
High School Equivalency Assessment :
Writing

We will begin shortly.  Please make sure that you 
have speakers or headphones plugged in and 
the volume is turned up so you can hear the 

webinar.

This webinar will be recorded for future use.  

Thank you!
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TASC Information
Section 1



TASC Evolution
Gradual movement to full rigor by 2016

2014 – TASC Lunches on 
January 2nd.

2015 – New item types 
will be introduced

2016 – Essay scored by 
artificial intelligence

Mostly DOK 
Levels 1-2

Mostly DOK 
Levels 2-3

Mostly DOK 
Level 3



TASC Structure for 2014

Subject Testing Time 
(minutes)

Number of Items and
Item Types

Language Arts –
Reading 70 50 Multiple Choice

Language Arts –
Writing 110 50 Multiple Choice

1 Essay Prompt Based on 1‐2 Passages

Mathematics 90 40 Multiple Choice
12 Gridded Response

Social Studies 70 47 Multiple Choice 

Science 80 47 Multiple Choice



Webb’s Depth of Knowledge
Section 2



Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (DOK)
Increasing Rigor

Level 1:    Recall

Level 2:  
Skills/Concepts

Level 3: 
Strategic 
Thinking

Level 4: 
Extended 
Thinking

Next year

2015

2016



Webb’s DOK Question Stems – TASC 2014

DOK Level 1 (recall)

• Who discovered____?

• Can you identify____?

• Can you recall______?

• Can you select______?

• What is___________?

• How would you describe_?

DOK Level 2 (application)

• How would you classify__?

• How would you compare__?

• What did you notice about_?

• How would you summarize_?

• How would you compare and 
contrast____?



DOK Level 3 (strategic 
thinking)

• What conclusions can you 
draw?

• What is the best answer?  

• What is your interpretation of 
the text?  What is your 
rationale?

• Can you predict the outcome 
if___?

DOK LEVEL 4

• Write a thesis 
drawing 
conclusions from 
multiple sources.

• Write a research 
paper on a topic.

Webb’s DOK Question Stems 
TASC 2015 and Beyond



Career & College‐Readiness 
Standards
Section 3



Language Arts & Math Standards

Common Core State 
Standards

College and Career 
Ready Standards



RI: Reading Informational Text 

RL: Reading Literature 

RH: Reading Historical/Social Studies Text 

RST: Reading Scientific and Technical Text 

W: Writing 
WHST: Writing for History/Social Studies,

Scientific and Technical Subjects 

SL: Speaking and Listening 

L: Language 

RF: Reading Foundations

Understanding ELA Standards Labeling



Two Strands of ELA Standards

Writing (W)

9 Anchor Standards

Within each anchor are 
the actual  standards

Language (L)

6 Anchor Standards



College & Career Readiness Standards

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education. College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult
Education. Washington, D.C., 2013.

Writing
Anchor
Standards

#1-5

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through 
the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-
structured event sequences.

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.



College & Career Readiness Standards

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education. College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult
Education. Washington, D.C., 2013.

Writing
Anchor 
Standards

#6-9

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects 
based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding 
of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, 
and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 



College & Career Readiness Standards

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education. College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult
Education. Washington, D.C., 2013.

Language
Anchor 

Standards
#1-3

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how 
language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 



College & Career Readiness Standards

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education. College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult
Education. Washington, D.C., 2013.

Language
Anchor 

Standards
#6-9

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 
clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic 
and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering a word 
or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 



How a Standard Relates to a Test Question

Answer:    C
Standard: L.9‐10.1b
DOK level:  2 (construct, modify)



How a Standard Relates to a Test Question

Standard: L.9‐10.1b

2‐3K‐1 4‐5 6‐8 9‐12



How a Standard Relates to a Test Question

Standard: L.9‐10.1b
L       = Language
9‐10 = Grade level
1 = Anchor 1
b       = Actual standard

9‐12

CCR Anchor 1



Summary of What Will be Assessed 
on Multiple Choice

Summary of What Will be Assessed 
on Multiple Choice

Ability to revise 
writing by 
applying 
knowledge of 
how language 
functions in 
different 
contexts 
(Language 
Anchor #3)

Making effective 
choices to 
convey meaning 
or style
(Language 
Anchor #5)

Command of 
English grammar, 
usage, and 
conventions 
(Language 
Anchors #1 & #2)

Revising text 
structure and 
creating divisions 
and transitions to 
achieve more 
effective 
organization, 
unity/coherence 
and clarity

(Writing Anchor #5)

Source: CTB/McGraw‐Hill LLC



Test Question Samples
Section 4



What Will These Questions 
Look Like?

