MARKING
INDIANA’S HISTORY

CAMBRIDGE CITY

A transportation center. platted

1836 along the Whitewater River, -
| the Cumberland/National Road, and A
| the Whitewater ana] route. Four ,____.‘f- .
steam rallroads served the town; _.
interurban electric rallroad opened H' -
1903. Cambridge City Historic ! \ )
| District listed in National Register, 1991 '

= i S
’ ' 2

This photograph includes the mafor emphases of this (ssus—transportation in Indiana’s history

and the importance qf historical markers in commemorating that history. Phyllis and Jermy Mattheis
(pictured), working with Western Wayne Heritage, Inc., helped to spearhead the local support for the
marker. The marker was 50 percent supported by state appropriated funds to the Historical
Bureaw. The marker (s located in Bicentennial Park in downtown Cambridge City,

at the southeast cormer of Foole and Main Streets.

At the dedication ceremony in March 1992, the Reverend Paul Hopuwood noted that, “As long

as we are willing to stay connacted to the stream of history . . . . We shall find inspiration to do that
which is worthuhile in owr time.” Historical markers are one means of staying connected.
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HAYNES" HORSELESS CARRIAGE

Here on July 4, 1B94,
Elwood Haynes made the first
test run of an automaobile which
he designed and bullt. His car
réeached a .‘\Ell"l:'rl of aboutl seven

miles per hour over a s1x mile
course on the PumpEinvine Pike.

BIRTHPFLACE OF
WILBUR WRIGHT
April 16, 1BG7 - May 30, 1912
Co-lnventoer of the :-Ii.j'l..l“:". Wiih his
brother. Orville, he began studying
flight, 1896 built first model
mir |'|'|.1|'|.r-. 1885; began gliding. .t'-'IL'IfI;
and achieved lirst successiul
p.:.l.l.'r_-n_‘rl flight at Kitty Hawk
Narth Carolina, December 17, 1903.

J

ASTRONALUT
VIRGIL I. GRISSOM
April A, 1926 - Jonnary 1967

Born in Mitchell. Indiana.
Liculenant Colonel Grissom [lew Lhe
project Mercury sub-orbital mission,

July 21, 1961, He was command
pilat, Hrst Gemind (Hght.
March 23, 1565,
and died in an Apollo spacecrall at
LCape Kennedy. January 27, 1967

Tha Indiana Hisfarian April 1554

As spring arrives in Indiana, many people begin to explore

S both history and nature, Guides for much exploration are

roadside historical markers, Many of these markers [as pictured
here] are state markers, installed as part of the Indiana Histori-
cal Marker Program adminisiered by the Historical Pureai.

Through this issue, we hope {0 encourage you to notice, to
use, and, perhaps, to apply for historical markers in your own
communities, The first section of the issue—through page 4—
provides a history of the Indiana program. The importance of
marking historical sites is also discussed.

On page 5 there is a survey sheetl that can be reproduced
to locate historical markers in your community—including
plagques and memaorials of all kinds.

On pages 6-13, we have selected markers throughout the
state to demonsirate how they can be used to teach about the
imporiance of transportation in Indiana history, We have not
been able to use all markers related to transportation. Are there
markers in your area that could be placed on the maps?

The markers depicted on this page go beyond the time
frame of the transportation aspects discussed in this issue.
They suggest, however, thai the history of transportation is
broad and far-reaching. Indiana has contributed significantly to
that history.

The games on page 14 and the "Apple” on page 15 are
regular features to expand your knowledge of the subject matter
af the {ssue.

You Be the Historlan

# Read the marker texis on this page. Re-
search the topics further, Explain how these
markers relate {o the transportation theme,
* Research your communily ransportation
history. Wrile texts for markers that could be
used Lo Intreduce residents and viaitors to
your transportation history.

* Same communities [often counties] have
thetr own markers and marker lours. Ex-
plore your community's history through
markers that exist. Use the survey sheet on
page 5.

Note on Maps
Maps in this issue have been su-
perimposed onto a background map of
Iindiana showing the current state
boundaries and major rivers and
streams, The map is adapted from
Kingsbury, An Atlas of Indiano.
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Why Historical Markers?

A historical marker is a caption. It is designed
to grab the attention of the viewer and provide a
quick overview. In a comparison with journalism, the
marker text is the opening paragraph of the story:
who, what, where, when, and why significant.

