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TABE Complete Language Assessment System – English™

TABE CLAS-E
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Agenda

• Welcome

• Overview of TABE CLAS-E 

• Interview/Locator

• Administering the Reading Test

• Administering the Listening Test

• Administering the Writing Test

• Scoring TABE CLAS-E

• Questions
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Overview of TABE CLAS-E
What is TABE Complete Language Assessment System-English?

• Standardized assessment that provides teachers with a reliable, easy-to-use 
system that accurately identifies the instructional needs of their ESL students

• Assesses English proficiency levels to accurately measure students' reading, 
listening, writing, and speaking skills

• Appropriate for all levels of adult ESL

• Scores from TABE CLAS-E are linked to TABE 9&10, designed to offer your 
students a successful transition into adult basic education

• Delivers National Reporting System (NRS) proficiency levels, objective mastery 
scores, and Student Performance Level
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Overview of TABE CLAS-E

• Provides Prescriptive Reports which link teachers to the TABE CLAS-E 
Instructional Guidance materials

• An expansion of the Tests of Adult Basic Education (TABE®) family of products

• Aligned with the NRS English as a Second Language Educational Functioning 
Level Descriptors, Student Performance Levels, and several state standards

• Correlated to key instructional programs such as All-Star (McGraw-Hill 
ESL/ELT)
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Overview of TABE CLAS-E
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Overview of TABE CLAS-E Materials

 Interview/Locator

 Locator Test – Test Directions

Answer Booklet

 Locator Test

 Forms: 2 (A and B)

 Levels: 4

Note:  I will be referring to Level 3, Form A today

 Four Skill Areas Tested:
 Reading, Listening, Writing, Speaking

Note:  we will not be doing Speaking today
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Administering the Interview/Locator:

 Individually Administered

Testing Time: 8-10 minutes

Materials Needed:

 Locator Test Book

 Locator Test Directions

 Interview/Locator answer booklet
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Administering the Interview/Locator:

Locator Interview

• Interview must be administered before the Locator Test

• If the results of the Interview indicate that the examinee 
should take the Level 1 test, the examiner does NOT need 
to administer the Locator Test

• Furthermore, if the subtotal score for Questions 1-5 is 5 or 
less, skip questions 6-8, administer Part B

• If Part B Score is 10 or above, administer the Locator Test
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Administering the Interview/Locator:

Interview, Part A Listening & Speaking



10

Rubric for Oral Questions 1-5
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Rubric for Oral Questions 6-8
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Administering the Interview/Locator:

Interview, Part B Reading & Writing
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Part B Rubric
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Administering the Interview/Locator:

Locator Test Parts 1 and 2
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Conversion Chart (back of Locator Test Directions, p26)
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Content Area Total Items
Testing  Time 

(Minutes)

Reading 25 25

Listening 25 20

Writing 20 20

Expository Writing Folio 5 27

Total Items Testing  Time

Speaking 

(Individually administered) 16 15

Test Content and Administration Times
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Test Directions

p. 18  Review Elements Used

p. 22  Reading Specific Directions

p. 26 Listening Specific Directions

p. 43 Writing Specific Directions

p. 47 Expository Writing Folio 
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Administering the Reading Test:
Group Administered

Testing Time: 25 minutes

Let’s get started Administering the Reading test!

Materials Needed:

Form A, Level 3 Test Directions

Form A, Level 3 Test Book

A SCOREZE answer sheet

No. 2 pencil
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Materials for Administering the Reading Test

SCOREZE Answer Sheet
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Use your “Test Directions” Booklet.  Double check the Level and Form.

Administering the Reading Test:

p. 22
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Group Administered

Testing Time: 20 minutes

Let’s get started Administering the Listening test!

Materials Needed:

Form A, Level 3 Test Book

A SCOREZE answer sheet

Form A, Level 3 Test

No. 2 pencil

Level 3 Audiocassette/CD

Audiocassette/CD player

Administering the Listening Test:
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Materials for Administering the Listening Test

SCOREZE Answer Sheet
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Use your “Test Directions” Booklet.  Double check the Level and Form.

