
Mapping Indiana: 
The Authors’ Perspective



Over a decade in the making!

Project overview

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mapping Indiana over ten years in the makingInitial interest after Traces article (1990); Press seeking projects focusing on IN and IHS collectionsIn development and planning stages by late 1990s-2002 (one essayist)Press established by 2002 and project formally approved by 2004, with at least three authors writing IHS map essays (and two special essayists) before book’s completionMany starts and stops over time (funding, editing, design work) before book finally published at end of 2015Getting material cataloged made difference in pushing project forward



Cataloging the Collection

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Map cataloging, a specialized fieldIntern with Library degree kicked off the formal catalogingHelped to train staff cataloger who passed on the knowledgeConservation is able to survey maps after catalogingNote if treatment is neededProperly house them for proper preservationStaff retrieve/reshelve maps from large flat file drawersAllows greater access for staff and the public



Individual map essays

Organizing the Book

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As seen from photo, access to maps a little challenging manually; staff had to select from among 1700 maps in collectionOriginal target was to include about 75-80 mapsSelection made by pan-institutional team with an eye on variety and interestAmy and I streamlined and focused selection, removing some and adding others, developed thematic presentation until total grew to 107 mapsDecided not to have essay for each map as it would be overwhelmingArrangement and discussion organized into chronological (or individual) and thematic (or topical) maps to encompass specific titles, subject matter and genre typesAttention to individual map titles organized under general historical periods: Exploration, Colonial, Early Republic, and Indiana Territorial and Statehood sections



Antonio Zatta vs. John Mitchell

Il paese de' selvaggi Outagamiani, Mascoutensi, Illinesi, e 
parte delle VI Nazioni, 1778

A map of the British and French 
dominions in North America, 1755

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Antonio Zatta – Il Paese de’ selvaggi…(1778)One of the few Italian language maps at IHSZatta prominent in last quarter of 18th century [1775-97]Produced at least two atlasesDrew freely from work of leading cartographers, as was commonDeveloped own distinctive style known for his color, detail and artistry with a decidedly Italian flavorIl Paese one of 12 unjoined sheets depicting America; this section: Midwest and Great PlainsNote erroneous hills or mountains, in particular across N. Indiana“Indiani” for “Indians” appears in area that would become IndianaBears prominent Wabash R., a severely distorted Mississippi R., several Indian names, geographic and natural features, including fox and buffalo locations, and early appearance of “Chicago,” a trading post at the timeMuch of the area was still unknown, making mapmakers dependent on each other for knowledge and discoveriesZatta’s was an Italian representation of the John Mitchell map of two decades earlier; sometimes called a plagiarism or piracycompare to – John Mitchell – A Map of the British and French Dominion of N. America (1755)Virginia-born physician and botanist, who divided time between Britain and the colonies, became one of most reliable cartographers of the 18th centuryProbably the standard bearer of early national maps, serving as a foundation for all boundary disputes and treaties up thru Treaty of Paris, 1783At the brink of French and Indian War, many maps produced in 1755 in defense of British and French interests, though “the Mitchell map” often considered the best, esp. as rebuttal to French boundary claimsProduced it, after five years of research, while living in LondonUsed surveys, archives, and all resources available to him; map became the strongest and most detailed for accurately documenting the continent’s interiorWas particularly known for its extensive detail in highly disputed Ohio River ValleyMitchell’s map was one of 8 unjoined sheets; this one, like Zatta’s showing same geographic areaAmong the distinctions: Mitchell’s doesn’t have the massive mountain ranges; uses bolder and varied color tones; the tributaries are more defined; Indiana (on broader view) shown as still a part of VirginiaMitchell map was among the most popularly reprinted sources in the latter half of 18th century; no fewer than 21 editions, in four languages (IHS has two editions) Lawrence Martin, LC in 1920s, called it “the most important map in American history”; rather than by its title, it remains known today just as “the Mitchell map” What do you think?  Was Zatta a plagiarist, or just borrowing from cartographic knowledge of the time?  Which map appeals to you most?



The eagle map of the United States

Isaac W. Moore, 1833

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Companion piece to the book: Rudiments of National Knowledge: Presented to the Youth of the United States and Enquiring ForeignersPublished by Joseph Churchman, Copyrighted by his brother James Churchman, Engraved by I.W. Moore1833Symbolic realism was used from time to time to enhance a map's attractiveness or emphasize the map's message: in this case a salute to expansionism using the Federalist symbol of the EagleSpecifically in this instance, the book noted "the increased facility with which lessons may be impressed and retained upon the youthful memory ... when the aid of [a] figure ... can be resorted to."Interestingly the author also stated, "if ... the citizens of any one state, should propose to separate their interests from the interests of the Union ... the ugly chasm which would be produced ... in the beautiful figure before us ... might not a moral repugnance be strengthened against ... a disorganization of the republic?"Less than 30 years later the chasm did open, of course, with the Civil WarThough the Eagle is prominent, the map is still quite functionalThrough its features you can see the outlines of states and territories, as well as some of the larger cities.In Indiana, the state's borders are clear and Indianapolis and Vincennes are noted.



