culture. 

Thirty-five volunteers assisted with the county’s Torch 
Relay events.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Franklin County, visit indiana2016.org.

A torchbearer crosses the tracks along the Duck Creek Aqueduct 
Covered Bridge in Metamora, built in 1846.
Photo credit: Samantha Brammer, Ball State University
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FULTON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Shirley Willard
County Seat: Rochester
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 542.50
Population in 2010: 20,836
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 7

Fulton County Bicentennial Coordinator Shirley Willard 
said the Bicentennial Torch Relay was a highlight of the 
county’s celebration. “It brought us all together,” she said. 

The Fulton County United Way’s bison statue, “Loyal,” 
took first-place honors in the Indiana State Fair Bison-
tennial Herd Judges’ Choice competition. The judges 
awarded the prize based on the bison’s “quality, execution 
and representation of state and county.” Loyal made his 
debut in the county’s Bicentennial Parade on June 17, 2016. 
The statue also won third place in the Indiana State Fair’s 
“People’s Choice” contest. 

Honoring the Potawatomi Nation was an important 
aspect of the county’s bicentennial commemoration. About 
14,000 people attended the 41st annual Trail of Courage 
Living History Festival at the Fulton County Historical 
Society in September, an Endorsed Legacy Project in 
2016. The festival recreates frontier Indiana, honoring the 
Potawatomi and other Native Americans. The 2016 event 
honored John “Rocky” Barret, tribal chair of the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation in Shawnee, OK. 

Among the county’s other Legacy Projects were the 
erection of two historical markers highlighting Potawatomi 
Chief Kee-wau-nay (or Kiwani) and the site of William 
Polke’s 1832 trading post. The marker for Chief Kee-wau-
nay, located in the Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 
cemetery at Lake Bruce, was dedicated during the Living 
History Festival. It was the project of Girl Scout Troop 
47609 of Northern Indiana and Michiana and Pulaski 
County. The location of William Polke’s trading post on the 
Tippecanoe River north of Rochester was marked by Fulton 
County Girl Scout Troop 43611. Polke was the first white 
settler in Fulton County.

The Potawatomi Trail of Death Association produced 
the documentary “Like Birds in a Wind Storm,” drawing on 
nearly 30 years of video footage of commemorative caravans 
retracing the Potawatomi Trail of Death. 

The Fulton Economic Development Corporation 
spearheaded the creation of Centennial Park in Rochester’s 
downtown historic district. Named for a former building 
built for the U.S. centennial celebration in 1876, the empty 
lot was transformed into an urban park featuring native 
plants, pathways, outdoor art displays and an open lawn. An 
endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust project called for the 
Nickel Plate Trail to be extended into the city of Rochester, 
thanks to the city’s planned purchase of eight acres  
of property. 

The Fulton County Historical Power Association and 
Historical Society brought the national event “Gathering 
of the Orange” to the Fulton County in June 2016. 
Approximately 30,000 flocked to the grounds of the 
Historical Society to see demonstrations of sawmill and 
steam engines, tractor pulls and evening parades. 

“A once-in-a-lifetime event” is how Rochester Mayor 
Ted Denton described the Bicentennial Torch Relay’s trip 
through Fulton County on Oct. 5, 2016, Day 24 of the relay.

“This torch represents passing on our history, our present 
and our thoughts and dreams for the future,” said Denton 
at the opening ceremony at the Fulton County Courthouse, 
which featured a high school band and choir. About 2,000 
people—including fourth-graders from three schools—
attended. A bicentennial exhibit was on display in  
the courthouse.

Fourteen torchbearers were selected to carry the torch 
through Rochester and along U.S. 31, where it was handed 
off to Miami County. 

About 500 volunteers assisted with bicentennial 
events. The Bicentennial Committee promoted events 
on the websites of The Fulton County Historical Society 
(fultoncountyhistory.org) and the Potawatomi Trail of 
Death Association (potawatomi-tda.org) and various 
Facebook pages. Memorabilia is stored in the Fulton 
County Museum. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Fulton County, visit indiana2016.org.

Fulton County Girl Scout Troop 43611 sponsored a historical marker 
highlighting the location of William Polke’s Trading Post. 

Photo credit: Fulton County Bicentennial Committee
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GIBSON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Eric Heidenreich 
County Seat: Princeton
Year Organized: 1813
Square Miles: 487.49
Population in 2010: 33,503
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 8 – 6 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Gibson County Bicentennial Coordinator Eric 
Heidenreich believes the county’s key accomplishment 
was “the pride in our county and our state” generated by 
bicentennial activities.

The Smithsonian’s National Museum of African 
American History and Culture visited Gibson County 
for a soil collection event at the Greer family farm near 
Princeton, one of the oldest family farms in the community, 
on April 30, 2016. Smithsonian curator Paul Gardullo and 
members of the Greer family dug the soil for inclusion 
in the “Power of Place” exhibit at the museum. “The 
soil acquisition ceremony brought national attention to 
this early black pioneer settlement in Gibson County,” 
Heidenreich said. 

Settled in the early 1800s, Lyles Station is one of the last 
remaining African-American settlements in the state. The 
Lyles Station Historic School and Museum acquired and 
planted heirloom Cushaw squash seeds passed down from 
Abraham Lincoln’s family. Pies made from the squash were 
served at the torch relay celebration at Lyles Station on  
Sept. 11, 2016.

The Gibson County Chamber of Commerce 
commemorated Indiana’s bicentennial with the sale of 
“Gibsonopoly” games. All game board spaces represented 
local businesses and attractions, and the Princeton Public 
Library offered personalized game tokens made on a  
3D printer.

Through the Bicentennial Nature Trust, the Sycamore 
Land Trust acquired the Columbia Mine tract, a 1,043-acre 
site in Gibson and Pike counties that connects two large 
parcels owned by the Patoka National Wildlife Refuge. The 
Land Trust also acquired an 80-acre private parcel in the 
Refuge that provides important habitat for sensitive species, 
including the federally endangered Indiana bat and state-
endangered cerulean warbler.

The Oakland City – Columbia Township Public Library 
created a minute-long video of Oakland City residents of all 
ages reading lines from the Indiana State Poem, “Indiana,” 
at various locations in the town. The resulting Legacy 
Project, “Oakland City Reads,” was posted on the library’s 
website and on YouTube.

Students at Fort Branch Community School celebrated 
the bicentennial at their 2016 Spring Concert, titled “Happy 
200th Birthday, Indiana!” and their Christmas Concert, 
“Merry Christmas, Indiana!” Both featured Indiana-themed 
songs, or songs by Hoosier composers.

The Bicentennial Torch Relay stopped in Gibson County 
on Day 3 of its travels: Sept. 11, 2016. “As the large crowds 
can attest, Sunday’s Gibson County portion of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay celebration was a smashing 
success,” noted the Princeton Daily Clarion. “No fewer than 
30 area individuals took part in the relay, which kicked 
off just south of Owensville before winding its way 43.4 
miles through the county—making stops in Owensville, 
Fort Branch, Princeton, Lyles Station and Patoka—before 
eventually ending at U.S. 41 north near the Knox  
County line.”

Heidenreich said, “As a passenger in the torch relay 
caravan, I got to see first-hand the excitement and pride in 
the faces of both the torchbearers and in the community 
members who came out to witness the torch passing 
through their communities.” 

The initial torchbearer carried the flame in honor of Col. 
William Hargrove, who fought in the Battle of Tippecanoe. 
Among the torch conveyances were a bicycle, a replica of 
the “Herbie the Love Bug” Volkswagen Beetle and a  
1962 Corvette. 

In conjunction with the Torch Relay, the Gibson County 
Visitors and Tourism Bureau sponsored 2016 Hero 
Appreciation Day at the county courthouse in downtown 
Princeton. The event paid tribute to local law enforcement 
and emergency personnel. The event featured live music, 
children’s activities, a speech by Mayor Brad Schmitt and 
free ice cream.

Sixteen members served on the Bicentennial Committee. 
Fifty volunteers assisted with events, which were attended 
by an estimated 3,000 people. Events were promoted on 
www.gibsoncountyin.org and the Gibson County Facebook 
page. County bicentennial information and artifacts were 
displayed at the Gibson County Courthouse and at the 
Princeton Train Depot/Visitors Center. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Gibson County, visit indiana2016.org.

Gibson County’s Bison-tennial bison, painted by Jimmy Wallace, Ron 
Wise and Bob Zasadny, reaches its destination—the Gibson County 
Courthouse. The statue was sponsored by the Gibson County Visitors 
and Tourism Commission.

146 | County Projects



GRANT COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Betsy Coss, Mary 
Eckerle and Dave Huffman 
County Seat: Marion
Date Organized: 1831
Population in 2010: 70,061
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 13 – 11 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“We collaborated with many county groups and 
organizations and worked as a team to accomplish this,” 
said Grant County Bicentennial Coordinator Mary 
Eckerle. An estimated 5,000 people attended the county’s 
bicentennial events.

In October 2016, the Bicentennial Committee hosted 
an open house in the lobby of the 100-year-old Marion 
National Bank building. The event raised funds to support 
other bicentennial events, including the Marion Veteran’s 
Day parade and the Statehood Day celebration on the 
courthouse square. Held on Dec. 11, 2016, the Statehood 
Day celebration included a performance by Kings Academy 
Choir, a silent art auction, a display of the Quilter’s Hall of 
Fame Signature Quilt, and exhibits by artisans, and county 
museums and historical societies. The quilt, a Legacy 
Project, was donated to the Marion Public Library.

The first installation of “History Made Here,” a new 
living-history exhibit at Marion’s Carnegie Museum, depicts 
the Gas Boom era of the late 1800s. Eckerle said, “With the 
help of key stakeholders in the community, particularly 
the Marion Grant County Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
The Gartland Family Foundation and the Community 
Foundation, the museum was transformed with a new, 
fresh, interactive exhibit.”

The Fairmount Public Library celebrated both its 95th 
birthday and the state’s 200th birthday in 2016 with a 
Legacy Project that included an “Exploring Indiana” 
summer reading program as well as displays and readings of 
books by Hoosier authors.

The Indiana Motorcycle Preservation Society sponsored 
the Hog Daze Motorcycle Rally, a historical celebration of 
the original Marion International Motorcycle Race first 
held in 1919.

The annual Mississinewa 1812 Living History Weekend 
commemorated the battles between mounted federal troops 
and British allied Indians, portraying life in Indiana two 
centuries ago. For the bicentennial year, the event honored 
Indiana statehood.

The Mississinewa Audubon Club offered 200 minutes 
of bird walks in Marion’s Matter Park as its Legacy 
Project, while the Marion Parks Department featured a 
bicentennial-themed blue-and-yellow floral display in the 
park’s gardens. 

Two Bicentennial Nature Trust acquisitions brought new 
trails to enjoy. The town of Converse purchased 1.7 miles 
of abandoned rail corridor in Grant and Miami Counties to 

construct a trail connecting Converse with Oak Hill High 
School in Mier. The town of Sweetser acquired 6.41 acres of 
parcels along the Grant County portion of the rail corridor 
to develop a multi-use trail that connects Sweetser to Mier 
and extends the Cardinal Greenway trail system. 

On Day 17 of the Bicentennial Torch Relay, the torch 
traveled 24.9 miles through Grant County. Marcus 
Winslow, a distant cousin of Indiana-born actor James 
Dean, carried the torch in a 1956 Ford Crown Victoria. 
In Upland, the torch passed one of the nation’s oldest 
evangelical Christian colleges, Taylor University, and in 
Marion, the state’s largest private university—  
Indiana Wesleyan. 

In Gas City, students at RJ Basket Middle School sang 
Happy Birthday to their state. And in a first, the torch 
traveled through Marion on rollerblades piloted by 
former Marion mayor and Olympic figure skater Wayne 
Seybold. Marion’s living former mayors were invited to the 
celebration at the county courthouse planned by the Grant 
County Bicentennial Committee. Mayor Jess Alumbaugh 
passed the torch to 105-year-old community and civil rights 
activist Pearl Bassett. “It was memorable—many people had 
tears,” Eckerle said. 

The Miami Nation was honored by torchbearer Mike 
Hart, who rode in a horse and buggy in memory of Chief 
Meshingomesia (1781-1879), the last of Grant County’s 
Miami chiefs.

Memorabilia is housed at the Marion Public Library 
and its Grant County Museum. The county’s eight-person 
Bicentennial Committee was assisted by approximately 
200 volunteers. Approximately $2,000 was raised, with 
about $1,200 spent. Events were promoted on the “Indiana 
Bicentennial Grant County” Facebook page.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Grant County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Carnegie Museum’s “History Made Here” exhibit, a Bicentennial 
Legacy Project, showcases the historical firsts of Grant County’s “Gas 
Boom” era.

Photo credit: Grant County Bicentennial Committee
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GREENE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Halea Franklin and 
Susie Schulte
County Seat: Bloomfield
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 542.50
Population in 2010: 33,190
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 58

“Greene County may be small in population, but it’s large 
in area and split down the middle by the White River,” said 
Bicentennial Co-coordinator Halea Franklin. “One major 
accomplishment for our county was bringing our entire 
county together for celebrations.” Belying its small size, the 
county created 58 endorsed Legacy Projects—second only 
to the much larger Marion County.

“Bruno,” Greene County’s Bison-tennial bison, provided 
a thorough overview of Greene County landmarks. Painted 
at the Sculpture Trails Outdoor Museum in Solsberry, he 
was decorated with paintings of the county’s only covered 
bridge and oldest church, its courthouse, Goose Pond Fish 
and Wildlife Area and Greene County General Hospital. 
Bruno also held representations of the county’s farming 
industry, mascots of the county’s five school corporations 
and more. He spent his days on the lawn of the Greene 
County Courthouse.

Among the Legacy Projects was Bringing Elementary 
Students Together (BEST), a hands-on art project that 
brought together 1,950 first- through-fifth-graders at 
all schools in the county, including parochial and home 
schools. The $20,000 project sponsored by the Greene 
’16 Bicentennial Committee, Greene Co. Economic 
Development and the Sculpture Trails Outdoor Museum 
“brought art and Greene County’s history and heritage to 
life,” said the coordinators. Each classroom was given a 12” 
x 12” design by a local artist featuring a county cultural or 
architectural highlight. Students then scratched the design 
onto a scratch block made from sand and glue, and staff 
members of the Sculpture Trails Outdoor Museum created 
cast aluminum pieces from the blocks. The pieces were 
assembled into a large sculpture permanently displayed at 
the Greene County Fairgrounds Community Event Center. 

The “Sweet Dreams Baby Bundle” Legacy Project created 
by Greene County General Hospital aimed to address the 
county’s higher-than-average infant mortality rate. “Baby 
bundles” are large, heavy-duty decorated boxes lined with 
waterproof mattresses, covers and sheets designed to 
promote safe sleep for new infants (see p. 36)

School projects constituted a large percentage of the 
county’s Legacy Projects. On Dec. 9 and 12, the five public 
school corporations in Greene County served birthday 
cake to celebrate Indiana’s 200th birthday. Cakes made by 
each school’s food and nutrition services department were 
decorated in blue and yellow and individual pieces were cut 

in the shape of the state. Students in grades kindergarten 
through six also participated in a coloring contest, 
coloring Indiana-themed pages distributed by the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission at the Indiana State Fair. Greene 
County Commissioners selected a winner from each  
grade level.

The Bicentennial Committee featured the art of local 
high school students on bicentennial lapel pins created for 
each of the 92 counties, highlighting two points of interest 
per county. Students drew the points of interest, which  
then were etched into the pins by a local vendor. The  
committee also worked with a local vendor to create  
bicentennial T-shirts. 

The Tulip Trestle Community Restoration Project worked 
with teachers to develop educational field trips and learning 
opportunities about the landmark 1906 railroad trestle, still 
in use and one of the longest in the world.

At Bloomfield Elementary, students made a large paper 
quilt depicting scenes of Indiana history from 1916 to the 
present day. Each grade level explored an aspect of Indiana, 
completing writing assignments and art projects pertaining 
to the subject matter. Fourth-graders created family trees, 
researching at least four generations of their family’s 
history. Kindergartners and fifth-graders learned about 
Indiana coal. Second- and third-graders studied Indiana’s 
park system, and first- and fourth-graders completed 
projects about agriculture in Indiana. Sixth-graders 
researched famous Hoosiers. 

At Bloomfield Junior/Senior High School, the eighth-
grade class researched the impact of science on the Hoosier 
state. Students shared their findings by offering a “Hoosier 
Science Shout-Out” in daily school announcements and on 
the school’s website during the month of December. The 
yearbook class digitized the oldest yearbooks in the school’s 
collection and made them available to all via the school’s 
website.

Meanwhile, at Eastern Greene Elementary, fourth-graders 
studied and shared their knowledge of Indiana history with 
fellow students and staff. A Bicentennial Wall featured a 
state seal, along with a mural of Indiana sites, photos and 
descriptions of Legacy Projects. Fourth-graders celebrated 
“Pioneer Days,” learning about life in 1816 by making 
candles and playing pioneer games. They also learned 
about Abraham Lincoln’s family moving to Indiana in 1816. 
They also made topographical maps with a flour/salt/water 
mixture that enabled them to explore the state’s differing 
terrains. Fourth-graders in teacher Mandy Buskirk’s 
classroom created Indiana History Boxes. Students 
researched a place, person or event in Indiana history and 
made parade floats from boxes, illustrating their topic. On 
the Friday before Indiana’s birthday, the students displayed 
their floats and presented information to fellow students 
and teachers at the school’s bicentennial celebration on Dec. 
9, 2016. The event also included a scavenger hunt created 
by the Bloomfield Public Library. Students created holiday 
ornaments in the shape of Indiana and snacked on state-
shaped cookies.
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The annual Jasonville High School-Shakamak High 
School Alumni Association’s homecoming parade carried 
a bicentennial theme in 2016, as did the 47th annual 
Bloomfield Apple Festival, which recognized Greene 
County torchbearers. The 2016 theme of the Linton 
Freedom Festival and Independence Day Parade was 
“Hoosier Heroes,” showcasing those who influenced the 
development of the State of Indiana over 200 years. The 
annual event is sponsored by Linton-Stockton Chamber 
of Commerce. The Festival of Trees, a fundraiser for 
Shawnee Summer Theatre of Greene County, Indiana’s 
oldest continuously running summer theatre, featured a 
bicentennial-themed tree as the centerpiece of the  
festival’s display.

Bloomfield-Eastern Greene County Public Library 
sponsored a family Pioneer Olympics that included three-
legged racing, cow milking, seed spitting, and a hay-bale 
toss. The library also created “Lincoln: Penny Pitching and 
Penny Pinching,” a bicentennial celebration highlighting 
Abraham Lincoln’s years in Indiana and reviewing Smart 
Money practices. Documentarian Ronald Prickel presented 
a biography of Indiana author, lawyer and Civil War 
General Lew Wallace at the library on May 4, 2016.

The “Celebrating the Bicentennial in Stitches” Legacy 
Project featured the needlework of Greene County 
residents. The finished piece included the bicentennial logo, 

a torch, and the signatures and names of Greene County 
torchbearers.

Greene County received a facelift before it took center 
stage at the Bicentennial Torch Relay. On Sept. 21, 2016, 
the day the relay passed through the county, Bloomfield 
Elementary School Student Council members planted 
seven trees on the lawn of the Greene County Courthouse 
in Bloomfield with the help of county commissioners. The 
courthouse and square were decorated in a bicentennial 
theme. The Bicentennial Committee and volunteers 
spruced up the Torch Relay route on Greene County’s Day 
of Service on Sept. 11, planting yellow mums and blue asters 
in 300 pots to represent Indiana’s colors. The flowers were 
sold to local businesses and residents along the route. 

Bloomfield Elementary students teamed up against 
teachers and torchbearers in an Indiana trivia game during 
an all-school pep session the morning of the torch relay. 
Sixth-graders battled torchbearers, while fifth-graders 
battled teachers. Bicentennial Commission staff members 
René Stanley and Valeri Beamer made comments at the pep 
rally, and torchbearers explained why they liked living in 
Greene County. 

The torch passed by Worthington Town Hall and Tulip 
Trestle, then made its way to Bloomfield, where it was 
serenaded by the Bloomfield High School choir and band. 
Students from Bloomfield Elementary lined Spring Street 

Nearly 2,000 Greene County students in grades one through 
five helped to create a mural that hangs in the Greene County 
Fairgrounds Community Event Center.

Photo credit: Greene County Bicentennial Committee



to see the torch before it headed to Switz City, White River 
Valley High School and Linton, where it traveled on foot, a 
float, a golf cart and a fire truck. 

The county’s oldest torchbearer, 92-year-old World War 
II veteran Dale Myers, carried the torch in an all-terrain 
vehicle from Naval Surface Warfare Center, Crane Division 
that had been used in Operation Desert Storm. “The 
smile on his face as he held the torch was something I will 
remember forever,” said Franklin.

The Greene County Bicentennial Committee created special 
bicentennial T-shirts for the county.

Photo credit: Greene County Bicentennial Committee

The Bicentennial Committee, supported by 20 volunteers, 
posted Indiana facts and photos on its Facebook page every 
day, a feature called “365 Days of 2016.” The committee 
also worked with local photographers and a local printer 

to create a 2016 calendar with images of Greene County. 
The calendar included dates of local festivals and events, 
including those planned by the Bicentennial Committee. 
Video and photos of the torch relay and Greene County 
sites, along with interviews with torchbearers, were 
packaged on a CD. 

Information is stored at the Greene County Community 
Event Center, the Greene County Courthouse, Bloomfield-
Eastern Greene Public Library, area schools and Greene 
County Economic Development. 

Greene County Master Gardeners planted a community garden at the 
county fairgrounds, growing more than 500 pounds of produce that 
was donated to local food pantries in 2016. 

Photo credit: Greene County Master Gardeners

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Greene County, visit indiana2016.org.
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HAMILTON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Brenda Myers with 
Sarah Buckner
County Seat: Noblesville
Year Organized: 1823
Square Miles: 402
Population in 2010: 276,336 
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 28 – 25 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Hamilton County’s Bison-tennial bison, painted by artists Deanna 
Leonard of Arcadia and Erin Goodman of Noblesville, holds 29 circles 
with images representing Hamilton County along with the fingerprints 
of Hamilton County 4-H Fair visitors. The statue was funded by the 
Link Advisory Council, a youth-run philanthropic organization.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

Hamilton County, the fastest-growing county in the state 
in 2016, celebrated the bicentennial in a big way. “The entire 
year of celebration, especially the torch relay, brought the 
entire community together in a very positive, impactful 
way,” said Sarah Buckner, Tourism Gives coordinator for 
Hamilton County Tourism. 

She cited the Tree of Hope Legacy Project as an example 
of grassroots community involvement. “A local Eagle 
Scout from Westfield took charge of an effort to plant 10 
trees throughout Hamilton County,” she said. Planting 
ceremonies in all eight of the county’s cities and towns 
included the addition of a plaque to mark the bicentennial. 
Another tree-planting event, “IN2Trees Celebrating our 
Past and Future with Trees” at Noblesville’s Forest Park 
Earth Day/Arbor Fest on April 23, 2016, included a tree-
seedling giveaway, advice from the IN2Trees arborist and a 
planting demonstration.

The Watercolor Society of Indiana created “200 Notes 
from Indiana,” an exhibit of 200 small, original watercolor 
paintings depicting 100 important people in Indiana history 
and 100 prominent locations in the state. The exhibit was 
displayed in several locations in 2016.

“200: Threads of Time,” a contemporary textile art 
exhibit presented by INfiber, celebrated Indiana’s quilting 
history and the evolution of cloth’s use as an expressive 

medium. INfiber artists were challenged to create works 
that represented the concept of 200 years in Indiana. The 
creations were displayed in Fishers in June and July 2016. 

“200 Years of Indiana Postal History—A Showcase” was 
the theme of the Indiana Stamp Club’s annual Indyplex 
stamp show Oct. 6-8, 2016 at the Hamilton County 
Fairgrounds Exhibition Center. The show included 
approximately 20 exhibits spanning 200 years of Hoosier 
postal history.

Main Street Productions/Westfield Playhouse presented a 
series of plays by Hoosier playwrights for its 2015-16 season. 
An original production, “Follow the Drinking Gourd,” was 
based on the Underground Railroad.

The annual CarmelFest’s Fourth of July parade carried 
the theme “CarmelFest Celebrates Indiana’s Bicentennial.” 
Sponsored by the Carmel Rotary Club, the parade included 
a salute to the armed services, international cultural 
presentations, marching bands, motorcycle brigades, 
antique cars, youth organizations and themed floats. 

The “Lights Over Morse Lake” Fourth of July Festival also 
highlighted the state’s 200th birthday with a birthday cake 
celebration and a release of blue and gold balloons. The free, 
three-day event included a pioneer village and Civil War 
encampment, a local talent show, parade and fireworks. The 
“Pioneer Party in the Park Bicentennial Bash” also offered 
historical exhibits and displays during a day of music 
in Noblesville’s Forest Park. The free festival sponsored 
by Legacy Keepers Music featured live music from 
significant periods in Indiana’s past, a classic car display, 
vintage fashion exhibits, old-time crafts and historical 
reenactments. 

The Carmel Clay Public Library organized “Celebrate 
the State: Indiana at 200,” a year-long series of programs 
highlighting important people and notable events in local 
and Indiana history. A companion Community Reads 
program culminated with a “Birthday Bash for  
Indiana” event.

The Museum of Miniature Houses mounted an Indiana 
history exhibit featuring scale miniatures of Hoosier 
landmarks and memorabilia. Included were replicas of 
Levi and Catharine Coffin’s house in Fountain City, Major 
Taylor’s bicycle, Hoosier cabinets, Amish buggies, Shaker 
rooms, a farmers market and farmhouses, a river paddle 
boat and the Marmon Wasp race car. A second exhibit, 
“Hoosiers Making Miniatures,” celebrated the dozens of 
Indiana artisans who have contributed to the artistry of 
scale miniatures. 

The Conner House Revitalization project at Conner 
Prairie Interactive History Park in Noblesville served as 
the centerpiece of the park’s bicentennial celebration. The 
first brick structure in Hamilton County, Conner House 
was the site of the first public meetings for county officials, 
which included the discussion of the location for a new state 
capital: Indianapolis.

The Noblesville Preservation Alliance sponsored a 
Historic Home Tour featuring houses and public buildings 
built in Hamilton County’s earliest days. The tour included 
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the Hamilton County sheriff ’s residence, built in 1879, as 
well as homes and buildings on Conner Street, named for 
the county’s first settler and co-founder of Noblesville.

The Nickel Plate Players presented “Indiana (The 
Musical).” The production was created with assistance from 
local historians to accurately depict events that shaped the 
state. The show also highlighted Indiana composers, writers 
and other artists throughout the state’s 200-year history.

Hamilton Heights Elementary School celebrated Indiana’s 
200 years by holding a schoolwide Bison-tennial coloring 
contest. Fourth-grade students donated money to purchase 
and plant a tulip tree in honor of Indiana’s 200th birthday 
and decorated the t-shirts they wore on the day of the 
planting. Students at Our Lady of Grace Catholic School 
created wood art in the shape of Indiana in commemoration 
of the bicentennial. 

PrimeLife Enrichment Senior Center of Hamilton County 
hosted a free lunch-time Indiana Bicentennial Holiday 
Celebration on Dec. 7, 2016, where the Carmel High School 
Show Choir performed holiday classics. The Resident 
Council at HCR ManorCare at Summer Trace sponsored 
the “Bicentennial Big Band Community & Youth Bash,” an 
opportunity for seniors and youth to get together to share 
stories, hear live band music and enjoy a slice of the Indiana 
state pie—sugar cream. 

Both the Conner Prairie Interactive History Park 
and the Cool Creek Park Nature Center became part of 
the Bicentennial Nature Center Network. Through the 
Bicentennial Nature Trust, Hamilton County Parks and 
Recreation purchased a 20-acre wooded parcel with a pond 
that was documented as the county’s first park. Washington 
Township Parks & Recreation Department purchased 
and restored 38 acres surrounded by the existing 41-acre 
MacGregor Park, donated in 1999 by the family of Shelia 
Beals MacGregor. The Hamilton County Department of 
Parks and Recreation acquired a 60-acre property bordering 
Strawtown Koteewi Park: a mix of forest, wetland and farm 
fields targeted for prairie restoration. 

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay on Oct. 13, 
2016, started its trip at University High school, then 
traveled through Carmel to the Monon Trail. It stopped 
at the Carmel Center for the Performing Arts, one of five 
“celebration stations,” where the orchestra and cast of “The 
Nutcracker” performed. The Union Bible College lawn in 
Westfield was the site of the second celebration. The torch 

then headed to Fishers and Conner Prairie Interpretive 
History Park, where the torch rode in the park’s hot-air 
balloon. At Fishers Town Hall, the torch arrived in a 
motorcycle side car to a throng of spectators. Its final stop 
was the Hamilton County Courthouse in Noblesville, where 
another large crowd had gathered.

Buckner said she was moved by the outpouring of support 
for the family of torchbearer James Neal, who had passed 
away before the relay. “I was overwhelmed and touched 
by how many of his fellow torchbearers, most strangers to 
him, offered to stand in his spot or visit his torch hand-
off location to support his family. The entire process of 
the torch relay—reading nominations, working with the 
torchbearers, working with the community—really showed 
me that people are just wonderful,” said Buckner.

More than 150 community members served as volunteers 
for various projects. More than $100,000 was spent on 
events that included the Torch Relay and Legacy Projects. 
Events were publicized on all “Visit Hamilton County” 
social media platforms.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Hamilton County, visit indiana2016.org.

Conner Prairie Interactive History Park in Fishers became a partner in 
the statewide Bicentennial Nature Network.

Photo credit: Conner Prairie Interactive History Park
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HANCOCK COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Sarah Kesterson
County Seat: Greenfield
Year Organized: 1828
Square Miles: 306.02
Population in 2010: 70,002
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 23 – 21 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The legacy of its native son, famed Hoosier poet James 
Whitcomb Riley, received special attention during Hancock 
County’s bicentennial celebration.

Bicentennial Coordinator Sarah Kesterson said a bronze 
statue of Riley unveiled at the James Whitcomb Riley 
Boyhood Home and Museum on Greenfield’s Main Street 
will have a “lasting emphasis.” The statue, “Reading with 
Riley” by Terre Haute artist Bill Wolfe, features the poet 
seated on a bench on which visitors also can stop to rest. It 
made its debut at a community celebration on Oct. 9, 2016, 
that commemorated both the 200th birthday of Indiana 
and the 167th birthday of the poet. At the event sponsored 
by the Riley Old Home Society, a Riley reenactor read 
selections of his poetry, including his poem “Indiana,” in 
honor of the bicentennial. The commemoration took place 

in conjunction with the annual Riley Festival, held Oct. 
6-9, 2016. At the event, volunteers collected donations of 
children’s books in the James Whitcomb Riley Literacy 
Remembrance project. The Indiana State Federation of 
Poetry Clubs also held its Indiana Bicentennial Poetry Event 
at the Riley Home that weekend, presenting poetry from its 
statewide poetry project. 

Visitors to the Hancock County Herb Society’s “Indiana 
Pioneer Garden Quest” on Sept. 25, 2016, at the Riley 
Boyhood Home’s annual open house learned about the 
culinary and medicinal uses for plants and herbs, and could 
search for the blue-jay statue and garden pixies inspired by 
Riley’s poem “The Pixie People.”

Thanks to the Bicentennial Nature Trust, the Greenfield 
Parks and Recreation Department acquired an additional 
15 acres to expand the existing 60-acre Beckenholdt Family 
Park. The acquisition completed the Park’s control of a 
five-acre wetland, enabling the construction of a loop trail 
and wildlife observation decks. The Hancock Pennsy Trail 
announced plans to purchase a 10-acre former rail corridor 
to construct a new segment of the trail between Greenfield 
and Cumberland.

The New Palestine Main Street Association sponsored 
the publication of a “Pictorial Documentary of Indiana’s 
Historic National Road 2016 – Richmond to Terre Haute,” 
which featured photos depicting life along the National 
Road during Indiana’s bicentennial year. 

Hancock County’s Bison-tennial bison, “Whitcomb,” was painted by artist Deborah Smith and other volunteers.

Photo credit: Hancock County Bicentennial Committee 
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Greenfield Main Street, Inc. sponsored “Celebrate 
Indiana Chalk Fest 2016,” a community event inviting all 
to create bicentennial-themed chalk art on the Courthouse 
Plaza on July 30, 2016.

To celebrate Hancock County’s 188th birthday and the 
state’s bicentennial, the Hancock County Community 
Foundation’s youth board hosted a t-shirt design contest, 
distributed coloring sheets to elementary schools, presented 
at school-lunchroom assemblies and distributed teacher 
packets with facts about Hancock County and Indiana.

Common Threads Quilt Guild of Central Indiana 
sponsored the “Indiana Bicentennial Quilt Challenge,” 
a competition and display of bicentennial quilts at its 
“Harvest of Quilts” show in August 2016. Hancock County 
Extension Homemakers presented “You’ve Come a Long, 
Long Way,” a five-part series celebrating the historical home 
life of Indiana. 

The Hancock County Public Library hosted an Indiana 
Bicentennial Speakers Series, featuring free presentations 
on Abraham Lincoln, Indiana’s 200-year history and Native 
Americans in Indiana. 

The 100th anniversary of St. Thomas Catholic Church 
in Fortville coincided with the state’s 200th anniversary. 
The church created a pictorial history book and planned a 
celebratory event for each month in 2016. 

New Palestine Main Street Association sponsored “The 
Barns of Sugar Creek Township,” a pictorial documentary 
and narrative essay documenting the farming history of 
New Palestine and surrounding Sugar Creek Township. 

In October 2016, the Hancock County Cemetery 
Commission hosted a Community Day of Caring at 
Caldwell Cemetery, a pioneer resting place. Boy Scout 

troops, 4-H clubs and volunteers took part in the living-
history and preservation event. 

Hancock County held the distinction of being the 91st 
county to host the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay on 
Oct. 14, 2016, the 32nd day of the event. Torchbearers 
from Fortville, McCordsville, Greenfield, Cumberland and 
New Palestine traveled through Fortville, Mt. Comfort, 
New Palestine and Greenfield. Among them was Indiana 
Bicentennial Commissioner Mary McConnell, state director 
for the Indiana Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. 
The relay made stops at the Riley Boyhood Home, Riley 
Memorial Park, the Hancock County Fairgrounds, the 
Log Jail and the New Palestine History Museum before 
culminating at the 4-H Fairgrounds with the cauldron 
lighting and a community celebration. “The big county 
celebration was a special joy,” said Kesterson. The free 
event featured historical displays, children’s activities, 
information booths, entertainment and refreshments. The 
celebration and other bicentennial activities were promoted 
on the Facebook page “Hancock County Indiana State 
Bicentennial Celebration 2016.”

The Bicentennial Committee raised approximately 
$8,000, with expenses totaling the same amount. 
Information and memorabilia are archived at the Hancock 
County Historical Society, and a permanent display was 
created in the Greenfield Visitors Center. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Hancock County, visit indiana2016.org.
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HARRISON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Pamela Bennett 
Martin and Judy Hess 
County Seat: Corydon
Year Organized: 1808
Square Miles: 487
Population in 2010: 39,364
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 20 – 17 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The rich historical legacy of Indiana’s first state capital 
was a key feature of Harrison County’s bicentennial 
celebration. The 22-member Bicentennial Steering 
Committee organized “a yearlong celebration touching 
many lives in the community,” said Committee Co-chair 
Pamela Bennett Martin. The year culminated with the 
dedication of Corydon’s Bicentennial Park on Statehood 
Day, Dec. 11, 2016. The park was the result of an “18-month 
planning process that brought the community together 
to say they wanted a park in downtown Corydon,” said 
Bennett Martin. “It will be a wonderful addition to our 

downtown and have a lasting impact on all aspects of life.”
On Sept. 9, 2016, Corydon served as the kick-off site for 

the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay. Hundreds gathered 
for the festive event held on the grounds of the Old State 
Capitol Building (see p. 49). Former Indiana First Lady Judy 
O’Bannon was the first of 2,245 torchbearers to carry the 
flame. “As we go the 3,200 miles carrying this torch, we are 
going to see a good definition of what a Hoosier is,” said 
O’Bannon. 

For three weeks in June 2016, visitors to the Corydon 
Capital State Historic Site could view “Birth of a State: The 
Indiana Exhibit,” a collection of documents and artifacts 
relating to the founding of the Hoosier state including the 
original 1816 Constitution. The exhibit by the Indiana State 
Museum and Historic Sites included educational events. 
Bennett Martin said the State Constitution’s return to its 
birthplace was another highlight of the county celebration. 
“It was a wonderful celebration of our historical significance 
and it really brought our community together,” she said.

The Bicentennial Committee sponsored “Art at the Old 
Capitol,” a free, two-day celebration of the visual arts that 
featured a plein-air painting event, art market, children’s 
art installation and festival. In partnership with Main 
Street Corydon, the committee sponsored a new festival, 

The cast of Hayswood Theatre’s original play, “Crossroads: A Play for the Indiana Bicentennial,” by EllaRose Chary. Commissioned by the Corydon 
Bicentennial Committee, the production was presented in Corydon in June 2016. 

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Corydon Capital Days, in July 2016. The two-day event on 
the town’s historic square included period demonstrations 
and reenactors in historic attire, side shows, a chuck wagon 
and other period entertainment. The event concluded on 
Sunday with a community-wide church service and picnic.

The 40th annual Lanesville Heritage Weekend, one of the 
largest three-day festivals in the state, dedicated its parade 
to the bicentennial in 2016. Floats were encouraged to 
follow the theme of “Celebrating Indiana’s 200th Birthday.”

The Bicentennial Committee also sponsored a 
Commemorative Petition for Statehood to acknowledge 
the 60,000 settlers living in the Indiana Territory 
at the time of the 1815 census conducted by Dennis 
Pennington. All Indiana residents were encouraged to 
sign the commemorative document. The descendants of 
Dennis Pennington gathered in Corydon for the family’s 
50th reunion in 2016. The Bicentennial Committee 
awarded Commemorative Certificates to Pennington 
family members, as well as to descendants of the 42 other 
constitutional delegates.

More than 2,000 visitors viewed the Harrison History 
Exhibit in the Historic William Henry Harrison Log Cabin, 
one of the nine remaining buildings in Corydon from 
the Capital Period, 1816-1825. The Historical Society of 
Harrison County and the Harrison County Public Library 
showcased hundreds of Harrison County artifacts.

The Historical Society of Harrison County published the 
booklet “Historic Corydon, Indiana from A-Z,” featuring 
26 historically significant sites. Through support of the 
Harrison County Bicentennial Committee, the booklet was 
distributed to every fourth-grade student and teacher of 
Indiana history in Harrison County. The Historical Society 
also published “Down in Old Corydon,” a 64-page booklet 
about significant events that occurred in the town between 
1816 and 1825. 

Articles highlighting a variety of topics culled from 
Harrison County’s rich history were published monthly 
from 2013-2016 in The Corydon Democrat newspaper. 

Historical Society President Karen Schwartz wrote the 
columns at the request of the newspaper’s publisher, former 
Indiana First Lady Judy O’Bannon. The articles are  
being bound into a booklet to be published by the  
Historical Society. 

More than 50 young members of the Blue River All Stars 
4-H Club created and performed the skit “Just Come to 
Indiana” for Indiana’s bicentennial. Set to the tune of “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas,” it highlighted famous Hoosiers, 
important products, Indiana traditions and more. The 
troupe performed the skit for thousands of people during 
2016, including Gov. Mike Pence and Lt. Gov. Eric Holcomb. 

The Hayswood Theatre Group, Inc. sponsored a 
playwriting contest and theatrical production for the 
bicentennial. The winning play was presented during 
bicentennial events in Corydon. 

Two Bicentennial Nature Trust projects helped to 
preserve historic sites in the county. Harrison County Parks 
acquired 118 acres along the Ohio River, the former site 
of the town of Morvin that served as a ferry landing until 
1966. Along with its historical significance, the area also 
contains several diverse habitat areas as well as threatened 
and endangered plant species. The DNR Division of 
Forestry purchased 73.4 acres of upland forest land 
downstream of the historic Rothrock Mill site that includes 
a long bluff overlooking the scenic Blue River. 

Memories of the Harrison County bicentennial events 
and activities will be kept alive in a time capsule buried in 
Bicentennial Park to be opened in 2066, as well as in the 

Harrison County Discovery Center and the Public 
Library. More than 150 volunteers assisted with the 
celebrations, which attracted more than 10,000 people. The 
committee raised and spent an estimated $400,000. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Harrison County, visit indiana2016.org.
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HENDRICKS  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Josh Duke
County Seat: Danville
Year Organized: 1823
Square Miles: 406.91
Population in 2010: 145,880
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 41 – 40 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“Hendricks County’s projects varied from signature 
events to initiatives that will extend well beyond this 
generation, including a county time capsule and even 
an educational project to restore an old log cabin in 
Brownsburg,” said County Coordinator Josh Duke, who led 
a 34-member Bicentennial Committee.

Duke cited the Jack Willard Community Park in 
downtown Danville, a tribute to town firefighters, as “a 
great example of what this bicentennial celebration was 
supposed to be about.” The project was a collaboration of 
the Danville Rotary Club, the town of Danville, the Fire and 
Parks Departments and community members, who quickly 
raised more than $100,000 to make it a reality. 

The town of Avon commissioned a 12-by-14-foot 
metal sculpture of the number 200 to celebrate both the 
state’s bicentennial and the town’s 20th anniversary. The 
sculpture, which honors famed Hoosier artist Robert 
Indiana, was placed in Town Hall Park. 

Avon set a goal of planting 200 trees in the community 
to celebrate the bicentennial year, planting trees in public 
parks and along roadways and encouraging residents to 
do the same. Residents who planted a tree in their yard 
were recognized as a “Friend of Avon’s Urban Forest.” The 
town celebrated the bicentennial in the parade held during 
its 2016 Community Heritage Festival, which carried the 
theme “Indiana History.” 

The Avon-Washington Township Public Library’s 
“Indiana Bicentennial Symbols and Emblems” project 
combined programs, events and displays to help patrons 
learn about state symbols. Displays were preserved on the 
library’s website.

