Eligibility

Nearly every student is eligible for some form of financial aid, including low-interest Federal Stafford and/or parent PLUS loans, regardless of income or circumstances, provided that you:

· are a U.S. citizen, a U.S. national, or an eligible non-citizen;

· have a valid Social Security Number;

· have a high school diploma or GED;

· are registered with the U.S. Selective Service (if you are a male ages 18 to 25);

· complete a FAFSA promising to use any federal aid for educational purposes;

· do not owe refunds on any federal student grants;

· are not in default on any student loans; and

· have not been found guilty of the sale or possession of illegal drugs during a period when you received federal student aid.

Information Needed to Complete Your FAFSA

The following is a list of information and documentation that you should have with you when you apply. Taking a few minutes to gather the necessary information in advance will expedite your application process and help ensure the accuracy of your FAFSA.

Student’s Information: 

	
	Your Social Security Number (the most important item; please be sure it is correct) 
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	Your date of birth (also critical as it cannot be corrected online) 
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	Up to ten college choices you’ll want your information sent to (federal college codes are helpful but not required) 
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	Your driver’s license number 
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	Your 2011 W-2 Forms and other records of monies earned, as well as your (and your spouse’s, if you are married) 2011 Federal Income Tax Return* 
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	Most recent bank statements 
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	Amount of any 2011 untaxed income (such as child support, tax-exempt interest income, contributions to a voluntary retirement program, tax-exempt interest income, Worker's Compensation, etc.) 




Parents’ Information (if you are a dependent student)*: 
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	Your parents’ full names, dates of birth and Social Security Numbers 
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	Your parents’ 2011 Federal Income Tax Return 
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	Amount of any 2011 untaxed income (such as child support, tax-exempt interest income, contributions to a voluntary retirement program, tax-exempt interest income, Worker's Compensation, etc.) 
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	Most recent bank statements 

	[image: image11.jpg]



	Records to help you estimate the value of your investments (such as stocks, bonds, mutual funds, etc.) 



Contact Information: 
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	Telephone numbers and e-mail addresses for both you and your parents so that we may contact you regarding your application. 


*IMPORTANT: Because financial aid is often awarded on a first-come, first-served basis, it is recommended that you submit your FAFSA application as soon as possible after January 1st, or at least prior to your individual college and state grant agencies’ financial aid deadlines or preferred filing dates. The earlier you submit your FAFSA, the better your chances of receiving consideration for the maximum amount of available financial aid for which you may be eligible. If you or your parents have not yet received your W-2s, or have not yet completed your Income Tax Returns, you may estimate your income. Later, you will have an opportunity to make final income changes on your Student Aid Report (SAR), which you will receive once your FAFSA has been processed.