Map of Indiana

John Melish, 1819

Presenter
Presentation Notes
John Melish   -  Map of Indiana (1819)A Scotsman; among founders of American commercial cartography Part of expanding market of atlas production, early 1800s, with creation of original sheets as part of a seriesMelish’s is classic Indiana map; copperplate engraving (began 1790)Though 1819 update of the 1817 edition, it is prob. earliest view of Indiana as a state (definitely earliest in IHS collection)Since statehood came in Dec. 1816, few maps likely produced until 1817 anyway; Melish’s intent was to produce sheet maps of all existing states at that timeNote the counties that had developed by that time and odd outline of others not fully formed (along Ten O’Clock Treaty Line)Fleur-de-lis compass along 2nd principal meridian likely a nod to IN’s former status under French ruleFeatures: township & range surveying grid; military posts and small towns; chiefly Native American population in blue shaded area; Daviess County spelled “Davis”; a penciled notation added where Indianapolis would later beSadly, Melish d. by 1822; his imprint could have been larger



A Literary Map of Indiana

Warren Vale Casey, 1956

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1956: artist Warren Vale Casey, an instructor at Ball State Teachers CollegeFor Indiana Council of Teachers of English, and Indiana College English Association Literary maps of Indiana were also done in 1974 and 2015 (in anticipation of the state's bicentennial)The 1956 copy in our collection is brightly colored Makes note of a few cities and towns but focuses on authorsThough predominantly male, there is an effort to note the female authors of the state: Gene Stratton Porter; Sarah Bolton among others less-well knownSome of the most notable men: John Finley and his 'Hoosier's Nest'; James Whitcomb Riley, via an illustration of the 'Old Swimmin'-Hole"; Newton Booth TarkingtonSome historical figures you don't think of for their writings: Abraham Lincoln; Johnny Appleseed (John Chapman); Albert J. Beveridge (historian and politician)Much like the Eagle map, this visual representation would have been very popular for use by teachers, in the 1950s/1960s organizations produced similar graphic representations for many of the statesMany sources were used to put this map together, including as you may notice, the Indiana Historical Society



Topical map essays

Organizing the Book

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All maps could be talked about extensively, but many made more sense as a groupAllowed for ready comparison across time periods and topics15 different topics covered Range from 2 to 9 maps included per essay depending on the subject and our holdings



Tourism Maps

How to drive to Brown County, 1918

See Indiana, 1948

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Advances in and affordability  of transportation led to travel becoming for readily available for the average personDifferent types of tourism maps were developed by different types of promoters3 maps representing 60 years, different styles, different focuses1918--Fred A. Hetherington produced How to Drive to Brown CountyRoads at that time were not always reliableDetailed information is provided for the travelIncludes running time from Indianapolis to Nashville via different routes; hotels in Nashville; road conditions in July 1918In particular, this copy was provided to someone meaning to travel on a particular day: "Oct. 21 Take route marked in red"Nashville hotels and amenities are notedA very different map, See IndianaCreated by artist/educator George Jo Mess in 1948Had Brown County studioTaught at IU's Downtown Center, Herron, his studio, and Indianapolis Art LeagueMakes reference to bounty of things to do/see across the state through artist renderingsNo directions or routes provided, not useful to get from point 'A' to point 'B'One other map included (not shown here)Indianapolis, 1977, ArcharArchar, Canadian company, active in 1970s-1980sSpecialized in Pictorial maps of cities and townsLike See Indiana, Not useful for directions: not to scale, no street names



Bird’s-Eye Views

View of Indianapolis, 1854

Bird’s-eye View of Madison, Indiana, 1887

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A unique genre of visual map or aerial imageryShows town or populated area from a 45-degree angle as if from a bird’s perspective while in flightDistinct type of map was chiefly a post-Civil War phenomenon as lithography became more accessibleEngraving techniques and mass production methods increased in mid-1800s, giving rise to the production of idealized and sanitized views of larger urban U.S. areas, then gradually reaching to small townsWe have several views in the collection and the book features those from at least five locations around the state:  South Bend, Lafayette, Greencastle, Indianapolis, and Madison. Maps sometimes have small vignettes and insets around the edge, including this early familiar Indianapolis viewSince multi-stone color lithography was introduced in the 1850s, the collection’s 1854 View of Indianapolis by James Palmatary was an exceptionally early example.  Rather than being a true bird’s eye view, it’s actually more of an elevated view at about 30-degrees and looking from the highest point of the Asylum for the Blind (now where IMCPL stands) and looking toward the landscape of downtown Indianapolis.  The hills south of the city appear to be visible in the distance.The Madison, Indiana map was by J. Wallis Smith (1887), creator of two of the finer bird’s-eye views in the collection.  Considered “the gateway to the Northwest Territory,” Madison was among the earliest Indiana towns.  Smith’s is an Ohio River vista from above Kentucky looking northward to Madison and the surrounding hills.  Around the perimeter are added close up vignettes of commercial buildings, along with an extensive registry of Madison businesses and structures at the bottom.   Steamboats on the Ohio River, other water craft, and the Jeffersonville, Madison & Indiana RR are all visible, as is the famous riverside J.F.D. Lanier mansion.  Favorite quote:  Bird’s eye view maps “sing the national anthem of peace and prosperity, of movement and openness, of color and order, and of destinies to be fulfilled.”  