Historical markers are valuable commodities for
a state. As an element of the tourism industry,
markers are an economic factor. Research has
shown that many people use marker guides to plan
thelr trips.

Markers are also an educational tool used by
teachers and students as they learn about their
state, region, or community.

First and loremost, however, historical markers
are a tangible reminder of the state's history. They
make that history accessible to every member of the
community. In addition, they demonstrate the value
that the state and community place on that history
for future generations.

In 1942, after the WPA marker program had
ended, the following assertion was included in a
summary article in the Indiana History Bulletinc

“Perhaps the greatest value of the project is that
it has called the attention of many people to the
historic persons and events of their neighborhood.
The study of local history involved in the selection of
sites and in writing adequate and accurate inscrip-
tions has been an education in itself. The existence
and prominence of the markers, if only for a few
years, has brought the history of the community and
the state to the notice of both residents and pass-
ersby. . ..M

Markers are only the introduction to an event,
site, person, or element of history, They must,
however, entice the viewer Lo want to know more,
People writing marker text must keep that need in
mind. They must also carry out thorough reseanch
s0 that the text on a marker is accurate,

Indiana’s historical marker program, adminis-
tered by the Indiana Historical Bureau, is very
popular. The infusion of some state money has
sparked much interest. Significant local dollars
continue to be raised in order for communities to
fund much-deserved historical markers. Obtaining
and placing a historical marker often brings together

members of a community for a common purpose.

Historical markers continue to be a point of
local and state pride in Indiana. Call or write the
Historical Bureau If you are interested in obtaining
an apphlication form.

‘Indiana History Bulletin, Vol. 19, No. 4, April 1942,
p- 130.

Tha [WPA| markers are 22 gauge aulo steel
(quite thin, | am sormy to say), framed in angle iron, 36"
wide and 24" high. They are to be mounfed on 4°
creasoled posts with braces. They are to be hand
painted biack and white. Inscriptions are imited fo &
lifle and thirty-six words. (Christopher B. Colaman lo
John W. Kem, mayor of Indianapolis, February 7,
1836) Signs with lustrations began in 1938

B Coprrighi |ruiira Hisod ki Bt 108
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Markers over Time C L

Centennial Year of 1916 resulted in erecting
1916 - Centennial of Statehood; Indiana Historical several markers and tablets on historical
. Commission (later Bureau) established. spots, or to the memory of noted pioneers

trho had lived within the county,
1821 - |ndiana General Assambly authorized [Historical Markers tn Indiana,
marking of historic sites. Bulletin No, 14,

3 ¥ December 1921])
1821 - Indiana Historical Commission issued preliminary
announcement of Historical Markers in indiana as Bulletin Na. 14,

1824 - Ravised adition of Hislorica! Markers in Inolana.

1929 - Historicsl Markers and Pubiic Mamarials in Indiana issusd as
Inciana Hisfory Bulfetin, Vol. 8, Extra No. 1.

1936 - In January, WPA markar program authordzed using
fedaral funds for matarials and construstion.

When the opportrity
comes_for unresiricied use
of tron, bronze, and aluminwem,

the cities and counties of Indiona,
and the state itself, 1837 - June 30, WPA project suspended.
will surely proceed
to a permanent, {f modest, 1838 - January 28, new WPA project begun and
commemoration of the landmarks funds allatted. Metal markers pairted by
of their history and of hand coninued, many with illustrations.
the notable men and women

1841 - Local contribution for WPA markers ralsed
J'ﬂ“,m “""""ﬂ'! . L eliectioel) from $2.50 to $3.00.
{.I'm;lmmﬂmﬂ:_m 1942 - January 31, marker project suspanded by
Vol. 19, No. 4, WPA authorities. Several thousand markers
April 1942) aracted stalawida.

Aftar World War Il - Mare parmanaent marker estab-
lishad ", . . consisting of a cast aluminum plague
sat on & concrate post, The plague was finished In
baked enameal with gold lettering.”

1953 - Cost of marker approwimalaly $110: fflesn siies marked to
date through local effor.

1966 - Survey of markers by Indiana Junior Historical Society marmbars, in
honor of the sasquicantannial of statehood, published in ndtana

History Bulletin, Viol, 43, No, 3.
1967 - Update of 1988 survey publishad in Bulletin, Vol. 44, No 7.