The Wa-Pe-Ke-Way Chapter of the National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution sold souvenir 
bicentennial pins. The organization also spearheaded 
the presentation of the National Society DAR Historic 
Preservation Award to the restored Hendricks County 
Courthouse in Danville, which was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2002.

Leadership Hendricks County produced “The 
Bicentennial History of Hendricks County, Indiana,” a 
15-minute video summarizing nearly 200 years of county 
history. The video was posted on the Leadership Hendricks 
County YouTube site, incorporated into its curriculum and 
distributed to school districts.

Volunteers from Brownsburg’s Scrapbasket Quilt Guild 
created “A Walk Across Indiana,” a “slice” quilt of Indiana 
history. The 15-by-30-inch “slices” were combined to form a 
larger quilt in celebration of Indiana’s 200th birthday.

The Bicentennial Trail in Hendricks County was made 

The Goss-Reitzel pine barn in Clayton, built about 1910, was honored 
with a Bicentennial Barn award.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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possible through the Bicentennial Nature Trust. The 
one-mile segment connects the Avon and Brownsburg 
trails, which merge with the B&O Trail. The B&O Trail 
Association also pursued the extension of the trail, 
constructing a trailhead in Brownsburg and a bridge over 
White Lick Creek.

The Brownsburg Educational Foundation restored a log 
cabin on school property to replicate a house from the 
mid-1800s, where student groups participate in role-playing 
stations to learn about the lives of pioneer families. 

Cascade Middle School students created a digital archive 
of a collection of Civil War letters. The students scanned 
and transcribed the documents and researched the people 
and places referenced in the letters. 

Students at White Lick Elementary School created wagon 
“floats” for a school parade that accompanied a fifth-grade 
musical performance about the history and culture of 
Indiana. The K-Kids Club at Danville South Elementary 
School created an Indiana Bicentennial Book Nook in the 
school library, stocking it with books relating to the state 
and its history. 

The Belleville Lodge #65 F & AM published “Cartersburg, 
Then and Now,” a book highlighting the history of this 
small community south of Danville. 

First Baptist Church of Amo’s “150 Years in Ministry 
Celebration” included a history walk with stops at 
the Vandalia Trail and the town’s interurban station, 
community building, school, fire department, police 
department and the last bank robbed by John Dillinger and 
his gang (now the town post office). 

The Hendricks County Gala for the Arts celebrated 
200 years of Indiana and county art and history. The 
evening included a dinner, entertainment and historical 
presentations and displays by community  
arts organizations. 

The Hendricks County Community Foundation 
sponsored “Get Involved,” an interactive nonprofit 
showcase for community members seeking volunteer and 
board participation opportunities. The event included 
signage with information about the 200-year history of 
philanthropy in Indiana.

The National Alpaca Farm Day Open House provided the 
opportunity for visitors to learn more about the animals at 
a historic 19th-century farm established by James Brown, 
after whom the town of Brownsburg is named. 

Several Hendricks County festivals earned Legacy 
Project endorsements, including the Brownsburg Chamber 
of Commerce’s 38th annual Festival of the Arts, which 
featured more than 150 artisans and craft exhibitors 
from throughout the Midwest. The Plainfield Chamber 
of Commerce sponsored the inaugural “Play’nfield in the 
Park,” performing arts festival, where Indiana bicentennial 
logos were displayed throughout the event grounds.

Several community organizations sponsored events and 
activities in conjunction with the Indiana Bicentennial 
Torch Relay’s trip through Hendricks County on  
Sept. 23, 2016. 

The Brownsburg Public Library hosted a “Bicentennial 
Birthday Bash,” a month-long celebration that included the 
Indiana Historical Society’s “Who is a Hoosier” exhibit, 
displays by the Hendricks County Historical Society, a 
scavenger hunt and book discussions featuring Indiana 
authors. State trees and flowers were planted on library 
grounds to complete the bicentennial theme.

The Hendricks County Arts Council sponsored a poster 
contest, inviting county residents to submit original works 
of art representing the Torch Relay. The winner, John 
Johansson, received a $250 cash prize and a commemorative 
bicentennial medal for his depiction of the state torch and 
stars. The art was printed on posters displayed throughout 
the county.

Day 13 of the Torch Relay began with a ceremony at 
Brownsburg’s Lucas Oil Raceway, during which the torch 
took off down the drag strip in a Morgan Lucas Racing Top 
Fuel dragster. Torchbearers then carried it along county 
roads and US 36 to Avon Town Hall, where a large crowd 
had gathered. The Mayberry Café’s deputy car carried 
it to Danville Town Hall. The torch then made its way 
around the packed courthouse square before stopping for 
a ceremony. Fourth-graders read a proclamation declaring 
Bicentennial Torch Relay Day in Hendricks County. The 
crowd learned about the 100-year Legacy Time Capsule 
project sponsored by Hendricks Regional Health. The time 
capsule, later placed in the Hendricks County Government 
Center, holds items donated by residents and organizations, 
including bicentennial memorabilia. The torch then made 
its way through Clayton and Bellville to Plainfield, where it 
traveled along park trails before a hand-off at the Morgan 
County line.

More than 100 volunteers assisted with bicentennial 
events, which were promoted on the Facebook page 
“Indiana Bicentennial Hendricks County” and the Visit 
Hendricks County website. The committee raised and spent 
approximately $15,000. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Hendricks County, visit indiana2016.org.

Students from White Oak Elementary School at the 200 sculpture in 
Avon’s Town Hall Park.

Photo credit: Hendricks County Bicentennial Committee
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HENRY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Missy Modesitt
County Seat: New Castle
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 391.90
Population in 2010: 49,472
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6 – 5 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Bicentennial Coordinator Missy Modesitt said Henry 
County’s participation in the Indiana Bicentennial Torch 
Relay on Sept. 25, 2016, “brought together our entire 
county. It unified our county in many ways. Seeing the 
smiles on the faces of our torchbearers as they carried the 
torch will forever be in my memory.”

She added that “Henry,” the county’s Bison-tennial 
bison, was a popular addition to his namesake county’s 
bicentennial celebration.

The bicentennial was front and center in New Castle 
on Memorial Day 2016. The day’s events began on the 
historic courthouse lawn with a ceremony to salute local 
veterans. Following the ceremony, a parade featuring 
more than 100 units wound through the city, ending near 
Baker Park, where the Henry County New Castle Chamber 
of Commerce held its fourth community festival in 
conjunction with the Little League Opening  
Day celebration. 

The Henry County Cemetery Commission sponsored a 
Bicentennial Legacy Project to restore approximately 30 of 
the county’s 160 pioneer cemeteries. The effort culminated 
on Sept. 19, 2016 with the Henry County Day of Caring, 
when volunteers cleaned up the historic graveyards.

The Wilbur Wright Birthplace and Museum Society led 
an effort to replace signs on I-70 near the famed aviator’s 
birthplace with new Indiana Department of Transportation 
signs directing visitors to the museum.

The New Castle-Henry County Public Library celebrated 
the centennial of its Carnegie Library in 2016. On Jan. 
17, 2016, it hosted a kick-off reception featuring speaker 
Indiana State Librarian Jacob Speer and a concert. The 
library also hosted Henry County Heritage Day on Aug. 20, 
2016, a free festival celebrating its centennial and the state’s 
bicentennial. Activities included craft demonstrations, a car 
show, live entertainment and works by local artisans.

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust project, the Red-tail Land 
Conservancy purchased 104 acres as an addition to the 
Smith-Crisler state-dedicated Nature Preserve. 

Twenty-one Henry County torchbearers took part in Day 
15 of the Bicentennial Torch Relay. “Watching the crowds as 
they waited for the torchbearer to pass by was very special. 
There was a sense of pride and anticipation that we don’t 
often get to see,” said Modesitt.

The Bicentennial Committee hosted an ice cream social 
in Knightstown as the torch was ignited. It took off down 

U.S. 40 in a 1930 Chrysler convertible. Other transport 
included a 1966 Chrysler 300, an antique jeep and bicycle, a 
vintage Maxwell and a Knights of Pythias float. 

The torch passed through Dunreith and Spiceland before 
arriving in the county seat of New Castle. Community 
members gathered in the New Castle Fieldhouse—the 
largest high-school gym in the world—to see the flame 
enter as the pep band and cheerleaders performed.

On the courthouse square, Mayor Greg York proclaimed 
Sept. 25, 2016, as “Indiana Bicentennial Day” in New Castle. 
At the Memorial Park Saddle Club, the torch flame lit a 
community bonfire as the finale of its trip through  
the county.

Memorabilia is housed at the New Castle-Henry County 
Public Library and the Henry County Historical Society. 
Events were promoted on the “Henry County Indiana 2016” 
Facebook page. The committee raised $2,000 and spent 
$1,000. Fifty volunteers assisted with festivities.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Henry County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Art Association of Henry County decorated “Henry,” the county’s 
Bison-tennial bison, which rode in the New Castle Memorial  
Day Parade.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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HOWARD COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Charlie Sparks and 
Sherry Matlock
County Seat: Kokomo
Year Organized: 1844
Square Miles: 293.06
Population in 2010: 82,771
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 9 – 7 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“The highlight of celebrating Indiana’s bicentennial 
was our county’s participation in the Torch Relay,” said 
Bicentennial Coordinator Charlie Sparks. “It was an 
unforgettable day and experience.”

About 1,500 people and 100 volunteers were on hand 
for the festivities on Day 24 of the relay, Oct. 5, 2016. The 
torch started its journey in a Kokomo-built 1923 Haynes 
automobile. The relay ended with a closing ceremony at 
which the 22 torchbearers were presented with medals. A 
community celebration on the Courthouse Square featured 
live music, children’s activities, a chicken-and-noodle 
dinner and the Bicentennial Experience traveling exhibit. 
The Grand Indiana Bicentennial Motor Muster in nearby 
Jackson-Morrow Park featured 50 rare cars, including the 
Kokomo-built 1915 Apperson Jackrabbit. 

The Bicentennial Muster was the culmination of The 
Kokomo Automotive Museum’s show “Kokomo Salutes 
Indiana’s Automotive Heritage, 1894-1964.” This Legacy 
Project and community celebration included members 
of the Classic Car Club of America, Stutz Club and the 
Marmon Automobile Club. More than 200 collectors from 
19 states participated in four shows over the weekend of 
Sept. 10-11, 2016. Indiana-built makes included Apperson, 
Auburn, Cole, Cord, Haynes, Marmon, Studebaker  
and Stutz. 

In addition, the Kokomo Automotive Heritage Museum 
showcased Indiana automobiles made in the late teens and 
early 1920s as part of the three-city exhibit “Hoosier Made: 
World Driven” that celebrated the heyday of Indiana’s  
auto industry. 

The Kokomo-Howard County Public Library invited 
current and former Howard County residents to create 
an interactive community map with memories and 
recollections of the history of Howard County. The 
project spanned several library locations and incorporated 
social media to encourage participation. Meanwhile, the 
Greentown Public Library presented a free, public talk 
by Hoosier author Philip Gulley in November 2016 that 
celebrated “everything Hoosier.” 

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust Legacy Project, the city 
of Kokomo purchased four acres of former rail corridor to 
extend the city’s Industrial Heritage Trail by eight-tenths 
of a mile. It also purchased 11 acres of former rail corridor 
that extended the city’s network of recreational trails by  
2.5 miles. 

Kokomo Civic Theatre, in conjunction with the Kokomo 
Symphony Orchestra and members of the Kokomo Park 
Band, presented Indiana native Cole Porter’s “Kiss Me Kate” 
at the Arts Pavilion in the city’s Foster Park.

The 125-year-old Kokomo Opalescent Glass company 
created a colored glass piece in commemoration of the 
bicentennial that hangs in the entryway of Ivy Tech 
Community College in Kokomo. 

The Howard-Miami Heritage Society dedicated 
Waupecong’s Lost Cemetery on Oct. 15, 2016, celebrating 
the lives of the first settlers who came to the area in  
the 1840s.

Memorabilia is preserved at the Greater Kokomo 
Economic Development Alliance in Kokomo.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Howard County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Grand Indiana Bicentennial Motor Muster in 
Kokomo featured 50 rare antique cars, including 
many made in Indiana.
Photo credit: Howard County Bicentennial Committee
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HUNTINGTON 
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinators: Angie Garcia and 
Steve Kimmel 
County Seat: Huntington
Year Organized: 1832
Square Miles: 382.65
Population in 2010: 37,093
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 10 – 8 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“Engaging the community and bringing a diverse group of 
people together to help celebrate Indiana” were important 
accomplishments of Huntington County’s bicentennial 
celebrations, said County Coordinator Angie Garcia. “We 
hope people learned something new about the state  
of Indiana.” 

Art teachers in Huntington County schools worked with 
nearly 500 fourth-grade students to create seven large 
murals in the shape of Indiana in the “We Had a Hand 
in the Bicentennial” project (see pg. 37). The completed 
murals were unveiled on Sept. 30, 2016, during the county’s 
Bicentennial Torch Relay celebration. It was “a learning 
experience that helped open the door to Indiana history, 
our state flag, and bringing the community together,”  
said Garcia.

About 800 people attended the Huntington County 
Historical Society’s 2016 speaker series. “We brought 
four quality programs on Indiana heritage [and] shared 
history in a very entertaining manner,” said Legacy Project 
Coordinator Gib Young. Friends of the Andrews-Dallas 
Township Public Library sponsored “Hoosier History 
Happenings,” a six-part lecture series featuring first-person 
narratives, reenactors and local historians.

Both the Andrews-Dallas Township Public Library and 
the Huntington City-Township Public Library sponsored 
Legacy Projects encouraging readers to commemorate 
the bicentennial by reading 200 books or reading for 200 
hours in 2016. Andrews-Dallas Legacy Project Coordinator 
Laura Whiteleather reported that 38 people ages 7 to 85 
participated in its reading program, with 24 reaching 
the goal and receiving an Indiana-shaped limestone 
memento crafted by Half Moon Limestone in Bedford. The 
Huntington County Library sponsored a sugar cream pie 
contest as part of its own reading contest, awarding prizes 
in three age categories. 

The Children’s Choirs of Huntington County, in 
collaboration with Huntington University, hosted “On the 
Banks of the Wabash and Beyond.” The daylong event was 
open to the county’s public, parochial and community 
choirs and culminated in two public performances.

Through the Bicentennial Nature Trust, ACRES Land 
Trust acquired 108 acres in Huntington County that include 

pristine areas of hardwood forest. “Many of the trees likely 
predate settlement and have little evidence of human 
disturbance in the last century,” said Bicentennial Nature 
Trust Program Director Mark Becker. The Department of 
Natural Resources Division of State Parks and Reservoirs 
purchased 73 acres in the southeast area of Salamonie Lake. 
The site, known as the Priddy Tract, provides convenient 
access to the lake as well as recreational opportunities.

Twenty torchbearers carried the torch through Huntington 
County on Sept. 30, 2016, Day 20 of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Torch Relay. Morning rain didn’t stop a crowd of about 800 
who turned out for the lighting ceremony in downtown 
Roanoke and at other relay locations. Local elementary school 
students sang “This Land is Your Land” as the torch began 
its journey. It passed through Hier’s Park in Huntington—the 
site of another public celebration—then traveled along  
U.S. 224. 

“The community came together to focus on making it 
a great celebration,” said Garcia. “Various organizations, 
people of all ages, city and county departments worked 
together, and torchbearers of all ages were recognized 
for their efforts in our community.” The Bicentennial 
Committee included 12 people; 106 served as volunteers for 
the event. Approximately $5,200 was raised and spent.

A shadow box of memorabilia, along with the 
commemorative torch, was displayed at the Huntington 
County Chamber of Commerce, and a large electric torch 
was on display at the county courthouse. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Huntington County, visit indiana2016.org.

More than 500 Huntington County fourth-graders created Indiana 
murals in the “We Had a Hand in the Bicentennial” Legacy Project. 
The murals were displayed in the County Courthouse.

Photo credit: We Had a Hand in the Bicentennial
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JACKSON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Arann Banks
County Seat: Brownstown
Year Organized: 1816
Square Miles: 509.31
Population in 2010: 42,376
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11

Jackson County, founded the same year as Indiana, 
celebrated its own bicentennial in 2016. The anniversary 
was marked by the creation of “Moments in Time,” a 
timeline highlighting important events and people in the 
county’s 200-year history. Leadership Jackson County and 
the Jackson County Bicentennial Planning Committee 
sponsored the installation at the Jackson County History 
Center. Digital copies of the timeline were made available at 
county libraries, at schools and on websites. 

Another anniversary celebration took place in 2016 
in Jackson County: the 50th birthday of the 7,000-acre 
Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge. To mark the 
occasion the Muscatatuck Wildlife Society sponsored 
special events including bird sits, bird counts, bird walks, 
preschool craft times, a Migratory Bird Festival, public 
lands days, fishing activities for children, a Log Cabin Day 
and photo contests.

On June 11, 2016, the Crothersville Red White & Blue 
Festival hosted a “Celebrate Indiana 200” balloon launch in 
honor of the state’s bicentennial. 

Southern Indiana Center for the Arts presented the 
Jackson County Bicentennial Art Contest, open to all 
school-aged children in the county. The children were asked 
to create a work of art showing historical sites in Jackson 
County. They also were encouraged to include a message 
explaining what they had learned or observed about their 
home county.

The Jackson County Visitor Center created the Jackson 
County Bicentennial Passport to encourage attendance at 
the nine county festivals held in 2016. Participants were 
invited to have their passport stamped at the Bicentennial 
Committee booth at each festival for the opportunity to win 
prizes.

Several Art in the Park Legacy Projects took place in 
2016. The Jackson County Community Theatre held its 
annual summer children’s workshop at the Starve Hollow 
SRA State Forest. Sponsored by the Southern Indiana 
Center for the Arts, the project’s aim was to develop both 
stage performance skills and environmental awareness. On 
the year’s longest day, June 21, photographer Steve Polston 
led a program teaching how to capture nature in photos 
by using unique processes such as cyanotype, contact 
processes and pinhole cameras. 

The Jackson County Fair Association encouraged fair 
exhibitors to include the bicentennial theme in their 
exhibits in 2016, presenting bicentennial participation 
ribbons to those who did.

The Jackson County Antique Farm Machinery Display 
in May 2016 showcased the ingenuity and hard work of 
early Indiana farmers. The community event at the Jackson 
County Fairgrounds in Brownstown was sponsored by 
area merchants and farmers and managed by the Jackson 
County Antique Machinery Association. It included 
demonstrations of antique machinery along with vintage 
equipment displays, games, a flea market, live music and a 
vintage car show. 

Leadership Jackson County sponsored the Pre-K Early 
Literacy Adventure Book as part of a program to promote 
early literacy and school readiness. The book, which 
highlights places and events in Jackson County, was 
incorporated into the READ Jackson County program.

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay passed through 
every school in Jackson County on Sept. 14, 2016, Day 6 
of its journey. “I want the kids to remember this,” County 
Bicentennial Coordinator Arann Banks said of the route, 
designed to focus on children. 

Thousands of children gathered on the square in 
Brownstown chanting “light the torch” as the flame was lit. 
The torch then made its way on U.S. 50 to Seymour Jackson 
Elementary School, where thousands of children cheered. 
Students also gathered at Geyser Park and Emmanuel 
Lutheran. In downtown Seymour, the students at Emerson 
School waved foam torches, and the entire student body of 
Seymour High School was on the school grounds to cheer 
as torchbearers passed by. Heading back to Brownstown in 
police cars, torchbearers saw the students of Brownstown 
Middle School, all wearing bicentennial t-shirts. In the 
town of Vallonia, schoolchildren serenaded their teacher 
with “You Are My Sunshine” as she carried the torch. It 
passed out of the county on a tractor through the Medora 
Covered Bridge. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Jackson County, visit indiana2016.org.

Jackson County boasted five Bison-tennial bison. The Brownstown 
bison, on the left, was painted by Brownstown Elementary School art 
teacher Rob Reynolds, with scene suggestions from his fourth-grade 
students.

Photo credit: Jackson County Visitor Center
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JASPER COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Karen Wilson
County Seat: Rensselaer
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 559.63
Population in 2010: 33,499
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11 - 9 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The Jasper County Bicentennial Committee spearheaded 
the creation of Jasper County’s bison statue, which took 
second-place honors in the Indiana State Fair Bison-tennial 
Herd People’s Choice competition in August 2016. Five local 
artists painted the statue with scenes of Jasper County and 
the Indiana flag’s torch and stars.

Bicentennial Coordinator Karen Wilson saluted the 
community’s “participation and willingness to be involved” 
in bicentennial events and activities. 

Three annual county festivals were designated as 
endorsed Legacy Projects. The three-day Little Cousin 
Jasper Festival in Rensselaer included a parade, 5K run, fish 
fry, beef-and-noodle dinner and teen dance. The Remington 
Water Tower Festival celebrated the historic Remington 
Water Tower, which is on the Indiana Register of Historic 
Sites and National Register of Historic Places. The festival 
featured information about the tower’s history, as well 
as a children’s coloring contest, a parade, entertainment, 
dinners and more. The DeMotte Touch of Dutch Festival 
highlighted both the county’s Dutch traditions and the 
history of the Kankakee Valley area. Parade floats depicted 
historical events associated with the early settlements in 
DeMotte and Jasper County.

The 121st season of the Fountain Park Chautauqua 
in Remington, one of only three original remaining 
chautauquas in the nation, also was endorsed as a Legacy 
Project. The two-week summer event at Fountain Park 
attracts visitors from throughout the country. 

The Jasper County Public Library and CDC Resources 
created a Legacy Project called “Snapping, Mapping and 
Rapping in Jasper County,” designed to teach people with 
disabilities the fundamentals of photography. CDC clients 
took photographs throughout Jasper County and displayed 
their work in a library photo exhibit in December 2016. 
They also created a Jasper County rap, which expressed 
in rhyme the features of Jasper County as expressed by 
participants. Legacy Project Coordinator Patty Stringfellow 
said a highlight was “seeing the absolute joy on the faces 
of CDC clients as they presented their chant and observed 
their photographs on display in the library.”

The Bicentennial Nature Trust made possible two 
conservation projects in Jasper County. NICHES Land 
Trust purchased two parcels totaling 85 acres that 
include pin oak flatwoods and tillable land suitable for 
wetlands restoration. The Indiana Department of Natural 

Resources Division of Nature Preserves purchased 160 
acres that enabled the connection of separated tracts in the 
Stoutsburg Savanna Nature Preserve. The land features 
former prairies and rolling sand dunes covered with black 
oak.

Jasper County’s leg of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch 
Relay started in DeMotte on Oct. 11, 2016—Day 29 of the 
relay. The town’s streets were lined with the students from 
DeMotte and Wheatfield Elementary Schools and members 
of the Kankakee Valley High School Drum Line. The 
students waved hand-made torches, flags and signs as they 
cheered for torchbearer Gerrit DeVries, who carried the 
torch wearing wooden shoes. The streets of Rensselaer also 
were filled with schoolchildren. The torch made its way to 
the county courthouse, where a student choir serenaded the 
crowd with “Back Home Again in Indiana.” The final stop 
was the campus of Saint Joseph’s College, where a student a 
cappella group performed as the torch rounded a fountain.

More than 30 volunteers assisted with the events, which 
attracted approximately 2,500 people. An estimated $3,000 
was spent. The relay torch, along with the Jasper County 
bison statue, are displayed in the county courthouse.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Jasper County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Remington Water Tower Festival celebrated the town’s historic 
landmark.

Photo credit: Jasper County Bicentennial Committee 
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JAY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Gyneth Augsburger, 
Sandy Bubp and Randy Geesaman
County Seat: Portland
Year Organized: 1836
Square Miles: 383.91
Population in 2010: 21,178
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 13 – 12 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“Jay County knows how to celebrate,” proclaimed an 
editorial in the Portland Commercial Review following the 
county’s Bicentennial Torch Relay celebration at the county 
fairgrounds on Sept. 27, 2016. The event included a free hog 
roast, a performance by the Jay County Community Band, 
torchbearer recognition and a firework display coordinated 
by Vicki Tague that were enjoyed by more than 1,500 
county residents. 

During the relay, hundreds of spectators gathered in 
Portland, where huge state and American flags hung from 
firetrucks, with more lining U.S. 27 as the relay continued. 
A parade led to the county fairgrounds, with the East Jay, 
West Jay and Jay County high school bands all participating: 
a first in the schools’ histories.

Cindy Denney, a Special Olympics volunteer and the first 
of 20 county torchbearers, told a reporter, “Oh my God, it 
was overwhelming. I could not believe all the support from 
our community. It brought tears to my eyes. I was just so 
happy … It was amazing.” 

Bicentennial Co-coordinator Randy Geesaman said the 
state’s 200th birthday offered the opportunity to “remind 
our residents about our rich heritage in Jay County.” He 
added that there was a strong spirit of cooperation among 
those who created Legacy Projects.

The Hoosier Heritage Farms Legacy Project celebrated 
the agricultural heritage of Jay County families with farms 
more than 100 years old. The committee created a map 
with histories of the farms that was displayed at the Jay 
County Fair and other locations before being donated to the 
Jay County Historical Society.

The county’s 14th Annual Heritage Festival carried 
the theme, “Happy 200th Birthday, Indiana.” The event, 
which took place the weekend of Oct. 1 and 2, 2016 at 
the Jay County Historical Museum in Portland, featured 
demonstrations along with old-time games, crafts and 
music that highlighted the county’s history and heritage.

The Jay County Historical Society created a 2016 Legacy 
Calendar featuring photos and facts about the county’s 
history, and the Bicentennial Committee created a bronze 
medallion bearing the Jay County logo and the Indiana state 
flag. The Mississinewa Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution placed a memorial historical plaque at 
Old Portland Burying Ground, which dates to the 1840s. 

The city of Dunkirk offered bicentennial bracelets and 

key rings with Indiana-themed charms. Known as the Glass 
Capital of Indiana, the city also created a self-guided tour of 
historic sites that included the site of the first gas well and 
Ardaugh, believed to be the oldest glass container plant in 
the U.S. still in operation in 2016. The city also researched 
and documented the names of mayors and clerk-treasurers 
who held office before 1940. 

Through the Bicentennial Nature Trust, the Department 
of Natural Resources Division of Nature Preserves 
purchased 39 acres of upland oak woodland that formerly 
was part of the Limberlost Swamp. The land contains 
a pioneer cemetery and is home to native Indiana 
wildflowers. The Friends of the Limberlost organization 
created the White Oak Nature Preserve Legacy Project to 
protect this land and to create trails, parking and historical 
signage.

The Jay County Visitor and Tourism Bureau sponsored 
two quilt projects. The Jay County Legacy Quilt recognized 
local businesses, with each quilt block featuring a 
participating business. Fourth-graders were encouraged to 
participate in making a paper quilt, with students creating 
quilt block of their own designs.

The Jay County Bicentennial Committee raised $26,000 
from community contributions and the sale of bicentennial 
memorabilia, and spent $24,000. The group decided to use 
the remaining funds to keep the memory of 2016 alive by 
planting a tulip tree at the county courthouse and each of 
the county’s schools. 

Memorabilia is archived at Jay County Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Jay County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Antique Tractor Ride, sponsored by the Jay County Visitor and 
Tourism Bureau, took participants on a journey along scenic country 
roads.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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JEFFERSON  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Linda Lytle
County Seat: Madison
Year Organized: 1810
Square Miles: 360.63
Population in 2010: 32,425
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 13 – 8 Legacy,  
5 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Jefferson County predates the state’s founding, and in 
2016 the county celebrated its special place in Indiana 
history.

As part of an ongoing effort to bring Indiana history 
to life for students, Madison STEAMpower was created. 
Elementary and high school teachers were invited to take 
part in a half-day of professional development in 2016 that 
included a trolley ride to the city’s museums and historic 
sites. Madison STEAMpower is a collaborative effort of 
The Cornerstone Society, Madison Consolidated Schools 
and other non-profit organizations to bring history and 
resources to educators in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math. 

Also in Madison, the Walnut St. Initiative created 
Georgetown Memorial Park to honor the city’s 
Underground Railroad conductors who helped to lead slaves 
across the Ohio River to freedom. The park includes a bust 
of Conductor George De Baptiste by Louisville sculptor Ed 
Hamilton, markers and a large mural.

The annual Madison Chautauqua Festival of Art & Craft 
featured a special “Bicentennial Demonstration Village,” 
where reenactors demonstrated the various ways in which 
pioneer artists and craftsmen created their wares.

The book “Cradle of Hoosier Heritage: Anecdotes of 
Madison People, Places & Events, From Territorial Times 
Through the American Civil War” by author Wayne 
Sanford was made exclusively available at the Lanier 
Mansion Gift Shop in 2016.

Madison Community Players created and presented a 
one-act play commemorating Susan B. Anthony’s visit to 
Madison on Oct. 10, 1879. On that date, Anthony gave 
her famous speech “Bread Not the Ballot” in the city’s 
Oddfellows’ Hall.

Two special Art in the Park programs took place in Clifty 
Falls State Park. Artist and writer Tamara Dubin Brown 
painted in the park, one of six state parks in which she 
worked in 2016. Jewelry maker Lisa Walsh interpreted the 
topography of the park in wearable art and presented a 
demonstration of her processes and techniques.

Jefferson County was the beneficiary of five Bicentennial 
Nature Trust projects. The Department of Natural 
Resources State and Park and Reservoirs Division acquired 
a 10.36-acre lot next to the western park boundary of Clifty 

Falls State Park, providing a buffer for the Clifty Canyon 
Nature Preserve and protecting the canyon viewshed. 
DNR’s Division of Fish and Wildlife acquired two parcels of 
upland forested wildlife habitat totaling 137 acres, additions 
to Splinter Ridge Fish and Wildlife Area. Heritage Trail 
Conservancy purchased a 4.94-acre lot fronting the Ohio 
River in Madison that enabled the expansion of a public 
park at the entrance of the Heritage Trail. The Nature 
Conservancy acquired 43 acres that feature forestland and 
steep cliffs along Big Creek as an addition to the Pennywort 
Cliffs Conservation Area. 

On Sept. 16, 2016, the final leg of Day 7 of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay took place in Jefferson County. 
“The Torch Relay was the highlight of our celebration,” said 
County Bicentennial Coordinator Linda Lytle. A unique 
feature of the trek was its 10-mile ride into Madison in a 
1912 railroad business car pulled by the last locomotive 
used in the Space Shuttle Program at Kennedy Space 
Center. The City of Madison Port Authority and Madison 
Railroad dedicated the business car during the relay, 
officially renaming it “Legacy.” The event marked 180 years 
to the day that construction on Indiana’s first operating 
railroad began in North Madison.

The torch then was carried along the Ohio River on foot 
and aboard a fire truck. It hopped on a vintage hydroplane 
for a quick ride in the river before making its way on 
horseback to Madison City Hall for the closing ceremonies, 
attended by about 800 people. 

The Bicentennial Committee was assisted by 45 
volunteers. An estimated $1,000 was spent on the 
celebration. Memorabilia are stored at the Jefferson County 
Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Jefferson County, visit indiana2016.org.

Bicentennial Torch Relay torchbearers rode for 10 miles on this 1912 
railroad business car, renamed “Legacy” in honor of the bicentennial. 

Photo credit: Samantha Brammer, Ball State University
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JENNINGS COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Kathy Ertel, Mary 
Fox and Larry Wasson
County Seat: Vernon
Year Organized: 1817
Square Miles: 376.58
Population in 2010: 28,464
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 9

Jennings County celebrated the state’s bicentennial 
in 2016, as well as its own 200th birthday in January 
2017. Bicentennial Co-chair Kathy Ertel said key 
accomplishments of the 15-member committee were events 
that provided opportunities for Jennings County residents 
to recognize their history and that were made possible by 
more than 100 volunteers.

The county’s Bison-tennial bison statue was named 
“Jonathan Jennings” after Indiana’s first governor, the 
county’s namesake. Jennings County High School art 
students decorated Jonathan with iconic county sites: 
the James Covered Bridge, the Crosley Green Bridge, the 
Vernon railroad arch and the Muscatatuck River. The 
bison traveled to the North Vernon Homecoming Parade, 
the Vernon Strawberry Festival and the Indiana State Fair 
Bison Stampede, and stood along the route of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay. Jonathan Jennings wasn’t the only 
bison in Jennings County, however. In Vernon, Mayor Dan 
Wright purchased 20 concrete buffalo statues that sat on 
town’s courthouse square over the summer of 2016. 

The “History through Fashion Show” held at the historic 
Park Theatre Civic Center in North Vernon on Aug. 
18, 2016, attracted a capacity crowd of about 300. The 
bicentennial social and historic fashion event began with a 
social hour at Stellar Plaza, at which the Jennings County 
High School Fiddle Club performed 19th-century music. 

The annual Sassafras Tea Festival and Civil War History 
event, involving hundreds of reenactors and performing 
artists, recreated historical events of the Civil War era. The 
two-day event was sponsored by Jennings County Historical 
Society and Our Heritage, Inc.

Hayden Historical Museum highlighted an important 
tradition in Indiana farming history: The Thresher’s 
Dinner, when farm workers gathered to share a meal on the 
day that steam engines arrived to thresh grain. The event 
featured a pitch-in meal and yard games.

Madison Railroads’ historic railroad platform in North 
Vernon was rebuilt to celebrate the legacy of Indiana’s first 
operating railroad. The restored platform includes original 
pavers, historic photos and an original Pennsylvania 
Railroad mile marker. 

The Hayden Historical Museum hosted “Auto Daze 
Gone By,” a one-day display of antique cars and trucks 
that celebrated Indiana’s automotive heritage. A memorial 
marker highlighting the achievements of North Vernon 

native and Indy Car driver Pat O’Connor was added to 
North Vernon City Park. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church, founded in Dec. 
1816, offered the community the opportunity to view a 
copy of the 21st-century St. John’s Bible, the first hand-
illuminated Bible created in 500 years. 

The Jennings County Monarch/Pollinator Legacy Project, 
sponsored by Jennings County School Corporation, resulted 
in the creation of 12 Monarch butterfly way-station gardens 
at schools and in public parks and common areas. The 
gardens were designed, planted and maintained by students, 
teachers and volunteers.

The Jennings County Health Department presented 
a “Healthy Celebration” to promote good health habits. 
Health information for adults and educational activity and 
coloring books for children were distributed at health fairs 
and community events. 

The annual four-mile Tame the Terrain race in 80-year-
old Muscatatuck County Park promoted physical activity 
in a scenic setting. Sponsored by Nativity of Mary Catholic 
Church, the race brought more than 600 participants.

A late-afternoon rain shower didn’t dampen the spirit of 
Jennings County residents or the 21 county torchbearers 
on Day 7 of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, Sept. 
16, 2016. The torch crossed the Scott-Jennings County 
line for a two-hour county tour on foot and bicycles, in a 
1947 Crosley and by train from the historic North Vernon 
railroad platform. Despite the rain, a crowd turned out in 
downtown North Vernon for the celebratory Bicentennial 
Bash that featured live music, food and drink. 

The Bicentennial Committee spent approximately 
$10,000, with attendance estimated at 1,000. Documents 
and memorabilia are stored at the Jennings County Library 
and the Jennings County Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Jennings County, visit indiana2016.org.

Two Jennings County 
torchbearers with the 
county’s Bison-tennial 
bison, “Jonathan 
Jennings,” designed by 
the Jennings County 
National Art Society.

Photo credit: Jennings 
County Bicentennial 
Committee
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JOHNSON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Dana Monson and 
Krista Linke
County Seat: Franklin
Year Organized: 1822
Square Miles: 320.43
Population in 2010: 140,052
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 14 – 11 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Johnson County’s eight cities and towns joined together 
to host a community bicentennial festival in Franklin as a 
culminating event of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay’s 
trip through the county on Sept. 23, 2016. Bicentennial 
Co-coordinator Dana Monson said that following the relay 
more than 800 people strolled through history booths, 
visited the traveling “Bicentennial Experience” museum, 
made stops at a beer garden and food booths, and enjoyed 
performances by the Franklin Community Band and the 
pop group “Tastes Like Chicken.” The Johnson County 
Museum of History, Johnson County Public Library, the 
Greenwood Public Library and Franklin College were 
involved in organizing the historical display at the festival. 

Seventeen torchbearers made their way through the 
county during the final leg of Day 13 of the relay. The 
torch passed Johnson Memorial Hospital and Greenlawn 
Cemetery before heading to its finale in downtown 
Franklin. Torchbearer Richard Gotshall, a retired Franklin 
College journalism professor, told The Franklin News that 
the experience was “a chance to be part of history.” 

The Johnson County Museum is permanent home to the 
county’s Bison-tennial bison, sponsored by the Johnson 
County United Way. Franklin artist Kira Brant decorated 
the statue with scenes of county life.

The Central Indiana Land Trust (CILTI) acquired 
three parcels of land in county Bicentennial Nature Trust 
projects. It purchased 97 acres with woods and two ponds 
that became part of the Blossom Hollow Nature Preserve, 
helping to preserve several rare and endangered species. 
Forty acres were added to Hills of Gold Conservation Area. 
The land, which includes red oak trees and slopes harboring 
displays of spring wildflowers, is habitat for the rare and 
endangered Eastern box turtle, and hooded, worm-eating 
and cerulean warbler. CILTI also purchased 204 acres near 
Lamb Lake that adjoin 355 acres already protected by the 
Land Trust.

The Legacy Project “Capture Johnson County” used 
social media to collect and share photos of county life. 
County residents were invited to upload photos to the 
“Aspire Johnson County” Facebook page. Aspire Johnson 
County also created “Explore Johnson County Trails,” a 
map of walking and biking trails distributed to libraries 
and other locations; an online version was available on the 
organization’s website.

“Hiking Johnson County,” sponsored by the Johnson 
County Public Library, offered ideas for excursions along 
with safety tips. The library’s Trafalgar Branch introduced 
the Prairie Path, a public half-mile trail through native 
tallgrass prairie. This endangered ecosystem once covered 
16 percent of the Hoosier landscape. The library offered 
nature-themed programs as well as story-time programs for 
children along the trail’s Kelsey Devine Story Walk. 

Franklin College celebrated the bicentennial and the 
legacy of an alumnus and former Indiana governor. The 
Gov. Roger D. Branigin Archives in the campus library 
includes his official papers, rare books and personal 
memorabilia. Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner 
and historian James Madison delivered a lecture on 
Branigin’s significance in Indiana history at the dedication 
convocation.

Common Threads Quilt Guild of Central Indiana 
sponsored the “19 Stars Indiana Bicentennial Quilt Project,” 
a challenge-quilt competition and display of more than 200 
quilts at the “Harvest of Quilts” Show Aug. 26-27, 2016. 

Kelsay Farms, a seventh-generation working family dairy 
farm, hosted the “Dairy Farm History Project.” The event 
featured a Bicentennial Corn Maze, tours and games.

Information is archived at the Johnson County Museum 
of History. More than 50 volunteers assisted with events 
organized by the Bicentennial Committee, which cost 
approximately $5,000 to stage. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Johnson County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Prairie Path at Johnson County Library’s Trafalgar Branch is a half-
mile trail that winds through native tallgrass prairie.

Photo credit: Johnson County Public Library
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KNOX COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Mark Hill
County Seat: Vincennes
Year Organized: 1790
Square Miles: 516.03
Population in 2010: 38,385
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 13 – 12 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Indiana’s first county celebrated its rich history during 
the state’s bicentennial year. Bicentennial Coordinator 
Mark Hill said the county’s Bicentennial Committee made 
a concerted effort to represent Knox County’s culture and 
contributions to state history. 

In 2016 the Spirit of Vincennes Rendezvous, which 
recreates the period from the founding of Vincennes in 1732 
to the year of Indiana’s statehood, honored Indiana’s first 
sheriff, John Small. The 2016 rendition of the annual event 
also featured the first-ever reenactment of a night battle. 

Another highlight was the Vincennes Watermelon Drop, 
a Legacy Project that took place at the stroke of midnight on 
Jan. 1, 2016, marking the start of the Indiana’s bicentennial 
year. Indiana Bicentennial Commission Executive Director 
Perry Hammock pulled a cord releasing 17 watermelons 
from a 110-foot construction crane onto a “splatform” on 
the grounds of the George Rogers Clark National Historical 
Park. A fireworks display capped the annual event. 

Thanks to the Bicentennial Nature Trust, Knox 
Countians gained a 97-acre park. The Fox Ridge Recreation 
Park was made possible by the County Parks and Recreation 
Department’s acquisition of a former golf course near 
Vincennes. The land includes bike and pedestrian trails, 
several small wetlands, 12 acres of woods and two fishing 
ponds. On Oct. 24, 2015, the Vincennes Rotary Club 
planted 100 trees, including many tulip poplars, at the park. 

The Legacy Project “Alice of Old Vincennes: A Musical” 
had its world premiere in its namesake city on May 27, 2016. 
The professional musical theatre production was adapted 
from Indiana native Maurice Thompson’s famous 1900 
novel “Alice of Old Vincennes.” The production at the Red 
Skelton Performing Arts Center featured original music 
and lyrics by Broadway composer Jay Kerr and Hoosier poet 
Laurel Smith. 

George Rogers Clark National Historical Park hosted 
a rally on July 31, 2016, as part of the American Solar 
Challenge. The cross-country team event for solar-
powered vehicles traversed Indiana’s historic Highway 
50. The vehicles were on display during a full weekend of 
environmental-awareness activities.

“Muster on the Wabash,” held at the Vincennes State 
Historic Site in November 2015 and 2016, explored 
historical events related to the development of the Indiana 
Territory and the War of 1812. Reenactments, programs 
and exhibits brought this fertile era to life. 

The Friends of Vincennes Heritage and the Vincennes 

Historical and Antiquarian Society sponsored a Legacy 
Project to raise funds for the creation of a life-sized bronze 
bust of the founder of the city of Vincennes. The groups 
worked to raise $50,000 to complete a memorial honoring 
François-Marie Bissot, Sieur de Vincennes, sculpted by 
Terre Haute artist Mark Wolfe.

The Knox County Public Library and Hawthorne 
Publishing partnered to publish “Vincennes History 
You Don’t Know: The 20th Century in the Town by the 
Wabash.” The book featured 16 years of newspaper columns 
written for The Vincennes Sun Commercial by the library’s 
historical collection administrator. 

The Indiana Military Museum presented two events in 
2016 saluting veterans of World Wars I and II. At both, 
visitors could view displays featuring period vehicles and 
equipment. Youth were invited to participate in living-
history activities led by reenactors.