Administering the Listening Test:

p. 26
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Administering the Writing Test:
► Group Administered

► Testing Time: Writing = 20 minutes, Writing Folio = 27 minutes

Let’s get started Administering the Writing test!

Materials Needed:

Form A, Level 3 Test Book

Form A, Level 3, Expository Writing Folio

A SCOREZE answer sheet

Form A, Level 3 Test Directions

Writing Scoring Guide

No. 2 pencil
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Materials for Administering the Writing Test
Part 1

SCOREZE Answer Sheet
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Use your “Test Directions” Booklet.  Double check the Level and Form.

Administering the Writing Test:

p. 43
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Materials for Administering the Writing Test
Part 2

Writing Scoring GuideExpository Writing Folio
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Use your “Test Directions” Booklet.  Double check the Level and Form.

p. 47

Administering the Expository Writing Folio Test:
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Write to Describe – Items 1 &2

Level 1 – Write One 
Sentence

Levels 2, 3, 4 – Write Two 
Sentences

Holistic Scoring



10

Write to Accomplish Task – Items 3 & 4

Level 1 – Transfer 4 
pieces of unordered 

personal information into 
correct order

Level 2 – Must place the 8 
unordered elements in the 

correct order in a letter

Levels 3, 4 – Write a brief 
letter that appropriately 
addresses a detailed 

prompt

Holistic Scoring



11

Extended Writing– Item 5
Level 1 & 2 – Stimulus is a 
sequence of 4 pictures to 

set context.  Write in 3 
sentences using key word 

prompts (Level 2 – 4 
sentences)

Levels 3 – Write one or 
more paragraphs about 

given topic

Level 4 – Write at least 
two paragraphs about 

given topic

Holistic Scoring
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Scoring the Writing Subtest

Holistic Scoring Method
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Writing Scoring Rubrics

• Level 1 & 2 Rubrics – p. 8

– Rubric A – Write to Describe (Items 1 & 2)

– Rubric B – Write to Accomplish Tasks (Items 3 & 4)

– Rubric C – Extended Writing (Item 5)

• Level 3 & 4 Rubrics – p. 11

– Rubric D – For all Items
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Writing Scoring Rubrics – Write to Describe

• Samples – Write two sentences about the picture (Level 3):

– The mans is no help her finded her streets
The lady is saying to the mans no help me.

– Police she
Man he

– They are moving boxes of books.
The lady asked her friend for help to move the boxes.
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Writing Scoring Rubrics – Write to Accomplish Task

• Sample – Request for Service (Level 3):
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Writing Scoring Rubrics – Extended Writing
• Sample – Describe in paragraphs (Level 3):
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Writing Scoring Rubrics – Extended Writing

• Sample – Describe in paragraphs (Level 3):
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER:

TABE CLAS-E

Final Tabulation

Aggregating and Interpreting Scores
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Form A and B Scoring Tables Manual

• Introduction, p. 3

• Responses, p. 3

• Scores, p. 3

• National Reporting System 
(NRS), p. 4

• Student Performance 
Levels, p. 4
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Scoring TABE CLAS-E
Final Tabulation:

To get a proficiency level and scale score for your 
students, you will need the following materials for 
tabulation of scores:

► Student Answer Documents
► Scoring Tables Guide 
► Individual Diagnostic Profile
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Individual Diagnostic Profile
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Individual Diagnostic Profile
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Scoring Tables
• Table 1.1 Reading – Form A, Level 3

– Go to page 14
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TABE CLAS-E crosswalk to TABE
• Scores from TABE CLAS-E will enable you to put students 

moving from ESL to ABE on the TABE scale

– Lets take a look at your scoring tables book

► Pages 50
and 51

► Level 4 Only
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• Contact Suzanne Milton with
further questions:

suzanne_milton@ctb.com

• Thank You!
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