1878 - Historical Bureau ghven statutory authonty for markers, IC 4-23-7.2-11, Statewide
survey of markers started using local voluniears,

1989-1881 - Genaral Assambly appropriated $50,000; 38 markers installed
with state and local funds.

1891 - New siate marker program adopted by Indiana Library and Historical Board,
administerad by Indiana Historical Bureau,

1993-1995 - Ganeral Assambly appropriated $25,000; sach marker costs
approximately §1,250.
Application deadline for state marker funds is Octobar 3, 1984,

4 The Indiana Historian April 1894 B Copprighi inclana Hsaricsl B 1684



Indiana Historical Markers

Survey Worksheet
(Issued as part of The Indiana Historian, April 1994)

Directions:

= Visit your local historical organization or public library
to locate exisling resources before you start. If you find
an existing survay or lour, consider doing a survey 1o
check tha current condition of markers.

» Photocopy this sheet 1o usa for recording any markers
or plaques that you find.

» Pholographs of markers should have the antire text
readable. They should be identified on the reverse
side using labels and attached 1o the form, being
caraful not 1o damage the photograph.

= Copies of your findings should be deposited with local

repositories.
= The Historical Bureau would welcome a repor of your
findings and/or copies of your completed worksheats.

MNama'Subject of marker

Attach photograph of marker here.

Gity/Town Township

County

Exact location of marker (for example, 2 mi. north of Route x0oc on wes! side of Road x)

Erected by (credit lina)

Taxt o marker

Maintained by (if available)

Condition report

Siza of marker

Date marker inspected
Preparer of form

Date marker phatographed

Telephone for contact




Indiana’s First Routes

Herds of buffalo, on their yearly
migrations throughout what

THE WABASH RIVER
was called "Wah-bah-shik-ki™ by thie Miwmi. Th
French called it the = Ouwi-ba-che.” 11 was
thie perimici pirl route connecting Quebec and New
rleans. The Mimmil, Potowniomml,

empire to the British in 1

The O chicl. Pontias, whi
against the
British at Crufatanon Camlinurd

a Fevall

teh, made peace (1 wiih ihe

IHE WABASH RIVER

i jmmed i1

During the American Bevolution George Rogers

Clark seized Vincemmes &

Britisl. Im 1778, Li
moved & force of
Vincennes by the %

wi Havedee Rids

Chgtal anum from he
Hemry Hamiltomn
pldiers and Indions to
ash podate, Clark cajdaged
and In Felimiary of 1775
entury, bolh Matbeals and

k. The Wohash has heen a major highway for
trovel. trade, and settlement for two centuries. In
¥ 1t svimbsliges Tndinia

would become Eentucky, Indi-
ana, and [linods, cut trails, or
traces, through the deep

forests long
belore white
men arrived,
Native Amert-
cans probably
used these
same paths for
centuries. They
also cut their
own trails.

Rivers were
also major

In his 1762 Wahash River travel

mocount, Thomas

Huichins, engineer
and topographer for

Geonge Croghan,
describea the

Wabash River.
The Wabash
is Navigabie for
Cances in the
time of a Fresh
to wHthin nine
miles of the
Miarnd Fort, bt
at any other
time not udthin

forty Miles af it . . . . The french Traders
haul their Canoes over a level Portage of
nine Miles to the Miomi River . . . .

This excerpt from a 1782 jouwrmal by John E.
Heckrwelder, a Morawvian misslonary, describes his
irip on the Bullalo Trace also called the Vinoennes

Truce

On the Tth we still traveled along the

transportation routes for Native Ameri-
cans. The French, coming early into
Indiana, travelled primarily by river. The
Ohio River was a key roule for settlers
coming to Indiana. It was also a major
route for trade.

As more white settlers entered the
area, new trafls were cul to connect the
solated settlements, Eventually, these
trails were widened to allow for travel by
wagons,

As the accounts quoted here indi-
cate, early travel was difficult and often
dangerous.,

Bources: Esarey, History of Indiana (New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company. 1922);
Wilson, Early Indiana Trafls and Sureys.

