Switzerland County Cemetery Commission
Commissioners’ Report for 2014

Commission Members:

Carolyn Miller
Nancy Barker
Shila Geyman
Lewis Fritter
Robert Robbins

Again this year we have found much interest in cemetery discovery and preservation from local

citizens. We have had locals come in to report burial spots and to request restoration of small cemeteries,
and tourists call & come in the courthouse, attempting to find locations of burial spots and/or cemeteries,

In 2014 The Commission has:

1.

7.

8.

Filed the Cemetery Commission report for 2013 early with the Indiana DNR (December 2013 instead

of January 2014)
The Cemetery Commission received $15,000 from the County Council for projects in 2014

April: Commission member met with out of area persons interested in possible donations for future
work on local cemeteries

May: Commission members and local volunteers cleared off Drake Cemetery for restoration -
Pleasant Twp

June: Received notification of a grant for $30,000, if the Commission can raise $8,000 before Oct 1%
Began work to secure matching grant fund requirement of $8,000

July:  Graveyard Groomer completed the 2013 work commitment on Patriot Cemetery and

Vevay Cemetery, which was not able to be finished in 2013 due to cold weather
Met with various persons/boards to secure grant fund match of $8,000

September: Commission secured the $8,000 grant fund match

October: Contacted Donna Denning, Jefferson County, to get a commitment to restore Davis
Cemetery (Doug McNeely’s farm, Posey Twp) — Revolutionary soldier buried
there
Received $30,000 as the payment of the grant (donor wishes to remain anonymous) for the
repair of 3 cemeteries - 2 in Jefferson Twp and also for Section 2 of Vevay Cemetery
The condition of the Grant Fund was that the funds would not affect the funds awarded
to the Commission in 2014, nor in any future funds to be awarded by the Council
Work began on the Grant Fund projects — small, family cemetery restoration completed,
work in progress on the 2™ cemetery (Cotton)

The Commission was not able to get Graveyard Groomer back in the summer to work on projects for
2014, so that work is being carried over to 2015,

The Current balance in the Cemetery Fund is $10,300.90 (see attached financial status report)
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of January 2014)
The Cemetery Commission received $15.000 from the County Council for projects in 2014

2. April: Commission member met with out of area persons interested in possible donations for future
work on local cemeteries

3. May: Commission members and local volunteers cleared off Drake Cemetery for restoration -
Pleasant Twp

5. June: Received notification of a grant for $30.000, if the Commission can raise $8,000 before Oct 1%
Began work to secure matching grant fund requirement of $8,000

6. July: Graveyard Groomer completed the 2013 work commitment on Patriot Cemetery and

Vevay Cemetery, which was not able to be finished in 2013 due to cold weather
Met with various persons/boards to secure grant fund match of $8.000

7. September: Commission secured the $8.000 grant fund match

8. October: Contacted Donna Denning, Jefferson County, to get a commitment 1o restore Davis
Cemetery (Doug MeNeely's farm, Posey Twp) — Revolutionary soldier buried
there
Received $30.000 as the payment of the grant (donor wishes to remain anonymous) for the
repair of 3 cemeteries - 2 in Jefferson Twp and also for Section 2 of Vevay Cemetery
The condition of the Grant Fund was that the funds would not affect the funds awarded
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The Commission was not able to get Graveyard Groomer back in the summer to work on projects for
2014, so that work is being carried over to 2015,

The Current balance in the Cemetery Fund is $10,360.00  (see attached financial starus report)



Pending obligations: 2 Cemetery Signs @ $140.00............... S 265.00
Drake Cemetery Restoration............ 8,000.00
Davis Cemetery Restoration............ 2,000.00

TOTAL $ 10,265.00

The condition of the Grant Fund was that the funds would not affect the funds awarded to the
Commission in 2014, nor in any future funds to be awarded by the Council (see attached
financial report)

The Challenge In 2015: L) Restore Drake Cemetery, Pleasant Twp
2.) Restore Davis Cemetery, Posey Twp
3.) Restore Porter Cemetery, Cotton Twp
4.} Investigate reports of 3 previously undisclosed cemeteries

RECOMMENDATION: Due to Commission member Shila Geyman moving out of the County, we
would like to submit the name of CYNDI BARNES as a replacement for the vacant position on the
Commission. Al other members are willing to serve again, subject to approval of the
Commissioners.
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Carolyn J. Miller,Member
Switzerland County Cemetery Commission

Approved by:
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Steve Lyons, Presidgﬁt
Switzerland County Cemmisioners
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