Automobile Maps

Standard Oil 
Company 
(Indiana) 
Highway Map 
of Indiana, 
1956

Highway Map of Indiana, 1961

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maps highlight roads, usually for automobiles, but first two highlight other travelSeveral made the exhibit cut:1890 Map of Gravel Roads, by Parry Manufacturing who built buggies 1901 Mendenhall's New Road Map & Route Book of Indiana which highlights bicycle routes1916 General index map showing main automobile routes in volume 4 from the Automobile Blue Book which contained extensive directions but few maps1919 Indiana First State Highway map very different from the highway  maps of todayThose shown, the cover of the 1956 Standard Oil Company Highway Map of Indiana as well as the 1961 Highway Map of Indiana produced for Shell are much more similar to recent mapsThe impact of highways really changed the dynamic of travel.  According to the authors of Hitting the Road: "Motorists no longer drove into towns and villages of America; they went barreling by them with blurred sense of progress punctuated only by a picket fence of highway mile markers...the changes was an ironic regression to the days of railroads, that dictatorial form of transportation."These types of maps may be decreasing in popularity with smart phones and GPSs, however, the automobile maps of old are still a rich resource documenting local and national transportation and as a window into social history.	



Political Maps

Political map of Indiana, 1888

A new political map of Indiana, 
1879

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Politics is ever-present and important in our daily lives—this year being no exceptionMaps, by nature, have some bearing on the environment created by man, and politics has had a strong influence on how the geopolitical landscape appears and how boundaries are drawnCollection has several types of political maps, including those showing election results, party representation, precinct location, redistricting, women’s suffrage, among others Featured: A New Political Map of Indiana (1879), from the Sentinel Printing House in Fort Wayne, is among the earlier and more detailed maps.  Highlighting the 13 existing congressional districts, it is pre-suffrage and gender specific, designed to show the total number of male inhabitants of the state over 21 years of age, with total numbers tallied in each county.  The map marks a unique hurdle in African American history in Indiana.  An enumeration of males was mandated to be taken every six years, beginning in 1853.  A listing of “colored” males was not required until 1877, so this map was perhaps the earliest to represent black voters.  Other details around the edge include election returns for 1876, 1878, and other information.  Curious to note, the 1876 election had an estimated turnout of an astounding 95 percent of the male electorate.The Harper’s Weekly Political Map of Indiana (1888) has the unique quality being dual-sided representation showing both the Indiana and national perspective.  Benjamin Harrison elected that year.  Visible are the vote count and winning majority for Democrats (red) and Republicans (black) on the state and national level.  The five-tiered bar graphs in the counties and states show statistical results in elections from preceding years (1872, 1876, 1880, 1884) with 1888 yet to be tallied.  Looking at the duality of color represented in Indiana, it is easy to see how we became a popular “swing” state in the decades after the Civil War.  Very complex map set, as a bonus, it has a variety of other statistical data and charts reflecting on some election results as far back as 1872.  



Favorite Maps--Eric

John Cary, 1805

Thomas Hutchins, 1778

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have fondness for European mapmakers (esp. Italian)Frontier/westward expansion in late Colonial and New Republic era among the most intriguing with focus of charting the lands beyond the 13 colonies/statesThomas Hutchins depicting Indiana Land Company claims present by 1778; likely earliest use of “Indiana” on a map; B. Franklin, his son William, and other key figures involved with interests in the company, and Hutchins, in fact, was acquaintance of Franklin’sFascination with the unique history it highlights and the early origins of the name “Indiana”The land in question covered six counties of modern day W. Va.“Indiana” name replicated on multiple maps prior to Indiana Territory (1801), as disputed land claim surrounding Indiana Land Company not formally resolved until 1798, and not until after 11th Amendment was createdMaps were not always up to date and some depictions of the Indiana Land Company’s “Indiana” were evident on maps as late as 1809John Cary map of 1805, a beautifully crafted and detailed one, still shows W. Virginia plot named “Indiana” despite fact that Indiana Territory, identified here as “The Western Territory,”  was plotted and named in 1801 



Favorite Map--Amy

Sebastian Münster, 1540

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Die neüwen Inseln, so hinder Hispanien gegen Orient, bey dem Landt Indie ligenSebastian MünsterBetween 1540 and 1578Likely oldest print item in our collection Good condition for something from the 16th centuryOnly 13"x16"



Buying The Book

 Book available at the 
Indiana Historical Society’s 
Basile History Market or 
online at: 
www.indianahistory.org



Questions???
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