Travelers’ Experiences

eastern branch of the While river af least
12 miles down, but then our way led us
into the wilderness where we could with
difficulty pass through the grape vines
and bushes, Our guide had today shot a
very large old byffalo estimated as weigh-
After we had now marched aboul five
miles, a herd of buffaloes come directly
towwards us as if they intended running us

I 1818, Henry Vest Bingham, a ¥irginia
farmer, took o route throuwgh southern Indiana that

was roughly the Bullalo Trace.

ww Crossed over the River here and
when we had Landed found we had
Crossed oo high up and that we wodeld
have to Cross Silver Creek in a Boal In
Order o get io the Road Leading (o
Vincennes . . . .

Source: MeCord, Travel Accounts, pp. 9-11,
34-37, and 88-540.

The indiana Historian April 1554
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Roadside Review

oy ()

GREAT SAUHK (Sae] TRAIL

[east-west throagh this poini

Part of a transcontinental trail
uscd by pichistoric peaples ol
North America, it passed through
modern Detreit, Rock [shand apdd

Diavenport in the M
The traill was img
into the 191 h century

wernl Anthony Wayne and the
1 o thee Tinited Stales passad
I|:|.I-| way on Dotober 30, 17t
roule from Fort Wayne o Forl
Greenville, ending the western
compaign against the Indian
Conlederscy. The Legion spent the
previons nlight camped 2.6 miiles
N.N.W. of here

WHETZEL TRACE

A Trall Trom Whitbewater
Hiver ail |.|||II|'| e
here Gt the Blulls of
White Hiver. Cul in IM1E
by Jacoh Whetzel, il was
the lirst easl-wesl road
inta central Indiana
BERRY'S TRACE
This tradl was cul about 1508
by John Berry {1 1B35)

THE BUFFALQ TRACE

ssed White River ai & wiesl (o Flat Rock and Blue Rivers,
Fosd. Tt wing : and thence north
ward imlo cential Inidiona
The Tiace hranehed off the
Hrownstown-Brookville Romd

It leeg@aim wl Ne (1T

I he irace rm
o L
wins the on 1
im pioneer days

WHETZEL TRACE
Here Ediward Tanesd Foismded
SOMERSET, 1B1&, & operated
Tomer's Towern, BE1G-18EE3

h rallying

plene
Jwewls Wh

Lhie ~“New Purehage

The map absve has been adapted from the following: Hingshury, An Atlos of
Imdiann: Wilson., Early Indiane Tralls and Surveys. p. 15; Alfred H. Meyer, Ccmtral Tmalldn
“Circulation and Setilement Paiterns of the Calumet Heglon . . . ,* reprinted from e B
Annals of the Asseclation af American Oeagraphers, Val. 44, Mo, 3, pp. 248-47, 2565,

O Copyrght Isiana il Bursay |3 The indiana Historan Apl 1994 [



Improving Transportation Routes

As more settlers arrived in Indiana,
more and betier transportation roules
were needed, Better roads would allow
farmers to get their products to market.
Roads would also bring news faster from
the east coast.

The Michigan Road from south to
north and the National Road (or
Cumberland Road) from east Lo west were
major improvements for the stale in the
early 1830s, The 1836 Internal Improve-

southern Indiana.

ments Act provided for a tumpike in

There were many types of early
roads. The first were dirt roads, which
quickly became quagmires of mud during
rain or snow. Corduroy roads were con-
structed of logs laid side by side. Plank
roads were constructed of planks, set side
by side. Macadamized roads were con-
structed of two layers of broken stone.
Source: Buley, The Oid Northuesd, pp. 395-564.

Travelers’ Experiences

By Fool: Thomas Scattergood Teas. a young
man from Philadelphia. kept joumals of several
walking tours. The following i from an account of

his 1821 Joumey on foot to Fort Waymes from
Richmaorsd,

.+ « The rain has made it very un-
pleasant travelling the soil being very
mellow, the mud is ancle deep, and the
dripping bushes soon wet me above the
middle, The musquiloes and gnats are as
numeraus here as along the sea shore,
ard are very roublesome. . . .

By Horse: Hugh McCulloch, a lawyer from
Maine. raveled to the northern part of ithe state

from Indianapolls n 1833, looking for & lecation o

practice law, The following is an excerpt from his
recallections,

. - « The Michigan road, through which
in after years [ had many a hard ride with
the mud so deep that fifteen or bwenty
miles were a good day’s fourney . . . .
Upon entering wpon it that afternoon, [
perceived that nothing had been done to
make il a road except (0 open a wW7ay
through the forest. It was perfectly
straight, and the noble trees, nearly a
hundred feet in height, stood on either side
of it like a protecting wall. The birds were
singing blithely, and although my horse
was my only companion, the wildness and
novelty of the scene acted upon me like a

Source: McCord,
Travel Accounts, pp.
111, 142, 144, 149,
160, 210, 211.