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay passed through 
Knox County on Sept. 11, 2016, Day 3 of its trek across the 
state. A melon truck, combine semi-trailer and “Herbie 
the Lovebug” Volkswagen Beetle were among conveyances 
carrying the flame through Patoka and several county 
historical sites. The torch made its final stop at Grouseland 
in Vincennes, home of William Henry Harrison, first 
governor of the Indiana Territory and ninth President of the 
United States. Thousands looked on as the cauldron was 
lit by historian and reenactor Richard Day. The event also 
featured two stages offering entertainment and historical 
demonstrations and presentations. 

The Knox County Library, where the 32-member county 
Bicentennial Commission held most of its meetings, is 
home to the ceremonial torch and archival materials. 
The commission raised $10,000 to support bicentennial 
activities, spending a total of $8,000. Four hundred 
volunteers assisted with events, attended by an  
estimated 30,000.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Knox County, visit indiana2016.org.

Indiana Bicentennial Commissioner Jim McCormick (center) and 
Executive Director Perry Hammock (right) at the Vincennes 
Watermelon Drop. McCormick said, “It was an honor to be a member 
of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission. I shall cherish the memories 
the rest of my life.”

Photo credit: Chris Hammock
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KOSCIUSKO  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Diane Wulliman
County Seat: Warsaw
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 531.38
Population in 2010: 77,348
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 7 - 5 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Kosciusko County mounted a three-day Indiana 
Bicentennial Celebration to mark Indiana’s 200th birthday. 
Events began the morning of Sept. 29, 2016, at Warsaw 
Community High School with the start of the Kosciusko 
County leg of the Bicentennial Torch Relay, and concluded 
on Oct. 1 with a concert featuring country music singer Ty 
Herndon.

“The Torch Relay was a huge success,” said County 
Coordinator Diane Wulliman. “The weather was clear and 
sunny and our 22 torchbearers were excited to participate.” 
Many of the torch conveyances were related to water, since 
the county is home to the state’s largest natural lake, Lake 
Wawasee. A wooden speed boat and a swan-shaped paddle 
boat joined a calliope, a 1929 Model A Ford Phaeton and a 
1931 Model H Ford Roadster. The relay ended with a lunch 
at Lakeside Park in Syracuse. That evening, a near-sellout 
crowd arrived at Grace College for a community concert 
that featured a band or choir from every high school in the 
county, along with church choirs, adult community choirs 
and orchestras.

An event known as “Back to the Days of Kosciusko” was 
revived by Warsaw Community Schools in honor of the 
bicentennial. All fourth-graders in the county came to 
Harrison Elementary on Sept. 30, 2016, for the event. It 
was so successful that Warsaw Community Schools plans 
to continue and expand it in future years. Rain caused 
cancellation of the outdoor “Bicentennial Bash on Buffalo” 
planned for that evening in downtown Warsaw, but 
spectators moved inside to hear three of the bands perform 
at Mad Anthony’s Lake City Tap House. Rain didn’t stop 
the parade the next morning, but other events that day were 
moved indoors to Lakeview Middle School. 

Kosciusko County was home to three Bison-tennial bison. 
The Kosciusko Community Foundation’s statue, which 
featured a mermaid, took third-place honors in the Indiana 
State Fair Bison-tennial Herd Judges’ Choice competition. 
The judges awarded the prize based on the bison’s 
“creativity, playfulness and out-of-the-box design.” Winona 
Lake’s bison, “Beachy,” was created by three of the town’s 
residents. Sporting swim trunks, goggles and flippers,  
the statue is a permanent fixture at the beach near  
Limitless Park. 

The Bicentennial Nature Trust made possible the 

Department of Natural Resources Division of Fish and 
Wildlife’s purchase of two parcels totaling 100 acres 
adjacent to the Durham Lake Wildlife Conservation Area. 
The property includes woodland wildlife and mature stands 
of hardwood trees. Meanwhile, The Nature Conservancy 
proposed a 1.2-mile interpretive trail and parking area at 
Oppenheim Woods Nature Preserve. 

Legacy Projects included The North Webster Cemetery 
Walk, a living-history event sponsored by the North 
Webster Community Public Library where costumed 
reenactors told stories of their lives and local history. The 
Kosciusko County Historical Society’s Genealogy Library 
highlighted the role of education in county schools from 
1835 to 1975 with a display of buildings, classes and 
teachers from its historic photo collection.

Three Kosciusko County dairies were part of the 
Northern Indiana Dairy Trail Legacy Project. Oneeda Farm 
in Syracuse and Gingerich Dairy and Beer Dairy Farms in 
Milford were featured in series of educational open houses 
at 12 northern Indiana dairy farms in June and  
October 2016. 

Kosciuscko County’s six-person Bicentennial Committee 
promoted events on a now-closed Facebook page and 
website. More than 1,000 volunteers assisted with the 
concerts, torch relay and other events, which were attended 
by approximately 4,000. The committee raised and spent 
$30,000.

Information is archived at the Kosciusko County 
Historical Society and Indiana State Archives, with plans to 
display artifacts in the county courthouse. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Kosciusko County, visit indiana2016.org.

Kosciusko County’s Bison-tennial bison, “Chief,” with his fan club.
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LAGRANGE  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Beth Thornburg
County Seat: LaGrange
Year Organized: 1832
Square Miles: 379.62
Population in 2010: 37,162
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 17 – 12 Legacy,  
5 Bicentennial Nature Trust

LaGrange County Bicentennial Coordinator Beth 
Thornburg cited the Cook’s Bison Ranch Bisontennial 
Celebration on June 18, 2016, as one of the county’s key 
Legacy Projects. The event celebrated “the North American 
Bison and Indiana’s 200th year with a day of family fun 
where the food is delicious, the music is great and the 
buffalo still roam,” Thornburg reported. “You can hitch a 
free wagon ride to see and feed buffalo, educate yourself on 
the bison’s relation to Indiana history, learn how buffalo 
hair is spun, watch as smoked bison jerky is made over an 
open fire, and interact with local entertainment.” Children’s 
activities included pony rides, a petting zoo, a bounce house 
and games.

Seven other annual LaGrange County festivals and fairs 
were endorsed as Bicentennial Legacy Projects, including 
Shipshewana’s Mayfest, its Ice Festival and the four-day 
Shipshewana Quilt Festival—one of the largest of its kind 
in the Midwest. In LaGrange, Old Fashion Farming Days, 
Maple Syrup Days and the David Rogers Country Fair 
provided community entertainment. The annual LaGrange 
County 4-H Fair, a tradition since 1954, featured livestock 
competitions, agricultural exhibits, food and attractions.

The LaGrange de LaFayette Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution completed a five-year 
chapter project, the Heritage Apple Orchard, in time for 
the bicentennial. Apple trees in the orchard include an 
heirloom tree from each of the original 13 colonies, a 
Johnny Appleseed descendant tree and an Indiana Winter 
Banana tree from the Civil War period.

The Ladies of the Philomaths updated their historical 
walking tour of the town of Howe, settled in 1834, in 
celebration of the bicentennial. 

In Bicentennial Nature Trust projects, ACRES Land 
Trust purchased 77 acres along the north shore of Dallas 
Lake adjacent to an existing ACRES preserve. ACRES also 
purchased 126 acres of wetlands, protecting the western 
half of Quog Lake and Goose Pond. The LaGrange County 
Parks and Recreation Department purchased a 44-acre site 
adjacent to Dallas Lake County Park, as well as two tracts 
totaling 130 acres adjacent to Pine Knob Park. 

The Bicentennial Torch Relay traveled through LaGrange 
County on Oct. 3, 2016. “The lawn of the LaGrange 
County Courthouse was filled to near-bursting capacity 

Monday as residents gathered to celebrate the launch of 
the county’s portion of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch 
Relay and to cheer on their nominated torchbearers,” noted 
the Goshen News. The kick-off event at the courthouse 
gazebo included a complimentary lunch and a performance 
by the community band. Sixteen torchbearers carried 
the flame through Goshen and then along county roads 
to Shipshewana. Transportation included a horse-drawn 
Cinderella carriage, an ambulance, a canoe hauled by an all-
terrain vehicle. and a vintage pickup truck.

Howe resident Julie Smoker told a reporter for the Goshen 
News, “I wanted to be able to say I was here for LaGrange 
County’s celebration of the state’s bicentennial. … I think 
this is kind of a once-in-a-lifetime event.”

Memorabilia were displayed at historical societies in the 
county, as well as at the Visitors Center in Shipshewana. 
Events were promoted on the VisitShipshewana.org website 
and the “Shipshewana Amish Backroads” page on Facebook.

Events were coordinated by the county’s eight-member 
Bicentennial Committee with assistance from 20 
volunteers. More than 1,200 attended the celebration. 
Expenses totaled $4,000.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
LaGrange County, visit indiana2016.org.

The LaGrange County Bison-tennial bison has its home, appropriately 
enough, at Cook’s Bison Ranch in Wolcottville. 

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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LAKE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Larry Blanchard
County Seat: Crown Point
Year Organized: 1836
Square Miles: 498.96
Population in 2010: 496,052
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 41 – 32 Legacy,  
9 Bicentennial Nature Trust

In celebration of the bicentennial, replicas of the 20-
star, 1818 U.S. flag were raised in 20 Lake County cities 
and towns at noon on Aug. 6, 2016. The date was the 
200th anniversary of elections for Indiana’s first governor 
and county officials, a requirement before statehood was 
granted in December 1816. 

The South Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau hosted 
“200 Years Along the South Shore,” a free exhibit at the 
Indiana Welcome Center showcasing Northwest Indiana’s 
progress, history and people. Artifacts from its past 200 
years, along with biographies of Lake County torchbearers, 
were on display from Sept. 29 through Oct. 2, 2016. A 
reception in honor of the torchbearers was held before the 
Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay’s arrival in Lake County 
on Oct. 11.

The new Lake County Purdue Extension and Soil and 
Water Conservation District building at Lake County 
Government Complex in Crown Point was dedicated in 
December 2016. The four-acre site includes a community 
classroom, orchard and garden, bioswales to filter storm 
water and a water restoration pond. The Legacy Project 
was designed to provide hands-on environmental learning 
opportunities.

In Bicentennial Nature Trust projects, the city of Crown 
Point proposed the purchase of 31 acres to be developed 
as the Beaver Dam Ditch and Pond Nature Park. The Lake 
County Parks Department acquired a total of more than 
200 acres: 97 acres in Deep River County Park—an area in 
which approximately 100 neo-tropical bird species have 
been documented; 97 acres in Oak Ridge Prairie County 
Park in Griffith to construct a bike trail that connects the 
Erie Lackawanna and Oak Savannah trails; and two parcels 
totaling five acres as additions to an existing 728-acre park 
in Lake County that protect an in-holding of rare plant 
communities.

The Lake County Fairgrounds and the Crown Point 
Garden Club planted a Bicentennial Garden at Lake 
County’s only covered bridge.

Lake County libraries sponsored many bicentennial-
related programs in 2016. The Crown Point Community 
Library hosted a three-month-long exhibit featuring 
photographs and other artifacts about the Hub City. 
The Whiting County Public Library hosted several free 
programs highlighting Indiana’s rich history and its Adult 
Summer Reading Program carried the theme “Celebrate the 
Bicentennial with a Book.” 

The Lowell Public Library hosted a talk by Jeff Manes, 
writer of the syndicated newspaper column “Salt,” and 
writer/producer of the Emmy-nominated documentary 
“Everglades of the North: The Story of the Grand Kankakee 
Marsh.” The library also hosted a “Happy Hoosier 
Bicentennial” presentation featuring reenactor Terry Lynch 
as President Benjamin Harrison.

The Lake County Public Library created a website 
containing local town and library histories, and each 
branch library hosted local history displays and programs. 
Summer reading programs included a local history theme 
as well. The community was invited to share stories and 
memories of Lake County via Facebook that became part of 
the library’s collection.

Morton High School in Hammond and the new Gary 
Middle College Library were among 57 sites in the state 
receiving Indiana Humanities’ Next Indiana bookshelf, 
which includes works by Indiana authors.

The Times of Northwest Indiana and its predecessor 
newspaper, The Vidette-Messenger, are available on the 
internet thanks to a Legacy Project by the Merrillville/Ross 
Township Historical Society that converted the papers’ 
pages from microfilm to digital format. 

The hour-long documentary “Riding the Rails of History: 
The Story of the South Shore Line” celebrated the railroad 
line’s colorful history and the important role it continues to 
play in the region. Produced by the Lake County Historical 
Society, the film tells the story of what has been called the 
“Nation’s Last Interurban.”

The Octave Chanute Biplane Glider Dream Memorial 
was dedicated on July 14, 2016 on the Gary campus of Ivy 
Tech Community College. The outdoor memorial is a metal 
replica of the “father of aviation’s” 1896 biplane glider. 

The Indiana Lincoln Highway Association restored 
monuments and bronze tablets and erected interpretive 
signs at the Henry C. Ostermann Memorial Seat and the 
Ideal Section Monument in Dyer, located on the 1.3-mile 
“Road of the Future” constructed in 1924—now US 30.

The Indiana Lincoln Highway Association restored the Henry C. 
Ostermann Memorial Seat and the Ideal Section Monument in Dyer, 
located on the “Road of the Future” constructed in 1924.

Photo credit: Bruce B. Butgereit
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The town of Schneider raised money to enhance its War 
Veterans Memorial by hosting a town-wide yard sale, along 
with a car and bike show at the community building, where 
the 1818 U.S. and Indiana Bicentennial flags were  
on display.

A memorial built in Dyer’s Central Park honors Indiana 
Gold Star Families who have endured the loss of loved 
ones in wars. The black granite wall with a silhouette of 
a saluting soldier stands on a hill overlooking a reflecting 
pond. The memorial was made possible through the SSG 
David Nowaczyk Memorial Fund, Inc.

The Lowell Labor Day Parade, the longest continually-
running Labor Day parade in the state, celebrated the 
bicentennial in its 97th annual parade. The theme was 
“Celebrating Indiana History.” Both the city of Whiting’s 
97th annual July Fourth Parade and the Hobart Chamber 
of Commerce Fourth of July Parade also were endorsed 
as Legacy Projects. The Hobart 
Chamber produced a free 
commemorative Memory Book 
that featured the story of the city. 
The city of Crown Point sponsored 
the St. Patrick’s Day children’s 
Bicentennial Logo Contest. The 
winner was named the Junior 
Grand Marshall for the city’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. 

The Northwest Indiana 
Symphony presented a special 
Indiana bicentennial edition of 
the South Shore Summer Music 
festival, a six-concert series of free 
performances celebrating Indiana-
related music, composers, singers 
and musicians. 

Changing Lives and Changing 
Patterns, Inc. hosted the first Art 
and Design Festival in downtown 
Gary’s Gateway Park. More than 
100 artists presented works of art 
including paintings, ceramics and 
photography.

Lake County was featured on not 
one, but two days of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay. County 
Coordinator Larry Blanchard said a 
key accomplishment of the county’s 
bicentennial celebration was 
“pulling off the Torch Relay without 
a hitch.” 

The torch started its journey 
in Whiting under sunny skies on 
Oct. 11, 2016, Day 29 of the event. 
Mayor Joe Stahura carried the 
flame aboard a horse-drawn wagon, 
handing it off to Gary Mayor 
Richard Hatcher, the first African-

American mayor elected in Indiana. The torch moved on 
to Merrillville and Hobart, where Mayor Brian Snedecor 
was the final torchbearer of the day. He was serenaded by 
Culver Military Academy’s Pipe and Drums Corps as he 
entered Festival Park. On Oct. 12, the Lake County Sheriff ’s 
Department Pipes and Drums played at the opening 
ceremony at Lake County Government Center. Crown Point 
Mayor David Uran was the day’s first torchbearer. The torch 
made its way to the downtown square and left on a trolley 
for the hand-off to Jasper County. 

Information and artifacts are preserved at the Lake 
County Government Center in Crown Point and the South 
Shore Convention and Visitors Association.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Lake County, visit indiana2016.org.

Historic Lake County newspapers are now archived online, the result of a Legacy Project sponsored 
by the Merrillville/Ross Township Historical Society.

Photo credit: NWI Times
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LA PORTE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Mitch Bishop
County Seat: La Porte
Year Organized: 1832
Square Miles: 598.308
Population in 2010: 111,467
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 30 – 22 Legacy,  
8 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

The Bison-tennial statue “Buffalo Bill” was a key feature 
of the La Porte County celebration. Pulled on a trailer, he 
managed to make an appearance at each Legacy Project 
event. Following his travels, Buffalo Bill found a home in an 
exhibit at the county Historical Society Museum. In total, 
the county sponsored eight large bison and eight smaller 
ones for the bicentennial. 

County Coordinator Mitch Bishop said the steering 
committee met every month for three years to plan the 
many events. “During parades we had a cannon shooting 
confetti 50 feet high, with 100,000 in attendance at the 
Fourth of July parade,” he said. An estimated 10,000 
attended other bicentennial events, including the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay.

Eight Bicentennial Nature Trust projects were endorsed 
in La Porte County. The Flora Richardson Foundation 

purchased 95 acres containing some of the highest quality 
woodlands in the Indiana coastal region. The Shirley 
Heinze Land Trust acquired 19 acres of woods that serve 
as a buffer to the core boreal habitat of the existing Ambler 
Flatwoods area, along with a 9.5-acre addition to Ambler 
Flatwoods Nature Preserve. The La Porte County Parks 
Foundation purchased 15 acres adjacent to Luhr County 
Park. The parcel includes oak-hickory woods and forested 
wetlands along with fallow agriculture fields targeted for 
wetland and prairie restoration. Unity Foundation of La 
Porte County purchased a two-acre site with 400 feet of 
shoreline along 564-acre Pine Lake. The new Little Calumet 
River Conservation Area in La Porte and Porter counties 
was a BNT project led by Shirley Heinze Land Trust and the 
Izaak Walton League.

The state’s first canoe and kayak launch fully compliant 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act was built on 
Trail Creek, thanks to a Legacy Project sponsored by 
Michigan City Parks and the Northwest Indiana Paddling 
Association. The Lorrie E. Kovitz ADA Canoe and Kayak 
Launch was inspired by Kovitz, a disabled kayaker from 
northwest Indiana. 

The La Porte County Convention and Visitors Bureau 
hosted the seventh annual Great Lakes Grand Prix 
powerboat race in Michigan City’s historic Washington 
Park on the shores of Lake Michigan. The Bureau 
also hosted the third annual Maple City Grand Prix, a 

powerboat racing competition. 
The theme of the 2016 Door Village 

Harvest Festival on Sept. 10 and 11, 2016, was 
“Celebrating Indiana’s 200 Years.” Visitors 
could view a Potawatomi camp, an 1832 
pioneer settlement, a Civil War encampment, 
an antique car and tractor display and historic 
craft demonstrations. Entertainment included 
period music, narrated wagon tours and a living 
cemetery tour. 

The Hanna Lions Club sponsored HannaFest, 
which featured arts and crafts in the town 
park, a parade, car show, street dance, music, 
historical displays, Hanna Lions Club’s famous 
BBQ chicken and town-wide garage sales. 

The town of Wanatah celebrated its 
sesquicentennial in 2016. The Wanatah Area 
Chamber of Commerce hosted three days of 
events that mirrored the town’s Centennial 
Celebration of 1965. Community meals, 
historical demonstrations, a tea party with 
“President Abraham Lincoln,” games, a classic 
car cruise and a parade were among the 
highlights.

The La Porte County Public Library System’s 
year-long bicentennial initiative, “Always La 
Porte,” focused on engaging and inspiring the 
community by hosting classes and events on the 
history and future of the county. 

The Indiana Society of the Sons of the 

The Indiana Bicentennial torch took a kayak trip on Lake Michigan as it passed through 
Michigan City.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University
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American Revolution commissioned a painting highlighting 
the little-known American Revolutionary War Battle of Le 
Petit Fort, which took place on the Indiana Dunes on Dec. 
5, 1780. The image, by Michigan City artist Connie Kassal, 
was painted in the style of iconic South Shore  
Railroad posters.

“Bird in a Tree,” a public sculpture designed by artist John 
Habela of Chesterton and fabricated by Varied Products 
in Portage, is a fanciful depiction of Indiana’s state bird. 
Commissioned by Purdue University North Central, the red 
cardinal graces the university’s 269-acre campus  
in Westville.

The Michigan City Public Art Committee sponsored 
the fourth annual “Sculptfusion.” The public art project 
included a self-guided tour through the Uptown Arts 
District of Michigan City. 

La Porte Little Theatre presented a musical tribute 
to Hoosier composers, with La Porte County musicians 
performing selections by famous Hoosier songwriters. 

“Indiana Through the Camera Lens,” a program 
sponsored by La Porte County Indiana Genealogical Society 
and Michigan City Public Library, included five programs 
and four films intended to celebrate the blending of peoples 
and cultures in the county. Meanwhile, the “Prominent 
People of La Porte County” display at the La Porte County 
Historical Society Museum highlighted the contributions 
made to the state of Indiana by county citizens. 

The Indiana Environmental Health Association 
sponsored a Bicentennial Beach Walk along the Lake 

Michigan shoreline. Prompt Ambulance unveiled 
its “Indiana Bicentennial Ambulance” to celebrate 
and recognize Indiana’s Emergency Medical Services 
community over the past 200 years.

Thirty-three La Porte County residents carried the 
torch through the county on the afternoon of Day 7 of the 
Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, Oct. 8, 2016. The torch 
headed into Rolling Prairie from its start on State Road 2, 
then made its way to the city of La Porte, where the County 
Bicentennial Committee hosted an ALL-IN Block Party 
for the community. Following the party the torch made its 
way to Michigan City, where it entered a kayak. A flotilla of 
kayaks accompanied it from Trail Creek to Lake Michigan 
at sunset. The torch made its final stop at Washington 
Park. Following the relay, torchbearers were honored at a 
celebration at the park’s Fire & Water Restaurant.

Events were promoted on the “La Porte County 
Bicentennial” Facebook page. The bicentennial committee 
raised and spent $12,000, and created an endowment at The 
Unity Foundation in Michigan City from proceeds earned 
from the raffle of “Buffalo Bill.”

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
La Porte County, visit indiana2016.org.

Ivy Tech student Celina Kidd, shown here, designed the “Indiana 
Bicentennial Ambulance” for Prompt Ambulance to honor Indiana’s 
Emergency Medical Services community.
Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission



LAWRENCE  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Marla Jones
County Seat: Bedford
Year Organized: 1819
Square Miles: 449.17
Population in 2010: 46,134
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 16

“Lawrence County stayed true to the Indiana bicentennial 
theme, ‘Celebrate the Past. Ignite the Future,” said 
Bicentennial Coordinator Marla Jones. “Our greatest 
accomplishment was bringing Hoosiers of all walks of 
life together to celebrate the great state of Indiana, its 
people and progress. Lawrence Countians of all ages 
enthusiastically embraced and participated in this historic, 
once-in-a-lifetime commemoration.”

She pointed to the county’s Legacy Trees project, in 
which a tulip and a “space gum” tree were planted on the 
grounds of every school in the county, as an “inspiring” 
Legacy Project. The space gum trees were cultivated from 
sweet gum seeds taken aboard the Apollo spacecraft in 
1984 by Lawrence County astronaut Charlie Walker. The 
Legacy Project was a collaboration of the US Forestry 
Service, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, the 
County Bicentennial Committee and local schools. 

The City of Bedford’s bus carried a bicentennial theme 
in 2016, and the Bedford Police Department created special 
bicentennial badges. Indiana First Lady and Bicentennial 
Ambassador Karen Pence toured the city in the bicentennial 
bus, visiting Stonegate Arts & Education Center and the 
Stone Cutter Café. In Heltonville, Pence and Indiana 
Bicentennial Co-chair Becky Skillman—a Lawrence County 
native—attended the May 2016 dedication of the Heltonville 
Elementary School’s Outdoor Nature Lab, also an endorsed 
Legacy Project. 

Visit Bloomington created the Limestone Heritage 
Trail, a month-long celebration in Lawrence and Monroe 
Counties that included walking tours, lectures, exhibits and 
hands-on activities that highlighted the geology, history 
and beauty of the famed rock. In another tribute to the 
nation’s “Limestone Capital,” the Bedford Board of Realtors 
and Lawrence County Tourism sponsored The Indiana 
Limestone Home Tour of historic Bedford residences. Funds 
generated by the project were donated to local charities.

The Lawrence County Bicentennial Committee and 
Lawrence County Tourism developed the Lawrence 
County Quilt Trail Project, in which more than 30 families 
displayed historic Hoosier quilt patterns on their barns. 
An accompanying trail map and brochure were created to 
promote rural heritage and county tourism.

The town of Springville’s annual Heritage Festival in 2016 
carried the theme “200 Years of Indiana Heritage.” The 
festival included a parade and projects honoring  
the bicentennial.

In an Art in the Park Legacy Project, art quilter Lisa 
Dodson celebrated the history of Spring Mill Park by 
creating an art quilt featuring its iconic grist mill. The 
park also was the setting for a tile-making workshop led by 
Indiana tile artist Barbara Zech, where participants created 
a ceramic tile depicting the park’s native trees and plants. 
Another creative project at Spring Mill was a collaboration 
between Bloomington’s contemporary vocal choir, Voces 
Nove, and choreographer Selene Carter. They interpreted 
the park’s features in a concert of music and dance. 

The City of Bedford published “On Leatherwood Creek: 
Boys of the Greatest Generation, from the Depression 
to WWII.” The book tells the story of Bedford native 
and WWII veteran James Lee Hutchinson. Bicentennial 
Coordinator Marla Jones wrote the book “Our Hoosier 
Heritage & Its Foundation 1680-1820,” highlighting “some 
of the early little-known trials and tribulations that helped 
mold the Indiana character and led to the people being 
called Hoosiers by the early 1830s.” The Lawrence County 
Bicentennial Committee worked with local schools to 
produce a 2016 calendar featuring student artwork, with the 
work of all participating students displayed at the Lawrence 
County Museum.

On Sept. 14, 2016, the Indiana Bicentennial Torch relay 
made its way to Lawrence County. The town of Mitchell 
was filled with spectators. In Bedford, Becky Skillman was 
the final torchbearer of the day. “We were really uniting 
Indiana communities today,” she said. “I think our future 
looks bright.” As 200 blue and gold balloons were released 
into the air, the crowd sang along to the tune “Back Home 
Again in Indiana.”

More than 3,000 attended the festivities, with 360 
volunteers assisting. The Bicentennial Committee raised 
$5,000, with $4,000 spent. Events were publicized on 
the Lawrence County Bicentennial Facebook page. A 
commemorative book and other bicentennial items were 
displayed at Bedford City Hall and donated to the Lawrence 
County Museum.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Lawrence County, visit indiana2016.org.

Lawrence County veterans 
were among those carrying 
the torch. They included Bill 
Harrison (standing), a World 
War II veteran and a Mitchell 
High School classmate of 
astronaut Gus Grissom, and 
Al Tobert, who was injured 
while serving in the Vietnam 
War. As a civilian, Tobert 
assisted in the founding of 
the Southern Indiana Center 
for Independent Living, which 
assists those with disabilities.

Photo credit: Marla Horton Jones
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MADISON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Mike Kase
County Seat: Anderson
Year Organized: 1823
Square Miles: 451.92
Population in 2010: 131,636
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11 – 10 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Mike Kase led a four-person committee that coordinated 
bicentennial events in Madison County. He said highlights 
were “bringing together the public and private sectors” 
for a “One Indiana Celebration” when the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay traveled through Madison County on Oct. 
14, 2016, the penultimate day of the event. The relay’s 
route through the county showcased Anderson University, 
which celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2016; Hoosier 
Park Racing & Casino in Anderson; and historic Falls Park 
in Pendleton. An estimated 2,500 watched torchbearers 
on their trek through the county, which culminated in a 
celebratory community luncheon.

In the Legacy Project “Indiana Horses for Youth,” nearly 
650 Madison County fourth-graders took an interactive 
tour that taught them about the horse industry, the history 
of harness horses and Indiana agritourism. The project was 
a partnership of Anderson Community Schools, Hoosier 
Horse Youth Foundation and Hoosier Park.

The Bicentennial Nature Trust enabled the town of 
Pendleton to purchase two properties totaling 23 acres to 
expand its Falls Park. Both properties, owned by the South 
Madison Community Foundation, were sold at half of their 
appraised value. They feature wooded wetlands along the 
east bank of Prairie Creek and at the confluence of Prairie 
Creek and Fall Creek, just upstream from the waterfall that 
gives the park its name. 

The Frankton Heritage Days parade carried a 
bicentennial theme in 2016, with bicentennial flags 
and banners decorating the parade route. Floats and 
participants were encouraged to display a flag or pennant 
celebrating the state’s 200th birthday. 

The Agency for Instructional Technology produced a 
video documentary about the Fall Creek Massacre, the 
murder of nine Native Americans by white settlers in 
Madison County on March 22, 1824. The massacre marked 
the first documented case in which white Americans 
were convicted and executed for the murders of Native 
Americans under US law. 

The Madison County Historical Society presented “If 
the River Could Talk,” a series of articles in The Anderson 
Herald Bulletin in 2016. The articles highlighted the people, 
places and events shaping Madison County’s history. 

The annual Alexandria Grand Prix held a ceremonial 
Indiana bicentennial go-kart race during its Aug. 2016 
event. Indiana Bicentennial Commission members and 

other state officials were invited to participate in the five-
car, five-lap ceremonial race.

In November and December 2016, the Anderson Public 
Library sponsored the “Bicentennial Birthday Blowout” 
children’s reading program, which encouraged participants 
to read books by Indiana authors or about the Hoosier state.

A “Bicentennial Cemetery Sleuthing Project” by the 
Kikthawenund Chapter of the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution resulted in the location, 
documentation and placement of markers on the graves of 
Revolutionary patriots and DAR chapter charter members 
in Madison County. 

Seventy-five volunteers assisted with the county’s 
bicentennial events. A replica of the commemorative torch 
is included in a special display at the Anderson  
Visitors Bureau. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Madison County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Madison County Public Library hosted an ALL-IN Block Party in 
honor of the bicentennial.

Photo credit: Madison County Public Library
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MARION COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Steve Campbell
County Seat: Indianapolis
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 396.30
Population in 2010: 903,393
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 147 – 145 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Marion County, home to many Legacy Projects with a 
statewide reach, also offered dozens of bicentennial events, 
activities and projects with a local flavor. 

The Broad Ripple Village Association celebrated the 
state’s 200th birthday with a festival in Broad Ripple Park 
in August 2016. The area’s history was highlighted in the 
four-day event, which featured carnival rides and games, 
food and drink, a craft beer garden, live entertainment and 
community booths. The Broad Ripple Gazette newspaper 
offered a history exhibit and Northminster Presbyterian 
Church presented story telling. The event also included an 
art fair and a vintage market. 

Many central Indiana ethnic organizations sponsored 
Legacy Projects. The Asian-American Alliance hosted 
Asian Fest at the Indiana State Museum, which included 
a special exhibit on the history of Asian-Americans in 
the Hoosier state. The newspaper Asian American Today 
published a bilingual book about the Chinese immigrant 
experience in honor of the bicentennial, while the Asian 
American Times honored Hoosier Chinese Americans who 
have made significant contributions to their community, 
state, nation or world at the 2016 Constellation Award Gala 
on April 9, 2016. The Confucius Institute of Indianapolis 
published “Chinese Hoosiers,” a book documenting the lives 
of 21 exceptional Chinese or Chinese Americans who made 
their home in the Hoosier state. It took a five-member team 
two years to finish the book as a special gift for  
Indiana’s bicentennial.

In conjunction with World Refugee Day, the Burmese 
American Community Institute and its partners sponsored 
a “Celebrate Service & Diversity in Indiana Day” to 
promote volunteerism and honor the courage and resilience 
of millions of refugees around the world. Participants 
performed community service at Indy Acre Farm and the 
Tree Planting Project. The event also included an essay 
contest on “The Importance of Community and  
Volunteer Service.”

The Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites 
sponsored the fourth annual Indiana Latino Heritage 
Day, a celebration of Latino culture and a look at the past, 
present and future impact of Latinos in Indiana. Another 
festival, the Indiana Latino Expo 2016, included a Cinco 
de Mayo golf outing, Latino Food Taste Fest, speaker 
series, award luncheon and Mayoral Breakfast, along with 
a naturalization ceremony. The Consulate of Mexico in 

Indianapolis sponsored cultural activities programs as its 
Legacy Project. 

The Indianapolis Recorder newspaper published a four-
part series for the bicentennial, highlighting Indiana’s rich 
history and culture from an African-American perspective. 
Gold and Glory Motorsports Development hosted a Charlie 
Wiggins Day to spread the word about the history of 
African Americans in motor sports. Wiggins, an Evansville 
native, raced in the Gold and Glory Sweepstakes open-wheel 
races in the 1920s and 1930s.

Historian William Selm presented a series of lectures 
on “German Contributions to the Building of Indiana,” 
sponsored by the Palatines to America (Indiana Chapter) of 
the Indiana Historical Society. IUPUI’s Max Kade German-
American Center offered “The Immigrant Experience: 
German-Americans in Indiana,” a curriculum it made 
available to schools and organizations. The program also 
included guest speakers, excursions to Brown County State 
Park and the southern Indiana-German community of 
Ferdinand, and a walking tour of downtown Indianapolis. 

The Center for Interfaith Cooperation’s Indy Festival of 
Faiths, the state’s largest celebration of Hoosier religious 
diversity, featured the theme “The History of Religions in 
Indiana.” At the September 2016 event, religious groups and 
congregations highlighted their faiths’ history in Indiana. 

More than 2,000 visitors attended the Indiana State Museum’s 
Bicentennial Expo on May 20 and 21, 2016. The outdoor event was the 
kickoff of the museum’s yearlong bicentennial celebration. 

Photo credit: Indiana State Museum
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Students at Marion County schools learned about the 
history of the state in a variety of ways. First- through 
sixth-graders at West Newton Elementary School created 
“19 Historical Steps to Statehood,” a multidisciplinary 
art project for which they made ceramic stepping stones 
highlighting Indiana’s culture, contributions and citizens. 
The final stepping stone led to a clay totem pole displaying 
Indiana’s state symbols.

Middle school students at Park Tudor School restored two 
markers through the Indiana Historical Bureau’s “Adopt 
a Marker” program and created the video “A Guide to 
Restoring Indiana Historical Markers.” 

Bunker Hill Elementary School students dedicated a 
bench and tulip trees and took part in a Walk-a-Thon 
that mimicked the Bicentennial Torch Relay. For its 
“Grandfriends Day,” St. Monica School offered activities 
for students and their adult guests to explore Indiana and 
its history. 

Central Indiana Girl Scouts had the opportunity to earn 
a special bicentennial patch by participating in activities in 

the fields of arts and culture, sports and outdoor recreation, 
heritage, and culinary and agro-tourism. 

The Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site, the Indiana 
Statehouse Tour Office and the Indiana State Library 
teamed to offer “In Pursuit of State Pride,” a field-trip 
initiative for central Indiana fourth-graders. The program 
served more than 7,500 students by underwriting tours and 
transportation for a collaborative field-trip project. One 
teacher summed up her classroom’s experience by saying, 
“There are so many things that you just can’t get from a 
textbook. The students were able to have a real connection 
to their state through their experiences on this field trip.”

The Butler University Library offered “Butler in Indiana’s 
200: Butler Faculty, Friends and Affiliates Who Shaped 
the Hoosier State.” The October 2016 presentation and 
digital exhibit highlighted the University’s contributions to 
Hoosier history as told through biographical essays.

Seventeen Art in the Park projects took place over the 
course of 2016. Among them was the creation of a large 
mural in downtown Indianapolis celebrating Indianapolis 

The Caroline Scott Harrison Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution restored and rededicated its 1916 Indiana 
centennial monument on the grounds of the Statehouse.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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poet, educator and editor Mari Evans, a pioneer in the Black 
Arts movement of the 1960s-80s. The project, sponsored by 
Big Car Collaborative, also reintroduced Evans’ books into 
Indianapolis Public Schools and included an exhibition of 
her work.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum presented 
“Indiana Automobiles: Precision Over Production,” an 
exhibition that included more than 35 historic, Indiana-
built passenger cars. 

“Voice Stage Story Vonnegut: Vonnegut’s World, the 
Unexpected,” was a weeklong experience leading up to 
Indianapolis Opera’s world premiere of “Happy Birthday 
Wanda June” in September 2016. The opera was a joint 
project between author Kurt Vonnegut and Butler 
University’s Director of Instrumental Activities Richard 
Auldon Clark, with 
Vonnegut completing 
the libretto two 
weeks before his 
death in April 2007. 
Collaborators included 
the Indianapolis Opera, 
Vonnegut Library, 
Indianapolis Art Center, 
Indiana Landmarks, 
Indiana Historical 
Society, Shortridge 
High School, Butler 
University and Indy 
Film Fest.

The Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra’s 
Opening Night Gala 
on Sept. 24, 2016, 
celebrated Indiana’s 
bicentennial with a 
concert that included 
songs by Cole Porter 
and Hoagy Carmichael 
and a film-score tribute 
to the Hilbert Circle 
Theatre’s 100th year. 

The Indiana Repertory 
Theatre presented 
“Finding Home: Indiana at 200.” The multifaceted look 
at Indiana’s life and times combined music and history, 
comedy and drama, and fact and fable. Created by writers 
from throughout the state, it featured songs by Indiana 
singer-songwriter Tim Grimm. 

The Indianapolis Men’s Chorus offered concerts in 
Indianapolis and Columbus. “Indiana in Song,” presented 
in November 2016, featured classic tunes about the state 
as well as hits by Hoosier musicians. Young Voices of 
Indianapolis, a non-profit community choral organization, 
presented “A Hoosier Bicentennial Medley,” featuring 
poetry by Sarah Bolton and James Whitcomb Riley and 
music by Cole Porter, James Hanley and many others. 

University of Indianapolis professors Dr. Rebecca Sorely 
and Dr. Ted Frantz presented “Celebrating Indiana’s 
Bicentennial through Music,” a program of music and 
historical commentary in February 2016 at the University of 
Indianapolis. 

The Indianapolis Jazz Foundation’s Legacy Project 
honored the memory of world-renowned jazz guitarist 
and Indianapolis native Wes Montgomery. A weekend 
celebration included live performances, symposiums and 
master classes.

The James Whitcomb Riley Museum Home hosted the 
series “Hoosier Poets: Past and Present,” in which four 
Indiana writers discussed Indiana’s literary heritage and 
read their own poetry.

The Indianapolis Public Library celebrated 200 years 
of Indiana’s history 
through an Indiana-
themed summer reading 
program for children 
and adults, accompanied 
by a year-long series 
of local author talks, 
lectures and book 
discussions.

The Hoosier 
Chapter of the Sierra 
Club sponsored the 
exhibition “Hoosiart 
200: 200 Years of 
Hoosier Impact on Our 
Environment,” with 
works by professional 
and amateur artists 
reflecting on 
Indiana’s nature and 
environment. The 
August 2016 exhibition 
also included public 
discussions and 
activities related to the 

environment and  
the arts.

In a Bicentennial 
Nature Trust project, 

the town of Speedway acquired a 1.3-mile former rail 
corridor to develop a trail, and Speedway Trails Association 
proposed the purchase of four acres to create a trailhead. 
Eagle Creek Park, Fort Harrison State Park, Holliday Park 
and Marian University’s Nina Mason Pulliam EcoLab 
joined the Bicentennial Nature Network, a consortium of 
Indiana nature centers.

The Garden Club of Indiana placed a Blue Star Memorial 
Marker on the grounds of the Richard L. Roudebush VA 
Medical Center in Indianapolis at a dedication ceremony 
on Nov. 10, 2016. The Caroline Scott Harrison Chapter 
of the National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution restored and rededicated its Indiana centennial 

West Newton Elementary School students created ceramic stepping stones 
marking Indiana’s “19 Historical Steps to Statehood.” 

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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monument commemorating the importance of the National 
Road, originally placed on the Statehouse grounds in 1916. 

Indiana University’s Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 
sponsored “Hoosier Philanthropy: Understanding the Past; 
Planning for the Future,” a project designed to examine the 
role that philanthropy has played in the development of 
Indiana’s public life. It included a free conference; a book 
providing an overview of the field, historical case studies 
and ideas for future planning; and curriculum for high 
school students.

The Sagamore Institute hosted the Indiana Conference 
on Citizenship, which featured discussions and speakers on 
the topics of Indiana citizenship at home and abroad, and 
effective leadership in communities and workplaces. 

“Remarkable Women of Indiana: The Business of 
Being Remarkable” highlighted the achievements and 
contributions of women throughout the state’s history. 
The day-long event at the Indiana State Museum included 
lectures by history experts, educational demonstrations and 
a performance by Freetown Village about Madame  
C.J. Walker.

The Economic Club of Indiana celebrated the 
bicentennial by hosting a panel discussion with former 
Indiana Governors Evan Bayh and Mitch Daniels and 
former Indiana Supreme Court Chief Justice  
Randall Shepard. 

Traditional Hoosier food was the focus of a handful 
of contests at the 2016 Marion County Fair: an apple pie 
contest with guest judge “Johnny Appleseed,” “Cooking with 
Corn” and sugar cream pie competitions, a cornmeal recipe 
challenge and an Indiana-themed cake-decorating contest.

Marion County hosted the final leg of the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay on Oct. 15, 2016. The route included stops 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Marian University, 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art, Butler University, the 
Governor’s residence, the Benjamin Harrison Presidential 
Site and the Walker Theater. There, A’Leila Bundles, great-
great-granddaughter of groundbreaking businesswoman 
Madame C.J. Walker, took the torch. Marion County 
Bicentennial Coordinator Steve Campbell said of Bundles’ 
participation, “To have such a great connection to the past 
was absolutely wonderful!”

Other stops along the way included the Kurt Vonnegut 
Memorial Library, the Eli Lilly & Company campus, the 
Mexican Consulate and Lucas Oil Stadium. The torch 
also passed by the Indiana War Memorial and Monument 
Circle, where it was passed to Purple Heart recipient Gerald 
Glaze. “It means a lot,” he said. “My family’s here to see 
all this. We have great pride in the state of Indiana and 
Indianapolis.”

