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TO: All Local Health Departments
Attn: Chief Food Inspection Officer

o
FROM: A. Scott Gilliam‘?‘?’[BA, CP-FS
Director, Food Protection Program

SUBJECT:  Fresh Express Recall

SUGGESTED

ACTION: Unclassified Recall; Express Romaine-based ready-to-eat salads with the expired Use-by
Dates of May 13th through May 16th and an "S" in the Product Code because they have
the potential to be contaminated with Salmonella; Information provided in case of
consumer inquiry.

From the information provided by FDA, the product being recalled was distributed in
the neighboring State of Michigan. Because it is still possible that products bearing the
Use-by Dates of May 13th -16th and an "S" in the Product Code could be on store
shelves, this recall extends to retailers as well as consumers. Detail information is not
available at this time. In addition, if any recalled product is found, please notify this
office at 317-233-7360.
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Recall -- Firm Press Release

FDA posts press releases and other notices of recalls and market withdrawals from the firms
involved as a service to consumers, the media, and other interested parties. FDA does not endorse
either the product or the company.

Fresh Express Recalls Romaine-based Salads with Use-by Dates of May 13-16th
Due to Possible Health Risk

Contact:
Barbar Hines, 972.724.3049
Ed Loyd, 513.784.8935

2 North Meridian Street » Indianapolis, IN 46204 | The Indiana State Department of Health supports Indiana’s economic

317.233.1325 tdd 317.233.5577 prosperity and quality of life by promoting, protecting and providing for
www.statehealth.in.gov the health of Hoosiers in their communities.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -- May 24, 2010 ~ Salinas, California - Fresh Express, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Chiquita Brands International, is voluntarily recalling a specific selection of
Fresh Express Romaine-based ready-to-eat salads with the expired Use-by Dates of May 13th
through May 16th and an "S" in the Product Code because they have the potential to be
contaminated with Salmonella. The recall extends only to products with these Use-by Dates and
Product Codes and sold in the following states: Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Louisiana,
Nebraska, Montana, Missouri, lowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Nevada, Arizona, California,
Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Utah, Wyoming,
North Dakota, and South Dakota. No other Fresh Express salads are included in the recall.

The recall notification is being issued out of an abundance of caution based on an isolated instance
in which a single package of Fresh Express Hearts of Romaine Salad with a use by date of May 15
was confirmed positive for Salmonella in a random sample test conducted by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

Salmonella is an organism that may cause fever, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain and possibly
bloody diarrhea in healthy individuals. It can cause serious and sometimes fatal infections in
young children, frail or elderly people, and others with weakened immune systems. Consumers
with these symptoms should consult their health care provider.

Because it 1s still possible that products bearing the Use-by Dates of May 13th -16th and an "S" in
the Product Code could be on store shelves, this recall extends to retailers as well as consumers.
Fresh Express’ experience is that it is highly unlikely that any of the potentially affected salads are
still on store shelves or for sale to consumers due to the expired Use-by Dates. Fresh Express
believes that it is important to alert consumers who might still possess one of the potentially
affected expired salads to immediately dispose of it.

Fresh Express is collaborating closely with FDA and immediately upon learning of the single
confirmed positive test completed a companywide product traceability review.

Salads included in the recall notification include the specific selection of Fresh Express Romaine-
based salads listed below with Use-by Dates of May 13th through May 16th and an "S" in the
Produce Code. No other Fresh Express salads are included in the recall.

Instructions for Consumers:

Check your refrigerator for Fresh Express Romaine-based salads with use-by dates of May 13th
through May 16th and an "S" in the Product Code. The Use-by Date is found in the upper right
hand corner of the package with the Product Code located immediately underncath. For Fresh
Express Gourmet Café Salads, the Use-by Date and Product Code are located on the bottom of the
salad bowl.

Consumers whe may have potentially affected product are asked to make a note of the Use-by
Date and Product Code, immediately dispose of the product, and contact a Fresh Express
consumer representative toll-free at (800) 242-5472, 24 hours per day, Monday - Friday, to obtain
a full refund.

Instructions for Retailers:

All Product Codes indicated are well-beyond their Use-by Date, however, retailers are asked to
reconfirm with their distribution centers and all individual stores to ensure that no product remains
in their inventory or at store locations. A separate letter and instructions will be forwarded to all



relevant Fresh Express customers. For additional details, retailers are asked to contact their Fresh
Express customer service representative.

Complete Listing of Recalled Fresh Express Salad Products, Use-by Dates and Product
Codes

Bag UPC Code Product Description

271279 | 251011 5-Lettuce Mix 6.00
071279 24100 5 American 12.00
071279 | 302010 Asian Supreme Completes Kit 13.90
071279 30105 1 BLT Caesar Completes Kit 10.50
071279 | 301006 Caesar Completes Kit 10.00
071279 | 30104 4 Caesar Supreme Completes Kit 10.75
071279 30101 3 Caesarlite Completes Kit ' 10.00
071279 | 30601 8 Salsa! Ensalada Supreme Completes Kit 14.00
071279 | 108025 Double Carrots 12.00
071279 | 232010 Fancy Greens 7.00
071279 | 407050 Gourmet Café Caribbean Chicken 8.60
071279 | 407012 Gourmet Café Chicken Caesar 7.80
071279 | 407029 Gourmet Café Chop Turkey Chef 9.10
71279 40706 7 Gourmet Café Tuscan Chicken Pesto 7.80
071279 | 108049 Green & Crisp 12.00
071279 | 261027 Hearts of Romaine 10.00
071279 | 262017 Hearts of Romaine 18.00
071279 | 211008 Italian 10.00
071279 | 261126 Leafy Green Romaine 9.00
071279 | 10809 4 Lettuce Trio 9.00
071279 | 108087 Premium Romaine 9.00
171279 | 26100 3 Romaine Chopped 6/2# 32.00
071279 | 261119 Triple Hearts 8.00
071279 | 281001 Veggie Lovers 12.00
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