By Wagon: [n 1833, George David and his
lasnily traveled through northern Indiana an their
mmﬁhhm.mhﬂuwhlmlhhntﬁ

... Oct. 11, Got onto the Michigan
road at 11, and followed it thro' mud hole,
swamp & bog for 10 miles. Passed over
the "wet Swamp® Terracopera prairie &
rolling prairie . . . .

Oct. 14. “Thro’ the woods & thro® the
woods® 7 miles o Michigan City . . . .
About 3 miles from the cily we encoun-
tered heavy rain, steep sandhills & deep
mudholes together, so bad that had it not
been for the casual & gratious assistance
of 8 axen we might have slept in some of
By Stage: An anonymous letter, excerpted here,
to the Pacll American Eagle in February 1855 states

the author's frustrations with trovel in Indiana,
with some hnarmor.

. . . And now for the sake of suffering
humanity, let me entreat the good folks not
to build any more macadamized roacds.
Plank roads, costing from one_fourth to one
half as much, are vastly preferable, both
Jor man and beast. . . .

From Orleans I returned home by
“stage, " which means, when deprived of
the poet’s license, being dragged through
the mud in an ax cart, draun by _four
horses, at the rate of about one and one-

B The Indiana Historian April 1994
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Roadside Review

— ; ) il - g MICHIGAN ROAD
Extending [Feas Michigan City
| : J twr the Ohio Kiver WLl
= I Hegun by the state in 1R
- - - wilh funds obtaimed from soale of
1 ; land gramted by o)
!"_"" 1 atomi Indions

rm part of state (o selilors

|.'. _ <t b o ool
|1 . 3 i R

- - S 2 MICHIGAN ROAD

P # £
T i b il | With pr s from the aale al
4 #
¥ ] - 1
ol o, f ; 170 res of Indian land
s o . granted by the Federal
'\\‘ : i s J Govermment. Indiana bailt its first
1 I il Lhi-south foml. Surveyea] 1A2S
1 >
I r plrle by 1H34, npleted
W {s ol . s 4 lin 1837, s cosl was 5242, 0000
I
I

TOLL HOUSE
Dperated by Augusta Gravel
The [IEE N above has heen scdapted from Kingsbhary, Rowl Ca,, cleca 18GE- 1RGS2
An Atlas of Indinnno.

MICHIGAN ROAD
First majo ate road,
leigilll im the 1R30's, fram the

Ohio River to Lake Michlgan

oy ()

MICHIGAN ROAD

Extending from Michipan Cliy o

NATIONAL ROAD

DA Wixs Zxteniled from Cumberland. Md

setlllement,
; S5t Lowis. Begun wilth Fe wl

funds. 1K, the Indiana portion
wras bt |B20-34. Over this moad
many seltlers posesd o thelr new

hames in el Northwest

the Ohio ot Madis
Begian by (he slabe in 1831
funds abtained from
of land granted b
Indians. Ope
part of stale to selilers

B Cogry rged (adiar Histinhal Bursed 1060 The Indfana Historan April 1804 g



Indiana’s Canal Era

The canal éra in Indiana the 1836 Internal Improvements Act, the

@ was briel and came too late  Indiana General Assembly authorized
to be successful because of  additional canal projects along with other
SITE OF THE CENTRAL cANAL [EEUEEEEHERLTEILLET S projects. It included a railroad.
/ | -:I:I-:-:II::-I_-I--r-_ 3 : vances, Federal help for The canal projects of the Internal
o i N ;[ was authorized In Improvements Act were too ambitious,
Rl 1816, the year Indiana and the state went into debt. The canal
Ml ccame a state, projects were taken over by private

In 1827, Indiana was given companies.

ki federal land to construct the  Source: Fatout, Indiana Canals.
unel reciealbien Wal:lash and Erie Eﬂ.ﬂﬂ. [l1.