The torch’s final destination was the Hoosier 
Homecoming celebration at the Indiana Statehouse (see  
p. 65).

Information and souvenirs, including Marion County’s 
commemorative torch and banners, are stored at the 
Indianapolis Public Library.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Marion County, visit indiana2016.org.

Earth Charter Indiana sponsored Save the Bees Indiana, a Legacy Project that taught more than 2,500 children about the importance of bees 
in sustaining environmental health. The group built bee hives at four Indianapolis schools, and the Indianapolis City-County Council passed a 
resolution to support bee health by reducing the use of harmful pesticides.

Photo credit: Jim Poyser
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MARSHALL  
COUNTY

Bicentennial 
Coordinators: Corine 
Humes and Linda 
Rippey
County Seat: 
Plymouth
Year Organized: 
1836
Square Miles: 443.63
Population in 2010: 
47,008
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 17

Bicentennial Coordinators Corine Humes and Linda 
Rippey said Marshall County’s bicentennial events and 
17 Legacy Projects “brought the communities together, 
working for a common cause.” Many highlighted the 
county’s history.

“Recording the American Perspective,” a collaboration 
of the Marshall County Museum and the Weidner School 
of Inquiry, recorded memories of 45 Marshall County 
World War II veterans. High school students conducted 
videotaped interviews after researching the history of the 
era, then produced a DVD that became a permanent part 
of the Museum’s military exhibit. “It was important to 
document the stories and to watch a generation of veterans 
interact with 16- and 17-year-old students…. I heard from 
many students who told how deeply it affected them,”  
said Rippey. 

The Argos Public Library featured “Argos Through the 
Ages…in Pictures” on its website. Town residents and 
organizations were encouraged to submit photos and family 
histories for the project, which included a timeline of 
events, people and places. 

The Bourbon Public Library’s “Remember Bourbon” 
Legacy Project recorded residents sharing their memories 
of the town. The conversations were posted on the library’s 
YouTube channel and Facebook page and presented at 
special viewing events. 

The Marshall County Church Orchestra sponsored 
a popular summer Bicentennial Concert in Plymouth’s 
Centennial Park. County schools and churches, writers and 
historians were invited to participate in a program of words 
and music by Indiana composers and writers. 

The town of Bremen revived its Oktoberfest for the 
bicentennial, an event that had not been held since the early 
1990s. The three-day festival in October 2016 included 
more than 100 craft and specialty vendors, food celebrating 
the county’s ethnic heritages, a golf tournament and family-
oriented competitions. Bremen residents also planted 200 
trees in the downtown area; painted a Bison-tennial bison 
(named “Psi” after its sponsor Psi Iota Xi); sounded the 

long-silent, refurbished historic whistle at the Bremen Light 
& Power Plant; and presented three family movies and 
organized a cleanup in Jane’s Park. The town also hosted a 
Bicentennial Quilt Show in September 2016 that featured 
more than 60 quilts, including one made with neckties 
belonging to former Gov. Otis Bowen, a Bremen native. 

Potawatomi Wildlife Park installed outdoor interpretive 
signage highlighting the park’s historical features, including 
a rare Potawatomi village and Boots Cabin, the oldest 
remaining structure in the county. The LaPaz Lions Club 
spearheaded a program to document and mark all 72 of 
the county’s historic cemeteries, also creating a series of 
brochures that included brief descriptions of each, along 
with maps.

Wythougan Valley Preservation Council, Inc. prepared a 
driving-tour brochure listing all Marshall County sites on 
the National Register of Historic Places. The brochure also 
highlighted cultural and ethnic groups in the county whose 
stories had not been included in earlier county history 
books, including the Amish, Swedish, Latino and African-
American populations. 

Marshall County Tourism promoted its Barn Quilt Trail, 
the state’s first such trail. It features large murals painted in 
a variety of quilt patterns on barns, businesses and public 
spaces throughout Marshall County.

Three festivals in the city of Plymouth were designated 
as Bicentennial Legacy Projects: the 50th annual 
Marshall County Blueberry Festival—born in Indiana’s 
sesquicentennial year; P-Town Cruz’n Downtown Car Show; 
and the Yellow River Festival, a timeline living  
history event.

The Museum of Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee History 
published a Culver Legacy Cookbook with recipes and 
memories gathered from the community, while the 
Marshall County Historical Society created placemats 
highlighting bicentennial-related activities that were 
distributed to county restaurants and churches.

Oct. 4, 2016, marked Day 23 of the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay. The flame was ignited for the Marshall County leg 
at the Historic Bremen Depot. The torch traveled to LaPaz 
before making stops in Plymouth at Centennial Park, the 
Marshall County Courthouse and the Marshall County 
Museum. In Culver, the torch traveled to the local park, 
where onlookers heard a brief presentation on the history 
of the town’s name. The torch rode on horseback to a 
ceremony at the Culver Academies’ Rowing Center before 
boarding a boat on Lake Maxinkuckee for a sunset cruise.

Photos, documents and artifacts are preserved at the 
Marshall County Historical Society & Museum. The 
Bremen Bison-tennial bison is displayed at the town’s 
History Center.

The eight-person Bicentennial Committee was assisted by 
25 volunteers. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Marshall County, visit indiana2016.org.

Bremen’s Bison-tennial bison stands 
guard at the Bremen Town Hall.
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MARTIN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Marie Hawkins
County Seat: Shoals
Year Organized: 1820
Square Miles: 335.74
Population in 2010: 10,330
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 5

Bicentennial activities in Martin County, home of Naval 
Surface Warfare Center Crane Division, the third largest 
Navy installation in the world, “brought the people from 
two towns together in one big celebration,” reported 
Bicentennial Coordinator Marie Hawkins. 

“Bison Bill,” Martin County’s Bison-tennial bison, 
“showed how a county can come together,” she said. “We 
were one on this project.” The statue was awarded the 
“People’s Choice” award at the Indiana State Fair, receiving 
votes from former Martin County residents living around 
the world and local soldiers sending in ballots from their 
stations in Iraq, Afghanistan and France. Former Martin 
County resident Debbie Patton donated 110 hours of work 
to paint the sculpture, which highlights various aspects of 
the county’s history and landscape. 

Three annual Martin County events became bicentennial 
celebrations in 2016 and were recognized as Endorsed 
Legacy Projects.

The town of Loogootee’s annual Christmas Stroll and 
Festival of Lights Parade focused on the theme “Christmas 
200 Years Ago.” Businesses extended their hours for holiday 
shopping season and residents set up booths offering crafts 
and homemade foods. The event featured a community 
favorite, a lighted evening Christmas parade. 

The 2016 Loogootee Summerfest and Parade also 
featured a bicentennial theme. Sponsored by the City of 
Loogootee Summerfest Committee, the event honored local 
nonagenarians for their community contributions.

The Shoals Lions Club hosted the annual Shoals Catfish 
Festival, an annual Fourth of July event in the town of 
Shoals since 1985.

Another Legacy Project focused on education. Indiana’s 
Historic Pathways hosted a workshop for elementary-school 
teachers to help them create innovative ways to tell the 
story of early migration, settlement and transportation 
history in southern Indiana. Attendees received a box of 
items representing the history of communities along the 
byway to use in hands-on lessons with students. 

Martin County was featured on Sept. 13, 2016, Day 
4 of the Bicentennial Torch Relay. Thirty torchbearers 
represented the county, with torchbearer Rich Klusner 
picking up the torch at the Bern City Gate. County 
Commissioner Paul George closed the Martin County 
portion by reading a proclamation highlighting the Torch 
Relay and Hoosier Homecoming celebration. 

Hawkins said the Torch Relay finale was a highlight. 

“People lined the streets to watch and cheer the runners on 
and hear the speeches. After it was over, the bicentennial 
representatives from Indy joined with all the locals and 
went for supper at the local Bo-Macs Drive In, one of the 
last car-hop restaurants.”

Information related to the bicentennial will be archived at 
the county museum, as well as at the courthouse. A nine-
person Bicentennial Committee coordinated the events and 
activities, with 60 volunteers assisting. The dollar amount 
both raised and spent totaled $14,321.47. Estimated total 
attendance was 500.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Martin County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Martin County Bicentennial Committee held a balloon release 
party to welcome the county’s Bison-tennial bison, “Bison Bill,” back 
to his home in Shoals after an award-winning trip to the Indiana State 
Fair. The 25 balloons included cards asking the finders to return them 
to receive a pin naming them “bicentennial ambassadors.” 

Photo credit: Marie B. Hawkins
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MIAMI COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Vicki Draper
County Seat: Peru
Year Organized: 1832
Square Miles: 373.84
Population in 2010: 36,903
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 21 – 16 Legacy,  
5 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Miami County, home of the state’s Miami tribe, the Peru 
Circus and the renowned composer Cole Porter, celebrated 
these and other aspects of the county’s history during 
Indiana’s 200th year.

County Coordinator Vicki Draper said accomplishments 
included the introduction of new events that proved so 
successful they will be continued in future years. The 
38-member Miami County Bicentennial Celebration 
Committee was heartened by strong support from donors 
and 90 volunteers. Nearly 4,000 attended the bicentennial 
events, and Draper said celebration planning efforts 
uncovered “a key group of citizens” interested in becoming 
involved in future activities. 

The “Living History at Mount Hope Cemetery” Legacy 
Project, sponsored by the bicentennial committee, 
attracted a large crowd. Local actors and circus performers 
portrayed Peru’s founding fathers, a famous circus clown, 
a well-known aerialist and native son Cole Porter in the 
performance at Peru’s largest cemetery.

The committee organized three other bicentennial 
events. The “Celebration of the Indiana Bicentennial Black-
Tie Gala,” held at McClure’s Orchard on Sept. 10, 2016, 
included a menu of Indiana food, jazz and dancing along 
with a talk by County Historian Kreig Adkins. On May 14, 
2016, “Art at the Historic Roberts House” offered more than 
100 guests the opportunity to view and purchase artwork 
featuring historic Miami County sites in a building opened 
to the public for the first time since the 1940s. 

The committee also sponsored History Day on the 
Courthouse Square on Oct. 1, 2016, to fire up the 
community for the Bicentennial Torch Relay’s trip through 
the county. The Peru Public Library offered family 
activities; the event also featured Miami Nation drum 
dancing, Peru Youth Circus performers, Cole Porter’s 
favorite fudge and historic reenactors. 

The Miami Nation of Indiana sponsored the Legacy 
Project “A Day at Seven Pillars,” demonstrating native arts 
and crafts, food preparation, wigwam construction, flint 
napping, drumming, singing and dancing. Tribal dignitaries 
were hand to answer questions and share stories of the 
Nation’s history. 

In July 2016, “America’s Own Circus Spectacular” 
featured 200 trapeze, high-wire and trampoline artists, 
jugglers and clowns—all Miami County youth between 
the ages of seven and 21. The annual event was capped by 

the Circus City Festival Parade, one of only two traditional 
circus parades in the country. The 2016 parade featured a 
bicentennial-themed unit.

In an Art in the Park project, Kevin Alan McKelvey led 
creative hikes at Mississinewa Lake, Salamonie State Forest, 
and Mounds, Ouabache and Prophetstown State Parks. The 
events included workshops enabling participants to create 
poetry, myths, drawings and other art forms based on each 
area’s natural landscape. 

The Miami County Historical Society sponsored its 
annual Cole Porter Festival, which included a musical 
review, the showing of a classic Cole Porter movie, a 
Progressive Porter dinner and a black-tie event. The 
festival also included “Music at the Museum,” where local 
musicians played Cole Porter tunes, and bus tours to local 
Porter-related sites.

A crowd of about 1,000 turned out for the 17th annual 
Richard Quigley Memorial Jazz Festival, established to 
honor the memory of the renowned tenor saxophonist and 
Peru native. The event featured musicians from Miami and 
surrounding counties performing jazz tunes by Indiana 
composers. 

The Howard-Miami Heritage Society dedicated 
Waupecong’s Lost Cemetery on Oct. 15, 2016, celebrating 
the lives of the area’s first settlers, who arrived in the 1840s.

The city of Peru undertook a project to preserve city 
record books, including some that were more than 150 
years old. Included in the collection were original log books 
from the mayor’s office and the common council, as well as 
the original city plat book. 

Several Bicentennial Nature Trust projects added to the 
county’s trail system and protected forest and wetlands. 
The Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry 
acquired 423 acres in the Miami Forest, subject to a life-
estate. The property includes upland hardwood forest and 
retired agricultural fields replanted with trees. ACRES 
Land Trust purchased 140 acres near Chili that contain 
Flowers Creek and Eel River frontage. The Nickel Plate 
Trail acquired two properties that will extend the trail by 
more than seven miles. The 65-acre and 35-acre parcels will 
help connect the Nickel Plate with the Cardinal Greenway, 
Indiana’s longest rail trails.

The Grissom Air Museum sponsored the Warbird 
Cruise-In, a family event highlighting the 25 aircraft in its 
“Air Park” along with classic automobiles. It also sponsored 
its annual Armed Forces Day, bringing families and 
friends together to honor the service of former and current 
military men and women. The Miami County Chamber 
of Commerce celebrated its 100th anniversary during the 
state’s bicentennial year with a Community and Business 
Celebration Dinner held at Grissom Aeroplex.

On Day 24 of its journey, the first of 20 torchbearers 
on the relay’s Miami County route started the journey 
on the Nickel Plate Trail. The torch made its way to Peru, 
where the high school’s marching band entertained on 
the Courthouse Square. In honor of the county’s circus 
heritage, the torch rode on a unicycle and an antique circus 
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wagon from Peru’s International Circus Hall of Fame. The 
county’s native heritage was commemorated by torchbearer 
Brian Buchanan, Chief of Miami Nation of Indiana. “The 
torch—to myself and I believe I speak for many Miami—is a 
form of unity for the state and the relationship to the tribe,” 
he said.

Mementos are archived at the Miami County Museum. 
The committee raised and spent approximately $20,000.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Miami County, visit indiana2016.org.

The youth performers in Peru’s “America’s Own Circus Spectacular” 
paid special tribute to the bicentennial.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission



MONROE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Laura Newton
County Seat: Bloomington
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 394.51
Population in 2010: 138,522
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 39 - 31 Legacy,  
8 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Ivy Tech Community College-Bloomington and the Monroe County 
United Way teamed up to decorate “Buddy Bison,” the county’s Bison-
tennial statue, with school colors.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

A wide variety of nature conservation, historical 
and educational activities marked Monroe County’s 
bicentennial celebration. County Coordinator Laura 
Newton said a highlight was the ceremony honoring 
torchbearers at the County Courthouse in Bloomington 
following the Monroe County leg of the Bicentennial  
Torch Relay. 

Thanks to the Bicentennial Nature Trust and Sycamore 
Land Trust, future generations will be the beneficiaries 
of the Beanblossom Creek Conservation Area established 
in Monroe County. The corridor, which runs from Lake 
Lemon westward to the creek’s terminus at the White 
River near Gosport, connects two state-dedicated nature 
preserves, national wildlife refuge property and state 
forest land. The floodplain along the creek is habitat to 10 
threatened or endangered species.

The Sycamore Land Trust acquired 14 acres in two 
parcels as an addition to the Amy Weingartner Branigin 
Peninsula Preserve on Lake Monroe. The property includes 
a quarter-mile of shoreline and is critical to completing 
protection of the peninsula. The Trust also purchased 27 
acres adjacent to Beanblossom Bottoms State Dedicated 
Nature Preserve, protecting habitat for several threatened 
species including the federally endangered Indiana bat 
and the northern long-eared bat. The Beanblossom Creek 
Conservation Area was a BNT project led by Sycamore.

The Trust also acquired two parcels totaling 95 acres of 
forest adjoining Morgan-Monroe State Forest, two tracts 

adding 61 acres to the Scarlet Oak Woods Preserve, and a 
35-acre wooded peninsula extending into Lake Monroe  
that provides habitat for bald eagles and other species  
of concern. 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division 
of Forestry purchased 121.1 acres of upland forest land 
between Morgan-Monroe State Forest and Monroe 
Reservoir, and The Nature Conservancy acquired 32 acres 
in Monroe County to expand its Cedar Bluffs Project 
Area. Monroe County Parks and Recreation joined the 
Bicentennial Nature Network, a statewide nature-center 
coalition. 

Visit Bloomington created the Limestone Heritage 
Trail, a month-long celebration of limestone in Monroe 
and Lawrence counties. The Limestone Heritage Resource 
Project, a multi-year educational outreach initiative, 
highlighted the region’s geological history. The project was 
spearheaded by the Board of Review and partners including 
the Monroe County History Center and a Ball State 
University curriculum-writing class. A website included 
educational materials and links to historical resources. In a 
September 2016 Art in the Park program, artist Amy Brier 
and colleagues demonstrated the art of carving by creating 
a roliquery, a limestone ball that leaves an impression when 
rolled in sand. 

WTIU Public Broadcasting produced “Along the River,” 
a one-hour documentary about the Wabash River, one of 
the longest in the nation. WTIU also produced segments 
highlighting Indiana artists as part of its program “The 
Weekly Special.” WFIU Public Radio aired “A Moment of 
Indiana History,” a weekly, two-minute radio program, with 
research support from the staff of the Indiana Magazine 
of History, published at Indiana University. The magazine 
published a December 2016 bicentennial issue that included 
four articles based upon papers delivered at the “Hoosier 
Women at Work” conference held in March 2016 at IUPUI. 
Topics included a history of wage-earning Indiana women, 
the life and work of Indianapolis philanthropist and social 
reformer Evaline Holliday and the training of African-
American nurses in Indianapolis. 

Bloomington’s Cardinal Stage Company commissioned a 
script exploring the life and music of Indiana native artist 
Hoagy Carmichael. In the fall of 2016, the play debuted 
as part of the company’s 2016-2017 “Our Town” 10th 
anniversary season.

An original play, “Resilience: Indiana’s Untold Story,” 
premiered at the Ivy Tech Community College John 
Waldron Arts Auditorium in Bloomington in October 2016. 
The multi-media production told the stories of Indiana’s 
African-American men and women who made significant 
contributions to Indiana’s history. A related DVD and 
classroom materials were distributed to Monroe County 
Community Schools.

During the 23rd annual Lotus World Music and Arts 
Festival in September 2016, the Lotus Education and Arts 
Foundation honored the memory of Quinten “Lotus” 
Dickey, who helped to preserve southern Indiana’s 
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traditional song and fiddle music.
Friends of T.C. Steele sponsored a three-day art and 

education program on the famed Hoosier artist, who also 
was Indiana University’s first artist-in-residence.

The Indiana University Art Museum sponsored 
“Becoming A State: Studies for Cultural Panel 3 (Frontier 
Life) in Thomas Hart Benton’s Indiana Murals.” The exhibit 
featured preparatory drawings for Benton’s 1933 mural 
tracing the social history of Indiana for the Century of 
Progress International Exposition in Chicago. Historian 
Dr. James Madison presented a related talk, “The Beauty of 
Indiana’s Constitutional Elm.” The museum also featured 
an exhibition of works by sculptors Robert Laurent, David 
Smith, George Rickey, David Hayes, Alexander Calder, 
Isamu Noguchi and William Wiley. All either were born in 
Indiana or worked or studied in the state.

In “Mapping Indiana History,” a 2016 exhibit at 
Bloomington’s Wylie House Museum, enlarged copies of 
historic maps illustrated the state’s evolution. 

The Monroe County Saddle Club sponsored a ride from 
Indiana’s first State Capitol in Corydon to the Indiana 
Statehouse. Equestrian riders, wagons and carriages took 
part in the ride.

The Monroe County History Center sponsored 
bicentennial history tours to the George Rogers Clark 
National Historic Park, Corydon Capitol State Historic 
Site and the Indiana Statehouse. It also published a 2016 
Cemetery Calendar highlighting the lives of prominent 
residents buried in the county. 

Indiana University Press released “Undeniably Indiana,” a 
crowd-sourced book with offbeat, interesting and unusual 
facts and stories celebrating the Hoosier state. 

The Indiana University and Purdue University 
Departments of History collaborated with their 
counterparts in Illinois to produce “From Old Northwest 
Territory to New Entrepreneurial State: Indiana and Illinois 
across Two Centuries of Historical Reflection and Global 
Change.” 

Monroe County Historic Preservation Board of Review 
facilitated the Community Signage Project, a public-
private initiative to provide place-name signage to raise the 
visibility of the county’s historic communities. 

The Monroe County History Center’s Gayle Cook 
Junior Historian Summer Camps brought Indiana history, 
genealogy and art to life for children ages six to 12. Each 
week’s activities culminated in a mini-museum project and 
field trip to the Indiana State Museum.

The online Monroe County Timeline highlighted the 
county’s historically significant and curiously interesting 
events. Created by Monroe County Public Library, Monroe 
County History Center and IU’s Office of Archives and 
Records Management, the timeline serves as both a finding 
aid and digital collection of bicentennial initiatives. 

The 54th Monroe County Fall Festival in September 
2016, offered historic, environmental and scientific 
presentations and hands-on learning experiences. The 
event was capped by a parade. The Monroe County 

Historical Society staffed a booth at the Monroe County 
Fair highlighting county history and encouraging visits to 
historic sites.

The Kiwanis Club of South Central Indiana placed the 
state flag on all hot-air balloons launching from the 2016 
Indiana Balloon Fest. The organization also hosted a booth 
with historical information about the state’s flag and a 
bicentennial birthday party. 

On Day 10 of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, 
Sept. 20, 2016, the Monroe County leg of the relay began 
in Ellettsville. The torch passed by the entrance of the 
Limestone Trail, Cook Medical and the 9/11 memorial on 
the Ivy Tech Community College campus. It headed into 
Bloomington and through the Indiana University campus. 
It made its way in a vintage fire truck to a celebration 
on Courthouse Square, where Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission Co-chair Lee Hamilton, a Monroe County 
resident, told the crowd, “The torch lights our path to a 
better future, building upon the glorious past.”

Fifty volunteers assisted with bicentennial planning 
efforts. Committee expenses totaled approximately $5,000. 
Bicentennial-related documents and memorabilia are stored 
at the Monroe County History Center. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Monroe County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay passed through the gates of 
Bybee Stone on Sept. 20, 2016, honoring the county’s rich limestone 
heritage.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay
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MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Heather Shirk
County Seat: Crawfordsville
Year Organized: 1823
Square Miles: 504.61
Population in 2010: 38,124
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 23 - 21 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

County Coordinator Heather Shirk said the key 
accomplishment of Montgomery County’s 10-member 
Bicentennial Committee and 50 volunteers was hosting 
a successful celebration at the Montgomery County 
Courthouse before the start of the Bicentennial Torch 
Relay on Oct. 13, 2016. “Our county’s celebration brought 
together every fourth-grader,” she said. Each was given a 
foam torch to commemorate the event. “To help get the 
celebration hopping, we had the Southmont High School 
Royal Mountie Marching Band and the Crawfordsville High 
School Band,” said Shirk. The Crawfordsville High School 
Choir sang the National Anthem, the Hoover Elementary 
Honor Choir performed “Indiana, That’s Where I Belong,” 
and the Crawfordsville High School Pride squad danced to 
Michael Jackson’s “Going Back to Indiana.” 

Following the program, the Southmont High School 
band led Crawfordsville Mayor Todd Barton to the 
Crawfordsville Fire Department ladder truck, where he 
began the relay. 

The Crawfordsville District Public Library housed 
“Monte the Bison,” painted by local artist Mike Bowman 
with handprints added by children. Athens Arts featured 
several smaller bison painted by local artists at various 
county locations.

Shirk said the project that “really helped define the 
Montgomery County Bicentennial Celebration was Harvest 
Hoopla.” The Sept. 24, 2016, event at Crawfordsville’s 
new Pike Place market offered the opportunity to share 
bicentennial information. Visitors also learned about the 
Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce’s plans to 
create a custom-made stainless steel 100-year time capsule 
to be buried on the courthouse grounds. “Ultimately, it was 
a way to celebrate our community. It brought hundreds of 
people out to enjoy the celebration,” said Shirk. 

The bicentennial year brought a successful 
reconstruction of the Montgomery County Courthouse 
clock tower in Crawfordsville. The original tower was 
removed in 1941 and the bell melted down to support the 
war effort. The project was sponsored by the Montgomery 
County Historical Society, Inc. The Historical Society 
sponsored many other bicentennial Legacy Projects, 
including the Bicentennial Harvest Moon Ball on Oct. 
8, 2016, at Crawfordsville’s historic Masonic Temple; a 
summer Bicentennial Museum Camp for nine- to 12-year-

olds; and Jane Kessler Essay Contest for fourth-graders on 
the topic “The Importance of Indiana’s Bicentennial.”

The Lew Wallace Study and Museum hosted a 
Bicentennial Tea Party and style show at the Elston Home 
on Dec. 2, 2016. The historic Strawberry Festival on the 
Lane Place Grounds in Crawfordsville, first held in 1878, 
also highlighted the state’s 200th birthday.

The Crawfordsville Civic Band, which entertains 
throughout the summer, performed a piece composed by 
one of its members in honor of the bicentennial, along with 
traditional Indiana favorites, during its Sunday afternoon 
concerts in 2016. 

The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall visited 
Crawfordsville during the bicentennial year thanks to 
Byron Cox Post 72 of the American Legion. It was the 
only stop in Indiana in 2016 for the scale-model of the 
Washington, DC monument.

The Crawfordsville Parks and Recreation Department 
celebrated “Bike-Centennial” with the installation of seven 
bicycle racks in downtown Crawfordsville, the first step in 
its implementation of the City of Crawfordsville Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan.

Thanks to the Bicentennial Nature Trust, 359 acres 
were added to Shades State Park. The tract acquired by the 
Department of Natural Resources Division of State Parks 
and Reservoirs includes hardwood forest and the northern 
portion of two ravines. In addition, the DNR Division 
of Nature Preserves acquired an 87-acre addition to the 
Spring Creek Seeps Nature Preserve that protects a wetland 
complex considered critical to the viability of the preserve.

Two Art in the Park projects at Shades State Park offered 
hikers and campers the opportunity to participate in 
theatre and art projects.

The Bicentennial Committee received a $1,000 grant 
from the Montgomery County Community Foundation to 
support $1,165 in expenses. Bicentennial memorabilia and 
the torch are housed at the Carnegie Museum. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Montgomery County, visit indiana2016.org.

Montgomery County 
fourth-graders turned 
out in force, along 
with their foam 
torches, as the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch 
Relay traveled through 
their county on Oct. 
13, 2016.

Photo credit: Bre 
Daugherty, Ball State 
University
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MORGAN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: David Reddick
County Seat: Martinsville
Year Organized: 1822
Square Miles: 403.97
Population in 2010: 69,111
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 13

Morgan County holds a unique place in Indiana history. 
Mooresville native Paul Hadley designed the state flag 
in 1916 as part of the Indiana’s centennial celebration, 
and his county honored his accomplishment during the 
bicentennial. 

“I am very proud of the state historical marker that 
we had erected in downtown Mooresville celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the state flag,” said County 
Coordinator David Reddick. “It is part of the new Paul 
Hadley Bicentennial Park, which was a Legacy Project.” 
The Mooresville Redevelopment Commission spurred the 
development of the multipurpose urban park. The Hadley 
memorial includes a modified version of the state flag torch 
and a limestone outline of the State of Indiana. The park 
also includes a spray plaza, open lawns for events, a covered 
stage area and a time capsule.

The Redevelopment Commission also spearheaded 
construction of the State Road 67 and Indiana Street 
Gateway in Mooresville. The 60-foot-tall obelisk references 
the torch on the state flag with a 9.5-foot-tall illuminated 
flame and perforated metal inset. It is visible from 
downtown Mooresville, as well as from the highway.

The Mooresville Public Library hosted “Celebrate 
Mooresville Heritage,” a series of lectures showcasing 
famous native sons, including Paul Hadley, founding father 
Samuel Moore and Congressional Medal of Honor recipient 
Sammy Lee Davis. 

In May 2016, Martinsville celebrated its own native son, 
John Wooden, with a series of middle-school presentations 
and a public lecture by Barbara Olenyik Morrow, author of 
“Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden.” 

Morgan County Parks and Recreation dedicated Waverly 
Park on Sept. 24, 2016. Located along the White River, 
the historic site includes remains of a church, bank and 
blacksmith shop. Plans include rebuilding the Waverly 
Covered Bridge that burned down in the early 1900s. 

For the bicentennial, three Indiana-themed categories 
were added to the annual Tri Kappa Art Show, which 
celebrated its 65th anniversary in May 2016 and featured 
the work of more than 1,000 students in grades four 
through 12. Resident artists and volunteers at Art 
Sanctuary in Martinsville introduced an inaugural event 
featuring works by adult and youth artists that depicted 
images of Morgan County. 

Another first-time event, the Flag Town 5K Run and 
Walk, was launched on the streets of Mooresville. The 

September 2016 race was sponsored by the Lambda Nu 
Mooresville Chapter of Delta Theta Tau.

The 57th annual Morgan County Fall Foliage Festival 
carried the bicentennial theme. The four-day event featured 
a street carnival, food and craft vendors, entertainment, 
contests and a 5K run, and ended with a parade.

To celebrate Indiana’s 200th year, the Hoosier Hikers 
Council (HHC) challenged hikers to hike 200 miles on 
hiking trails throughout central and southern Indiana. 
Those who completed at least 10 of the more than 50 trails 
listed on the HHC website received an Indiana Bicentennial 
Hikers patch and certificate. 

For its Bicentennial Arbor Day Celebration, the Morgan 
County Soil and Water Conservation District sponsored 
tree-seedling giveaways and planting events. 

The Morgan County Bicentennial Celebration 
Committee created the Morgan County Bicentennial 
Digital Anthology Project to capture current and former 
residents’ memories of people and events. They were invited 
to submit stories, biographies, poems and photographs to 
be preserved in county libraries and the State Archives. 

“Probably the most memorable moment was the Torch 
Relay coming through the county on September 23 and 
going off without a hitch,” said Reddick. More than 1,000 
people gathered to watch 17 torchbearers carry the torch on 
Day 13 of the event. Students at Mooresville High School 
celebrated with a pep rally on the football field, where they 
waved towels bearing Hadley’s Indiana flag. In downtown 
Mooresville, the streets were filled with people waving 
Hadley towels and miniature flags. The torch was carried 
in a vintage wagon through downtown Martinsville to the 
county courthouse, where a brief ceremony took place. 
It is displayed in the lobby of the county Administration 
Building in Martinsville.

Events were promoted on the “Morgan County 
Bicentennial Celebration” Facebook page. 

Twenty volunteers served on the Bicentennial Committee, 
which raised more than $10,000 to purchase giant timeline 
maps for every school in the county. Expenses totaled 
approximately $15,000.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Morgan County, visit indiana2016.org.

A bicentennial obelisk 
sponsored by the 
Mooresville Redevelopment 
Commission is visible from 
State Road 67. 

Photo credit: René Stanley, 
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission
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NEWTON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Larry and Becky 
Lyons, Barrie Murphy and Kyle Conrad
County Seat: Kentland
Year Organized: 1857
Square Miles: 401.76
Population in 2010: 14,262
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 3

Newton County bicentennial festivities highlighted 
several historic aspects of Indiana’s youngest county. 

A key accomplishment of Newton County’s celebration 
was that more than 3,500 people, including all fourth-
graders in the county, came out to witness the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay pass through on Oct. 11, 2016. 

Bicentennial Coordinators Becky and Larry Lyons 
said, “Our 20 torchbearers were chosen because of their 
outstanding volunteerism in our county.” The torch started 
its travel at Fair Oaks Farms, then 
traveled to both North and South 
Newton High Schools, where 
students in kindergarten through 
grade 12 had gathered to watch the 
torch pass by. From there it went to 
Kentland, where it traveled around 
the courthouse in a Model T Ford 
and an antique tractor. 

Larry Lyons made a presentation 
at the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission meeting in September 
2015, where he announced that 
the county’s first Legacy Project 
recently had been endorsed. County 
Coordinator Barrie Murphy reported 
that the project, Newton County 
Historical Society’s open house 
at Hazelden, the home of George 
Ade, was a highlight of the county’s 
celebration. The event at the house, 
which is rarely open to the public, 
attracted more than 150 visitors, 
many from out of town. Ade was a 
newspaper columnist, humorist and 
prolific playwright, and is also the 
“Ade” on Purdue University’s Ross-
Ade football stadium.

Nearly 100 people visited the 
renovated Wash-O-Quois Museum 
in Brook, where items from Iroquois 

and Washington Townships are displayed. Later that 
evening a large crowd attended the annual Brook Fish Fry. 

The Nature Conservancy established a bison herd in the 
restored prairie at the Kankakee Sands project in Newton 
County in November 2016. The public was invited to see 
the herd in its natural habitat and learn about the history 
and importance of bison to Indiana.

Newton County’s bicentennial torch and related 
information are housed at the Historical Society Resource 
Center in Kentland, with several items also in the  
Brook Museum.

Events were publicized in county newspapers and on the 
Newton County GenWeb website. Thirty volunteers took 
part in the Newton County bicentennial event planning, 
with total attendance estimated at 4,000. The committee’s 
expenses totaled $500. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Newton County, visit indiana2016.org.

An antique John Deere tractor was among 
the conveyances that carried the Indiana 
bicentennial torch through the agricultural 
communities of Newton County.

Photo credit: Bre Daugherty, Ball State University
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NOBLE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Sheryl Prentice 
and David Ober
County Seat: Albion
Year Organized: 1836
Square Miles: 410.84
Population in 2010: 47,475
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 23 – 20 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Noble County went “all in” for the state’s bicentennial. 
Among its accomplishments were sponsoring an Indiana 
Humanities ALL-IN Block Party in Albion on June 25, 2016 
with 70 community partners and hundreds of volunteers, 
and creating 13 bison statutes for the Bison-tennial public 
art project. 

The Noble County Bicentennial Mural, painted by a 
local college art student on the Economic Development 
Corporation building in downtown Albion, was unveiled 
before a large crowd. The Albion S.T.A.R. community 
revitalization team commissioned the mural, which 
features significant people, places, events and attractions in 
the county. 

Gene Stratton-Porter State Historic Site sponsored 
eight Legacy Projects relating to nature or to the famous 
author’s cabin at Wildflower Woods. Other projects 
included the Kendallville Apple Festival and Stone’s Trace 
Pioneer Festival, historical books by local authors and the 
Tombstone Trail guide book, telling the stories of people 
connected to local and state history who are buried in the 
county’s historic cemeteries. 

“Each project truly reflects the history and common 
experience that binds the county together,” said County Co-
coordinator Sheryl Prentice.

In an Art in the Park project, Jerrod Tobias served as 
artist-in-residence at Chain O’Lakes State Park from April 
18-22, 2016, where he set up a mobile studio and conducted 
a public painting workshop.

Gene Stratton-Porter Memorial Society 
published “A Taste of Wildflower Woods” 
cookbook, and 50 attended its sold-out 
Gene Stratton-Porter Bicentennial Tea, 
which included a guided tour of the author’s 
cabin and its newly restored kitchen. Other 
Legacy Projects included the Gene Stratton-
Porter Environmental Resource Center, a 
destination for those who want to learn more 
about birds, plants, insects and archaeology, 

and the Wildlife Viewing Area near the Visitor’s Center. 
Ninety-nine acres were restored to native wetlands and 
prairie grasslands at the State Historic Site, resulting in the 
return of dozens of species of birds. 

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust Project, the Loon Lake 
Property Owners Association purchased approximately 
seven acres that will help to preserve wetlands along the 
shoreline of Loon Lake, which straddles both Noble and 
Whitley Counties. Noble Trails, Inc. proposed the purchase 
of portions of the former Grand Rapids and Indiana 
railroad corridor to be developed as the Fishing Line Trail, a 
multipurpose trail between Kendallville and Rome City.

The book “R is for Rome City” told the story of life 
100 years ago in the quaint town. Children in grade K-12 
painted the windows of downtown Rome City businesses 
in the “Paint the Town Proud Window Painting Contest,” 
sponsored by the non-profit organization Advance Rome 
City. An osprey nesting platform was constructed at the 
town’s Sylvan Lake to promote the return of the native 
species to the area.

In the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay’s trip through the 
county on Sept. 29, 2016, 21 torchbearers carried the flame 
for 47 miles. International Special Olympics gold medalist 
Elaine Moser was the first torchbearer. The torch traveled 
through Wawaka on a vintage Oliver tractor pulling 
“Noble,” the county’s Bison-tennial bison, then through 
Kendallville, Skinner Lake and Albion before arriving at 
Chain O’Lakes State Park. Ninety-six-year-old Pearl Harbor 
survivor Jack Garrett carried the torch in a restored 1928 
Rome City fire truck, passing it off to fellow nonagenarian 
Robert Tippman at the Whitley County line. 

Events were promoted on the Visit Noble County website, 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages. Memorabilia are 
archived at the Noble County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. An estimated $31,000 was raised to support the 
bicentennial events. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Noble County, visit indiana2016.org.

Noble County was the home of 13 Bison-tennial bison—
eight large and five small. “Roman,” sponsored by the 
Rome City Chamber of Commerce, stands in a rowboat 
representing the town’s Sylvan Lake.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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OHIO COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Deedee Brown and 
Cliff Thies
County Seat: Rising Sun
Year Organized: 1844
Square Miles: 87.43
Population in 2010: 6,110
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6

 As the Bicentennial Torch Relay made its way through Ohio County on 
Sept. 18, 2016, children in Rising Sun gathered along Front Street to 
see the torch pass by. 

Photo credit: Jodie Kendricks

Ohio County, the state’s smallest in both population 
and size, also was among the last counties to be created in 
Indiana. However, the historic city of Rising Sun predates 
the county’s creation, having been settled two years 
before Indiana gained statehood. The city paid tribute 
to its heritage in an Endorsed Legacy Project called the 
Heritage Walkway. Running along the Ohio River, the paved 
walkway takes visitors on an educational journey through 
time. Granite historical markers and bricks tell the story of 
Indiana’s past and Rising Sun’s place in the development of 
the Northwest Territory. 

The Ohio County Historical Society’s Legacy Project, 
“The Evolution of Ohio County Indiana,” was created to 
educate the public about how and when the county became 
the smallest in the state. The Society created a binder 
outlining its history, including maps and diagrams that 
illustrate the flux of territory lines between 1783 and 1877.

Rising Sun/Ohio County Tourism sponsored a 
postcard contest to highlight Ohio County scenes 
and landmarks. Residents and non-residents age 13 and 
above were invited to submit photographs taken in Ohio 
County. The winners received a cash award and their work 
was featured on promotional postcards and a billboard 
representing Rising Sun and Ohio County. Entries were 
displayed at the Pendleton Art Center in Rising Sun on Oct. 
7-8, 2016.

Another competition and exhibit at the Pendleton Art 
Center highlighted the photography skills of Rising Sun 
High School’s art students. Award categories included 
Best of Show, Mayor’s Choice, Bicentennial Award, Best of 
Landscapes, and Best of Still Life. 

The Friends of the Rising Sun Cemeteries, along with 
the Rising Sun Mayor and City Council, sponsored the 
installation of two stone monuments identifying the 
outlines of the city’s two oldest cemeteries, previously 
thought to be one large graveyard. The Union and Cedar 
Hedge cemeteries date to 1814 and 1863, respectively. 

Rising Sun Main Street gave a nod to the bicentennial 
with the theme it selected for the 2016 Navy Bean Festival 
Princess Pageant. Ohio County girls aged 7 to 9 were 
invited to participate in the contest, titled “Celebrating Our 
Indiana Legacy.” Contestants wrote a short essay on the 
subject “Why I Love Indiana,” which they read on stage.

Ohio County was second on the agenda on Day 8 of 
the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay. On Sept. 18, 2016, 
the torch started its county travels on State Road 56, 
where torchbearers passed by as crowds cheered. About 
800 spectators were on hand for the Torch Relay’s travels 
through the county. 

Bicentennial County Coordinators Deedee Brown and 
Cliff Thies said the Torch Relay “rekindled community 
pride.” They designed the relay route to highlight 
accomplishments and family history of Ohio County 
torchbearers. “For example, the Huston family (one of the 
first families in Ohio County, circa 1790s) was represented 
by descendants, with their leg of the relay passing the area 
on the Ohio River where their ancestors had landed in a 
flatboat. We made the event personal and meaningful to not 
only the torchbearer, but for the community as a whole.”

Following the relay, about 350 took part in a 200th 
birthday celebration at the Ohio County Historical Society, 
which included a brief presentation and a hot-dog cookout. 

A committee of eight volunteers participated, and no 
expenses were incurred because all supplies were donated. 
Events were publicized on the Ohio County Museum 
Facebook page and in local newspapers. Artifacts are 
archived at the Ohio County Historical Society & Museum 
in Rising Sun, where a permanent display honors the 
bicentennial. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Ohio County, visit indiana2016.org.
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ORANGE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Imojean Dedrick
County Seat: Paoli
Year Organized: 1816
Square Miles: 398.39
Population in 2010: 19,818
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 10 – 9 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Orleans, the oldest city in Orange County, celebrated 
its 200th birthday in 2015. The county itself, along with 
the town of Paoli, were organized in 1816, the same year 
Indiana became a state. 

Bicentennial Coordinator Imojean Dedrick pointed to 
the creation of two Bicentennial Parks and a Bicentennial 
Nature Trust project in the county, providing “each 
community green spaces that will serve our residents well 
into the future.” 

A project by the Orange County Community Foundation 
restored historic Sulphur Well Park in Orleans as a 
Bicentennial Park. The revamped park includes a shelter 
house, trail, updated playground and historical marker. A 
Bicentennial Park also now graces downtown Paoli, made 
possible by a donation of vacant land to the city by Hoosier 
Uplands EDC, which rebuilt a portion of the town square 
after a 2010 fire. In a Bicentennial Nature Trust project, the 
town of French Lick acquired 68 forested acres to create a 
public park with hiking and mountain biking trails. 

The 21-member Orange County Bicentennial Committee 
hosted nine township gatherings in the summer of 2016 as 
part of a bicentennial-themed series called “Slices of Orange 
County.” Residents were invited to return to the part of the 
county where they were raised and reunite with old friends. 
“It was a day for each to celebrate fellowship and gave many 
people an opportunity to return home to celebrate the 
bicentennial of our county and our state, said Dedrick. In 
addition, the high school bands of the county’s three school 
corporations joined together for a community concert 
celebrating the music of Indiana. 

