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May 13, 2014 

 
 
TO:   All Design, Operations, and District Personnel, and Consultants 
 
FROM:  /s/ Elizabeth W. Phillips   
   Elizabeth W. Phillips 
   Office of Standards and Policy 
   Bridges Division 
 
SUBJECT:  Bridge Railing Offset 
 
REVISES:  Indiana Design Manual Section 402-6.02(01) and Figure 402-6H 
 
EFFECTIVE: Immediately 
 
The referenced figure has been revised to reflect the preferred and acceptable bridge approach 

guardrail configurations regardless of 3R or 4R project designation.   

 

As discussed in the AASHTO Roadside Design Guide, it is desirable to provide a uniform 

clearance between traffic and roadside features, including bridge railings.  A uniform distance 

provides a level of expectation for the driver, reducing the likelihood that the driver will react 

to the feature by changing speed or lane position.  Because of the geometry of the concrete 

bridge railing transition and the connection details of the approach guardrail transition, there 

will always be a slight gain or loss in the bridge clear roadway width.  The nominal gain or loss 

based on the bridge railing transition type is now illustrated on the figure. 

 

Where a uniform offset is not provided the transition between offset distances should be 

gradual.  At a minimum the transition should be in accordance with the barrier flare rates 

shown in Indiana Design Manual Figure 49-4F. 

 

The revised figure and text are an attachment to this memo. 

 

 