A Traveler's Experience

J. Richard Beste came to America from England with his A flat roof spread over the whole of the saloons;
wile and cleven children, The following excerpis from his ard was piled luggage: and here SETIQETS
J-uL:'ILij d:—.lrrﬂ‘:n their 1851 adventiire af the Wabash and Er= . the ey

Cunal walked up and down or sat to enjoy the view.
M ! ] lzthﬁ IIIBEII_ ﬁt-ﬁLE n.‘.:h:‘:k m G AR EIEA AT I NN R R R R A S R bR Rl R LSS S dd I T T
:heqﬂmmstteppedﬂﬁumthe!mqmym Onwir children had wondered where they were to
. sleep, as there were no visible berths . . . they dreaded
Terre Haute on board the Indiana canal boat. Three
to have to pass_four nights on the floor, as they had
horses were hamessed to a rope, about fifty yards A .

: done at Mrs. Long's hotel: but they said they were now
ahead of the boal; they started at a moderate trot; % hardsiikas had ;
and the toun, where we had tarried so long, was MENE L than they then been;
oot oo St e oty ey

The construction of the canal boal was—in oiny ¥ it tin pie dish. The
mininiure—much the same as that of the lake and s M"“‘tl r P
river steamers. There was no hold or under-deck; :mmd. Euﬂﬁn.:rithe“ ; peeie v H:se““:” g
but, on the deck at the stern, were raised the Lp shelves wall, and laying mattre

kitchen, steward's room, and offices; in the centre of and s

We were summoned to tea: but, after the good
the boat, was the large saloon—the sitting room of
all by day, the sleeping room of male passengers by living of the Prairie House, all complained bitterly of the

night; adjoining it was the ladies’ saloon; beyoned rmmﬂﬁﬁﬂf”ﬂmhﬂmmmﬂ
which again. was a small cabin containing only four raw beef steaks.

m-mmﬂﬂw se-md byﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂl‘ulﬂymd ----------------------------------------------------------

side openad upon the bow of the vessel, In it, was a Haute, the scenery is remarkably pretty . . . . But,

looking-glass, a hand bason, two towels, a comb mmﬁuﬂ“mwmmaﬂ:ﬂm
and a brush, for the use of the ladies. It was a rule Wﬂmmwu:mu?mmm =

in the boats that no gentleman should go inio the wished:for change made pleased when

| arrived, (n the evening, at La Fayette, where we were
!ﬂﬂiﬁ'-: saloon without express inuitation from the to mouve into another canal boat . . .

Saiiree: MeCord, Travel Accounts, pp. 197-99.

10 Tha |ndiana Historian Agril 1984 & Coprerigl inalana Hmarical Burss 1084



Roadside Review
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WADASH AND ERIE CANAL T
The A absoive baas been n:l;]ﬂﬂrl The Wuhash & Erie was the Lake Exie wi T
from H.'l,ngll:lu_lj'_ AmAflas nj]’:ﬂm longest canal uilt in North River at Evansy
and Garman, MHistork: Canals of America, ranning m Toleda Cariull Coun
Incliana. 1o Evanss Tonlezuma was Lake Dam, «

the makn Lo Parke Connly I mile west)]. Viifious ¢
Thizs portion wos abedomned siructures are still in evidence
i 1 EGS

WARASH AND ERIE CANAIL

Bite of depst [o al which
G0 mile canal passed throwgh s at [oal
. Ohio, to Evansy : Olmim 1

WABASH AND ERIE CANAL
Comleted From L

o Ev
Usaed LBl 10

Dih S5t ta lal Ave
canul widened inlo basln for

dochs cavering part

of this square

Indilamna & [he longest camal
in the United States. Here i
ol “il abave the notural land
s - prevent Mooading and
“'r"l""il I, TEmmns intmct

Evansville. through Fort ¥
Lafayette, nnd Terie Haiile
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Progress through Technology

There was much discussion of

railroads in Indiana in the late 1820s and

1830s. Political leaders, however,
decided to build canals,

A short experimental track

©

oy )

FOHMER NAHRBEOW GAUGE HAILHOD
Trackloyers hallillng noarrow
rodlrosd connecting LGareasl
at Toledo, Chio, with Mississippi
River reached Dhis |H|ir|1
Oetober 1, 1BBO, In 188T,
3.0 men converleld 2006 miles
if this to standard gauge
radlioad i 11 hoors
Can

INDIANA'S FIRST RAILROAD

A experimeinlal two mile padd
was completed to this point
on July 4, 18534
A hopse-drawn cor carried
rs an @ Fallrosd

i Tlrsl Lnme

was lald near Shelbyville in
1834, The 1836 Internal
Improvements Act provided
for building a ratlroad from
Madison to Lafayette. The
resulting project was later
leased to a private company.
Shares of stock were sold
in private companies to
finance construction. In

addition to money, stock could be pur-
chased with needed resources, such as
timber, stone, or land.