The Orange County Community Foundation produced 
“A Town Born of Victory,” a video tracing the 200 years of 
the town of Orleans from its beginnings in 1815. Saving 
Historic Orange County presented “Barns of Orange 
County,” which honored the area’s agrarian heritage and its 
historic barns. Student artists from local high schools drew 
pictures of more than 80 barns, providing a permanent 
record of the structures. A slide show of barn photos and a 
touring map also were part of the project.

First Chance Center’s adults with disabilities also studied 
Orange County and Indiana history in 2016. They took 
field trips to photograph local landmarks and created a 
bicentennial coloring book as a culminating project. The 
Orange County Historical Society created a Bicentennial 
Photo Album, a survey of Orange County history from 1836 
to 1966. 

The Melton Public Library sponsored “Celebrate our 
Hoosier State,” a series of historic programs and events held 
at the library and the French Lick West Baden Museum. 

The town of Orleans launched a Legacy Project to restore 
the town’s original 1926 Peter Pirsch Fire Engine for use in 
parades and at community events.

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch made its way through 
Orange County on Sept. 14, 2016—Day 5 of the relay. The 
torch began its journey in a 1929 Model A Ford, passing 
through the town of French Lick. It traveled through the 
grounds of the French Lick Resort aboard a 1927 Rolls 
Royce, a 1930 rail trolley and the resort trolley, then 
through the historic arches of West Baden Springs Hotel. 
A stagecoach drawn by six horses carried the torch to the 
Ames Chapel Cemetery and a memorial ceremony at the 
gravesite of Orange County’s only Congressional Medal of 
Honor recipient, William Wesley Kendall. Then it was on to 
Paoli, where the torch was carried in a robotic car, before its 
final stop in Orleans.

The Bicentennial Committee raised $12,500 to support 
the festivities, spending $12,524.39. The commemorative 
torch and other memorabilia are stored at the Orange 
County Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Orange County, visit indiana2016.org.

The town of Orleans restored the town’s original 1926 fire engine as a 
bicentennial Legacy Project.
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OWEN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Mark Rogers
County Seat: Spencer
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 385.29
Population in 2010: 21,582
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 20 – 14 Legacy,  
6 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“We held a variety of events across the calendar and 
across our county that involved bringing people together 
to celebrate,” said Bicentennial Coordinator Mark Rogers. 
A highlight of Owen County’s celebration was the creation 
of its Historical Flatboat Experience, which offered 
children and adults the opportunity to learn first-hand 
about this historically important means of commercial 
transportation. Visitors to Spencer’s Apple Butter Festival, 
Gosport’s Lazy Days Festival and other Owen County 
bicentennial celebrations could take a trip down White 
River on a flatboat replica. “It was a very visible project 
which focused on our legacy of life on the White River. The 
actual river trip was an adventure and brought lots of folks 
out to celebrate our river heritage,” said Rogers. The Legacy 
Project was sponsored by the Owen County Community 
Foundation and Bicentennial Committee.

The two groups also collaborated to present the “Sweet 
Owen County Bicentennial Pageant” and “Discover Owen 
County: A Geocaching Adventure.” Performances of the 
Bicentennial Pageant about the founding of the county—
first presented in 1916 as a centennial event— were held at 
McCormick’s Creek amphitheater and Spencer’s historic 
Tivoli Theatre. The Geocaching Adventure presented the 
hidden history and natural wonders of Owen County in 
a high-tech way. Participants sought 13 caches hidden 
throughout the county as they attempted to solve the puzzle 
and earn a prize. 

A daylong event at McCormick’s Creek, Indiana’s first 
state park, was the site of the kick-off of the Indiana State 
Parks Centennial Celebration on Dec. 16, 2015 (see p. 104). 
Other events included the 11th annual Arts in the Park 
festival and BBQ and Blues Festival sponsored by Friends of 
McCormick’s Creek. 

Several Art in the Park projects offered creative 
opportunities at both McCormick’s Creek and Shades 
State Parks. Arts for Learning presented “Celebrating 
Community: A Traditional American Music and Dance 
Event” at McCormick’s Creek. The Fiddle River String 
Band played old-time music as percussive dancer Tamara 
Loewenthal demonstrated a variety of dance styles, inviting 
the audience to join in the fun. Artist Sonja Staum-Kuniej 
offered special-needs adults a chance to learn about 
Indiana’s first state park and create paper-cast sculptures 
with natural objects found in the park. Sculptor Casey 
Winningham hand-carved a memorial from Indiana 
limestone in the style of 19th-century Indiana headstones. 

At Shades State Park, a group of artists camped and painted 
en plein air for six days, interacting with hikers as they 
worked and sharing their completed works at a culminating 
presentation.

The Owen County Public Library’s “Bicentennial 
Summer Reading Bash” offered events, information and 
book recommendations involving Indiana and its history. 
Weekly youth programs and a literary field trip were among 
the opportunities.

Six Owen County preservation projects became reality 
thanks to the Bicentennial Nature Trust, including a 32-
acre addition to McCormick’s Creek by the Department 
of Natural Resources Division of State Parks. The DNR 
Division of Forestry acquired 84 acres of upland hardwood 
forest to be managed as part of the Owen-Putnam State 
Forest. The Nature Conservancy acquired three areas: a 60-
acre tract featuring an entrance to Boone’s Cave, sandstone 
cliffs and upland forest along Raccoon Creek; a 40-acre 
square hugging two sides of Green’s Bluff Nature Preserve 
that will protect the cave-shed of Boone’s Cave; and 195 
acres of mesic upland forest habitat that includes one of 
only two known occurrences of mountain spleenwort fern 
in the state.

Community organizations, led by Owen County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD), partnered to create 
the MY Path Trail System to connect McCormick’s Creek 
State Park with the Family YMCA in Spencer. To facilitate 
the project, the SWCD acquired three parcels along the 
White River totaling 39 acres through a Bicentennial 
Nature Trust grant.

Day 11 of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, Sept. 21, 
2016, began at Indiana’s first state park. Five torchbearers 
carried the flame through McCormick’s Creek, then five 
others carried it aboard a wooden flat boat (pulled by a 
truck) to Cooper Commons Park in Spencer. “The arrival of 
the Torch Relay at our Courthouse Square celebration was 
a tearjerker,” said Rogers. “Each of our torchbearers came 
with their own compelling story, and the attendance by 
local schoolchildren just completed a wonderful event.”

Information and mementos are archived at the Owen 
County Heritage and Culture Center. Related items are 
stored at two county history museums. One hundred 
volunteers helped make the bicentennial events, attended by 
approximately 1,000 people, a reality. The committee raised 
$1,927 to offset expenses of $2,121.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Owen County, visit indiana2016.org.

Owen County’s 
Historical Flatboat 
Experience gave 
residents a glimpse of 
life in the early days 
of the county.

Photo credit: Owen 
County Bicentennial 
Committee

County Projects | 193



PARKE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Brad Buchanan
County Seat: Rockville
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 444.66
Population in 2010: 17,339
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 32 – 29 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Parke County, known as the “covered bridge capital of 
the world” thanks to its 31 historic bridges, celebrated 
the state’s 200th birthday by unveiling two new murals 
highlighting the people who created the iconic structures 
and helped to shape the county. The murals, titled 
“Canonizing Covered Bridge Luminaries,” were painted by 
Indiana artist Bill Wolfe and installed on the second floor 
of the Parke County Courthouse in downtown Rockville. 
The first was unveiled on Sept. 22, 2016, the day the Indiana 
Bicentennial Torch Relay passed through the county, and 
the second unveiled in November 2016. This Legacy  
Project was sponsored by the Parke County  
Bicentennial Committee.

Friends of Rockville Public Library spearheaded the 
Parke County Giant Map and Timeline Project. Students 
at Rockville and Turkey Run High Schools helped to create 
the timeline, working with teachers to choose relevant 
events in the history of Parke County. The large maps and 
timelines were designed for use by schools, classrooms and 
community organizations during the bicentennial year  
and beyond.

Nineteen annual Parke County events and festivals held 
in 2016 were designated as endorsed Bicentennial Legacy 
Projects. Among them was the Miami Indians All Nations 
Gathering in Rockville, which offered native drumming, 
singing, dancing, storytelling, crafts and food celebrating 
the tribe’s rich history and culture.

The “Indiana State Parks Centennial Launch: Countdown 
to 100” on Dec. 16, 2015, included a public ceremony 
and dinner event at Turkey Run State Park (see p. 105). 
The park’s Richard Lieber Memorial was restored for the 
celebrations. Masons disassembled the memorial, repaired 
and cleaned stones, then reconstructed it. The project was 
sponsored by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 
Division of State Parks and Reservoirs.

In another Legacy Project, Turkey Run hosted “Eagles 
in Flight Weekend,” which included viewing and learning 
about bald eagles and tours of eagle roosts and nests. 

Two Art in the Park projects took place in Parke 
County. Songwriter Jack Shannon performed original 
music, followed by a songwriting workshop, at Turkey 
Run State Park and Cecil M. Harden Lake. At Raccoon 
State Recreation Area, artist Heather Loney wrapped trees 
in crocheted handwork that was created by community 
members in collaboration with women incarcerated at 
Rockville Correctional Facility.

Mainstreet Rockville initiated The Mainstreets Across 
America Puzzle and Poster Project, asking all Mainstreet 
organizations in the state to add their city’s unique 
attributes and landmarks to a poster photomontage to be 
distributed statewide. 

Parke County, Inc. sponsored “The Ray Bockhold 
Memorial Pranks in the Park,” a “haunted hayride” in 
Reeder Park to encourage young and old to take pride in 

Two new murals by Indiana artist Bill Wolfe now grace the walls of the Parke County Courthouse in Rockville thanks to a Bicentennial Legacy 
Project.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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their community and promote the newly renovated  
park system. 

In Bicentennial Nature Trust projects, the Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Fish and Wildlife acquired 
343 acres along Sugar Creek, completing a 1,200-acre block 
of protected conservation lands. The property includes 
rare geological and ecological features. It also acquired a 
68-acre addition to the Healthy Rivers Initiative Wabash 
River Conservation Area. In addition, the Covered Bridge 
Gateway Trail Association proposed the acquisition of 15.5 
acres of abandoned rail corridor to facilitate a trail through 
the town of Rockville. 

On Sept. 22, 2016, the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay 
made its way through Parke County. The route began at 
Sunset Point in Turkey Run State Park, where it traveled on 
a bicycle down to the park’s gates. It was carried on a 1925 
Model T Depot Hack on its way to Rockville High School, 
where the student choir sang “Back Home Again  
in Indiana.”

In celebration of the relay, the Parke County Bicentennial 
Committee hosted an Indiana Humanities ALL-IN Block 
Party on the Courthouse Square in Rockville. After passing 
through the county seat, the torch ended its day at the 
Bridgeton Covered Bridge. County Coordinator Brad 
Buchanan said the Torch Relay, Block Party and mural 
unveiling created fond memories for county residents.  
“The community unity and support was overwhelming,”  
he added.

Information and photos were archived on the “Parke 
County Bicentennial” Facebook page. The committee raised 
$17,000 and spent $16,000.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Parke County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Bicentennial Torch Relay route took advantage of the beauty of Parke County’s historic covered bridges.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University
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PERRY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Betty Cash
County Seat: Tell City
Year Organized: 1814
Square Miles: 381.73
Population in 2010: 19,422
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 7 – 6 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The birth of Perry County preceded that of the state 
by two years. A bicentennial parade and the trip of the 
bicentennial torch through the 202-year-old county on  
the first day of the Torch Relay were highlights of the  
county’s celebration. 

County Coordinator Betty Cash said the bicentennial 
parade was “festive and well attended. Everyone enjoyed 
it so much!” Held in Tell City, the Aug. 6, 2016, parade 
preceded the city’s annual Schweizer Fest and featured a 
visit by former Gov. and Sen. Evan Bayh.

The Bicentennial Committee sponsored a beautification 
project that brought “Mr. Lincoln” red rose bushes to city 
and county parks, office buildings and residents’ yards. “We 
want our community to be reminded of the bicentennial 
when they see the rose bushes,” said Cash.

On Sept. 11, 2016, The Perry County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau sponsored a reenactment of one of the 
famous 1858 debates between Illinois Senate candidates 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas. Actors portraying 
the two candidates stood on the porch of a rail car stationed 
at the historic Tell City Depot.

The “Sandstones of Time” festival kicked off with another 
bicentennial parade on Oct. 16, 2016. The festival took place 
in downtown Cannelton near the Indiana Cotton Mill, a 
massive sandstone structure listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Artisans and craftsmen displayed their 
wares along Main Street and tradesmen demonstrated 
skills employed by the town’s early settlers. The festival also 
offered historical walking tours of Cannelton. 

The Bicentennial Nature Trust made it possible for the 
Department of Natural Resources Division of State Parks 
and Reservoirs to acquire 144 secluded acres on the banks 
of the Ohio River. The Gov. Edgar Whitcomb Nature 
Park and Retreat near Rome is surrounded by the Hoosier 
National Forest and features three log cabins, limestone and 
sandstone outcroppings and cliffs overlooking the river.

On Sept. 9, 2016, the Indiana Bicentennial Torch was 
passed from Crawford County to Perry County on Frank 
O’Bannon highway near Derby. Torchbearers carried the 
torch through Rome, where it traveled around the former 
courthouse. It went on to Rocky Point, Cannelton, Tell 
City and finally to Troy, where it was carried by rail to the 
historic Nester House, a former hotel built in the 1860s. 
There, the torch was extinguished and its flame preserved 
in lantern for its later journey to Spencer County. 

Troy Volunteer Fire Chief Bernard Linne, the first 
torchbearer, was overcome with emotion. “This is the best 
day of my life,” he said. A celebration took place following 
the ceremony.

Fifteen volunteers assisted with bicentennial events. 
Expenses totaled $3,500.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Perry County, visit indiana2016.org.

Tell City raised the Indiana bicentennial flag at the Perry County 
Courthouse to kick off the state’s 200th birthday celebration on  
Dec. 11, 2015.

Photo credit: Perry County Bicentennial Committee

196 | County Projects



PIKE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Leslie Tegmeyer
County Seat: Petersburg
Year Organized: 1816
Square Miles: 334.24
Population in 2010: 
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 16 – 14 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Pike County celebrated its bicentennial along with 
Indiana in 2016. The county was organized a mere ten days 
after Indiana statehood, and many Legacy Projects honored 
the parallel histories. Bicentennial Coordinator Leslie 
Tegmeyer said a favorite memory of the year was “seeing 
young and old come together and celebrate our great state—
so many smiles and great teamwork.”

The Chamber of Commerce sponsored the publication of 
“Pike County Notables,” a book by Art Miley highlighting 
those who have contributed to the county’s legacy. 
Tegmeyer said it was a popular bicentennial item, selling 
out several times. 

The Edith Barrett Memorial Pike County History Center 
created a scrapbook highlighting each of the 365 days of 
the bicentennial year. “A Year’s Perspective – One Day 
at a Time” included community facts and figures such 
as businesses and industries, popular sports and leisure 
activities, favorite foods and family involvement with 
community. The History Center also sponsored the Pike 
County Historic Patch Program, a program that provided 
a patch to those who completed a challenge about the early 
history of Indiana and Pike County. Requirements included 
a visit to the County Historic Center, a local cemetery  
and completing a service project involving preserving  
county history. 

On Nov. 19, 2016, the Pike Central High School Drama 
Department presented the “Bicentennial ‘Retro’ Pageant,” 
a shortened version of the two-night, 450 cast-member 
Centennial Pageant presented to a crowd of 6,000 at the 
Petersburg Fairgrounds in 1916. 

The Pike County Girl Scout Service Unit created the 
Indiana Story Time Legacy Project, a monthly preschool 
program at the county library featuring books on Indiana’s 
history and a craft inspired by the book. Girl Scouts in 
grades 4-12 led the program with assistance from their 
adult leaders. 

The Bicentennial Nature Trust endorsed a proposed 
purchase of 207 acres within the Patoka River National 
Wildlife Refuge and Management Area by the Sycamore 
Land Trust. The Patoka River site is one of only three 
national wildlife refuges in Indiana. 

The Pike County Chamber of Commerce created the 
Pike County Barn Quilt Trail to highlight the quilt-block 
signs that decorated barns throughout the county. The 
Pike County Tractor Club and Pike County Chamber of 

Commerce partnered to recreate a Pike County Historic 
Driving Tour booklet in digital form. 

The two-day Pike County Bicentennial Azalea Blossom 
Festival in May 2016 commemorated both Indiana’s and 
Pike County’s 200th anniversaries. The annual event is 
sponsored by the Pike County Chamber of Commerce. 

The Pike County Historical Society purchased Indiana-
themed books and those written by Hoosier authors, 
distributing them to Pike County Schools, in its “Reading 
Indiana” project.

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay arrived in Pike 
County on Day 4 of its trek across the state, Sept. 13, 2016. 
The torch began its journey on Gray Memorial Bridge, 
traveling through Petersburg in a tractor processional, on 
foot and in a classic car. About 600 people gathered at the 
park for a celebration, including the county’s fourth- and 
eighth-graders. Overall, 30 volunteers assisted with the 
event, which attracted a total crowd of about 1,200. The 
six-members of the Pike County Tractor Club produced 
the video “From the Seat of a Tractor” in conjunction with 
their roles as torchbearers. Copies of the video, created by 
a teacher in Pike Central High School’s Digital Design and 
Visual Communications, were distributed to every county 
school and library. 

The county’s Bison-tennial bison, “Zebulon,” was 
stationed at the Pike County United Way office. Event 
information was posted on the “Pike County Indiana 
Chamber of Commerce” Facebook page. A total of $2,000 
was spent on events.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Pike County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Pike County Tractor Club participated in the Torch Relay and 
partnered with the Pike County Chamber of Commerce to recreate a 
Historic Driving Tour booklet in digital form.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University
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PORTER COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Ken Kosky
County Seat: Valparaiso
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 418.15
Population in 2010: 164,512
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 41 - 31 Legacy,  
10 Bicentennial Nature Trust

A four-person Bicentennial Committee took charge of 
Porter County’s celebratory events, many of which were 
focused on the county’s lakeside heritage. “There wasn’t 
just one event, but dozens across the county that made an 
impact in the bicentennial year or will live on,” said County 
Coordinator Ken Kosky.

Seven Art in the Park projects brought creative 
opportunities to Indiana Dunes State Park. The Dunes’ 
Environmental Learning Center worked with local artists 
to enable 140 young campers 
to spend time in the park and 
take part in various arts and 
activities. A family-friendly 
interactive performance 
on the beach highlighted 
the park’s history, natural 
beauty and landscape. A 
concert of music written and 
arranged for alphorn solo and 
ensembles introduced visitors 
to the traditional sounds 
of the instrument. Artist 
Kristina Knowski hosted a 
series of three bird drawing 
and painting workshops at the 
park’s Nature Center. Artist 
Corey Hagelberg hosted a 
two-month exhibition of 
hand-printed woodcuts 
featuring the landscape and 
history of the Indiana Dunes, 
along with a printmaking 
workshop and artist 
presentation.

The South Shore 
Performing Arts Company 
presented a summer 
afternoon concert at the park 
by the South Shore Brass 
Band, while the Dunes Art 
Foundation sponsored a children’s production of short 
plays on the beach. Member theatres of the Northwest 
Indiana Excellence in Theatre Foundation, Inc. offered live 
theatrical productions.

“Origins,” a storytelling and video project organized by 

Robert Warren Sander, offered a dramatic recounting of 
the history of Indiana State Parks. The Family Folklore 
Foundation presented its original costumed radio play 
“Heroes’ Quest: The Indiana Dunes State Park.” 

South Shore Arts and the Brauer Museum of Art at 
Valparaiso University sponsored the art exhibit “Sand & 
Steel: Visions of Our Indiana Shore” to commemorate 
the Indiana bicentennial, the National Park Service’s 
centennial and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore’s 
50th anniversary. Photographer Jesse Meyer captured the 
rare and dramatic nocturnal landscapes of Indiana Dunes 
State Park in his exhibit “Twilight: The Indiana Dunes State 
Park at Night.”

“2016 Blowout: A Festival of Performance and Ecology,” 
presented by Save the Dunes in September 2016, was 
inspired by the historic Pageant of 1917 that started the 
movement to protect the Indiana Dunes beach. More 
than 600 visitors learned more about the area’s birding 
habitats and bird-watching opportunities at The Indiana 
Dunes Birding Festival. The Indiana Dunes State Park 

Bicentennial Sand Sculpture 
Contest continued an 18-year 
tradition, honoring the state’s 
200th birthday with the 
theme “Indiana!” 

The Indiana Society of 
the Sons of the American 
Revolution commissioned 
a painting highlighting the 
Battle of Le Petit Fort that 
took place on the Indiana 
dunes on Dec. 5, 1780. The 
painting by Michigan City 
artist Connie Kassal was 
unveiled at the Porter  
County Museum.

The David D. Porter Camp 
116 of The Sons of the Union 
Veterans sponsored a project 
to mark the graves of all 
Civil War veterans buried in 
the county. The group also 
replaced or added gravestones 
and partnered with the Porter 
County Museum to conduct 
cemetery tours.

The town of Burns Harbor 
erected a state historical 
marker designating the 
Indiana Territory Boundary 
Line that runs through  
the town. 

The Valparaiso International Center sponsored the eighth 
annual World Cultural Festival on Sept. 17, 2016, which 
celebrated the diversity of Northwest Indiana. 

“Celebrating Our Roots – Growing Our Future” was the 
theme of the 13th annual Gardening Show on Jan. 30, 2016, 

The Indiana Dunes Birding Festival, a Legacy Project, brought 
hundreds of amateur ornithologists to the park. It was sponsored 
by Indiana Audubon Society, Indiana DNR and the National Park 
Service.

Photo credit: Indiana Dunes Birding Festival
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sponsored by Purdue University Cooperative Extension and 
Porter County Master Gardeners. 

In Bicentennial Nature Trust projects, the Porter County 
Board of Parks and Recreation acquired a 15.5-acre addition 
to Brincka Cross Garden County Park and 46 wooded acres 
adjacent to the park. Plans call for expanding the park’s 
trail system and eventually connecting it to the National 
Lakeshore. The Parks and Recreation Board also purchased 
137 acres that offer an ideal habitat for migratory  
bird species. 

Valparaiso Lakes Area Conservancy District purchased 
eight acres of upland woods and wetland that unite two 
tracts already under protection. The Department of Natural 
Resources Division of Nature Preserves added 5.5 acres to 
the Moraine Nature Preserve. The Porter County Chapter 
of Izaak Walton League of America purchased 40 acres 
purchase adjacent to the DNR Reynolds Creek State Game 
Bird Area, while the City of Portage Parks and Recreation 
Department acquired 15 acres bordered on two sides by 
recreational rail-trails. 

The new Little Calumet River Conservation Area in 
Porter and La Porte counties was a BNT project led by 
Shirley Heinze Land Trust and the Izaak Walton League. 
In addition, the Shirley Heinze Land Trust purchased 
two parcels totaling 208 acres and its Meadowbrook 
Conservation Center joined the Bicentennial Nature 
Network, a statewide nature-center coalition. 

Westchester Public Library’s bicentennial-inspired 
Winter Reading Program, “Hoosiers Love Reading,” was 
open to all Porter County residents in 2016. The Thomas 
Branch of Westchester Public Library celebrated Hoosier 
Norman Bridwell, author of the “Clifford the Big Red 
Dog” series, with a children’s event featuring the beloved 
canine. The library also sponsored a Bicentennial Birthday 
Celebration that included cake, crafts and an appearance by 
“Abraham Lincoln.” Artist Robert H. Smith presented his 
colored-ink drawings of historic Indiana architectural sites 
in a library exhibit.

Students at St. Patrick School participated in the 
schoolwide Young Hoosier Books 200 program. Morgan 
Township Middle School held a convocation to honor 
Indiana’s bicentennial, initiated by student Phillip Shreve. 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission Executive Director Perry 
Hammock and Porter County Historian Kevin Pazour 
spoke at the event, which also included a high school 
concert band performance of music by Indiana composers.

The iconic Indiana sand dunes were the starting site of 
the Bicentennial Torch Relay’s Porter County leg on Oct. 9, 
2016. Kosky said a favorite memory was watching four-year-
old Marlo Colburn, one of the state’s youngest torchbearers, 
kick off the relay. She ran down the sidewalk along Lake 
Michigan wearing pink shoes, then handed the torch to 
Robert Ordway, who ran down the beach and jumped into 
a kayak before returning to dry land and carrying it up a 
sand dune. Torchbearers then transported the torch along 
the new Dunes-Kankakee Trail. After heading to Valparaiso 
University, the flame stopped for a ceremony in downtown’s 

Central Park, where Valparaiso Mayor Jon Costas said, “We 
have a melting pot in Northwest Indiana, full of history and 
hard-working and resourceful people.” The torch made its 
way to Portage, its final stop, in a Mustang convertible.

Bicentennial events were promoted on Indiana Dunes 
Tourism’s website, Facebook, Instagram and Twitter sites. 
The Bicentennial Committee spent an estimated $2,000 
on festivities. Documents are housed at the Indiana 
State Archives, with the torch and banner included in a 
permanent exhibit at the Porter County Museum. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Porter County, visit indiana2016.org.

Porter County sponsored eight Bison-tennial bison. This one was 
sponsored by the United Way of Porter County.

Photo credit: United Way of Porter County
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POSEY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Rebecca Higgins
County Seat: Mount Vernon
Year Organized: 1814
Square Miles: 409.57
Population in 2010: 25,874
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 13 – 12 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

“The Torch Relay joined our county in many ways,” said 
Bicentennial Coordinator Rebecca Higgins. On Day 3 of 
the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, Sept. 11, 2016, Posey 
County remembered victims of 9/11 during the kick-off 
event. Torchbearers ranged from a 15-year-old Boy Scout 
to a 99-year-old survivor of the Tri-state Tornado of 1925. 
“Seeing everyone there to send off the first torchbearer was 
great,” she added. The torch moved through Mount Vernon, 
Harmonie State Park and New Harmony via an all-terrain 
vehicle, a Model T Ford and golf carts. The relay arrived 
on the final day of the Mount Vernon River Days festival. 
The city of Mount Vernon also celebrated its bicentennial 
in 2016, and appropriately, the theme of the 2016 event was 
the 200th birthday of both the city and the state. The town’s 
Ohio River history was showcased with music, parades, 
crafts, games, a Children’s Day, and a fireworks finale.

The Mount Vernon Parks and Recreation Dept., in 
conjunction with the city’s Bicentennial Committee, 
hosted the fourth annual Riverbend Art Fest on June 25, 
2016. Area artists displayed their works and offered craft 
demonstrations and storytelling. Signage, bicentennial 
ribbons and Indiana music incorporated the  
bicentennial theme.

The New Harmony Association of Interpreters hosted 
a complimentary Victorian High Tea on Jan. 17, 2016, 
in the William Maclure “Room for the Dissemination of 
Useful Knowledge” at the Working Men’s Institute in New 
Harmony. “Col. & Mrs. Richard Owen” greeted guests, who 
toured exhibits in the library and listened to music from 
the 1870s. The Mount Vernon Bicentennial Committee 
presented a vintage style show to a standing-room only 
crowd, with men and women modeling 200 years of  
Indiana fashion. 

The Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra presented “A 
Musical Tribute to the Bicentenary of Indiana” in New 
Harmony’s historic Rapp-Owen Granary on Oct. 9, 2016.

The University of Southern Indiana Outreach and 
Engagement’s New Harmony Gallery of Contemporary Art 
created a community mural at the Harmonie State Park 
Pool as an Art in the Park project, and musician James P. 
Zelle presented a concert of 19th-century Indiana Civil War 
music that included letters from Indiana soldiers.

Mount Vernon’s Bicentennial Committee and the Azalea 
Trail Committee sponsored a Dixieland jazz concert in 
the city’s newly renovated Riverfront Park in April 2016. 

Following the concert guests were invited to view the 
stunning flowers along two Azalea Trails that wind through 
the park and the city. 

The New Harmony Parks and Recreation/Tree Board 
sponsored the dedication of a tulip poplar tree on Sept. 10, 
2016, at Murphy Park.

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust project, The Nature 
Conservancy purchased 58 acres at the confluence of the 
Ohio and Wabash Rivers that feature floodplain forest 
and wetlands. Portions of the property were split from the 
“mainland” during 2008 floods and the site continues to be 
shaped by the rivers.

The Pony Express Mustang Club presented its “Mustang 
Club Cruise-In,” a car show featuring automobiles from 
1916 to present that took place on the streets of Mount 
Vernon in April, May and July 2016.

The town of Poseyville and its Kiwanis Club created a 
time capsule to be opened in 2040, inviting all to participate 
by submitting letters, drawings, photos and other items. 

The Posey County Historical Society held a movie night 
with a showing of “The Green Promise,” which highlights 
4-H Clubs and farming issues.

Mount Vernon artist Judith Powers painted Posey 
County’s Bison-tennial bison, named “Al” after Indiana 
Gov. Alvin P. Hovey, a native of the county. Al made an 
appearance in two parades and “retired” to live in a city 
park. The Posey County Historical Society is the home of 
the bicentennial torch and memorabilia. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Posey County, visit indiana2016.org.

”Col. and Mrs. Richard Owen” greet guests at the Victorian High Tea at 
the Working Men’s Institute in New Harmony.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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PULASKI COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Krysten Hinkle
County Seat: Winamac
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 433.65
Population in 2010: 13,345
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 7 – 6 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Bicentennial Coordinator Krysten Hinkle said the 
highlight of Pulaski County’s commemoration was 
“bringing the community together to celebrate the wide 
diversity of Pulaski County’s exemplary citizens, young  
and old.”

The Northern Indiana Power from the Past Antique 
Power Show presented the Legacy Project “Celebrating 
200 Years of Agriculture,” an exhibit showcasing Hoosier 
farming. “It was the most comprehensive exhibition of 
Pulaski County’s farming heritage ever displayed, from 
photos and witness accounts, to actual machinery owned 
and used right here [in the county],” said Hinkle. The 
interactive display demonstrated farm life, significant 
events and technological advances in agriculture over  
two centuries.

The Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce partnered 
with the Pulaski County Bicentennial Committee to host 
TorchFest in downtown Winamac from Oct. 7-9, 2016. 
The bicentennial event was planned to coincide with the 
Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay’s trip through the county. 
It featured canoe races, live entertainment, torch-themed  
food and drinks, historical reenactments, contests  
and tournaments. 

Two Legacy Projects showcased Indiana’s Panhandle 
Pathway, a former Pennsylvania Railroad rail bed. The 
Tippecanoe & Bicycles Too Bike Ride on Aug. 6, 2016 took 
75 riders along the pathway. Riders crossed the Tippecanoe 
River and Mill; Mud, Indian and Crooked Creeks; and 
enjoyed views of a prairie preserve and farmland. They 
passed through the communities of Winamac, Star City, 
Thornhope and Royal Center, established in the mid-1850s 
when the railroad was built. Moonlight on the Tippy on 
June 3, 2016, featured a 20-mile ride from the Winamac 
Depot to a stop near Thornhope. Seventy-seven riders 
watched the moon rise over the river as they rode on 
the pathway. Each journey, sponsored by Friends of the 
Panhandle, ended with a meal at a local restaurant.

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust Project, the Department 
of Natural Resources Fish and Wildlife Division acquired 
a 30-acre parcel of private land: an upland game habitat 
surrounded by the Winamac Fish and Wildlife Area. 

The Quilters of Pulaski County created “Quiltessential 
Pulaski County,” a quilt highlighting unique and historic 
buildings and sites. The piece traveled throughout the 
county, where it was displayed in libraries and schools, at 
festivals and a host of other sites.

Hinkle said the most memorable moment of the county’s 
bicentennial celebration was when more than 100 Pulaski 
County residents gathered in downtown Winamac to await 
the arrival of the bicentennial torch on Oct. 7, 2016, Day 26 
of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay. As a torchbearer 
carried the flame onto the courthouse lawn, the crowd 
sang “Back Home Again in Indiana.” “It was a very moving 
experience,” said Hinkle. 

The torch made its way from the county line to Star 
City in a 1936 Hudson. Torchbearers carried it along the 
Panhandle Pathway. Conveyances included a golf cart, 
antique and modern tractors, a stock car and a BraunAbility 
minivan (made in Winamac). It also was carried in a canoe 
on the Tippecanoe River. A closing ceremony took place 
at Vurpillat Opera House in Winamac. The bicentennial 
events, which attracted a crowd of approximately 1,500, 
were coordinated by the Bicentennial Committee and  
25 volunteers. 

Hinkle said, “The most exciting thing for me was getting 
to see the torchbearers—who have unquestionably made 
Pulaski County and the State of Indiana better because of 
their determination—in their moment of glory.” 

In 2017, mementos were displayed at the Winamac branch 
of the Pulaski County Library. Plans called for artifacts to 
be stored at the Pulaski County Historical Society or the 
State of Indiana Archives. An estimated $10,000 was raised 
and spent on festivities.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Pulaski County, visit indiana2016.org.

Friends of the Panhandle sponsored the Tippecanoe & Bicycles Too and 
Moonlight on the Tippy bike rides in 2016. 

Photo credit: Friends of the Panhandle
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PUTNAM COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Elaine Peck and 
Phil Gick
County Seat: Greencastle
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 480.53
Population in 2010: 37.963
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11 – 7 Legacy,  
4 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The 21-member Putnam County Bicentennial Committee 
hosted a finale event at the Putnam County Courthouse 
on the afternoon of Dec. 11, 2016. The event featured 
the unveiling of the county’s Bison-tennial bison, which 
featured a unique chrome reflective surface created by 
DePauw University art students. The capstone event 
featured a talk by Indiana Secretary of State Connie 
Lawson, along with performances by the South Putnam 
and Cloverdale High School Choirs and the Covered 
Bridge Country Chorus. Over the course of the year, 200 
volunteers supported Putnam County bicentennial events, 
with total attendance estimated at 500. 

The Putnam County Civil War Soldier’s Monument in 
Greencastle’s Forest Cemetery—the only such monument in 
the state featuring a human figure—was restored in a five-
year Legacy Project. Plans called for the statue to serve as 
the centerpiece of future county Memorial Day ceremonies. 
Putnam County Bicentennial Co-coordinator Phil Gick 
served as coordinator of the restoration project. 

The Heritage Preservation Society of Putnam County 
sponsored a Legacy Project to ensure the integrity of the 
County Courthouse in Greencastle, built in 1904. The 
project aimed to assess and repair the structure, replace a 
deteriorating clock on the south side of the tower and add a 
clock to the north side. 

The Putnam County Library’s Indiana Bicentennial 
Speakers Bureau offered presentations on the history and 
culture of Putnam County and Indiana from July 2015 
through December 2016. The library also sponsored the 
Indiana Courthouse Photography Legacy Project with the 
goal of creating a photographic record of all 92 county 
courthouses, historic roads, towns, terrain and people. 

DePauw University presented “The Art of T.C. Steele,” 
an exhibition featuring paintings and sketches drawn from 
the university’s permanent collection as well as from the 
Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites. As a teenager, 
the famed Hoosier Group artist was a student at Indiana 
Asbury College (now DePauw).

The county’s Heritage Preservation Society created 
the Putnam County Small Communities Historic 
Districts and Walking Brochures Project to seek National 
Register recognition of six communities “representative 
of a quintessential small town Hoosier lifestyle.” The 
organization created brochures with walking tours of each 

Cloverdale, Roachdale, Bainbridge, Russellville, Fillmore 
and Putnamville.

Four proposed Bicentennial Nature Trust Projects in 
Putnam County were endorsed by the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission. They included a 137-acre addition to the 
Big Walnut Natural Area by the Department of Natural 
Resources Division of Nature Preserves and an 11-acre 
addition to Deer Creek Fish and Wildlife Area by DNR’s 
Fish and Wildlife Division. The National Road Heritage 
Trail, Inc. proposed the purchase of 7.3 miles of the former 
Pennsylvania Railroad/Vandalia Railroad corridor between 
Greencastle and Reelsville to create a multipurpose trail, 
and the town of Bainbridge proposed a 25-acre addition to 
the town’s five-acre East Point Park. 

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay began its 31-mile 
Putnam County journey in Putnamville on Sept. 22, 2016, 
at the United Methodist Church and restored Doctor’s 
Office Museum. It headed along county roads in a tractor, 
where spectators ringing cowbells urged on torchbearers. 
From State Road 231, the caravan headed to Greencastle, 
where it stopped at Robe-Ann Park, the Civil War Soldier’s 
Monument in Forest Hill Cemetery and DePauw University. 
A 1928 Studebaker fire engine carried the torch to 
Courthouse Square. The torch then headed to Fillmore, 
Heritage Lake and Bainbridge, where stone markers in the 
shape of the state were installed at the four roads leading 
into town. Hundreds turned out for the community 
celebration next to Baker’s Camp Covered Bridge. Fireworks 
and a community picnic “created such a great experience 
for the community,” said Bicentennial Committee Co-
coordinator Elaine Peck.

Materials are archived at the Putnam County  
Public Library. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Putnam County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Putnam County 
Civil War Soldier’s 
Monument in 
Greencastle’s Forest 
Cemetery was restored 
in a bicentennial 
Legacy Project.

Photo credit: Phil Gick
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RANDOLPH  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Ceann Bales
County Seat: Winchester
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 452.38
Population in 2010: 26,164
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 7

Indiana’s state tree, the tulip, was the focus of one of 
Randolph County’s most beloved Legacy Projects. In 2014 
and 2015, fourth-graders at Randolph Elementary planted 
two tulip trees on the school grounds. In the bicentennial 
year, the Randolph Elementary School PTO expanded the 
educational program to include the entire school body 
and the community of Lynn. The event featured the tree 
planting and a family picnic at which the state pie, sugar 
cream, (made by Randolph County’s Wick’s Pies) was 
served. Before the picnic, students presented a play and 
sang the state song. A plaque bearing the bicentennial logo 
was placed by the newly planted trees, which will “show 
future generations our love for our state and environment,” 
said Randolph County Bicentennial Coordinator Ceann 
Bales, who noted that tulip trees also were planted at the 
county hospital and courthouse.

Another highlight of Randolph County’s bicentennial 
celebration was the Play It by Ear Quartet’s rendition of 
“Back Home Again in Indiana” at the well-attended “A 
Walk Through Time” Bicentennial History Fair on Dec. 10, 
2016. “The song echoed through the halls of our historic 
courthouse, paying tribute to those pioneer Hoosiers,”  
said Bales.

The daylong History Fair, an Endorsed Legacy Project, 
was sponsored by the Randolph County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. Held at the county courthouse in 
Winchester, it featured historical displays, reenactors, 
a bus tour of historic cemeteries, and a presentation by 
Elizabeth Winningham on the courthouse mural painted 
by her grandfather, artist Roy Barnes. The Towne Square 
Cinema featured free showings of the Indiana-themed films 
“Hoosiers” and “Now and Then.” 

The Convention and Visitors Bureau also sponsored visits 
to fourth-grade classrooms by a reenactor portraying David 
Conner, an early 19th-century Randolph County trader. 

The Randolph County Extension Homemakers hosted an 
Open Show for bicentennial-themed projects at the 2016 
County Fair. Projects included photography, quilts, crafts 
and cake decorating.

During the bicentennial year, the restoration of the White 
River Cemetery in Winchester continued. The cemetery 
dates to 1818, the same year as the county’s founding. The 
Endorsed Legacy Project, sponsored by the White River 
Cemetery Restoration Committee, is the burial site of Civil 
War soldiers, county founders and pioneers. 

Twenty-nine torchbearers carried the bicentennial torch 
through Randolph County on Day 16 of the Torch Relay, 
Sept. 27, 2016. A sprint car, ambulance, fire truck, bicycle 
and tractor were among its modes of transportation. 
Students at Monroe Central High School gathered at the 
county courthouse to cheer on the torchbearers as they 
moved through Winchester. Children were on hand to greet 
them with flags at the Randolph County YMCA, where they 
also enjoyed a celebratory cookout with their families. 

About 50 volunteers assisted the 11-member Bicentennial 
Committee, which raised an estimated $3,000 with 
expenditures of the same amount.

A binder with pictures, news clippings and marketing 
materials is housed at the Randolph County  
Historical Society. 

“The key accomplishments of our bicentennial 
celebrations were educating young and old alike on the 
great accomplishments and sacrifices of Hoosiers before 
us that made the Indiana that we call home,” said Bales, 
hoping that they serve as an inspiration to “citizens in our 
community to be the trailblazers and innovators for the 
next 200 years.”

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Randolph County, visit indiana2016.org.

Fourth-graders at Randolph Elementary plant a tulip tree on the school 
grounds in commemoration of the bicentennial.

Photo credit: Randolph Elementary School
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RIPLEY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Katherine Taul
County Seat: Versailles
Year Organized: 1816
Square Miles: 446.43
Population in 2010: 28,818
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 19

Ripley County’s history coincides with that of the state, 
with both celebrating their bicentennials in 2016. County 
Coordinator Katherine Taul said a key accomplishment 
was “pulling people and organizations together in all of 
the communities where the torch passed to celebrate their 
torchbearers.”

The Ripley County Tourism Bureau constructed a 
granite monument on the courthouse square in Versailles 
to celebrate the county’s namesake, Brigadier General 
Eleazer Wheelock Ripley, a War of 1812 hero and member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. The Tourism Bureau 
sponsored “One Book, One County, a nine-month book 
club offering a community reading of “Hoosiers, a New 
History of Indiana” by historian James Madison. Books 
were purchased through a Ripley County Community 
Foundation grant and distributed to the county’s  
four libraries. 

The “Art in Nature” Legacy Project, also sponsored by 
the Tourism Bureau, brought local artists to Versailles State 
Park to teach a one-week workshop. The event culminated 
in an art show. In an Art in the Park project, artist 
Debi Black created paintings of park landscapes for the 
permanent park collection. She also led community events 
for visitors to collaborate on painting park landscapes. 

A World War II Honor Roll Monument was the Eagle 
Scout project of Alexander J. Voltz of Boy Scout Troop 631. 
The granite monument at the Milan Community Park, 
sponsored by the Milan Lions Club, commemorates the 
town’s men and women who served during WWII.