• Edit sentences and paragraphs
• Revise paragraphs or the larger document by:

– adding
– removing
– repositioning

sentences or paragraphs

Source: CTB/McGraw‐Hill LLC



Sample Question

Answer:    D (acquire)
Standard: L.11‐12.2b
DOK Level: 2 (use context clues)



Sample Question

Answer:    C (includes more info than A, but 
better‐worded than B or D)
Standard: L.7.3a
DOK Level: 2 (interpret, distinguish, construct)



Sample Question

Answer:    B
Standard: W.11‐12.1e 
DOK Level: 2 (concluding statements)



Sample Question



Sample Question

Answer:    D
Standard: W.11‐12.1e
DOK Level: 2 (understand transitions, connect using 
relevant ideas)



Sample Question

Answer:    D
Standard: L.11‐12.3
DOK Level:  2 (organize, modify, construct)



Essay Information
Section 5



Sample Question



Essay Grading

Writing Anchor #2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and analysis of content.

4. The response is a well‐
developed essay that 
examines a topic and 

presents related information.

3. The response is a complete 
essay that examines a topic 
and presents information.

2. The response is an 
incomplete or oversimplified 
essay that examines a topic.

1. The response provides 
evidence of an attempt to 

write an essay that examines 
a topic.

Writing Anchor #1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence.

4. The response is a well‐
developed essay that 

develops and supports an 
opinion or argument.

3. The response is a complete 
essay that develops and 
supports an opinion or 

argument

2. The response is an 
incomplete or oversimplified 
essay that develops and 
supports an opinion or 

argument.

1. The response provides 
evidence of an attempt to 
write an essay that offers an 

opinion or argument.



Instructional Shifts
Section 6



Three ELA Shifts

• Regular practice with complex text and its 
academic language

Shift 1: 
Complexity

• Reading, writing, and speaking grounded 
in evidence from text, both literary and 
informational

Shift 2:
Evidence

• Building knowledge through content‐rich 
nonfiction

Shift 3: 
Knowledge



Sh
ift
 1
: C

om
pl
ex
ity Linked to ELA Language

Anchor Standard 6:

Use a range of general academic and 
domain‐specific words and phrases 

sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening at the college and career 

readiness level

Demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when encountering 

a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression



Standard
Details

Linked to these 
Writing Anchor
Standards:

Shift #2
Evidence:

Writing grounded in evidence from text, 
both literary and informational

#8

Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and 

digital sources, assess 
the credibility and 
accuracy of each 

source, and integrate 
the information while 
avoiding plagiarism.

#9

Draw evidence from 
literary or 

informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and 

research.



Essay Question on the writing
section will be comparing two 
non‐fiction texts as we saw 

earlier

Will also be assessed in 
science via future 

constructed response items

Future “technical” subject 
matter will be assessed on 

the science and social studies 
sections after 2014.

Social studies will continue 
its obvious informational text 

emphasis.

Shift #3‐Knowledge: 
Building knowledge 
through content‐rich 

nonfiction



More to come…

• Friday, September 20 at 10‐11:30am (EST) – Mathematics
• Local in‐person trainings with Regional Trainers to happen Fall of 
2013

HSEA Webinars

• Focus on the instructional shifts associated with the standards
• Will provide instruction on  how the shifts are seen in 
assessment items, classroom activities, and instructional 
methods

October 25, 2013—Shifts Happen



Resources
• Writing-Specific Resources:

• Video on evidence-based writing: http://www.regentsreviewlive.net/new/
• All subjects: http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
• Background on evidence-based writing: 

http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/Better/articles/Winter2011.html

• CCR Standards (OVAE)
• http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/ovae/2013/04/22/college-and-career-readiness-ccr-

standards-for-adult-education/

• TASC Website
• http://www.ctb.com/ctb.com/control/ctbLndingPageViewAction?LndngPageId=52783

• TASC Writing Sample Questions:
• http://www.ctbassessments.com/pdfs/TASC_WritingSampleTestItems.pdf

• TASC Reading Sample Questions:
• http://www.ctbassessments.com/pdfs/TASC_ReadingSampleTestItems.pdf

• AmplifyAE
• http://www.amplifyae.org/high‐school‐equivalency‐assessment

• Webinar recordings



Questions



Please Complete this Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TASC_Writing_Survey