These early trains burned wood for
power. The passenger CArs were con-
structed like stagecoaches. Breakdowns
and accidents wWere common.

As the maps indicate, raflroads
expanded quickly in Indiana thereby
making canals obsolete. Rallroads re-
mained the key to transportation well
into the twentieth century.

Source: Barnhart and Carmony, Indiona, Vol.
1, pp. 321-44.
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The map above has been adapied from
Kingsbury, An Allas of Indiana.

12

Tha indlana Historan April 1884 L1




A Traveler’s Experience

"Horace Greeley. [ounder of the New York Tribune and once
a preakdential candidate, came to Indiana in 1853 (o speak ai La
Porte. along with visiting the second Staie Falr at Lafayetie. Aflcr
his experiences in traveling through the state be retumed o New
York disgusted with Indiana and vexed by the Hooslers. He
published an pceount of his irfbulatons in the Tribwne which was

reprinted in the Indlanapolls Star Magaztne, December 30, 1951,
p- 9"
[October, 1853]
I left New York on Monday mormning of last week
and reached Lafayette. . . . I

passengers. formed entirely too heavy a load for our
asthmatic engine.

.+ » by 3 o'clock we reached Brookston . . , but
here we came to a long halt. . . . Our engine was
detached and run ahead some five miles for water
and wood and a weary (uwo hours wore tediowsiy
away before its retun. It came at last, hitched on
and started us but before it had moved us another

half mile the discharge cock of the boiler flew out,

returned to Indianapolis on rendering us hopelessly unmovable

Friday morning, and started P < Jor hours o come.

back via Lafayette on Saturday d Our conductor had started a

maorning to fulfill a promise o | Z handcar back te Lafayette in quest

speak on the evening of that . - " of the only engine there . . . . It was
How we were delayed on | T . | drag us back to Lafayette to spend

our way back to Lafayette, and R | the remainder of the night and make

~r h “___|  ajfair start in the morning. . . .

how, on reaching that smart | -
powng willoge, I was misled, by

the kind guidance of a zealous T o

Jrignd . . . it were a_fruitless
pvexation o recall. Suffice it to

But now a bright thought
struck the engineer. He recollected
that a good engine was stationed at
a poini named Culvertown, 43 miles
ahead, and he decided to take a

say that at noon [ stood on the s S L

platform where I might and , e < handcar and make for this

should have been 20 minules ﬁ j .'fﬂ'.- b _5 The handear was dragged
before, fust in time to see the 7§ '=L\ g e over the rough prairie and

line of smoke hovering over the Lt AR Y 1 ¥ launched—I following with my
rapidly receding train, to realize = L/ carpetbags. In a trice it was duly
that any reasonabbe fulfillment ."' ; ,u J manned: | had coaxed my way (o a

of my promise to La Porte was =0 7
now impossible, and o leam
that the next regular train
would leave on Monday, and
take me to La Porte, just two days after | should have
been there.

« « » Our extra frain was adfourned © next moming
at 10, and I refumned to the telegraph office to apprize
La Porte [ would speak there Sunday, . . .

The train that was (o start at 10 did not actually
leave till noon and then with a body entirely dispropor-
tionate (o its head. Five cars closely packed with live
hogs, five ditto with wheat, two ditto with [umber,
three or four with livestock and notions returning from
the State Fair, and two or three cattle cars containing

Indiana Railroads, 1850
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4 W N seatl upon il, and we were off.

« « o W were seven of us in the
handear, four propelling by twos as
if turning a heavy, tuo-handed
grindstone. . . . The car, about equal in size to a
wheelbarrow and a half, just managed to hold us

Finally, a little after midnight we reached the
one-horse village of Culvertown, and found the
engine missing—run down o Michigan City for
repairs—so that my companions have had their
Source: MeCord, Travel Accounts, pp, 207-8,

The map above has been adapted fram K . An Aflas
Ingatrary af




Marker Fun

Word Search
Find key words on ten of the Historical Markers, plctured
on this page, in the the Word Search puzzle below,

Marker Match jumas i as pen
« Make 2 photocoples of the
markers below, cul oul each
marker, and mount each on a
flle card, You will have 15
palra.