Enhanced Telecommunications 
Corporation sponsored a bicentennial-
themed photo contest, with winning photos 
included on the cover of its 2016  
phone directory.

Many annual festivals carried Legacy 
Project designations in 2016, including 
Batesville’s 37th annual Music and Arts 
Festival in June, the Batesville Bash in 
August, and its Community Tree Lighting on 
Dec. 1, 2016. Versailles Lions Club’s Pumpkin 
Festival in September 2016 carried the 
theme “Indiana 2016.” Events began with the 
Punkin Chunkin catapult contest on the day 
of Ripley County’s Bicentennial Torch Relay. 
The Sunman Rural Fire Department’s festival 
parade included history-themed units; the 

town’s Beautification Committee installed silhouettes of 
the Indiana map with historical photos and facts in 37 town 
flower pots.

The SE Indiana F.A.R.M. Club’s Antique Machinery Show 
in Osgood featured demonstrations of threshers, sawmills 
and hay presses, along with a vintage tractor show and 
truck, tractor and semi pulling show.

Neary Creative produced “Take the River,” an hour-long 
historical documentary about southeastern Indiana and 
its connection to the Ohio River. After its broadcast on 
PBS stations in the tri-state region, copies were provided to 
southeastern Indiana schools.

The Milan Lions Club organized an exhibit of oil 
paintings by Alice Carey Whitlatch, known as Milan’s 
“Grandma Moses.” in the Milan branch of the Osgood 
Public Library in September 2016. Student art inspired by 
Whitlatch’s work was included in the exhibit.

The towns of Versailles, Osgood, Batesville, Sunman 
and Milan each hosted community events to celebrate the 
Torch Relay’s trip through the county on Sept. 17, 2016. 
An estimated 3,000 spectators turned out to watch 21 
torchbearers carry the torch. That evening, the Bicentennial 
Committee hosted a dinner to honor all 69 torchbearer 
nominees. 

The torch is displayed in the Ripley County Courthouse 
Annex in a holder created by Weberding’s Carving Shop in 
Batesville, along with a plaque with torchbearers’ names. 
Materials are archived at the Ripley County  
Historical Society.

Events were promoted on the ripleycountytourism.com 
website and the “Ripley County Indiana Tourism” Facebook 
page. Forty-one volunteers served on the Bicentennial 
Committee, which raised and spent $3,000.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Ripley County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Ripley County Bicentennial Committee honored its 69 Torch Relay 
torchbearers at a dinner following the relay. 

Photo credit: Ripley County Bicentennial Committee
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RUSH COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Sandy Fussner
County Seat: Rushville
Year Organized: 1822
Square Miles: 408.12
Population in 2010: 17,367
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6

Rush County schoolchildren are learning more about 
their county’s history thanks to the state bicentennial. 
A highlight of the county’s six Endorsed Legacy Projects 
was the revamping of Rush County tours for elementary 
students, also offered to adults. The Rush County Historical 
Society program includes historical points of interest and 
events from the year of the state’s founding to the present 
day and offers tours on three separate routes: Rushville City, 
Northern Rush County and Southern Rush County.  
The content is geared to Rush County Schools  
instructional guidelines. 

The town of Glenwood and the Glenwood Park Board 
sponsored a “historic celebration” and community potluck 
supper on April 21, 2016, where they shared historical 
research about the town with its citizens. Residents had the 
opportunity to suggest or contribute items to be included in 
a time capsule buried in the town park. 

More than 400 participated in the Rush 
County Library’s bicentennial “Hoosier 
Quest” summer reading program, where 
young readers were introduced to visitors 
portraying James Whitcomb Riley and 
Johnny Appleseed. About 50 attended an 
end-of-season summer reading cookout, 
where they celebrated the state’s 200th 
birthday with hot dogs, bicentennial 
cupcakes, games and activities. 

The Rush County Historical Society 
sponsored the addition of a historical 
roadside marker highlighting the gravesite 
of Rushville’s founding father, William B. 
Laughlin. The Society also added climate 
control and security to protect the former 
carriage house located on the site of the 
Gowdy House Museum in Rushville. 

About 3,000 people turned out to 
witness Rush County’s participation in 
the Bicentennial Torch Relay on Sept. 24, 
2016, Day 14 of the event. A flag flown 
over Main Street greeted the torch upon 
its arrival in the county seat. Rushville 
Mayor Mike Pavey, carrying the torch on 
a bright yellow tandem bicycle, stopped to 
read a proclamation on Rushville’s square. 
The torch also traveled on a Rush County 
school bus carrying Rushville native and 

former Indiana Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Suellen Reed. Dozens of children aboard the bus waved and 
snapped photos as they rode along. 

David Willkie, grandson of Rushville’s native son Wendell 
Willkie, took the torch to the historic marker highlighting 
the accomplishments of the 1940 presidential candidate. “It 
was fun and great for our community,” Willkie told  
the crowd. 

Two volunteers organized the activities, with 25 helping 
with the cookout on the courthouse lawn that served as  
a finale. 

Rush County Bicentennial Coordinator Sandy Fussner 
said key accomplishments of the county’s bicentennial 
celebration included “bringing the county and city together 
in celebration of our state’s bicentennial, refreshing 
memories of days gone by and learning about our heritage.”

Events were publicized on the Rush County website, 
www.rushcounty.com, and the Rush County Chamber of 
Commerce Facebook page. Artifacts will be preserved in 
the Rush County Courthouse.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Rush County, visit indiana2016.org.

Rush County’s bicentennial torchbearers

Photo credit: Rush County Bicentennial Committee
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ST. JOSEPH  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinators: Deborah Fleming, 
Evie Kirkwood and Jim Lopez
County Seat: South Bend
Year Organized: 1830
Square Miles: 457.85
Population in 2010: 266,772
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 34 – 32 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

St. Joseph County’s six-person Bicentennial Steering 
Committee and 30 committee volunteers organized a 
number of events to promote the state’s 200th anniversary, 
including a community Bicentennial Birthday Bash at 
Bendix Woods County Park and a performing-arts event at 
St. Patrick’s County Park. The committee also developed 
a commemorative deck of cards featuring unique artwork 
that depicted local sites and coordinated a traveling 
photography exhibit from the Louis Sabo Collection of 
traditional black-and-white photography. In addition, 
it created a countywide Geocache Scavenger Hunt and 
hosted an ALL-IN Block Party in partnership with local 
community organizations.

“From tourism development and public events, to 
acquiring Bicentennial Nature Trust land in our county, to 
recognizing a star that is 200 light-years away, we are proud 
that so many Legacy Projects were endorsed in our county,” 
said Bicentennial Co-coordinator Evie Kirkwood. (For more 
information on the Indiana Bicentennial Star, see p. 106.)

The Bicentennial Steering Committee produced 

commemorative coins and key chains highlighting the 
bicentennial year. The pieces were designed and produced 
by Crown Trophy in Mishawaka.

The Historic Preservation Commission of South Bend 
and St. Joseph County and the St. Joseph’s County Parks 
Department partnered to offer classes on geocaching and 
celebrated St. Joseph County Parks’ “50 Years of Outdoor 
Fun” celebration by creating a cache in each of the four 
parks. The organizations also created self-guided Heritage 
Tours of county landmarks. 

The Historic Preservation Commission’s “Building South 
Bend: Past, Present and Future” tour included a website 
and mobile app, along with a 3D model of downtown South 
Bend in the 1920s and a 3D virtual-reality experience. 

The History Museum in South Bend sponsored the 
exhibit “200 Years of Indiana: A Celebration of Our 
History,” filling the museum’s temporary exhibit gallery 
with artifacts, images, text and videos that told the story of 
the state’s history.

Hannah Lindahl Children’s Museum in Mishawaka 
hosted “History of Indiana: A Bicentennial Celebration” on 
April 30, 2016, where children could play vintage games and 
visit a one-room schoolhouse, a general store and an old-
time post office. 

The Studebaker National Museum in South Bend was 
one of three Indiana transportation museums participating 
in the exhibit “Hoosier Made: World Driven,” which 
explored the heyday of the state’s automobile industry. The 
Studebaker Museum’s exhibit focused on the Brass Era.

In an Art in the Park project, poet Vienna Wagner 
composed a series of nature poems about Potato Creek State 
Park and created weekly haiku stations to help children 
create their own poems about the park.

Indiana University South Bend’s Raclin School of the 

The St. Joseph County Bicentennial Committee celebrates at South Bend’s Studebaker National Museum.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Arts partnered with Dickinson Intermediate Arts Academy 
and St. Joseph County Parks to present an original musical 
theater work based on the life of Hoosier playwright Charles 
Gordone, the first African American to win the Pulitzer 
Prize for drama. The script was researched and written by 
middle school students, with the music composed by IUSB 
faculty. The show was performed in St. Patrick’s Park.

The Michiana Male Chorus and member choruses of the 
Great Lakes Male Chorus Association presented “Indiana 
Sings,” a bicentennial celebration of the music of Hoosier 
composers and arrangers, at the Everest-Rohrer Auditorium 
in Mishawaka on June 4, 2016.

The town of Lakeville collaborated with local Eagle 
Scout candidate Jacob Eggebrecht, who constructed cedar 
shadowboxes that were mounted on or near many of the 
town’s historic buildings. The shadowboxes included photos 
and descriptions of the original buildings.

The Mishawaka-Penn-Harris Public Library’s Magic Tree 
House program for young readers featured the book “Civil 
War on Sunday” as part of its bicentennial celebration. 
The library also hosted a presentation on “Mishawaka and 
The Great War” by Indiana University South Bend history 
professor Dr. Thomas Murphy. Dr. Mark Schurr, professor 
of anthropology at Notre Dame, presented a program 
detailing the history of the Potawatomi and the Miami 
Removal Period. The St. Joseph County Public Library 
hosted an Indiana Author Series for adults and teens, 
featuring discussions of works by many Hoosier writers. 

Author Barbara Cook presented a lecture to the South 
Bend Genealogical Society on the New York City Children’s 
Aid Society Orphan Trains, which brought many children 
to live with Indiana families in the late 19th century.

Indiana University South Bend, St. Joseph County Public 
Library and Civil Rights Heritage Center offered county 
residents the opportunity to preserve family photos and 
other materials at a “Black History Matters Scan-a-thon.” 
They also sponsored a presentation by Purdue University 
professor Dr. Kim Gallon on the Black Press Research 
Collective.

Sugar Camp Days at Bendix Woods County Park in New 
Carlisle celebrated Indiana’s maple-syrup heritage with 
tours of the sugar bush and sugar house, horse-drawn 
wagon rides and music. The Indiana State Corn Huskers 
Association sponsored a hand corn-husking contest 
for people of all ages, and Hester’s Farm in Walkerton 
sponsored four summer historical festivals.

Lakeville Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star hosted a 
display of historic and patriotic items celebrating both 200 
years of Indiana statehood and the 150-year history of the 
Lakeville community. 

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust project, the Shirley Heinze 
Land Trust purchased 170 acres that include an extremely 
rare bog habitat. The town of Lakeville proposed the 
acquisition of 14.5 acres for construction of a boardwalk 
that would link the area to the downtown corridor. 

South Bend Parks and Recreation’s Rum Village Nature 
Center became part of the Bicentennial Nature Network, a 

statewide coalition of nature centers. 
In its Anniversary Solargraph project, the astronomy 

organization Nightwise offered amateur astronomers the 
opportunity to capture the motion of the sun through 
a long-duration photograph. Using pinhole cameras, 30 
participants captured the sun’s movement between June 
and December 2016, scanned the resulting images and 
shared them online. 

On Oct. 8, 2016, the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay 
began its St. Joseph County leg at Walkerton Elementary 
School. World War II veteran Cecil Kelver was among 
torchbearers who carried the flame through Walkerton in 
a 1937 Ford fire truck. The torch arrived in North Liberty 
in a 1963 Studebaker Lark before heading to Lakeville and 
Mishawaka, where torchbearers walked along the Beutter 
Park Riverwalk. It was then on to the University of Notre 
Dame and South Bend, where Mayor Pete Buttigieg read 
a proclamation declaring Oct. 8, 2016, as Bicentennial 
Torch Relay Day. A Bicentennial Birthday Bash followed 
the relay’s finish at Bendix Woods County Park. More than 
2,200 attended and more than 40 organizations took part, 
including the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi and Historic 
New Castle.

Information and artifacts are archived at the Indiana 
State Library. The Bicentennial Torch, one of the county’s 
four Bison-tennial bison, and the Louis Sabo Photography 
Exhibit were displayed in the lobby of the County City 
Building in South Bend.

Bicentennial events were promoted on the St. Joseph 
County Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages. The 
Steering Committee raised and spent an estimated $25,000. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
St. Joseph County, visit indiana2016.org.

Nightwise’s Anniversary Solargraph Legacy Project showed stargazers 
how to use a pinhole camera to capture the sun’s motion in a long-
duration photograph.

Photo credit: Nightwise
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SCOTT COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Brandon Polley
County Seat: Scottsburg
Year Organized: 1820
Square Miles: 190.40
Population in 2010: 24,181
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 8 - 7 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

“The community really came together and participated in 
the state bicentennial … It really brought everyone together 
as a county,” said County Coordinator Brandon Polley. He 
added that the county’s Legacy Projects were popular and 
well-attended. “All of our history dinners sold out and we 
had a very successful Bicentennial Bash on the evening 
of the Torch Relay,” he said, adding that “The Torch Relay 
was certainly the most memorable part of the bicentennial 
celebration …. The whole community participated 
from county line to county line. I know everyone who 
participated will never forget it.”

The Scottsburg fire engine led off the Scott County 
leg of the Torch Relay on the afternoon of Sept. 16, 
2016. On Day 7 of the flame’s journey through Indiana, 
torchbearers brought it to Scottsburg City Hall, where 
torchbearer and longtime Mayor William Graham 
addressed the crowd. Schools throughout the county 
brought hundreds of students to welcome the torchbearers 
in both Scottsburg and Austin. Following the relay, the 
Scott County Visitors Commission sponsored the “Scott 
County Bicentennial Bash,” an evening celebration at the 
Scott County Courthouse that included a screening of the 
movie “Breaking Away, food, souvenirs, speakers and an 
appearance by the county’s Bison-tennial bison. The bison 
was sponsored by the Scott County Arts Council and the 
Indiana Philanthropy Alliance. More than 200 people had 
helped paint the statue with sepia-toned representations of 
the bicentennial logo, a tulip tree blossom, a county map 
and county historical sites.

Several festivals earned endorsements as Bicentennial 
Legacy Projects. The Scott County Heritage Center staged 
an old-fashioned Christmas celebration on Dec. 13, 2015, 
which highlighted the history of the holiday in Indiana. 
Sponsored by the Scott County Historical Society and the 
Preservation Alliance, the afternoon event featured music, 
stories, activities and refreshments.

Materfest, an annual festival celebrating Scott County’s 
agricultural and canning history, revolved around the 
popular Indiana tomato. In 2016, the festival included “State 
of Indiana Bicentennial Moments” along with cooking 
contests, art demonstrations, live music, an antique tractor 
show and a farmers market. The festival is sponsored by the 
Scott County Visitors Commission.

The 2016 Scott County Museum Quilters Bicentennial 
Quilt Show, “Quilts: The Indiana Patchwork Story,” took 

place Sept. 9 and 10, 2016, on the grounds of the Scott 
County Heritage Center and Museum. Exhibits included 
period costumes, a historical timeline of quilting in 
Indiana, displays of Indiana fiber arts and quilts depicting 
Indiana history. 

The Scott County Heritage Center and Museum 
presented “A Bicentennial Luncheon,” where guests learned 
about women’s roles throughout the state’s 200-year history. 
The Heritage Center and Museum also offered a monthly 
“Bicentennial Moment,” which provided a glimpse into 
early Indiana history by answering such questions as “What 
did a typical pioneer wear?” and “What did a family eat and 
how were those foods prepared?”

In an Art in the Park project, Scott County artist Ryan K. 
Heacock hosted painting expeditions in the spring, summer 
and fall of 2016. The project culminated with a public 
exhibition in which the artists shared their works with the 
local community. 

An endorsed Bicentennial Legacy Project for Scott 
County was a proposed acquisition of 15.5 acres by the 
Department of Natural Resources Division of State 
Parks that would add to the size of the Hardy Lake State 
Recreation Area. 

The Scott County Bicentennial Committee included 
20 members. The committee raised $4,000 to help offset 
$9,000 in expenses. Twenty volunteers assisted with events, 
which were attended by an estimated 5,000 people. Material 
is archived at the Scott County Heritage Museum.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Scott County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Scott County Arts Council and artists Ryan Heacock and April 
Ramoni decorated this Bison-tennial bison, named “Barry.”

Photo credit: Scott County Arts Council
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SHELBY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Rachael Ackley
County Seat: Shelbyville
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 411.15
Population in 2010: 44,436
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6 – 4 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

County Coordinator Rachael Ackley said the county’s 
two Bicentennial Nature Trust projects were among key 
accomplishments of the bicentennial year. The Central 
Indiana Land Trust acquired 61 acres in Shelby County 
that included the 48-acre Meltzer’s Woods, believed to be 
the last unprotected old-growth forest in the state. The 
forest was designated a National Natural Landmark by the 
National Park Service in 1973. Other partners in the project 
included the Blue River Community Foundation and the 
Shelby County Tourism and Visitors Bureau.

The Shelbyville Parks and Recreation Department 
purchased 1.33 acres along State Road 9 near downtown 
Shelbyville, thanks to a $100,000 matching grant from the 
Blue River Community Foundation. The land will serve as 
a trailhead for a 4.2-mile trail to be built along the Big and 
Little Blue Rivers that will connect two city parks and the 
county fairgrounds.

Shelby County’s Bison-tennial bison, “Balsar,” was 
painted by Shelby County High School students. The 
project was funded by Shelby County Tourism and Shelby 
County United Fund For You. Balsar, named after the 
character in Charles Major’s story “The Bears of Blue River,” 
appeared throughout the county in 2016.

Shelby County Historical Society’s Paw Quilt Guild 
created an Indiana Bicentennial Quilt that was displayed at 
the Grover Museum in Shelbyville, the 2016 Shelby County 
Pioneer Fair and at other meetings.

“Shelby County Remembers: A WWII Living History 
Experience” was presented at the Shelby County 
Fairgrounds from Oct. 9-11, 2015. The Legacy Project 
was sponsored by Shelby County 
Tourism & Visitors Bureau.

The Shelbyville/Shelby County 
Pictorial History Book featured 
the history of the county from 
its inception through to 2016, 
and the 2016-2017 “Take Flight-
Shelby County” calendar featured 
photography highlighting the area’s 
natural beauty. Both were produced 
by Shelby County Tourism and 
Visitors Bureau.

The Bicentennial Arbor Day 
Celebration in Shelbyville included 
a full week of city beautification 

activities, including a tulip tree planting at every county 
school, city hall and the county courthouse. A tree giveaway 
during the Clean Shelby Day event at the fairgrounds, 
a celebration at Blue River Memorial Park and flower 
plantings also were part of the effort by the Indiana 
Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association and the Shelbyville 
Mayor’s Office.

The “Shelby County Reads” project highlighted Hoosier 
authors in 2016, with more than 14 writers visiting for book 
signings. Downtown Shelbyville’s “First Friday” festivities in 
Sept. 2016 featured history walks and building tours.

“I’m not sure if I have ever seen so many tears and smiles 
in one event,” said Ackley of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch 
Relay on Sept. 24, 2016. The torch started its journey at the 
Shelby County Airport aboard a thoroughbred race horse 
ridden by jockey Albin Jimenez, winner of the most races 
at Indiana Grand Racing and Casino in 2015. A total of 20 
torchbearers were selected to carry the flame. On its way 
to the courthouse square, the torch traveled on a “torch-
carrying machine” built by the Triton Central Robotics 
Team. Shelbyville Mayor Tom DeBaun declared Sept. 24 
“Bicentennial Torch Relay Day” before heading off with 
the torch on a tandem bicycle. The day was capped with a 
Bicentennial BBQ and Brew Fest on the city’s public square 
hosted by Mainstreet Shelbyville. 

Bicentennial items are archived and displayed at the 
Shelby County Historical Society’s Grover Museum and 
at Porter Visitors Center, where Balsar the bison is on 
permanent display. More than 23,500 people attended the 
various bicentennial events, which were promoted on the 
visitshelbycounty.com website and the “Shelby County 
Tourism Visitors Bureau” Facebook and Twitter pages. 
Eighty-seven volunteers assisted with events; expenses 
totaled $18,457.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Shelby County, visit indiana2016.org.

Shelby County’s Bison-tennial bison, “Balsar,” stands at attention in 
downtown Shelbyville.

Photo credit: Shelby County Bicentennial Committee
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SPENCER COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Melissa Brockman
County Seat: Rockport
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 396.74
Population in 2010: 20,952
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 14 – 13 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The year 1816 marked not only the date of Indiana’s 
founding, but also the year the Lincoln family arrived in 
what was soon to become Spencer County, Indiana. It was 
fitting, then, that many of the county’s Legacy Projects and 
other bicentennial activities honored the memory of the 
16th President of the United States. 

County Coordinator Melissa Brockman said a key 
accomplishment was a successful two-day, countywide 
bicentennial celebration that included an inaugural 
bicentennial beer festival in partnership with Lincoln 
Amphitheatre. A volunteer committee of 31 planned 
the events, and Brockman said there was “community 
involvement at every level.”

The county’s celebration on Sept. 9 and 10, 2016, featured 
dozens of events and activities in conjunction with the 
arrival of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay. The event 
included Civil War Living History Days on the grounds of 
the historic Spencer County Courthouse in Rockport. A 
free Friday-night Street Hootenanny, a replica of an 1863 
Civil War encampment, historic reenactors, a craft fair, 
children’s activities, carriage rides and the Taste of Spencer 
County food fair were among the attractions. The event 
concluded with the Friends of the Lincoln Pioneer Village 
8th annual Civil War Ball in the Grand Rotunda of  
the Courthouse. 

The first-ever Indiana’s Honest Abe Brewfest was so 
successful that it promised to become an annual event, said 
Brockman. Other activities included the 40-minute “Story 
of Indiana” Train Ride from the Lincoln National Memorial 
and a concert by rock musician Eddie Money.

The Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial sponsored 
the Cushaw “Lincoln” Squash Bicentennial Gardens, 
encouraging local schoolchildren and residents to grow 
their own plants from seeds carried down from the original 
squash grown by the Lincolns (see p. 105).

Think Lincoln, Inc. hosted the Abraham Lincoln 
Presenters Association Conference in April 2016. Lincoln 
reenactors from throughout the country attended to learn 
more about Lincoln’s formative years in Spencer County. 

Through an Art in the Park grant, The Red Bank 
ReUnion Band presented a “ghost walk” at Lincoln State 
Park, where they performed 19th-century music using 
period-appropriate instruments and musical arrangements. 
“The Indiana Years & Between Friends – Plays About 
Abraham Lincoln” was published by Saint Meinrad 

Archabbey. The book features two plays by Fr. Gavin Barnes 
about the life of Lincoln that previously were performed in 
Spencer County. 

The Lincoln Boyhood Drama Association sponsored 
the Lincoln Specialty License Plate, highlighting the 16th 
President’s years in Indiana (1816-1830).

The Boonville Merchants Association placed a marker on 
the grave of Matthew Gentry, a childhood friend of Lincoln. 
Lincoln wrote the poem “Poor Matthew” about Gentry. 

The bicentennial year marked the near-completion of the 
reconstruction of the Josiah and Elizabeth Crawford Cabin 
at the Lincoln Pioneer Village and Museum. The rebuilding 
project was started in 2007 by the Friends of the  
Pioneer Village. 

A three-year project, the “Crossroads of Indiana” 
Bicentennial Quilt, was completed just in time for the 
state’s birthday celebration. A group of volunteers sewed 
the quilt during the annual Heritage Days Rendezvous at 
the Rockport Lincoln Pioneer Village Museum. The quilt 
was displayed at the Pioneer Village Museum, the Spencer 
County Torch Relay celebration, the Indiana Statehouse and 
Spencer County businesses. 

The town of Santa Claus created the Santa Claus-Lincoln 
Discovery Trail in and around Lincoln Boyhood National 
Memorial and Lincoln State Park, and its annual three-
weekend Christmas Celebration offered holiday attractions 
honoring Indiana’s bicentennial. 

The Bicentennial Nature Trust made possible the 
expansion of Lincoln State Park by ten percent. The 
Department of Natural Resources State Parks and 
Reservoirs Division purchased 179 acres of upland forest 
along the park’s south and west boundaries. The acquisition 
also protects the western boundary of the Sarah Lincoln 
Nature Preserve located within the park. 

The Indiana bicentennial torch started its day in Spencer 
County on Sept. 10, 2016, with a ride on the Crow’s Nest 
at the Holiday World amusement park. The park’s mascot 
Holidog and Santa Claus himself carried it to Christmas 
Village and the town of Santa Claus. In Lincoln City, it 
followed the trail to the Lincoln Boyhood Memorial and 
then headed on a parade float to the Lincoln Amphitheatre, 
where it was serenaded by students from Heritage Hills. 
The torch passed through Gentryville, Chrisney and finally 
Rockport, where a celebration took place. 

Events were promoted on the websites SantaClausInd.
org and IndianasAbeLincoln.org, on the “Santa Claus 
Indiana” and “Indiana’s Abe Lincoln” Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter sites. A commemorative display featuring the 
replica torch is planned for 2018.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Spencer County, visit indiana2016.org.
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Dozens of volunteers worked long hours to create the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial bicentennial quilt in the Legacy Project “Quilting Like It’s 
1816.”

Photo credit: Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial
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STARKE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: David Pearman
County Seat: Knox
Year Organized: 1850
Square Miles: 309.13
Population in 2010: 23,363
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 8 - 7 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Many may not know that Starke County, in addition 
to being the second-to-last county organized in Indiana, 
is also a major producer of mint. The theme of the 40th 
annual North Judson Mint Festival, held June 17-19, 2016, 
in North Judson, celebrated not only the mint crop, but 
the state’s bicentennial and the town of North Judson’s 
sesquicentennial. In addition to a parade, the festival 
sponsored a youth essay contest. Young authors were asked 
to reflect on the theme of Indiana history and how they 
have been affected by living in the Hoosier state. 

Another Starke County tradition, the annual Yellowstone 
Trail Fest, was endorsed as a Legacy Project in 2016. County 
Coordinator David Pearman said, “The Yellowstone Trail 
Festival is a unique way to promote Starke County and 
our heritage.” The two-day festival highlights the county’s 
location along the Yellowstone Trail, the nation’s first 
transcontinental automobile highway. 

The Quantum History Institution sponsored a Legacy 
Project that offered a quick history lesson. The group 
displayed busts and paintings of U.S. presidents and other 
historical figures, along with Starke County memorabilia, 
in downtown Knox on Nov. 12, 2016. “The display brought 
attention to U.S. and Indiana history, as well as scientific 
achievements over the last 200 years,” said Project 
Coordinator Dennis Collins.

In the first endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust project 
in Starke County, The Nature Conservancy proposed the 
purchase of 30 acres of extremely 
rare Black Oak Savanna, a 
landscape characterized by widely 
spaced black oak trees with an 
understory of native prairie grasses 
and flowers.

Starke County was the last of 
four counties through which the 
Bicentennial Torch Relay traveled 
on Day 26 of its journey, Oct. 7, 
2016. The historic community of 
Bass Lake was first on the route. In 
a nod to the county’s agricultural 
heritage, the torch traveled along 
US 35 on a vintage mint planter. 
Other conveyances included an 
antique car, a road bike and a 
North Judson fire truck dating 

to 1947. The flame traveled through North Judson and 
Knox Industrial Park before it rode up the Yellow River 
on the Knox fire boat to Wythogan Park in Knox, where 
it anchored at twilight. A group of children carried the 
torch up the banks, where approximately 1,600 people had 
gathered for the closing ceremony.

Pearman said, “The finale still sticks in everyone’s mind, 
especially mine. [Seeing] everyone lined up along the river 
waiting for the torch to arrive on the fire boat still gives me 
chills …. At the stage for the closing celebration there was 
simply magic in the air.”

“More than anything this celebration brought us together 
as a community,” he added. “You just never know in a small 
town if people will embrace something, but our hard work 
paid off. The celebration revved up our identity.”

Unveiled at the closing ceremony was a Starke County 
flag, conceived by the late Jim Shilling and his wife, Melba. 
At the event, she said, “Jim Shilling’s ancestors came 
here in 1851 from Stark County, Ohio on the canal to 
Logansport, and then by oxcart to Starke County. Jim was 
an avid cheerleader for his beloved Starke County …. In his 
memory, I am presenting four flags to the Starke County 
Commissioners to be flown at the courthouse and the 
annex building, beginning with this Indiana  
bicentennial year.”

Events were promoted on the “Starke County 
Bicentennial” Facebook page, and memorabilia is displayed 
at the Starke County Historical Society Museum. The 
11-member Bicentennial Committee raised approximately 
$1,500 to help cover approximately $4,000 of expenses.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Starke County, visit indiana2016.org.

Melba Shilling presents the new Starke County flag in memory of her 
late husband, Jim, whose family arrived in the county in 1851.

Photo credit: Starke County Bicentennial Committee
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STEUBEN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: June Julien
County Seat: Angola
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 308.94
Population in 2010: 34,138
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 33 – 27 Legacy,  
6 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

“We had so many wonderful projects put forth that 
highlighted how lucky we are to live just not in Indiana, 
but in Northern Indiana Lakes Country,” said Bicentennial 
Coordinator June Julien. 

A contest to design “Bob,” Steuben County’s Bison-
tennial bison, was held in early 2016. A committee selected 
the design of artist Carl Mosher. The bison was sponsored 
by the Steuben County Tourism Bureau and United Way.

The towns of Angola, Hamilton and Fremont and the 
Tourism Bureau teamed with the DeKalb County towns of 
Auburn and Waterloo to create a “yarn art” trail in January 
and February 2016, which featured works of crocheting and 
knitting displayed in unique ways throughout the towns.

In Art in the Park projects, artist Andrea Kruse painted 
at various locations in Pokagon State Park for one week, 
providing opportunities for park visitors to view and 
discuss her works, and former Indiana Poet Laureate Joyce 
Brinkman worked with park staff to designate a trail to be 
used as a Poet’s Path. 

The Steuben County Patriotic Pops concert featured 
patriotic music performed by the Fort Wayne Philharmonic. 
A standing-room-only crowd of 650 attended the 2016 
Music Americana program, a patriotic tribute to Indiana 
and America hosted by the Kiwanis Club of 101 Lakes and 
the Angola Parks Department. It was held at the new T. 
Furth Music Center at Trine University on July 3, 2016.

More than 20,000 people turned out for the Angola 
Balloons Aloft event in 2016, which featured nearly 40 hot-
air balloons from throughout the Midwest. 
The highlight was the Happy Birthday 
balloon, which carried large banners wishing 
Indiana a happy 200th. 

Angola Civil War Days and American 
History Timeline Event in September 2016 
included a reenactment of the 1861 Battle of 
First Manassas. The event was sponsored by 
interactive Heritage History Group, Inc.

More than 200 cyclists aged six to 76 
participated in the 2016 Bike101Lakes ride, 
an event inviting cyclists to enjoy the lake 
and farm scenery on charted routes of three 
to 120 miles. Sponsored by the Steuben 
County Community Foundation, the event 
raised funds for a scholarship given to a 
student pursuing arts education.

Endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust projects in Steuben 
County included Blue Heron Ministries’ proposed purchase 
of 122 acres around Big Center Lake in Angola to create a 
nature preserve and recreation area. 

ACRES Land Trust acquired 19.5 acres of mature upland 
forest within the city limits of Angola with plans to develop 
a hiking and birdwatching trail. It also purchased a 43-acre 
site to expand Brammall Nature Preserve on Pigeon Pond 
and 18 acres located between Lake James and Jimmerson 
Lake. ACRES acquired 84 acres offering views of Perfect 
Lake and adjoining wetlands. 

The Nature Conservancy acquired 28 acres of Fish Creek 
floodplain and wooded acreage, and Clear Lake Township 
Land Conservancy purchased 18 acres to join its two 
existing properties. 

The Steuben County Historical Society restored the 
Victorian gardens around the 1891 Cline House Historical 
Museum, and visitors could tour the 1877 one-room Collins 
Schoolhouse in Fremont, listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

The City of Angola Historic Preservation Commission 
sponsored bicentennial tours of the downtown commercial 
historic district. The Steuben County Tourism Bureau 
sponsored a tour of 19 historic churches, including the 1852 
Orland Congregational Church, the oldest standing church 
in the county, and the Powers Church, built in 1876.

The Powers Church and Cemetery Restoration 
Committee hosted four special services at the church for 
the bicentennial. About 450 attended the services, which 
included a brief history of the church and area, musical 
entertainment and devotions by area pastors.

The Fremont Historical Society offered a guided tour 
through the historic Fremont Cemetery in July 2016 and 
will again in 2017, the town’s sesquicentennial year. 

The Joyce Public Library published “Historical 
Reflections of Orland and the Surrounding Area” and the 
Tourism Bureau published “With Courage and Conviction: 
Orland Indiana and the Abolitionist Movement.” Residents 
of the county’s first settlement participated in the 

The city of Angola’s bicentennial parade celebrated the state’s 200th birthday and the 
city’s 150th birthday.

Photo credit: Steuben County Bicentennial Committee
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Underground Railroad movement, and the arrests of five 
citizens caught moving slaves through the town in 1853 in 
violation of the Fugitive Slave Act thrust the community 
into the national spotlight. The Bureau collaborated with 
the Steuben County Historical Society to produce the 
self-guided, countywide tour “Steuben County and the 
Abolitionist Movement” in both online and in  
printed formats. 

Ten-thousand people attended Angola’s Independence 
Day festivities in 2016, which featured a downtown parade, 
fireworks, and music, food and activities at Common Park. 
The 2016 event celebrated the state’s bicentennial and the 
city’s 150th birthday.

The Fremont Musicfest, which celebrated its 22nd year 
in 2016, attracted a crowd of 3,500. It offered a variety of 
musical performances, a parade with the theme “Indiana 
Celebration 200” and the largest fireworks show in  
the county. 

The Old-Time Horse Drawn Christmas Parade in 
Hamilton, held the Saturday following Thanksgiving, 
celebrated its 16th year in 2016. Drawing 2,000 spectators, 
the procession featured 45 lighted and decorated horse-
drawn wagons from three states. 

An estimated 2,500 turned out for the 2016 Vermont 
Settlement Days festival in Orland, which carried a 
bicentennial theme. 

The Fremont Public Library celebrated Indiana’s 200th 
birthday on its 2016 Pumpkin Trail in Vistula Park, 
which focused on Indiana history and included pumpkin 

renditions of such Hoosier luminaries as Garfield the Cat, 
Clifford the Big Red Dog, Chief Pokagon, Little Abe Lincoln 
and Johnny Appleseed. 

The Pleasant Lake Lions Club presented its Minstrel 
Show, a local talent show held annually since 1930 that 
raises funds to benefit the community.

The Tourism Bureau printed bicentennial postcards 
featuring the Steuben County Soldiers Monument in 
downtown Angola and the Bicentennial Bass Stress Ball, 
which honors the history of fishing and boating on the 
county’s more than 101 lakes. It also published the brochure 
“Northern Indiana Lakes Country Cuisine” in partnership 
with Midwest Living magazine, which featured eight locally 
owned waterfront restaurants.

The Bicentennial Torch Relay made its way through 
Steuben County on Oct. 2, 2016. Twenty torchbearers 
carried the flame along a six-mile route that included Trine 
State Recreation Area and Pokagon State Park. A sea plane 
took the torch on a ride over Lake James, then landed at 
Potawatomi Inn beach in its final stop. Julien said, “It was 
the perfect ending to our yearlong (plus some) work!” 

Events were promoted on a Facebook page and Tourism 
Bureau website section dedicated to bicentennial. 
Approximately $24,540 was spent on events and activities. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Steuben County, visit indiana2016.org.

The annual Vermont Settlement Days festival in Orland carried a bicentennial theme in 2016.

Photo credit: Steuben County Tourism Bureau
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SULLIVAN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Deann Talley
County Seat: Sullivan
Year Organized: 1817
Square Miles: 447.14
Population in 2010: 21,421
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 4 - 3 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Bison were an important component of Sullivan County’s 
bicentennial celebration, which comes as no surprise 
because of the county’s location on the route of the historic 
Buffalo Trace. Two Bison-tennial bison named Sully and 
Tatanka made appearances throughout the county in 2016. 

At the Sullivan County 4-H Fair, local artist Steve Tucker 
painted historical scenes on Tatanka (the Lakota word for 
buffalo) in a project sponsored by the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Tourism Commission of Sullivan 
County. The designs on Sully, sponsored by the Sullivan 
Area Art Guild, were painted by five of its member artists. 
The Sullivan County American Indian Council performed a 
Blessing of the Journey on both bison.

Sully “escaped” from his home at the Sullivan Area Art 
Guild in May before he was painted and was “discovered” 
grazing on the Knott’s Family Farm on the Buffalo Trace. 
Bicentennial County Coordinator Deann Talley pointed out 
that Sully made an appearance in all but one of the county’s 
parades in 2016, visited eight of the 11 area schools for 
history lessons, and was a guest at the county courthouse 
and the annual Corn Fest. A booklet was created to tell the 
story of each of the icons painted on 
Sully. “Even the teachers commented 
that they have learned things they 
didn’t know about Sullivan County,” 
said Talley.

Partners for Resources created the 
Sullivan County Plat Book, a Legacy 
Project that raised funds to support 
community projects celebrating the 
bicentennials of the town of Carlisle in 
2015, the State of Indiana in 2016 and 
Sullivan County in 2017. 

Another Legacy Project, the 
General Daniel Sullivan Nature 
Trail, was created by 100 volunteers 
from the Sullivan FFA chapter. 
Local supporters and the National 
FFA provided the $2,500 in funds to 
construct the public trail. The trail 
bears the moniker of the American 
Revolutionary War general for whom 
the county was named.

“Students constructed the nature 
trail through thick underbrush using 

only hand tools,” reported Legacy Project Coordinator 
Kevin Cross. “Seeing the students work hard to accomplish 
a goal was very rewarding.” 

Through the Bicentennial Nature Trust, the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources Division of Fish and 
Wildlife purchased 41 acres of wetland along the floodplain 
of the Wabash River adjacent to the southern portion of 
Fairbanks Land Fish & Wildlife Area. The acquisition 
enabled construction of a boat ramp providing public access 
to the river.

On Sept. 21, 2016, the Indiana Torch Relay made its way 
through Sullivan County on Day 11 of its trip. Students at 
Duggar Union Charter School cheered on their principal 
as he traveled the inaugural leg of the route. A 1952 M38 
military jeep, a 1965 Shelby, a 1967 Camaro and 1959 Ford 
Thunderbird were among vehicles carrying the torch and 
torchbearers through the towns of Sullivan and Shelburn. 
A crowd gathered to watch the torch pass through Sullivan, 
and hundreds of Southwest School Corporation students 
cheered as Mayor Clint Lamb handed off the torch on its 
way to the finale of the Sullivan County leg on U.S. 41. 

Bicentennial activities were promoted on the Chamber 
of Commerce, Historical Museum and Art Guild Facebook 
pages. Tatanka is resting, along with the bicentennial flag, 
at the Sullivan County Historical Museum, while Sully is 
displayed at the Art Guild Gallery. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Sullivan County, visit indiana2016.org.

In a Bicentennial Legacy Project, members of the Sullivan County FFA 
took a summer agriculture tour to learn about the science of farming.

Photo credit: Kevin Cross
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SWITZERLAND 
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Christy Morgan
County Seat: Vevay
Year Organized: 1814
Square Miles: 220.63
Population in 2010: 10,622
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 7

Switzerland County—so named in recognition of its 
founding Swiss settlers—focused on its wine-making 
heritage during the state’s bicentennial year. 

“Celebrating Indiana’s Grape Heritage” Grand Festival 
Parade in Vevay on Aug. 27, 2016, was the official kick-off of 
the 45th Swiss Wine Festival, an Endorsed Legacy Project 
that paid homage to Indiana and Switzerland County’s 
winemaking roots. In honor of the bicentennial, all floats 
carried a grape or winemaking theme.

County Coordinator Christy Morgan said the county’s 
200th birthday celebrations served to unify  
county residents. 

The Switzerland County Historical Society’s Rural 
Heritage Tour in September 2016 took place on the grounds 
of the early 19th-century Thiebaud Farmstead and Musee 
de Venoge, both Nationally Registered Historic Properties. 
Interpreters in period clothing brought the settings to life 
for visitors. 

Vevay’s Sleepy Hollow Fall Celebration on Oct. 15, 
2016, featured pumpkins and gourds decorated with a 
bicentennial theme. Children and adults alike created 
designs highlighting the state’s 200th birthday that then 
were displayed at the Switzerland County Visitors Center. 
The Endorsed Legacy Project was sponsored by Switzerland 
County Tourism.

The Purdue 
Cooperative Extension-
Switzerland County 
sponsored a summer 
Walking Challenge to 
encourage fitness. The 
Extension Office created 
a weekly e-newsletter for 
walkers that included 
bicentennial facts about 
Indiana and Switzerland 
County along with health 
tips. Walking the entire 
length of Switzerland 
County’s Bicentennial 
Torch Relay path was 
one of the goals set for 
participants.

On Sept. 17, 2016, the 

Bicentennial Torch Relay travelled through Switzerland 
County. The Switzerland County High School band and 
choir performed at the Day 8 kickoff event, held at the 
courthouse in Vevay. The torch was carried in a horse 
and buggy, then handed off to citizens of all ages who 
carried the torch through the town. The torch, along with 
the state’s official Bicentennial medal designed by Vevay 
artist Donna Walker, also were carried on the county’s 
bicentennial float. The flame travelled up Vevay Hill in 
a classic car, then along State Road 56 and through Mt. 
Sterling and Jacksonville. 

Torchbearer Jennifer Scudder, one of final two 
torchbearers, said, “I love history and I love they are doing 
this relay. I think it’s the neatest thing to go through  
every county.” 

Bicentennial Coordinator Morgan said she found 
celebrating the accomplishments of the torchbearers very 
moving. “It was a much more emotional experience than I 
had anticipated. One torch hand-off included a young boy 
and a much older gentleman. The looks on their faces were 
just priceless. In fact, when I look back at the photos, I cry 
every time.”

