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914-R-631 FABRIC STAPLES 
 

(Adopted 08-20-15) 
 
The Standard Specifications are revised as follows: 
 
SECTION 205, BEGIN LINE 25, DELETE AS FOLLOWS: 
  Water ......................................................................................914.09(a) 
  Wire Staples ...........................................................................914.09(f) 
 
SECTION 205, BEGIN LINE 146, DELETE AS FOLLOWS: 
   3. Type C 
 The mulch shall be held in place with a polymeric plastic net. The plastic net shall 
be unrolled such that it lays out flat, evenly, and smoothly, without stretching the 
material. The plastic net shall be held in place by means of wire staples. The wire staples 
shall be driven at a 90° angle to the plane of the soil slope. Staples shall be spaced not 
more than 4 ft apart with rows alternately spaced. The plastic net shall be secured along 
the top and bottom of the soil slope with staples spaced not more than 1 ft on center. The 
ends and edges of the plastic net shall be overlapped approximately 4 in. and stapled. 
Overlaps running parallel to the slope shall be stapled 1 ft on center and overlaps running 
perpendicular to the slope shall be stapled at least 3 ft on center. The plastic net shall be 
placed with the length running from top of slope to toe of slope, or the plastic net shall be 
placed with the length running horizontally or parallel to the contour. 
 
 On a slope of 2:1 or steeper, or where specified, a manufactured surface 
protection product shall be used.  
 
SECTION 621, BEGIN LINE 22, DELETE AS FOLLOWS: 
  Water ......................................................................................914.09(a) 
  Wire Staples ...........................................................................914.09(f) 
 
SECTION 621, BEGIN LINE 127, DELETE AS FOLLOWS: 
   4. Method D 
 The mulch may be held in place with a polymeric plastic net. The plastic net shall 
be unrolled such that it lays out flat, evenly, and smoothly, without stretching the 
material. The plastic net shall be held in place by means of wire staples. The wire staples 
shall be driven at a 90° angle to the plane of the soil slope. Staples shall be spaced not 
more than 4 ft apart with rows alternately spaced. The plastic net shall be secured along 
the top and bottom of the soil slope with staples spaced not more than 1 ft on center. The 
ends and edges of the plastic net shall be overlapped approximately 4 in. and stapled. 
Overlaps running parallel to the slope shall be stapled 1 ft on center and overlaps running 
perpendicular to the slope shall be stapled at least 3 ft on center. The plastic net shall be 
placed with the length running from top of slope to toe of slope, or the plastic net shall be 
placed with the length running horizontally or parallel to the contour. 
 
SECTION 621, BEGIN LINE 145, DELETE AS FOLLOWS: 
  (d) Excelsior Blankets 
 Excelsior blankets may be used where mulched seeding is specified or where 
erosion control blanket is specified. Excelsior blankets shall be placed within 24 h after 
seeding operations have been completed. The ground shall be prepared in accordance 
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with 621.04. After the area has been properly shaped, fertilized, and seeded, the blanket 
shall be laid out flat, evenly, and smoothly, without stretching the material. Excelsior 
blankets shall be held in place by means of wire staples. The staples shall be driven at a 
90° angle to the plane of the soil slope. Staples shall be spaced not more than 5 ft apart in 
three rows for each strip, with a row along each edge and one row alternately spaced in 
the middle. The upslope edge shall be fastened by staples spaced 12 in. apart. The ends 
and edges of the blankets shall be tightly butted together, but not lapped. When excelsior 
blanket is used, the blanket shall be placed with the length running from top of slope to 
toe of slope, or the blanket shall be placed with the length running horizontally or parallel 
to the contour. The staples used for stapling shall be in accordance with 914.09(f). 
 
SECTION 621, BEGIN LINE 167, DELETE AS FOLLOWS: 
 After the area has been properly shaped, fertilized, and seeded, two anchor 
trenches shall be dug, one along the foot of the slope and the other 1 ft back from the 
crown of the slope. These anchor trenches shall be 4 in. deep and at least 6 in. wide. One 
edge of the paper mat shall be placed into the top trench and stapled 9 in. on center. The 
trench shall then be filled with soil. The paper mat shall then be unrolled such that it lays 
out flat, evenly, and smoothly, without stretching the material. Paper mat shall be held in 
place by means of wire staples. The staples shall be driven at a 90° angle to the plane of 
the soil slope. Staples shall be placed not more than 3 ft apart with rows alternately 
spaced. The paper mat shall be secured in the bottom anchor trench in the same manner 
as it was secured in the upper anchor trench. The ends and edges of the mat shall be 
overlapped at least 4 in. and stapled. 
 
SECTION 914, BEGIN LINE 492, DELETE AND INSERT AS FOLLOWS: 
  (f) Staples 
 Wire Sstaples shall be made from No. 11 gage (3 mm) or heavier wire, 1 or 2 in. 
wide at the throat and 6 in. from top to bottom after bending. Biodegradable staples shall 
be in accordance with ASTM D 6400 and be 4 in. or longer with a head suitable for 
securing the fabric in place. The staples shall be packaged in cartons. 
 
 