= Players: 2

= Flay: Shuflle and deal &
cards lo each player. Refmaln-
ing cards are placed face down
on the table. Players should
make pairs from their hands,
ithen ask the other player for a
“marker® o make a pair. If the
player cannol make a palr that
way, he selects a card from the
[ace-down plle and the play
moves to the other player, The
player whio matches all of his
markers wins.
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An Apple for Everyone
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Selected Resources

Student Reading

* Boyer, Edward. River and
Canal. New York: Holiday House,
1988,

Text and {llustrations provide a
sound understanding of the
mechanics and use of canals.
Highly recommended for readers
of all ages.

* Coiley, John. Train New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1992,

Full of colorful llustrations and
photographs, and enough text to
describe briefly the development
of trains, how they are built, and
how they operate.

* Davies, Eryl. Transport on
Land. Road & Rall New York:
Franklin Watts, 1992,

A survey of transportation
development using colorful illus-
trations.

* Gibbons, Gail. New Road! N.p.:
Harper Collins, 1983,

Text and {llustrations are
simple but informative regarding
modern road bullding.

General Sources

* Bammhart, John D., and Donald
F. Carmony. Indiana: From Fron-
tier to Indusirial Commonwealth.
New York: Lewis Historical Pub-
lishing Company, Inc., 1954,

Volumes 1 and 2 cover
Indiana’s pre-history through the
early twentieth century. Excellent
standard source.

o  Indiana, the
Early Years, Resoirce Guide,
Indianapolis: Indiana Historical
Bureau, 1987,

Excellent use of primary
sources to explore transportation
and other topics in early Indiana.

Background material,

* Buley, R Carlyle. The Old
Nortfupest: Pioneer Period, 1815
1840. Indianapolis: Indiana
Historical Society, 1950,

Reliable standard source on
Indiana’s early formative years,

* Fatout. Paul, Indiana Canals,
Wesl Lafayette: Purdue University
Studies, 1972,

Examination of early canal days

in the Wabash and Whitewater
valleys of Indiana through the
failure of the canal system,
* Historical Markers in Indiana.
Bulletin No. 14, December 1921.
Indianapolis: Indiana Historical
Commission, 1922,

Survey of known state markers.
* Lindley, Harlow, editor. Indiana
as Seen by Early Travelers. India-
napolis: Indiana Historical Bu-
reau, reprint 1992,

Primary sources prior Lo 1830,
* McCord, Shirley S., compiler,
Travel Accounts of Indiana, 1679
1961: A Collection of Observations
by Wayfaring Foreigners, Itiner-
anis, and Peripatetic Hooslers,
Indianapolis: Indiana Historical
Bureau, 1970.

Informative material about
travel and travelers throughout
Indiana,

* Kingsbury, Robert C. An Atlas
of Indiana. Bloomington: Indiana
University, Department of Geogra-
phy, 1970.

Excellent source for a wide

variety of Indiana maps.
* Rose, Albert C. Historic Ameri-
can Roads: From Frontier Tralls (o
Superhighways. New York: Crown
Fublishers, Inc., 19786,

Ower 100 historic roads are

surveyed. Maps and (lustrations
are helpful.

= Schiereth, Thomas J. U.S. 40: A
Roadscape of the American Experi-
ence. Indianapolis: Indiana His-
torical Society, 1985,

Compares U.5. 40 from early
days to the present. Contains
many photographs.

* Stewart, George R U.S. 40:
Cross Section of the United Stales
of America. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1953,

Interesting cross-disciplinary
and cross-sectional study.,

* Wilson, George R. Early Indiana
Trails and Surveys. Indianapaolis:
Indiana Historical Society, 1986,

Detailed history of the early
trails throughout what would
become Indiana. Good maps.

* Wixom, Charles W, Pictorial
History of Roadbuilding., Wash-
ington, D.C.: American Road
Builders’ Assoclation, 1975,

Interesting historic photographs

accompany limited tesxt.

Special Resources

Classroom materials on canals
from the Indiana Historical Bu-
reau :

* Indiana Junior Historian, De-
cember 1988,

* Garman, Harry O. Historic
Canals of Indiana, rev. 1984,

* Garman, Harry O, Whitewvater
Canal, Cambridge City (o the Ohio
River, rev. 1984,
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