The five-person bicentennial committee and its 25 
volunteers raised approximately $1,500 to support an 
estimated total expense of $3,500. Events were promoted on 
the Switzerland County Tourism Facebook and Instagram 
pages and its website, switzcotourism.com. Bicentennial-
related items will be preserved at the Switzerland County 
Historical Society. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Switzerland County, visit indiana2016.org.

Blacksmiths demonstrate their craft at the Switzerland County Rural 
Heritage Tour in October 2016.

Photo credit: Switzerland County Tourism Facebook Page
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TIPPECANOE  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinators: Sue Scholer and 
Mike Piggott
County Seat: Lafayette
Year Organized: 1826
Square Miles: 499.81
Population in 2010: 172,980
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 40 – 36 Legacy,  
4 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

County Coordinators Sue Scholer and Mike Piggott 
said a key accomplishment of the county’s bicentennial 
celebration was “the involvement of so many of our citizens 
in the various activities and projects. Our large number of 
torchbearer nominations [150] was a wonderful testimony 
to the many good works and accomplishments of folks in 
the community.” 

The county was home to five Bison-tennial bison, and 
Lafayette’s ArtSmart project, which teaches the history of 
Indiana through art (see p. 101) was the first in the county 
to be endorsed as a Bicentennial Legacy Project. 

The city of Lafayette funded creation of a Bicentennial 
Gateway Sculpture at the corner of Main and Second 
Streets. Designed by Indianapolis artist Jeff Laramore, it 
was completed in time for the Indiana Bicentennial Torch 
Relay’s trip through Tippecanoe County.

Ivy Tech Community College dedicated the Liberty and 
Prosperity Bicentennial Torch Sculpture in October 2016 
at the College’s Lafayette Campus. The outdoor metal 
sculpture, replica of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay 
torch, was designed and constructed by students in the 
School of Technology’s Welding Program as a service-
learning project.

Tippecanoe County schools received a “kid-friendly,” 
scaled version of the torch created by Purdue engineering 
students for the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay. Lessons 
about the past, present and future of each county provided 
an opportunity to connect students to their local and  
state history. 

The sculpture garden on the grounds of the Haan 
Mansion Museum of Indiana Art in Lafayette added a 
carved limestone roliquery and sculptures made from farm 
implements in a bicentennial installation featuring the work 
of Indiana artists. 

“Ice Pie Spirals,” a large mosaic in West Lafayette’s 
Klondike Elementary School, was created by artist-in-
residence Linda Vanderkolk to celebrate the natural 
world and inspire environmental awareness. The work 
incorporated thousands of nature words and images under 
small glass disks, including over 200 flora and fauna native 
to Indiana.

The Otterbein Public Library teamed with the 
Tippecanoe Arts Federation and Otterbein Elementary 
School to create a 20-foot mural in the library’s meeting 
room. The mural was created by sixth-grade art classes 
under the direction of the Tippecanoe Arts Federation’s 
resident artist, Stacy Bogan.

Sixteen pop icons— former Purdue University students—
were celebrated in the “Pop! Goes Purdue” bicentennial 
exhibit. Local artists were commissioned to paint portraits 
of each of the icons selected by the West Lafayette Public 
Arts Team, with the works exhibited in Purdue’s Fountain 
Gallery and in a permanent public art display.

Catherine Nagy Mowry displayed her artwork celebrating 
Miami culture; lectured on native stories, signs and 
symbols; and conducted a corn husk doll-making class in 
Miami style. Dani Tippmann presented workshops on  
the Miami traditional uses of plants and creating  
sweetgrass baskets.

The Morton Community Center sponsored an afternoon 
of art-making at Prophetstown State Park. The workshop 
included painting, drawing, dance, theatre and  
woven crafts. 

Civic Theatre of Greater Lafayette’s Summer Theatre 
Institute presented “Great Moments in Indiana History,” 
a humorous journey through 200 years of Hoosier history 
by Scott Haan, in the theatre garden on the grounds of the 
Haan Mansion Museum of Indiana Art.

The Lafayette Symphony performed “200 Candles: A 
Hoosier Birthday Bash,” a concert of Indiana music on Nov. 
5, 2016. The event, a multimedia partnership with the Art 
Museum of Greater Lafayette, included commissioned 
orchestral arrangements. In addition, the Bach Chorale 
Singers Children and Youth choirs hosted “Indiana Voices 
in Song” on Nov. 19, 2016. All nine children’s choirs from 
around the state, along with Lafayette-area schoolchildren, 
were invited to participate. 

Young students cheer on Tippecanoe County torchbearers during the 
Bicentennial Torch Relay on Oct. 12, 2016.

Photo credit: Bre Daugherty, Ball State University
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In honor of early 20th-century Hoosier quilt designer 
Marie Webster’s influence on quilting, Studio Art Quilt 
Associates presented an exhibit of Indiana quilts in the 
gallery of Artists’ Own in Lafayette in the fall of 2016. 
The Old Tippecanoe Quilt Guild’s 2016 Festival of Quilts 
incorporated the theme “Take Me to the River” for its 
challenge quilt competition, inviting participants to make 
a quilt inspired by the Wabash or Tippecanoe Rivers and 
incorporate one of the symbols or colors from the Indiana 
state flag.

The 48th annual Feast of the Hunter’s Moon, the largest 
event of its kind in the Midwest. was held on the banks of 
the Wabash in October 2016. Sponsored by the Tippecanoe 
County Historical Association, the event was a recreation 
of the annual fall gathering of the French and Native 
Americans at Fort Ouiatenon. 

The Historical Association’s “Heritage Day: 200 Years 
of Work and Play in Indiana” included historical activities 
and demonstrations at the Tippecanoe Battlefield historical 
site. In partnership with Purdue University Galleries, 
the Historical Association also presented the exhibit 
“George Winter: Reflections on the Native Peoples of Early 
Indiana,” showcasing works by the Hoosier artist from its 
permanent collection. The exhibit and associated lectures 
and workshops associated were held at Purdue University’s 
Fountain Gallery in Lafayette.

The Tippecanoe County 4-H Fair in July 2016 highlighted 
the 200 years of Tippecanoe County and Indiana with 
bicentennial-themed activities. 

Lafayette’s Greenbush Cemetery, founded in 1848 and the 
burial ground of many of the town’s earliest settlers, was 
restored by Fairfield Township.

The Purdue University Grounds Department filled the 
campus with more than 6,000 yellow and blue annual 
flowers to celebrate Indiana’s bicentennial. 

In Bicentennial Nature Trust projects, NICHES Land 
Trust acquired 59 acres on the border of Tippecanoe and 
Warren counties. The site, which lies between NICHES’ 
Black Rock Nature Preserve and Ross Hills (owned by the 
Purdue Research Foundation and the Tippecanoe County 
Parks Department) creates nearly four contiguous miles 
of habitat along the Wabash. Tippecanoe County Parks 
acquired approximately 195 acres just north of Lafayette, 
a former gravel mine, to create the proposed Lake Harner 
Recreation Area. The Tippecanoe County Historical 
Association acquired an 80-acre parcel of floodplain 
agricultural land along the Wabash River that includes a 
portion of the historic Fort Ouiatenon site. The land will be 
converted to grasslands.

The Lilly Nature Center and The Wah-ba-shik-a Nature 
Center became part of the Bicentennial Nature Network, a 
statewide coalition of nature centers. 

On Arbor Day 2016, the West Lafayette Tree Friends 
installed 16 trees on South River Road in celebration of 
the bicentennial. In the Tree Planting Unification Project, 
the Indiana Native American Indian Affairs Commission 
planted the tree of choice for each of Indiana’s 11 tribes at 

Prophetstown State Park in West Lafayette and erected a 
plaque explaining their historical connection to the state.

The Monticello-Union Township Public Library, in 
partnership with Prophetstown State Park, hosted a 
wildflower hike at the park in the spring of 2016. After the 
hike, a florist demonstrated how to arrange wildflowers. 

On Oct. 12, 2016, the Bicentennial Torch Relay kicked 
off its trip through Tippecanoe County with a pancake 
breakfast in Columbian Park followed by a mayoral 
proclamation and ceremony. At the Haan Mansion 
Museum, a pep band played “On the Banks of the Wabash” 
at a public celebration. The torch then made its way to 
the Lafayette Art Museum and around the courthouse to 
the strains of “Back Home Again in Indiana.” The torch 
crossed the Wabash River into West Lafayette and Purdue 
University. There, the Boilermaker Special carried the 
School of Engineering students, professors and staff who 
designed the bicentennial relay torches past Zucrow Labs, 
where they were made. Astronaut David Wolfe, wearing a 
NASA flight suit, transported the torch past the statue of 
fellow astronaut Neil Armstrong. The caravan then headed 
to Klondike Middle and Elementary Schools, where it 
was welcomed by hundreds of cheering students holding 
handmade Indiana flags and birthday signs. The torch made 
a stop at the Wabash Township Fire Department before 
heading out to Warren County, the 85th of the relay.

More than 100 volunteers helped to support bicentennial 
events. Materials will be archived at the County 
Courthouse and Historical Association. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Tippecanoe County, visit indiana2016.org.

“George,” one of Tippecanoe County’s five Bison-tennial bison, sits on 
the lawn of the County Courthouse in Lafayette. Artists Lorie Amick 
and LaDonna Vohar painted the statue, sponsored by the United Way 
of Greater Lafayette.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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TIPTON COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Gae Matchette and 
Jill Curnutt-Howerton
County Seat: Tipton
Year Organized: 1844
Square Miles: 260.54
Population in 2010: 15,875
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 5

Tipton County was proud to host a bicentennial event 
every month during 2016. “Some were not as big as others, 
but all were important to our county,” reported County 
Coordinators Gae Matchette and Jill Curnutt-Howerton.

The county was home to five Endorsed Legacy Projects, 
three of which were sponsored by the Tipton 
County Historical Society. Tipton County residents 
were invited to complete and submit six-generation 
family trees for inclusion in a hardbound book that 
will be available for genealogical research. Another 
project made possible the restoration of the first 
Tipton County commissioner’s book, which dates to 
the year the county was organized. 

The third project initiated the preservation of 
county’s first cemetery, Pleasant Hill Cemetery, 
in which the first gravestone was laid in 1837. The 
cemetery required extensive restoration, since 
approximately 80 percent of the gravestones had 
been damaged. The Legacy Project application 
noted, “The goal is to make Pleasant Hill pleasant 
again, and to remember our many pioneer settlers 
who are buried there. Among those resting there are 
a War of 1812 veteran and eight Civil War soldiers.”

Two additional Legacy Projects involved the 
historic Dunham House, the ancestral home of 
President Barack Obama, which sits on sacred 
Native American Miami Reserve land. The 
organization Sustainable Indiana planted the first 
Tree of Hope, one of more than 260 around the 
state, at Dunham House on Mar. 29, 2015, calling it 
“a fitting place to recognize both the special place 
Indiana has between the past and the present.” 
The Dunham House Educational Foundation also 
opened the house for free public tours during 
Indiana’s bicentennial year. 

The county coordinators reported that other 
highlights of the bicentennial year included a 
Chautauqua in the Park on July 4, 2016; a “Red 
Carpet Movie Event” at Tipton’s Diana Theatre on 
July 30 featuring the film “Tipton, This Is Your City, 
1960”; and a tractor parade around the courthouse 
in conjunction with the Mid-America Threshers 
Show in August. 

Oct. 6, 2016, marked Day 25 of the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay, with Mayor Don Havens carrying 

the torch from the Tipton County Courthouse. Purdue 
University band members, accompanied by the world’s 
largest drum, delighted spectators. Several generations 
of families were represented as the torch moved in 
transportation that included a pickup truck, a tractor and  
a horse.

Thirteen volunteers served as members of the Tipton 
County Bicentennial Committee. Artifacts are being 
preserved at the Tipton County Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Tipton County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Tipton County Foundation’s Ducky Day attracted 1,200 visitors 
during its 2016 bicentennial celebration.

Photo credit: Tipton County Bicentennial Committee

County Projects | 219



UNION COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Melissa Browning
County Seat: Liberty
Year Organized: 1821
Square Miles: 161.22
Population in 2010: 7,531
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 4 – 1 Legacy,  
3 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Situated in the historic White River Valley, Union County 
is the second least-populated and third smallest county 
in the state by size, but ranks high in natural beauty, with 
Whitewater State Memorial Park as a highlight. 

The Bicentennial Nature Trust undertook three projects 
to preserve that natural beauty. The Whitewater Valley 
Land Trust purchased 18 acres in Union County and 
acquired two larger areas spanning both Union and Wayne 
counties. One is a 167-acre tract with 120 tillable acres; 
47 acres of woodlands, streams, wetlands; and a two-acre 
beach of gravel and sand. The second, in partnership 
with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Cope 
Environmental Center, Whitewater Valley Land Trust 
and Earlham College, includes several tracts of land in a 
corridor along the Whitewater River from U.S. 40 to the 
Brookville Reservoir.

Another highlight of the county’s bicentennial 
celebration was town of Liberty’s annual Fourth of July 
celebration, which was an endorsed Legacy Project in 2016. 
The bicentennial-themed event featured a parade with more 
than 100 floats, museum tours, a patriotic baby contest, 
chicken dinners, pancake breakfasts and a freedom run.

The Bicentennial Torch Relay passed through Union 
County on Sept. 24, 2016. It served as the culminating 
event of the two-day Union County Harvestfest in Liberty. 
Nineteen torchbearers carried the flame on conveyances 
including a rickshaw, antique cars, an all-terrain vehicle, a 
motorcycle and a golf cart.

County Coordinator Melissa Browning reported that 
a highlight was “the community morale that the relay 
created,” adding that “one of the moments in time that will 
never be forgotten was Malcolm Miles holding the torch.” 
Health concerns prevented Miles from traveling with the 
torch, so his daughter, Melissa Shepler, carried it on his 
behalf. The Liberty Herald newspaper reported, “Although 
she promised herself that she wouldn’t cry, Shepler was 
overcome with emotions as she finished her portion of the 
route. Shepler embraced her father as he waited for her at 
her stopping point.”

Along the way, the torch relay passed the College Corner 
Union School on the Indiana/Ohio county line, the only 
school remaining in the nation serving students in two 
states. 

County Commissioner Paul Wiwi and his family 
delivered the torch to its final county destination, the Union 

County Courthouse, where a celebration took place. “This 
is a once in a lifetime thing,” he told The Liberty Herald. 
“We’re never going to see this again, I don’t think.”

A six-person bicentennial committee and 20 volunteers 
coordinated the county’s events and activities, which 
attracted an audience of about 3,000—more than 40 
percent of the entire population of the county. 

Approximately $3,000 was spent on the Union County 
bicentennial activities, which were promoted on the Union 
County Development Corporation’s Facebook page. The 
Torch Relay banner and memorabilia will be preserved in a 
shadow box.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Union County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Bicentennial Nature Trust helped Whitewater Valley Land Trust 
acquire a corridor along the east fork of the Whitewater River that 
spans Union and Wayne counties. 

Photo credit: Mark Becker, Indiana Department of Natural Resources
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VANDERBURGH 
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Laura Libs
County Seat: Evansville
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 223.48
Population in 2010: 179,773
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11

Vanderburgh County created 11 Endorsed Legacy 
Projects in 2016, many of which shined a light on the 
history and heritage of this southern Indiana county.

The Evansville Museum of Arts, History and Science 
organized a five-month multi-disciplinary exhibition, 
“At the Bend in the River: Our Place on the Ohio,” which 
told the story of Evansville’s connection to the Ohio 
River through historical artifacts and images, hands-on 
components and works of art.

The Evansville Museum of Arts, History and Science 
sponsored “Lincoln: The Formative Years,” highlighting the 
life of the nation’s 16th president in Indiana from 1816  
to 1830. 

The McCutchan Art Center/Pace Galleries on the 
University of Southern Indiana campus featured “Quilting 
in Community: A Celebration of a Southern Indiana Amish 
Tradition,” which focused on the contemporary quilts, quilt 
makers and community of the Southern Indiana Amish. 

The Indiana bicentennial was front and center at the 
96th Vanderburgh County Fair in July 2016. Activities 
included bicentennial-themed categories for exhibitors in 
photography, home arts and floral design; a “Proud to Be a 
Hoosier” 4-H club parade; and an Indiana Facts contest. 

Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library’s Summer 
Learning Program, “Indiana’s Excellent Adventure,” focused 
on Indiana. Participants of all ages explored Indiana’s past, 
present and future through materials, programs and  
special events.

Evansville’s Literacy Center celebrated 50 years in service 
with an ALL-IN Block Party on June 18, 2016, offering 
attendees the opportunity to participate in a series of fun 
and thought-provoking activities and challenges to build 
local and state pride. 

Two Evansville Art in the Park events earned Legacy 
Project endorsements. Children’s Center for Dance 
Education, which taught dance to 105 students in an 
Evansville outreach program, showcased the Jackson 
family from Gary, Indiana and their rise to musical success. 
Student dancers learned music, dance and state geography 
for their performance as part of Black History month. In 
addition, the Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra performed 
a patriotic-themed concert in the Lincoln Amphitheater at 
Lincoln State Park. 

The Southwestern Indiana Regional Council on Aging 
sponsored Fit and 50, an annual athletic event competition 
for Hoosiers aged 50 and over. The games, held primarily  
in Evansville, encourage participants to become or  
remain active. 

The Wesselman Nature Society in Evansville was a 
partner in the Bicentennial Nature Center Network, which 
supported the Children of Indiana Bicentennial Park 
environmental education program and developed local 
environmental programs for children. 

The Bicentennial Torch Relay passed through 
Vanderburgh County on Sept. 10, 2016, Day 2 of its cross-
state journey. The torch was passed from Warrick to 
Vanderburgh counties at Angel Mounds State Historic Site, 
which straddles the county line. It continued to Evansville, 
where a closing ceremony along the Ohio River featured 
Mayor Lloyd Winnecke reading a proclamation declaring 
Sept. 10, 2016, as “Torch Relay Day.”

The Evansville Sports Corporation sponsored the 
Riverside Relay Marathon, an Endorsed Legacy Project 
focused on a healthy future, held on the same day as the 
Torch Relay. The looped course took runners along the 
banks of the Ohio River in downtown Evansville. 

Bicentennial Coordinator Laura Libs, who worked with 
the six-person Torch Relay committee, said, “Working  
with our citizen committee to organize the Torch  
Relay” was a key accomplishment of the county’s  
bicentennial celebration.

The torch and related memorabilia are housed at Willard 
Library in Evansville.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Vanderburgh County, visit indiana2016.org.

Artist Dakri Sinclair designed Vanderburgh County’s Bison-tennial 
bison, which was sponsored by Vectren Foundation.

Photo credit: Vanderburgh County Bicentennial Committee
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VERMILLION  
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Eliza Porter
County Seat: Newport
Year Organized: 1824
Square Miles: 256.88
Population in 2010: 16,143
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6 - 4 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Vermillion County’s bicentennial celebration highlighted 
“the amazing contributions and accomplishments of 
outstanding citizens—from youth to those advanced in 
age. It became a key event that united the county as we 
celebrated what makes Vermillion County unique and 
wonderful!” reported Bicentennial Coordinator Eliza Porter. 
The events were coordinated by six committee members 
and 30 volunteers, with approximately 500  
people attending.

Six Endorsed Legacy Projects were hosted by the 
county, including two endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust 
initiatives in the Healthy Rivers INitiative Wabash River 
Conservation Area. The Trust acquired 254 acres spanning 
Vermillion and Vigo counties that included 11 acres of 
wetlands, and proposed the acquisition of an additional 128 
wooded acres. 

Porter said she enjoyed sharing information about The 
Gathering at the Crossing Legacy Project. The living-history 
gathering sponsored by Vermillion County 4-H took place 
in September 2016 near the two historic sites of Harrison’s 
Crossing and the Ancient Piankeshaw Indian Village at 
the Big Vermillion and Wabash Rivers. All fourth-graders 
in the county were invited to the event, which focused on 
Indiana history from the years 1740 to 1840 and included 
demonstrations, games and interactive displays.

The Newport Lions Club sponsored the Newport Antique 
Auto Hill Climb Indiana State Flag Legacy Project, which 
aimed to celebrate and increase awareness of the state 
flag as well as highlight Newport’s history in automobile 
development. The hundreds of drivers who took part in the 
Hill Climb and car show received Indiana flags, and state 
flags were flown around the courthouse square over  
the summer.

The Vermillion County Historical Society conducted 
a Bicentennial Open House to unveil the newly restored 
windows in its headquarters, formerly the home of the 
county jail. The open house featured volunteers wearing 
period costumes and a representation of historic figures 
who played key roles in the development of Vermillion 
County and Indiana. Skinner Farm Village in Perryville, 
which includes 31 historic Indiana buildings, sponsored a 
Legacy Project celebrating the early architectural styles in 
Indiana construction, with the public invited to tour the 
village free of charge. 

The Bicentennial Torch Relay started its 12th day in 
Clinton on Sept. 22, 2016. Twenty torchbearers were 
selected to carry the torch through Vermillion County. The 
daylong festivities included both a kick-off celebration in 
downtown Clinton that featured the South Vermillion High 
School band and a closing celebration at the Vermillion 
County Fairgrounds, where the North Vermillion High 
School band performed. 

A gondola on wheels highlighting Clinton’s Little Italy 
Festival carried the torch, as well as a float and a fire truck. 
A WWII army jeep highlighted famed Vermillion County 
journalist Ernie Pyle, born on a farm near Dana. All fifth-
grade students in the county lined the fairgrounds to watch 
the passing of the flame. A “Bicentennial Gallery” featuring 
artwork by the students of the North Vermillion School 
Corporation was on display at the fairgrounds’  
4-H building. 

The Bicentennial Committee did not conduct 
fundraising, and spent an estimated $1,500 on events. 
Information, photos and other memorabilia for Vermillion 
County’s bicentennial celebrations, Torch Relay and  
Legacy Projects are held at the Vermillion County  
Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Vermillion County, visit indiana2016.org.

Torchbearers of all ages carried the flame through Vermillion County 
on Sept. 22, 2016.

Photo credit: Sadie Lebo, Ball State University
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VIGO COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Brittany Michaels 
and Fred Nation
County Seat: Terre Haute
Year Organized: 1818
Square Miles: 403.31
Population in 2010: 107,873
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 44 – 26 Legacy,  
18 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Along with Indiana, the city of Terre Haute celebrated 
its bicentennial year in 2016. Bicentennial Co-coordinator 
Brittany Michaels said, “Vigo County set out to raise 
awareness and build engagement for the bicentennial 
celebrations for the state of Indiana and the city of Terre 
Haute.” Fred Nation added that the celebrations “engaged 
scores of persons in the process and provided interesting 
local history and state history information.”

They cited the creation of Griffin Bike Park as one of 
the most meaningful county Legacy Projects: “a wonderful 
example of how Hoosiers come together and demonstrate 
hope and togetherness even during difficult times,” said 
Michael. The Griffin family wanted to honor the military 
sacrifice of their son, Sgt. Dale R. Griffin of Terre Haute, 
and the community rallied behind their idea to create a 
free, national-caliber destination riding area for riders of 
all ages, skills and abilities. The grand opening in 2016 
included races, competitions, skills clinics, professional 
rider demonstrations, children’s rides, live music and more. 
The Vigo County Bison-tennial bison resides there as well.

River City Art Association presented bicentennial-
themed exhibits in May, July and Sept. 2016. Each artist’s 
interpretation revealed different aspects of the history and 

legacy of Indiana. The May exhibit included tours of the 
Terre Haute Masonic Temple, which is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The Vigo County Public Library featured “Celebrating 
200: Terre Haute’s Emerald Necklace,” an exhibition of 
restored maps and blueprints designed for Terre Haute by 
renowned landscape architect George Kessler. 

The Swope Art Museum in Terre Haute presented the 
exhibition “Good Intentions: Two Unrealized Projects by 
Gilbert Brown Wilson.” The Terre Haute native was known 
for his large-scale murals. 

Arts Illiana, Arts Council of the Wabash Valley, 
sponsored “200 Years on the Banks of the Wabash,” an art 
exhibition open to all Indiana visual artists. 

In an Art in the Park project, students in the Indiana 
State University Department of Art and Design curated an 
exhibit of works by Hoosier artists held in the university’s 
permanent collection. The exhibition and resulting catalog 
were available to the public at no cost.

The Vigo Public Library sponsored “Make History with 
Your eBook,” inviting Hoosier authors to make their writing 
available to the public by creating and submitting eBooks 
on the Vigo County Public Library’s website. Thanks to two 
Library Services and Technology Act grants administered 
by the Indiana State Library, the library digitized microfilm 
reels of Terre Haute newspapers from 1823-1902, making 
them available online. 

The library also digitized the Dorothy Ross family history 
collection, which chronicles the lives of African-American 
settlers at Lost Creek Settlement and its formation as one of 
the earliest settlements of free people of color in the state.

The library and the Terre Haute Tribune-Star, in 
partnership with local historians and writers, published a 
Terre Haute bicentennial commemorative book in 2016.

The Vigo County Historical Society and Museum curated 
the exhibit “Read All About it —Our History Through 

Fourth-graders at Benjamin Franklin School in Terre Haute were all smiles as they waited for the bicentennial torch.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Newspapers,” using newspaper articles to tell the stories of 
Terre Haute and Vigo County. 

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College and the Sisters of 
Providence hosted an architectural open house of its 
historic campus on Oct. 8, 2016. The event, co-sponsored 
by Terre Haute Landmarks, Inc., highlighted a collection 
of buildings designed by four generations of the family 
of Diederich Bohlen, who established one of Indiana’s 
foremost architectural firms. 

Art Spaces, in partnership with Vigo County Public 
Library, commissioned a public sculpture honoring world-
renowned Hoosier author Theodore Dreiser for the library’s 
downtown location. Arts Illiana honored composer Paul 
Dresser, author Theodore Dreiser and other “Historic 
Hauteans” in its magazine, “Spectrum,” in 2016. The 
magazine included four features about Terre Haute’s history 
of arts and culture.

The goal of the Legacy Project “Turn to the River—A 
Community Reconnects” was to reconnect Terre Haute’s 
downtown with the Wabash River through public art and 
design. The resulting plan, along with a design symposium, 
laid the groundwork for implementation. In 2016 the civic 
plaza between Terre Haute City Hall and the Vigo County 
Courthouse was redesigned to include public art and to 
capture elements of history.

The Vigo County Historical Society and Museum 
renovated the historic Ehrmann Building in downtown 
Terre Haute to house the new Vigo County History Center. 
The Society held a year-end bicentennial celebration at the 
center in December 2016.

The Wabash Valley Community Foundation celebrated 
its 25th anniversary during Indiana’s bicentennial, moving 
to a renovated office in Terre Haute. Created through the 
Lilly Endowment’s GIFT initiative, the Foundation is a 
partnership between the residents of Clay, Sullivan and 
Vigo counties. 

The “Art from Waste” project invited students in 
the Vigo County School Corporation to create usable 
items or artwork using recycled or waste materials. This 
project kicked off a year-long initiative by the non-profit 
environmental organization reTHINK, Inc. to encourage 
the local community to adopt sustainable measures. 

TREES, Inc., a non-profit environmental volunteer 
group, sponsored a photography contest with the theme 
“Bicentennial TREES: Celebrating Terre Haute’s Canopy,” 
encouraging professional and amateur photographers of 
all ages to capture the beauty of the Wabash Valley tree 
canopy. The winning photos were displayed at the Vigo 
County Public Library in November and December 2016. 
The City of Terre Haute Urban Forestry Department 
planted 200 trees in public-owned lands to replace those 
lost to age, insects or disease. 

Through the Bicentennial Nature Trust, the Department 
of Natural Resources Division of Fish and Wildlife acquired 
11 parcels totaling more than 1,650 acres within the 
Healthy Rivers Initiative (HRI) Wabash River Conservation 
Area, with endorsed plans to acquire additional acreage. 

The area includes portions that protect the critical riparian 
wildlife habitat and the water quality of the Wabash River, 
while ensuring access to outdoor recreational opportunities. 
The Division also acquired 254 acres spanning Vigo and 
Vermillion counties that fall within the HRI Conservation 
Area. In addition, the Vigo County Parks and Recreation 
Department acquired 393 acres of mature forest, formerly 
part of the Pfizer manufacturing facility. The property will 
be developed to include trails and public-access hunting 
and fishing areas. Vigo County Parks will develop adjacent 
acreage to create a ball field and a dog park.

On Day 11 of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay, Sept. 
21, 2016, the Vigo County leg began in the late afternoon. 
Two Model T Fords carried the torch along U.S. 41. It then 
traveled by hovercraft on the Wabash River to Fairbanks 
Park in Terre Haute. Blake Griffin was one of the 17 
torchbearers heading through the park. He rode a bicycle 
in honor of his brother, Dale, after whom the Griffin Bike 
Park was named. Mayor Duke Bennett proclaimed Sept. 21, 
2016, as Indiana Bicentennial Day in a ceremony at the park 
amphitheater, and a beautiful display of fireworks over the 
Wabash River capped the relay.

Information about Terre Haute’s history was included 
in the 2016 commemorative bicentennial publication, 
“Celebrating 200.” Information and artifacts are stored 
at the Vigo County Public Library and the Vigo County 
Historical Society. An estimated 7,000 people attended 
bicentennial events, with about 200 volunteers assisting. 
The bicentennial committee raised $25,000 toward 
expenses of $45,000. Events were promoted on the website 
terrehaute2016.com and its related Facebook page. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Vigo County, visit indiana2016.org.

Indiana First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador Karen Pence takes a 
ride in Terre Haute’s new Griffin Bike Park, a Legacy Project.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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WABASH COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Christine Flohr
County Seat: Wabash
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 412.43
Population in 2010: 32,888
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11 - 10 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The Indiana Bison-tennial Legacy Project was born in the 
Wabash County town of North Manchester. Organizations 
and businesses painted the three-foot-tall concrete bison 
that were on display throughout the community in 2016 
as part of the partnership led by the North Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce, service organizations, Manchester 
University, schools, businesses and volunteers. This  
city initiative was the genesis of the statewide  
Bison-tennial project.

Bicentennial County Coordinator Christine Flohr 
reported, “The bicentennial celebration engaged 
communities throughout our county to develop events 
that represented all Wabash County is proud of. From 
town festivals to special programming, Wabash County 
organizations put aside any competition or differences to 
support the bicentennial and focus on Wabash County’s 
rich history in telling the story of the state.”

An endorsed Bicentennial Nature Trust project was the 
Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry’s 
proposed acquisition of 107 acres of hardwood forest and 
grasslands, subject to a life-estate.

For the Wabash County Historical Museum’s Legacy 
Project “A Poet’s Pilgrimage on the Wabash & Erie Canal,” 
author Liza Hyatt presented poems and stories she 
developed while traveling along the path of the Wabash and 
Erie Canal, researching the lives of her Irish ancestors who 
came to Indiana in the 1830s. 

On Sept. 24, 2016, the city of Wabash and the Paradise 
Spring Board sponsored “A Walk Through Time 1816-
2016,” celebrating 200 years of county and state history. 
Exhibits, reenactors, food, music and entertainment were 
featured at the event at Paradise Spring Historical Park.

The Wabash FAME (Foundation for Art and Music 
in Education) Festival on April 16, 2016, highlighted the 
cultures, art, music and crafts of Indiana. The North 
Manchester Historical Society invited Wabash County 
residents to create five-generation family trees and 
compiled them in a searchable database for future reference.

The North Manchester Chamber of Commerce tied its 
annual FunFest 45 event to the bicentennial with a Legacy 
Project featuring the history of North Manchester and 
Indiana. The parade was a lead-up to the Bicentennial 
Torch Relay that passed through Wabash County on Sept. 
28, 2016. The North Manchester Museum provided free 
genealogy research assistance and local historical societies 

highlighted local and Indiana history.
On Day 17 of the Bicentennial Torch Relay, the Wabash 

County Trolley No. 85 picked up the torch at the county 
line. Blue-and-gold balloon bouquets and homemade signs 
shaped like Indiana greeted supporters along the route. 
School Superintendent Jason Callahan, in training for a 
marathon, was cheered on by a cheerleader squad outside 
the middle school. Local environmental advocate John Foor 
was joined on the relay by friends carrying a canoe to raise 
awareness of trash found in the Wabash River. 

The torch wended its way through the campus of 
Manchester University, then to the Thomas Riley Marshall 
home, where fourth-grade teachers and students were 
taking part in pioneer day events. The final stop was 
Paradise Spring Historical Park, where the 15 county 
torchbearers were recognized. Mayor Scott Long read a 
proclamation declaring Sept. 28, 2016, as Bicentennial Day.   

On Oct. 1, 2016, bicentennial events were capped by the 
Harvest Festival, an Endorsed Legacy Project in downtown 
Manchester. A ribbon-cutting celebration highlighting the 
new handicapped-accessible Eel River and Blue Highway 
Access canoe launch park, a Legacy Project sponsored by 
the North Manchester Chamber of Commerce Tourism 
Committee, was among festival events. 

The 15-person Bicentennial Committee was assisted 
by 36 volunteers. Expenses totaled $1,100. An estimated 
250 people attended the events, which were publicized on 
the Wabash Museum’s website and Facebook page. The 
Wabash County Historical Museum houses the county’s 
bicentennial artifacts and archival materials.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Wabash County, visit indiana2016.org.

The North Manchester Chamber of Commerce sponsored 19 bison 
statues for the bicentennial and coined the term “Bison-tennial.” 
Eighth-graders at Manchester Junior-Senior High School created  
the designs.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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WARREN COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Cindy McCabe and 
Chris Brown
County Seat: Williamsport
Year Organized: 1827
Square Miles: 364.68
Population in 2010: 8,503 
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 11 - 9 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

County Coordinators Cindy McCabe and Chris 
Brown agreed that a highlight of the county bicentennial 
celebration was the creation of the State of Indiana 
History Timeline that showcased Warren County’s role 
in Indiana history. The interactive timeline was a project 
of the Williamsport-Washington Public Library. The 
library celebrated the start of the bicentennial year with a 
preschool story time on Dec. 11, 2015, featuring the book 
“H is for Hoosier: An Indiana Alphabet” by Cynthia  
Furlong Reynolds. 

The 15-member bicentennial committee sponsored the 
Warren County Bicentennial Gala on the afternoon of Dec. 
11, 2016, at the County Courthouse in Williamsport. The 
community event opened with a 21-gun salute, a Boy Scout 
Color Guard presentation and ringing of the courthouse 
bell. The committee honored the county’s 17 torchbearers 
at an indoor ceremony before a performance by the Wabash 
River Strings and historical speakers. 

The Seeger High School Band and Color Guard 
focused on the bicentennial by performing Indiana-
themed music during football games and in concerts, 
while the Color Guard carried and performed with the 
state f lag. 

Christmas in the Village on the grounds of the Illiana 
Antique Power Association in Dec. 2016 reflected pioneer 
days. High school choirs sang 19th-century carols, candles 
burned in the village windows and the costumes reflected 
the year 1816. The Illiana Antique Power Show in July 2016, 

one of the largest events in the county, featured a living 
historic village. 

Wabash River Strings played music of the 1800s in 
free, twice-monthly summer dulcimer concerts held in 
the Williamsport Library. 

Warren County Master Gardeners planted a floral version 
of the Indiana state flag in blue and gold annuals on the 
lawn of the Williamsport Library and Learning Center.

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust project, NICHES Land 
Trust purchased a 28-acre addition to Black Rock Barrens/
Weiler Leopold Nature Preserve, roughly doubling its 
protected area. 

“Warren County’s Natural Heritage,” a Legacy Project 
of The Warren County Historical Society and partners, 
invited the public to photograph the county’s natural 
landscape, flora and fauna for a permanent display at the 
County Courthouse. Copies of the submitted photos also 
were provided to the county libraries and museum and 
posted on the Society website.

On Oct. 12, 2016, Warren was the 85th county visited 
in the Bicentennial Torch Relay. Students at Pine Village 
Elementary School greeted the torch wearing t-shirts 
adorned with the words “Happy Birthday Indiana,” then 
blew soap bubbles before belting out the “Happy Birthday” 
song. The torch moved on to the grounds of the Illiana 
Antique Power Association near Rainsville, where it was 
greeted by county fourth-graders who, appropriately, were 
visiting for Living History Day. The torch rode on a horse 
and buggy, steam engine, miniature train and tractor before 
taking a trip in a Warren County ambulance. It passed the 
county’s 4-H Fairgrounds and an American Legion Post, 
then was handed off to Fountain County’s first torchbearer 
on a bridge over the Wabash.

An estimated 1,800 people attended the county 
bicentennial events. Three hundred volunteers assisted with 
preparations. Bicentennial materials are archived at the 
Williamsport-Washington Township Public Library.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Warren County, visit indiana2016.org.

Warren County torchbearers gather in the historic Warren County Courthouse before the Torch Relay.

Photo credit: Warren County Bicentennial Committee
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WARRICK COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Shari Sherman
County Seat: Boonville
Year Organized: 1813
Square Miles: 384.81
Population in 2010: 59,863
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 7

Warrick County, on the banks of the Ohio River, took 
advantage of its scenic location during bicentennial 
celebrations. 

Friends of Newburgh hosted the 36th annual Newburgh 
Fiddler Fest, an Endorsed Legacy Project celebrating the 
uniqueness of Warrick County: the Ohio River, music, arts 
and crafts and its famous catfish fiddler and filet dinners. 

Historic Newburgh, Inc. sponsored three endorsed 
Legacy Projects. Residents celebrated Indiana’s 200th 
birthday with The Alcoa Fireworks and Evening in the 
Park on July 2, 2016, at the Old Lock and Dam Park in 
Newburgh, featuring fireworks over the Ohio River. 
Historic Newburgh Ghost Walks featured spooky stories 
gleaned from old newspaper articles, family legends and 
river lore. The event Newburgh Celebrates Christmas 
turned back the clock to the 1880s. Carolers and musicians 
dressed in period costumes entertained shoppers and 
diners, while the Newburgh Museum Christmas display 
offered tastes of traditional plum pudding. 

The Newburgh Museum 
hosted Newburgh Remembers, 
which celebrated the rich 
history of Warrick County 
and Newburgh. The three-day 
event included recreation of 
the 1862 raid on Newburgh, an 
encampment of 100 soldiers, a 
settlers’ village, home tour, flag- 
and wreath-laying on the graves 
of Civil War soldiers, and a Civil 
War movie night.

The Boonville Christmas 
Parade, another Endorsed 
Legacy Project, celebrated its 
70th anniversary during the 
bicentennial year. The longest-
running Christmas parade in the 
state, held on the first Sunday 
in December, is sponsored 
by the Boonville Kiwanis 
and the Boonville Merchants 
Association. Local businesses, 
churches, non-profits and 
scouting organizations  
created entries with a  
bicentennial theme.

Purdue Extension Warrick County celebrated a year 
of Indiana bicentennial highlights during the annual 
Purdue Extension Council meeting. Warrick County 
torchbearers were recognized and attendees were treated to 
a bicentennial-themed meal and cake.

County Bicentennial Coordinator Shari Sherman said 
the Torch Relay was a highlight of the county’s celebration, 
“getting everyone to come together for a successful event.” 
The torch passed through on Sept. 10, 2016, Day 2 of the 
relay. Torchbearers in antique cars, walkers and runners 
carried the torch through Boonville. Retired Castle High 
School principal Phillip DeLong was serenaded by a band 
as he finished his run at the high school he served for many 
years. The torch then made its way to Newburgh and on to 
Angel Mounds Historic Site, which straddles both Warrick 
and Vanderburgh counties. Native American drummers 
greeted participants as they arrived at the site. 

Forty volunteers were involved in bicentennial activities, 
with an estimated total attendance of 400. The committee 
raised and spent $250, with an additional contribution from 
the Warrick County Chamber of Commerce. 

The Warrick County Museum created a display to 
showcase bicentennial memorabilia.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Warrick County, visit indiana2016.org.

Carolers entertain visitors at the Newburgh Celebrates  
Christmas event.

Photo credit: Carol Schaefer, historicnewburgh.org 
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WASHINGTON 
COUNTY

Bicentennial Coordinator: Jeremy Elliott
County Seat: Salem
Year Organized: 1813
Square Miles: 513.73
Population in 2010: 28,289
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 6 – 5 Legacy,  
1 Bicentennial Nature Trust

Bicentennial County Coordinator Jeremy Elliott said 
two Washington County Legacy Projects had histories that 
reached back more than 100 years. The Pekin Fourth of July 
Parade and Celebration holds the honor of being the oldest 
consecutive Fourth of July celebration in the nation. In 
2016, the festival marked its 186th anniversary and honored 
the state’s bicentennial by planting a tulip tree in  
Pekin Park. 

The Old Settlers’ Days Festival in Salem, which honors 
the county’s pioneer heritage, has been held every year since 
1875. On Sept. 17 and 18, 2016, it took place at John Hay 
Center, home of the Stevens Museum and birthplace of John 
Hay, Abraham Lincoln’s personal secretary and secretary of 
state under Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt. The festival 
included free access to the Stevens Museum and the Monon 
Train Depot; artisan, food and vendor booths; musical 
entertainment and a Pioneer Village replicating life in the 
early days of Indiana.

In 2016, the Beck’s Mill Bicentennial Celebration was 
held in conjunction with the Old Settler’s Day Festival. 
Established in 1808, Beck’s Mill had a significant role in 
the settling of the southern Indiana territory. Reenactors 
represented three members of the Beck family who 
fought in the Battle of Tippecanoe and the War of 1812. 
Sponsored by Friends of Beck’s Mill, the event featured a 
cornmeal bake-off, a 5K and 10K run/walk and musical 
entertainment. 

Another Washington County festival celebrated its 
22nd year in 2016. The All-American Country Festival in 
Campbellsburg offered free family entertainment, a baking 
contest and games.

Washington County Actors’ Community Theatre 
sponsored The Crown Hill Historic Cemetery Walk, a 
tour of Salem’s Crown Hill cemetery that featured actors 
portraying the spirits of some of the people buried there. 

The Department of Natural Resources Division 
of Forestry acquired 210 acres of land through the 
Bicentennial Nature Trust. The upland hardwood forest 
straddles State Road 56 between Salem and Scottsburg, 
providing an improved route for the Knobstone Trail.

