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Several hundred members and veterans of the 
armed forces got a thank-you Thursday May 3rd,  
from Indiana as Governor Mitch Daniels signed into 
law two bills that enhance their benefits.

Speaking to a crowd at the Indiana World War 
Memorial that included many veterans and members 
of the Indiana National Guard, Daniels said the 
changes were long overdue.

"Today we say . . . there will not be a state in 
America that expresses its reverence, its gratitude, its 
appreciation to the soldiers of today and yesterday 
more than we do," Daniels said.

The governor added that the upgrade in benefits 
was a bipartisan effort. "Nobody ever intended that 
our treatment of our veterans (should) slip out of date; 
we just simply lost sight of it for awhile. This bill 
catches us up in a big way."

Daniels signed into law Senate Enrolled Act 480, 

Senate Bills 480 and 
1092 Signed in to Law

which exempts active-duty military pay from Indi-
ana's income tax and increases the maximum allow-
able state income-tax deduction on military pay -- 
including retirement and survivors' benefits -- to 
$5,000 from the current $2,000, or $10,000 for cou-
ples filing jointly.

In addition, the new law lets active-duty service 
members stationed in Indiana -- and their dependents 
-- pay in-state tuition rates at public universities; 
expands a high school diploma program to include 
veterans of the Korean and Vietnam wars while estab-
lishing scholarships for National Guard members; and 
provides matching funds of up to $450,000 annually 
for the Indiana Military Families Relief Fund. The 
fund provides grants to those who face financial emer-
gencies while their spouses are deployed.

Daniels also signed into law House Enrolled Act 
1092, which exempts people on active military duty 
from jury service. It also allows up to 10 days of 
unpaid absence from work for family members of 
those called to active duty.

Daniels said Indiana is determined not to let its 
soldiers "fade away in our memory." 

For more information on the recent legislative 
changes go to pages 7 - 9 of this newsletter.

Indiana Guard’s Muscatatuck, 
Not Your Average Training Site

By Lt. Col. Deedra Thombleson and Sgt. Tommi 
Meyer, Indiana National Guard Public Affairs

In May of 2005, the Indiana National Guard took 
the first step toward creating the nation’s premier 
urban training site at the official ribbon cutting for 