The Bicentennial Torch Relay entered Washington 
County on Day 6 of the relay, Sept. 14, 2016. County 

Coordinator Jeremy Elliott reported that the trek through 
the county was “pulled off without a hitch!” The six-
member Bicentennial Committee and 20 volunteers 
assisted with arrangements. 

The torch began its voyage in an open-air, World War 
II-era “Deuce and a Half” National Guard cargo truck. It 
traveled through Plattsburg before heading to Salem.

Elliott said, “One of my favorite memories was when the 
torch reached the Salem city limits and North Main Street 
was lined with the children from the Salem School system. I 
couldn’t imagine any other time in the history of our county 
that could have happened.”

A 1937 Salem fire truck carried the torch before 
torchbearers walked the flame around the Salem town 
square. The Salem High School choir opened a ceremony at 
the Veterans Memorial on the courthouse lawn by singing 
the National Anthem, and Mayor Troy Merry presented a 
proclamation naming Sept. 14, 2016, “Bicentennial Torch 
Relay Day.”

The torch left the square in a red, white and blue Model 
T convertible and exited the county the same way it arrived: 
in the National Guard “Deuce and a Half.”

Artifacts and memorabilia are displayed and stored at the 
Stevens Museum at the John Hay Center in Salem.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Washington County, visit indiana2016.org.

Washington County boasts eight Bison-tennial bison, three of which are 
housed at the John Hay Center in Salem.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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WAYNE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinators: Sarah Mitchell and 
Mary Jo Clark
County Seat: Richmond
Year Organized: 1811
Square Miles: 401.74
Population in 2010: 68,877
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 17 – 12 Legacy,  
5 Bicentennial Nature Trust 

Protecting the state’s natural landscapes and waterways 
for future generations was the goal of several major 
bicentennial projects centered in Wayne County, including 
The Children of Indiana Nature Park (see p. 31) and the 
creation of the Bicentennial Legacy Conservation Area  
(see p. 27). 

Another Bicentennial Nature Trust project was the 
Whitewater Valley Land Trust’s purchase of a 69-acre tract 
featuring an upper slope ravine forest and forested bluff, 
and a 167-acre site that spans both Wayne and  
Union counties.

“It gives us hope to see environmental consciousness 
across generations!” said Bicentennial Coordinators Sarah 
Mitchell and Mary Jo Clark.

In another key Legacy Project, Wayne County celebrated 
the official opening of the Levi and Catharine Coffin State 
Historic Site Interpretive Center in Fountain City on Dec. 
10 and 11, 2016 (see p. 103).

The Richmond Art Museum hosted an exhibition by 
noted Indiana plein-air artist Rick Wilson, who painted 
scenes of Indiana state parks and reservoirs. The paintings 
also were displayed at the Cope Environmental Center. 
Student interns from Earlham College and Indiana 
University East helped to create a brochure and video that 
recorded both the process of painting and the history of the 
state park system. 

Cambridge City’s Capitol Hill cemetery, established 
in 1836, was restored thanks to the Restoration in Peace 
Historic Cemetery Preservation Program, a pilot effort to 
develop an effective and sustainable way to restore, preserve 
and maintain Wayne County’s historic cemeteries. The 
Wayne County Foundation, township trustees and Western 
Wayne Heritage teamed to develop a pool of professionally 
trained community volunteers and loanable restoration 
resources to support cemetery preservation. Western 
Wayne Heritage also sponsored “Voices from the Past,” 
a reenactment in Capitol Hill cemetery that featured 14 
reenactors portraying citizens buried there. 

The Historic National Road Yard Sale created “Cookies 
by the Decade on the Historic National Road,” a cookbook 
featuring recipes dating from 1816 to 2016 that were 
submitted by people living along Route 40. A cookie-
judging contest was held on June 1, 2016, in Dublin, with 
proceeds supporting local charities.

The 70th Nettle Creek Lions Club Jubilee Days celebrated 
with a parade featuring the theme “Historic Indiana: 200 
Years Young” and a Civil War demonstration. The Wayne 
County 4-H Fair, in existence for more than 150 years, 
celebrated Indiana’s 200th birthday with youth shows 
and exhibits, educational programs, tractor displays and 
entertainment.

The Wayne County Cultural Atlas ALL-IN Block Party 
celebrated the county’s history. Visitors listened to historic 
recordings made at Richmond’s Gennett Records, sampled 
ethnic foods and competed for prizes. The Wayne County 
Cultural Atlas was an NEA-Our Town project that aimed 
to create an “atlas” of important places in Wayne County, 
including Overbeck Pottery, Gennett Records, the Starr 
Piano Company, four institutions of higher learning, and 
museums and attractions. 

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of its Walk of Fame, 
which honors musicians who recorded at Gennett Studio, 
the 2016 Starr Piano Festival established a world record. 
Fifty-two pianists played the same Starr piano for 72 hours. 
Eight decorated replica pianos were displayed in various 
locations around the county and at the Indiana Statehouse. 

The Levi and Catharine Coffin House was the site of 
the kick-off of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay in 
Wayne County on Sept. 25, 2016, Day 15 of the relay. The 
torch traveled 30.5 miles through Richmond, Centerville, 
Pennville, Cambridge City and Dublin. The bicentennial 
torch was displayed at the Richmond Municipal Building.

A 23-member Bicentennial Committee and 15 volunteers 
made Wayne County’s celebration a success, with $3 million 
both raised and spent and 15,000 taking part.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Wayne County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Wayne County Cultural Atlas ALL-IN Block Party in Richmond 
featured fun challenges that offered participants the opportunity to 
learn more about their community. 

Photo credit: Indiana Humanities
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WELLS COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Erin Prible
County Seat: Bluffton
Year Organized: 1837
Square Miles: 368.09
Population in 2010: 27,636
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 9

“As we celebrated the state’s bicentennial, we celebrated 
the landmarks of Wells County,” said Bicentennial 
Coordinator Erin Prible. 

A highlight was the bicentennial holiday celebration for 
the entire community held on Statehood Day weekend 
in December. “There were so many people, groups, and 
organizations involved with the planning of this exciting 
weekend,” said Prible. The festivities started with the 
Ossian Hometown Christmas Walk on Thursday and a 
Bicentennial Gala on Friday evening, where guests dressed 
in historical attire. A festival in downtown Bluffton on 
Saturday included a “goodie walk” to local businesses, ice 
sculptures on Courthouse Plaza, carriage rides, a planter-
decorating contest and a visit from Santa Claus. The Wells 
County Public Library sponsored a Bicentennial Bash that 
included the sealing of a time capsule to be opened in 50 
years. Residents had the opportunity to vote for which items 
should be included. 

The museum sponsored a Festival of Trees, while 
the Creative Arts Center hosted a Festival of Wreaths. 
On Sunday, several churches held an Advent Walk and 
Ouabache State Park presented its Wonderland of Lights. 
The weekend concluded 
with a show of fireworks 
shot from the  
Courthouse balcony.

The 118th annual 
Bluffton Free Street 
Fair in September 2016 
also celebrated the 
bicentennial. Thousands 
of individuals came 
together for the four-day 
event, which included 
parades, vendors, car 
shows, contests, games, 
food and entertainment. 
On the opening night of 
the Street Fair parade, 
county torchbearers 
rode on a float with the 
county’s Bison-tennial 
bison, “Blossom,” leading 
the charge. On Saturday, 
torchbearers were 
recognized on stage during 

the Bluffton Idol Contest and presented with tokens  
of appreciation. 

Two Art in the Park events took place in Wells County. 
The Lafayette Symphony Brass Band performed music 
of the early 1900s in Shades State Park during its annual 
Chautauqua reenactment, and musician Dianna Davis 
created four public music improvisation experiences at 
Ouabache State Park.

“The Torch Relay was a huge success and brought many 
individuals within the community together,” said Prible. 
The relay started on Sept. 30, 2016, with a rally at Norwell 
High School that included elementary, middle and high 
school students. Following student presentations and songs, 
the students lined up for the official send-off of the first 
torchbearer

Residents gathered on the streets of Bluffton to see the 
relay procession, which featured Blossom the bison. The 
torch then headed to Ouabache State Park, which boasts 
a herd of real bison. Torchbearers riding a tandem bicycle 
carried the torch out of the park. 

More than 100 volunteers assisted with bicentennial 
events. The committee raised $5,000, tallying $2,000 in 
expenditures. Events were promoted on the “Wells County 
Chamber” Facebook page. Information and artifacts will be 
preserved at the Wells County Chamber of Commerce and 
Wells County Historical Society.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Wells County, visit indiana2016.org.

Wells County hosted two Bison-tennial bison. “Blossom” visited the 
Indiana State Fair in August 2016.

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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WHITE COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Kean MacOwan
County Seat: Monticello
Year Organized: 1834
Square Miles: 505.13
Population in 2010: 24,643
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 18

White County’s early history was at the forefront of the 
county’s bicentennial celebration. Bicentennial Coordinator 
Kean MacOwan said the key accomplishment “was bringing 
the residents and schoolchildren in the county a new 
awareness of the history of White County.”

The White County Historical Society commissioned 
a life-size bronze sculpture of Col. Isaac White, after 
whom the county was named, for the Courthouse 
Square in Monticello. The Society also spearheaded the 
restoration of the Sheetz Cemetery, one of the county’s 
earliest graveyards. Amvets Post #91 and the Twin Lakes 
High School cheerleaders raised and cleaned the stones 
marking the nine graves. Tucker School, an early one-
room schoolhouse, was relocated to a community park as a 
bicentennial project. The Historical Society also sponsored 
canoe trips along the Tippecanoe River to see where settlers 
established industrial mills. 

The Monon Movie Theatre, built in 1938 as the Howard 
Theatre, is being restored thanks to the Monon Civic 
Preservation Society, the Historical Society and the 
Bicentennial Committee.

Residents with deep roots in the county were asked 
to bring family photos, tintypes and daguerreotypes to 
be scanned. The copies were hung in the White County 
Museum, accompanied by biographical information.

The Historical Society published three books to mark the 
bicentennial. One recounts the tornado on April 3, 1974, 
that destroyed much of the town. The Society also restored 
the 1848 bell found in the wreckage of the Courthouse. 
“History and Reflections of Lee, Indiana” documents life in 
the early railroad town. A published album of 1,500 photos 
highlights the lives of Dr. Henry Greist and Mollie Ward 
Greist, RN, who opened the first hospital in Monticello and 
spent 17 years doing mission work with the Inuit Eskimo in 
Barrow, Alaska. 

Historic photos of White County people and places were 
printed on decks of playing cards, which were offered by 
the Historical Society as a bicentennial keepsake. In a fun 
educational event, Twin Lakes elementary school students 
used their noses to push shelled peanut along a historical 
timeline at the “Bicentennial Peanut Pusher” event in May 
2016 on Courthouse Square. 

Monticello’s City Park, created in 1915 in anticipation 
of the 1916 White County Centennial Celebration, was 
rededicated on Oct. 16, 2015. Mayor Ken Houston and 
parks board members planted an oak tree to mark the 

occasion. The Parks and Recreation Department sponsored 
the Fifty Tree Legacy Project, with the intent of populating 
the park with all of Indiana’s native tree species. The 
county’s Bison-tennial bison stands among native Indiana 
grasses in a park “prairie.”

The Madam Carroll excursion boat in Monticello, with 
450 veterans and their families aboard, led 95 patriotically 
decorated boats in the 11th annual “Proud to be an 
American Honor our Military” Patriotic Boat Parade. The 
parade was followed by an Independence Day celebration 
in City Park attracting 1,600, where scholarships were 
awarded to area high school students selected as winners of 
the Historical Society’s “Proud to be an American”  
essay contest. 

The 48th annual Wolcott Summer Festival, held July 
3 and 4, 2016, featured a parade and fireworks. Guests 
also could visit the car and antique tractor show and tour 
historic Wolcott House, home of the town’s founder. 

The Society partnered with the White County 
Government, Union Township and Public Library to 
purchase scanning equipment that enabled the digitization 
of White County newspapers from 1850 to the present day. 

The Indiana Bicentennial Torch started the morning of 
Oct. 7, 2016, Day 26 of its journey, in Monticello, where it 
stopped at the Courthouse, then made its way to Idaville 
and Burnettsville, where many of the town’s 346 residents 
were on hand to greet the torch. 

The five-person Bicentennial Committee created a 
pictorial book highlighting each event, with copies available 
for sale through the White County Historical Society. The 
Committee, assisted by 150 volunteers, raised more than $1 
million, with expenses totaling $1.1 million. 

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
White County, visit indiana2016.org.

The White County 
Historical Society 
commissioned this 
statue honoring the 
county’s namesake, 
Col. Issac White, 
which stands on the 
Courthouse Square 
in Monticello.

Photo credit: White 
County Historical 
Society
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WHITLEY COUNTY
Bicentennial Coordinator: Russell Gilliom
County Seat: Columbia City
Year Organized: 1835
Square Miles: 335.57
Population in 2010: 33,338
Endorsed Legacy Projects: 24 – 22 Legacy,  
2 Bicentennial Nature Trust

The Peabody Public Library sponsored an ALL-IN 
Block Party for all Whitley Countians to celebrate the 
bicentennial. “The community came together, with many 
nonprofits participating,” said County Coordinator Russell 
Gilliom. “The challenge for the day was to learn something 
about our state and experience something you hadn’t 
tried before.” The party included music by a Celtic band. 
The library also challenged Whitley County residents to 
share 200 photos celebrating the county and its diverse 
population to include in a collage displayed in the library’s 
Indiana Room.

The Whitley County Historical Society added a 
genealogical center to its museum in Columbia City, housed 
at the former home of Indiana Gov. Thomas Riley Marshall, 
28th vice president of the United States. The new building, 
an endorsed Legacy Project, enabled the Society to expand 
its collection and make additional research materials 
available to the public. 

The Society and Museum sponsored dozens of Legacy 
Projects. Indiana authors were on hand for book signings 
at an Authors Fair in November 2016. The museum’s 
Haunted Historic Halloween on Oct. 28 and 29, 2016, 
offered free candy and activities. The Local Legends project 
brought to life more than 20 notable people in county 
history through a website that included downloadable 
biographies for teachers’ use. The Whitley County Building 
Block Contest challenged participants to think about the 
state’s bicentennial and county landmarks in a creative 
way by submitting works of art featuring local landmarks 
and buildings. Its Bicentennial Creative Arts Celebration 
encouraged submissions of works of art, music and dance 
that celebrated Indiana. 

The Whitley County Historical Society Research and 
Education Building Garden, a cooperative public-private 
project designed by master gardeners Pam and Dick Koch, 
introduced visitors to the wide variety of Indiana flora. 

The museum published seven historical books, including 
“The Whitley County Civil War,” the first-ever compilation 
focusing on the area’s Civil War veterans. In addition, the 
Historical Society published “Your Journey to Our Past,” a 
driving tour highlighting the county’s historic sites. 

The Society’s three-day Civil War Camp enabled students 
to experience life in Indiana during the 1860s. Participants 
were “enlisted” in the Federal or Confederate Army and 
learned about Civil War battles and the lives of civilians in 
the era. 

The Colonel Augustin de la Balme Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution commemorated the 
236th anniversary of the 1780 battle between de la Balme 
and his soldiers and Chief Little Turtle and his Miami tribe 
with a ceremony on Nov. 5, 2016. Meanwhile, Whitley 
County Veterans dedicated a memorial on the lawn of the 
County Courthouse to honor residents who served in the 
Vietnam War.

In a Bicentennial Nature Trust Project, the Loon Lake 
Property Owners Association purchased approximately 
seven acres to preserve wetlands along the shoreline of 
Loon Lake. The BNT also endorsed ACRES Land Trust’s 
proposed 52-acre addition to the existing 80-acre Whitley 
County Nature Preserve, an annual nesting area for herons. 

The Whitley County Agricultural Museum and 
4-H Learning Center created “Preserving History,” a 
video featuring interviews with county farmers and 
businesspeople who were pioneers in their fields. 

A nonagenarian was among the 12 torchbearers in the 
Whitley County leg of the Indiana Bicentennial Torch Relay 
on Sept. 29, 2016—Day 18 of the relay. Robert Tippman, 
96, took the torch at the Noble-Whitley county line. The 
torchbearers’ final stop was at Morsches Park in Columbia 
City. Gilliom said there was “a fantastic turnout of our 
community for the Torch Relay,” with about 1,500 attending 
the relay and finale celebration, which was kicked off by 
Whitley County fourth-graders singing “Indiana Rocks.” 
Mayor Ryan Daniel and reenactors portraying Presidents 
Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt and Vice 
President Thomas R. Marshall greeted the crowd. The 
Chain O’ Lakes Chorus and the Columbia City High School 
band performed before the ceremonies concluded with a 
gun salute by the 30th Indiana Volunteer Infantry and the 
5th Indiana Light Artillery.

More than 4,000 people took part in one or more of 
the county’s bicentennial events, which were promoted 
on whitleymuseum.org, the county government website, 
Facebook and Twitter. Fourteen volunteers assisted the 
Bicentennial Committee, which spent between $600 and 
$800 and received $20 in donations. Memorabilia are stored 
in the Whitley County Historical Museum, with periodic 
exhibits planned at the County Courthouse, Government 
Center and library.

For a complete list of Endorsed Legacy Projects in 
Whitley County, visit indiana2016.org.

The Whitley County 
Historical Society Research 
and Education Building 
Garden features a variety 
of Indiana flora. 

Photo credit: Perry Hammock, 
Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission
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Spreading the word about the bicentennial 
involved many more channels than those 
employed by our centennial forbearers. One 

hundred years ago, newspapers were the mainstay of 
communication; in 2016, the internet, social media, 
radio and television were additional ways to help get 
out the word. The Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s 
proficient daily use of the social media tools 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and YouTube 
resulted in IBC becoming one of the fastest growing 
state agencies when measured by social media 
reach. 

Another key outreach tool was the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission website, 
indiana2016.org, which was launched on Nov. 
6, 2013. The site, visited by more than 156,000 
people between December 2015 and March 
2017, provides a comprehensive account of 
bicentennial projects, events and activities. It 
features a searchable database with detailed 
descriptions of all Signature Projects and 
Endorsed Legacy Projects, and well as the 
opportunity to “Explore Indiana” by way of an 
interactive map, with information and photos 
highlighting each of Indiana’s 92 counties. 
The site also featured products offered on the 
Indiana Bicentennial Marketplace.

In the two years leading up to the state’s 
200th anniversary, citizens were asked to 
submit their insights about the state and 
what it means to be a Hoosier via the website. 
Over the course of its existence, the website’s 
design and content was refreshed several 
times. A final version created in 2017 serves as 
a lasting archive of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission and bicentennial celebration 
information. 

The Commission also published a monthly 
e-newsletter with a distribution of more than 
29,000 that offered updates on commission 
activities and initiatives, profiles of volunteers 

and information about Endorsed Legacy Projects. 
The comprehensive digital outreach program 

earned the Indiana Bicentennial Commission the 
“Creative Use of Digital Citizen Engagement” title 
in the 2016 GovDelivery Digital Strategy & Impact 
Awards. IBC was one of only three agencies in the 
nation to receive the award, announced on  
Sept. 29, 2016. The annual contest is “designed 
to honor effective and innovative digital strategy 
throughout the public sector … [and] recognize 

SPREADING THE WORD

More than 150,000 unique visitors checked out the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission website, indiana2016.org.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission



excellence in the key areas of 
promoting services, enhancing 
awareness, and improving citizen 
involvement.”

Specifically, the Creative Use of 
Digital Citizen Engagement award 
recognized “organizations using 
digital engagement in creative ways 
including a unique campaign purpose, 
unusual and effective content, or 
exceptional method of engaging 
citizens.” The judges commended IBC 
for “transforming the online presence 
of the Commission by combining 
social media and e-newsletters with 
timeliness and reach.”

A record number of applications 
were submitted from the United 
States and United Kingdom, with all 
government organizations eligible for 
participation. 

“Social media allowed the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission to engage 
a large and diverse group of Hoosiers, 
including individuals or groups that 
otherwise might have been hard 
to reach or bring together,” said 
Sam Alderfer, the Commission’s 
social media coordinator. “Social 
media became an invaluable tool 
for mobilizing organizations and 
community members around the 
state’s 200th birthday celebrations.”

Traditional public relations efforts 
also were an important part of the 
IBC’s outreach mix. News releases, 
news conferences, radio and television 
interviews, op-ed articles authored 
by commissioners, and public service 
announcements were included in the 
communications plan.

News media coverage increased 
dramatically when the bicentennial 
year kicked off in December 2015. 
Major publications including The 
Indianapolis Star, Indianapolis 
Monthly, the Indiana Chamber of 
Commerce’s BizVoice magazine, 
Indiana Business Review, Indiana 
Minority Business magazine, 
Midwest Travel magazine, AAA’s 

The Indiana Bicentennial Commission’s Instagram account, @indiana2016, featured nearly 
2,000 Indiana- and bicentennial-themed images over a two-and-a-half-year period. The 
images are archived at @myindiana.

Photo credit: René Stanley, Indiana Bicentennial Commission

The Indiana Bicentennial Commission e-newsletter 
was distributed monthly to an audience of more 
than 29,000.

Photo credit: Indiana Bicentennial Commission
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Home and Away, Indy Boomer, and others featured 
the bicentennial in lead articles. The state’s 200th 
birthday also was covered by national media, 
including CNN and USA Today. 

Indiana Public Broadcasting, Indianapolis television 
station WISH-TV, radio station WIBC and the radio 
show and website Indiana History Live all provided 
ongoing coverage during the bicentennial year. 
Indiana’s First Lady and Bicentennial Ambassador 
Karen Pence and IBC Executive Director Perry 
Hammock were interviewed on Indiana History 
Live. Preeminent historian and Indiana Bicentennial 
Commissioner James Madison was the host of 
“Hoosiers,” a four-part series about Indiana history 
that aired on Indiana Public Broadcasting television 
stations in July 2016 and was available for online 
viewing as well. It was nominated for three 2017 
Regional Emmy Awards.

Literally hundreds of media outlets throughout the 
state featured bicentennial-related stories. During the 
key months of bicentennial activities (July through 
December 2016), an average of 189 stories per month 
were published or broadcast.

Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission Op-ed Articles

Authored by IBC commissioners, the following op-
ed articles were published in newspapers throughout 
the state:

Indiana Bicentennial Efforts Picking Up Steam – 
IBC Co-chairs Lee Hamilton and Becky Skillman, 
September 2015

Hoosiers Invited to Support Bicentennial Nature 
Trust – Mary McConnell and Jim McCormick, 
November 2015

Focus of Indiana’s Bicentennial Starts with Children 
– Sarah Evans Barker and Ellen Rosenthal, January 
2016

Black History Month Offers Us Perspective – Rep. 
Charlie Brown and Sen. Jim Merritt, February 2016

Time to Get Involved with the Bicentennial – Perry 
Hammock, April 2016

Hoosier Homecoming: Remembering the Centennial 
in a Modern Way – James Madison, September 2016

Indiana’s Bicentennial: A Year to Remember, 
a Legacy to Continue – Becky Skillman and Lee 
Hamilton, January 2017

The January/February 2016 issue of the Indiana Chamber 
of Commerce’s BizVoice magazine featured a cover story 
about the bicentennial. The issue was recognized as an 
Endorsed Legacy Project.

Photo credit: Indiana Chamber of Commerce



Indiana Bicentennial Commission website 
Indiana2016.org

Visits:   218,170
Page Views:  631,254
Unique Visitors: 156,202
* Dec. 17, 2015 – Mar. 6, 2017

All Social Media

Total Followers:   32,685
Total Impressions:  25,580,652  
(Facebook + Twitter Only)
Total Engagement: 685,482

Facebook

Created February 2015 
Total Page Likes: 14,708
Total Posts:  2,487
Impressions: 23,278,332 
Users Reached: 10,939,149

Twitter 
Created October 2012

Total Followers:  4,144
Impressions:  2,302,320
Tweets Sent:  2,454
Mentions Received: 4,730

Instagram 

Created July 2014

Total Followers:   13,607
Photos:    1,956
Videos:    27
Likes Received:   189,000
Comments Received:  2,929
Total engagements:   99,621
Average Likes per Photo: 226
Average Likes per Video: 105
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From the start, it was clear that funding the 
bicentennial celebration would involve a 
partnership between public and private 

resources, and planning proceeded with that in mind.
When the Bicentennial Commission was created, 

the state budget appropriation for FY 2013-14 had 
already been set, so the newly created Commission 
initially had no funds with which to work. The 
Indiana Department of Administration allocated 
funds to hire an executive director and an assistant, 
while the Indiana State Library provided office space 
and support for the fledgling team.

In 2014, a proposal was submitted to the legislature 
to consider funding for staffing, travel and basic 
supplies, as well as for three capital projects: 
Bicentennial Plaza, the Statehouse Education Center 
and a new State Archives building. The legislature 
approved this request, with major capital expenses 
reliant on a new funding stream that would not 
affect ongoing state programs. The construction 
budget for Bicentennial Plaza was $2 million, with 
an additional $4.3 million budgeted for security 
enhancements made during construction. The budget 
for the Statehouse Education Center was $2.5 million. 
Funding of $25 million was approved for the archives 
building, but, ultimately, those funds were not 
included in the 2017 state budget. 

Private donations covered expenses related to the 
three statewide bicentennial events, with a presenting 
sponsorship by Ice Miller LLP. The costs of preparing 
and printing the commemorative book, “Indiana 
at 200: A Celebration of the Hoosier State,” were 
sponsored through the generosity of the George and 
Ferguson families. As it had in 1916, the Indiana 
Bankers Association underwrote development costs 
of the bicentennial medal. Gifts from individuals and 
Barnes and Thornburg LLP, underwrote the 2016 
Governor’s Arts Awards. Upland Brewing provided 
Champagne Velvet, one of Indiana’s most historic 
beers, for several events, and Indiana wine growers 
offered locally produced wines for the Bicentennial 
Gala. Bicentennial flags were sent to every city in 
Indiana thanks to MacAllister Machinery Co. and PE 
MacAllister. All counties had the opportunity to fly 

bicentennial flags thanks to the Indiana Association 
of Counties. Magnitude designed the bicentennial 
website and provided free hosting until 2015. Old 
National Bank sponsored the Bicentennial Visioning 
Project and its continuing implementation efforts. 

Several Indiana companies stepped up to support 
the Bicentennial Torch Relay, including Alcoa, 
Hoosier Pattern, Indy Racing Experience, Indiana 
Corn Marketing Council, Indiana Farmers Mutual 
Insurance and Subaru of Indiana Automotive. 
Gold-level sponsors for Celebrate Indiana: The 
Bicentennial Gala included Vectren, JP Morgan 
Chase, Markey’s Rental & Staging, Indiana Farmers 
and MacAllister Machinery. The Indiana First Lady’s 
Charitable Foundation supported the new Statehouse 
Education Center and Hoosier Homecoming. Dozens 
of companies and groups also chipped in to make 
Hoosier Homecoming a success, including Vectren, 
Traditional Arts Indiana, IU Health, Downtown Indy, 
Hoosier Lottery, Choc-Ola, Indiana Humanities, 
Prompt Ambulance Service, Paws Incorporated, 
Hunter Smith Band, Indianapolis Colts and TapSnap. 
Bicentennial Commissioners provided funds to pay 
interns who helped with the operations of the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commission office.

All told, individuals, groups and companies 
contributed more than $1.5 million in cash and in-
kind contributions to help make these projects shine.

Even more importantly, Hoosiers in every Indiana 
county stepped up to fund high-quality local projects. 
The total amount of charitable support has not been 
tallied, but reaches well into the millions of dollars. 
White County alone raised and spent more than  
$1 million to create bicentennial legacies for  
future generations. 

The gift of highest value was that of time. 
Thousands of Hoosiers volunteered at events and to 
support local programs and projects. They led tours, 
lent strong backs to building and restoration efforts, 
planted trees, portrayed historical figures, read to 
children, demonstrated ancient crafts and made 
history come to life in countless other ways. The 
spirit of Indiana residents was evident in their work 
and the dedicated way in which they carried it out.

FINANCING THE BICENTENNIAL
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Alcoa
Kathy E. and Gary J. Anderson
Anonymous
Association of Indiana Counties
Ball State University
BAR Communications
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Blackhawk Winery
Boonville Natural Gas Corporation
Borshoff
Jay and Jan Brill
Butler Winery
Gil and Dolores Cardenas
Anita Hurst Cast
Chenoweth Family Association, Inc.
Children’s Museum of Indianapolis
Libby Chiu and Peter Murray
Choc-Ola
Citizens Energy Group
Willis and Virginia Clark 
Community Natural Gas Company, Inc.
Conner Prairie Interactive History Park
Cook Group, Inc.
Country Heritage Winery
Ruth Ann Cowling
Crossroads of America Chapter, BSA
Downtown Indy
Duke Foundation
Duke Energy
Easley Winery
Eberle Family Charitable Fund
Karen and Niel Ellerbrook
R.P. Eykamp
Steve and Connie Ferguson
Fountaintown Gas Company, Inc.
French Lick Winery
Brenda A. Gerber
Fort Wayne TinCaps
Anton George and Family
Girl Scouts of Central Indiana
Perry and Chris Hammock 
Mary S. Hardwick
Caroline Scott Harrison Chapter, DAR
Heagy Vineyards
Hoosier Lottery
Hoosier Pattern Inc. 

John Houlton Chapter, DAR
Huber Winery
Hunter Smith Band
Ice Miller LLP
IGT Indiana, LLC
Indiana Association of United Ways
Indiana Bankers Association
Indiana Chamber of Commerce
Indiana Corn Marketing Council
Indiana Economic Development Corporation
Indiana Electric Association
Indiana Energy Association
Indiana Farmers Mutual Insurance Company
Indiana First Lady’s Charitable Foundation
Indiana Folk Arts 200
Indiana Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association
Indiana Historical Society 
Indiana Historical Color Guard
Indiana Home School Association 
Indiana Humanities
Indiana Metal Craft, Inc.
Indiana Michigan Power
Indiana Natural Gas Corporation
Indiana Pacers
Indiana Public Broadcasting Stations
Indiana Society of Chicago
Indiana Society of Washington, DC
Indiana Society of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution
Indiana Society of the Sons of the American 

Revolution
Indiana Red Cross
Indiana Wineries
Indianapolis Children’s Choir
Indianapolis Colts
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and 500 Festival
Indianapolis Power & Light Co.
Indy Boomer
Indy Fuel
Indy Racing Experience
IPDP, Inc.
IU Health
IUPUI
Ivy Tech Community College
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Jane L. Keltsch

PARTNERS AND SPONSORS OF INDIANA’S 
BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION



James P. and Linda Levell
Lochmueller Group, Inc.
P.E. MacAllister
MacAllister Machinery Company, Inc.
Magnitude 
Mallow Run Winery
Maribeth Smith & Associates
Marketability, LLC
Markey’s Rental & Staging
Mr. and Mrs. R.G. Mathioudakis
Mary and Steve McConnell
C. James and Marilyn McCormick
The McCormick Family Foundation
McNamara Florist
Michaelson Giving Fund
Midwest Natural Gas Corporation
Helen and Michael Mirro
M.T. Publishing
Paul and Phyllis Myers
NIPSCO
Ohio Valley Gas
Old National Bancorp
Oliver Winery
Owen Valley Winery
Paws, Inc.
PEO Sisterhood, Chapter AQ
Plainfield Christian Church
Allen and Heidi Platt III
Prompt Ambulance Service
Purdue University
The Purdue Women’s Club
Suzanne and Charles Rentschler
The Ridge Winery
Ellen Rosenthal
Sagamore Institute
Satek Winery
Sensory Technologies
Randall T. Shepard and Amy W. MacDonnell 
Becky and Steve Skillman 
South Eastern Indiana Natural Gas Company, Inc.
Sport Graphics
Ann and Christopher Stack
Sharon R. Stark
Nancy and David Steward
Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc.
Sycamore Gas Company
TapSnap 1184
Traditional Arts Indiana
Tri Kappa
Tonne Winery
Two EE’s Winery
United States Postal Service
Upland Brewery
Vectren
Vision3

Warm Glow Candle Company
Water’s Edge Consulting
WFYI Indianapolis Public Radio and Television 
Wildcat Creek Winery
Winzerwald Winery
WTIU Bloomington Public Television

Indiana State Agencies
Bureau of Motor Vehicles
Department of Administration
Department of Agriculture
Department of Child Services
Department of Corrections
Department of Education
Department of Health
Department of Homeland Security
Department of Natural Resources
Department of Revenue
Department of Transportation
Department of Veterans Affairs
Family and Social Services Administration
Indiana Archives and Records Administration
Indiana Arts Commission
Indiana Economic Development Corporation
Indiana Historical Bureau
Indiana Office of Technology
Indiana Office of Tourism Development
Indiana State Fair
Indiana State Library
Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites
Indiana State Police
INShape Indiana
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Office of the First Lady
Office of the Governor 
Personnel Department
Statehouse Tour Office 
State Supreme Court

A special thanks to the scores of reenactors and 
historic interpreters who participated in Hoosier 
Homecoming and other public bicentennial events by 
portraying noted figures in Indiana history.

Thanks also to the many Hoosiers who volunteered 
at state, city, town and community bicentennial 
events. 
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“In typical Hoosier fashion, Indiana 
celebrated its bicentennial with humor, 
humility and a lot of pride. Karen 
and I were extremely proud to join in 
celebrating 200 years of statehood. We 
look toward Indiana’s third century with 
confidence that our state’s, and our 
nation’s, best days are yet to come.

– Vice President Mike Pence

Although Indiana’s bicentennial year is over, its 
legacy will live on through the many Signature 
Projects and Legacy Projects, as well as 

through palpable expressions of state and community 
pride. Thanks to the efforts of literally thousands of 
Hoosier citizens in all 92 counties, much has been 
accomplished.

Bison-tennial bison statues and Torch Relay 
replicas have become permanent expressions of the 
state’s 200th birthday, now residing in museums, 
libraries and historical societies, on courthouse 
squares and in public parks. At least five counties are 
planning to present their own Torch Relays in 2017, 
and many Legacy Project coordinators report that 
events created in honor of the bicentennial proved so 
popular they will be repeated annually.

For example, Warsaw Community Schools revived 
its “Back to the Days of Kosciusko” event for the 
bicentennial. All fourth-graders in the county took 
part in this living-history festival, with plans calling 
for including additional grades in the coming years. 
The Putnam County Civil War Soldiers Monument, 
restored in a five-year Legacy Project, will serve 
as the centerpiece of future county Memorial Day 
ceremonies. Miami County Bicentennial Coordinator 
Vicki Draper said celebration planning efforts 
uncovered a key group of citizens interested in being 
involved in future events and activities.

On a personal level, the bicentennial celebration led 
many Hoosiers to explore their family connection to 
the state and to visit Indiana’s beautiful state parks, 
conservation areas and historic sites. One family 
who participated in the Allen County Trailblazer 
Community Hiking Legacy Project wrote, “We have 
thoroughly enjoyed the hikes and discovering all 

that the parks, nature areas and preserves have to 
offer that we were not aware of!” A Lafayette resident 
reported, “We are visiting all 92 county courthouses. 
What a history lesson. Awesome fun.”

Hoosiers have the inclination to “think big,” and 
while most of the Commission’s plans came to 
fruition, we would add a few items to our wish list. 
Among those are the completion of a new State 
Archives building, along with the wish that even 
more could have been accomplished to ensure 
the health and well-being of the state’s children. 
Hundreds of small towns stepped up to the plate in 
creating their own Legacy Projects and bicentennial 
celebrations; while many of our largest cities did the 
same, we would encourage even more participation 
in future celebrations. We also would have liked to 
garner greater publicity and media coverage of this 
important milestone in our state’s history. 

To those who will plan future anniversary 
celebrations, we offer a few words of advice: It is 
critical to start the planning process years in advance 
and to ensure adequate funding to enable projects to 
come to fruition. 

Two large plaques commemorating Indiana’s 
bicentennial now hang on the walls of the Indiana 
Statehouse. One, located in the rotunda, features a 
pair of carved wooden hands holding a bicentennial 
torch used in the Torch Relay. The other, honoring 
Bicentennial Plaza, was cast in bronze and bears the 
names of the Indiana Bicentennial commissioners 
and state officials. It hangs inside the west entrance 
of the Statehouse. In addition, a bronze plaque on the 
grounds commemorates the Statehouse bicentennial 
tree-planting project. 

It is our fervent hope that all bicentennial projects 
will serve as long-lasting reminders of the hard work 
and accomplishments of Hoosiers in 2016, and of our 
love of family, community and Indiana. Our next 
generation is poised to do great things for our state. 
They will do that best with a pride in community and 
a love of place. We hope the bicentennial has helped 
to build that pride, and that the legacies left by our 
generation truly will help to “Ignite the Future.” 

— Members of the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission, 2016

CONCLUSION



Indiana Bicentennial Commission Executive Director Perry Hammock presents Karen Pence with a commemorative bicentennial bison at the vice 
president’s residence in Washington, DC, in June 2017. 

Photo credit: Official White House Photo by Andrea Hanks
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INDIANA BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION

Lee Hamilton, Co-chair Becky Skillman, Co-chair Karen Pence 
Bicentennial Ambassador

Judge Sarah Evans Barker Rep. Charlie Brown Howard Cohen Steve Ferguson 

Tony George P.E. MacAllister James Madison Mickey Maurer

Mary McConnell Jim McCormick Sen. Jim Merritt Ellen Rosenthal 

Randall Shepard Brenda Gerber Vincent
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Bicentennial Medal Selection 
Tony George

Randall Shepard

Bicentennial Nature Trust 
Tony George 

Mary McConnell
Jim Merritt

Becky Skillman

Children’s Initiative Task Force
Becky Skillman
Lee Hamilton

Sarah Evans Barker
Jim Merritt

Ellen Rosenthal

Commemorative Book 
Sarah Evans Barker

James Madison
Mickey Maurer

Diversity 
Charlie Brown
Steve Ferguson
James Madison

Endorsement 
Ellen Rosenthal

Chris Jensen
Pam Bennett

Susannah Koerber
Colleen Smith

Marketing 
Lee Hamilton

Becky Skillman
Jim Merritt

P.E. MacAllister
Jim McCormick
Brian Blackford

Special Events & Fundraising 
Karen Pence

Jim McCormick
Brenda Gerber Vincent

Torch Relay 
Mary McConnell
Randall Shepard

Indiana Bicentennial Commission Committees

The staff of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission receives Sagamore of the Wabash honors at the Bicentennial Gala on Dec. 10, 2016. Left to right: 
René Stanley, Valeri Beamer, Perry Hammock, Samuel Alderfer, Adrienne Smith and Jylian Vigar. 

Photo credit: Banayote Photography
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“Indiana’s bicentennial was a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. As a member of 
our small staff I had the opportunity to 
see firsthand the impact of each and 
every facet of our work and the work 
our volunteers were doing around the 
state. The pride and excitement that 
the bicentennial created is something I 
will never forget. It was an honor and 
a privilege to be a part of this historic 
celebration. I have never been more 
proud to be a Hoosier!”

—Jylian Vigar 
Communications Specialist

“Serving on the Bicentennial Commission 
has given me a newfound appreciation 
for my home state and opened my eyes 
to the pride that Hoosiers truly do 
possess. I am honored to have worked 
with a team that shared the same 
passion as I did for Indiana. As we 
enter Indiana’s third century, I hope we 
continue to work towards the common 
goal of making Indiana a great state to 
live in. It has been a once-in-a-lifetime 
privilege to serve my state and Ignite 
Indiana’s Future.”

—Valeri Beamer  
Communications Coordinator

“One of my biggest takeaways—and it 
hit me multiple times—is that I was part 
of a staff that helped make history. The 
bicentennial brought us together. It was a 
very special year.”

—Adrienne Smith 
Project Coordinator

“My time serving the state of Indiana 
as the social media coordinator for the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commission has 
been a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
I was able to watch a state come 
together and unite by celebrating our 
shared 200 years of history. Through 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest 
and YouTube, I witnessed state pride 
grow and thrive in all 92 counties. I 
enjoyed interacting and engaging with 
Hoosiers from all walks of life and have 
learned about our state through the 
diverse conversations I have had. I was 
honored to serve the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission and to work with such a 
fantastic staff!”

— Sam Alderfer 
Social Media Coordinator

“It was such an honor to have 
represented the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission as the ‘boots on the 
ground.’ As I traveled to all 92 counties 
in an effort to coordinate the statewide 
celebration, it was heartwarming to 
witness true Hoosier Pride in every 
county. As a proud seventh-generation 
Hoosier, I consider myself blessed to have 
been part of this momentous occasion in 
our state’s history.”

—E. René Stanley 
Deputy Director

Indiana Bicentennial Commission Staff Parting Thoughts





Adams  116
Allen  117
Bartholomew  119
Benton  121
Blackford  123
Boone  124
Brown  125
Carroll  126
Cass  128
Clark  129
Clay  130
Clinton  131
Crawford  132
Daviess  133
Dearborn  134
Decatur  135
DeKalb  136
Delaware  137
Dubois  138
Elkhart  139
Fayette  141
Floyd  142
Fountain  143
Franklin  144
Fulton  145
Gibson  146
Grant  147
Greene  148
Hamilton  151
Hancock  153
Harrison  155
Hendricks  157
Henry  159
Howard  160
Huntington  161
Jackson  162
Jasper  163
Jay  164
Jefferson  165
Jennings  166
Johnson  167
Knox  168
Kosciusko  169
LaGrange  170
Lake  171
La Porte  173

Lawrence  175
Madison  176
Marion  177
Marshall  181
Martin  182
Miami  183
Monroe  185
Montgomery  187
Morgan  188
Newton  189
Noble  190
Ohio  191
Orange  192
Owen  193
Parke  194
Perry  196
Pike  197
Porter  198
Posey  200
Pulaski  201
Putnam  202
Randolph  203
Ripley  204
Rush  205
St. Joseph  206
Scott  208
Shelby  209
Spencer  210
Starke  212
Steuben  213
Sullivan  215
Switzerland  216
Tippecanoe  217
Tipton  219
Union  220
Vanderburgh  221
Vermillion  222
Vigo  223
Wabash  225
Warren  226
Warrick  227
Washington  228
Wayne  229
Wells  230
White  231
Whitley  232
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