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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Driving Indiana’s Economic Growth 
 
Design Memorandum No. 14-03 
Policy Change 

 

February 21, 2014 
 
TO:   All Design, Operations, and District Personnel, and Consultants 
 
FROM:  /s/Elizabeth W. Phillips   
   Elizabeth W. Phillips 
   Manager, Office of Standards and Policy  
   Bridge Division 
 
SUBJECT:  Alterations Which Require American Disability Act (ADA) Curb Ramps 
 
REVISES: Indiana Design Manual Sections 40-8.02(01), 40-8.04(01), 51-1.08, 56-2.0,  

56-4.06(06), 56-4.09(01), 56-4.09(02), and Figures 51-1 I and 56-4F 
 
SUPERSEDES: Design Memo 09-33  
 
EFFECTIVE: Immediately 
 
The purpose of this policy is to address the definition of ADA Maintenance projects and ADA 

Alteration projects. On June 28, 2013, the Department of Justice (DOJ)/Department of 

Transportation (DOT) Joint Technical Assistance on the Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act issued guidance for projects to provide curb ramps when streets, roads, or highways are altered 

through resurfacing.  The guidance represents a consistent interpretation by the Department of Justice 

and the US Department of Transportation of the activities that define an alteration and, as such, must 

include curb ramps within the scope of the project.  Additional information is available 

http://www.acec.org/userfiles/file/20130730_BRIEF_ADA_Resurfacing_Technical_Assistance.pdf  

and http://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta.htm.   

 

Activities defined as modifications in Design Memo Policy Advisory 09-33 are superseded by the 

DOJ/DOT Joint Technical Assistance.  Alteration vs. Maintenance activities are summarized in the 

following table.  It is important to note that the thickness of a surface treatment is no longer the 

deciding factor when categorizing a pavement treatment as an alteration or maintenance activity.  

Alterations require curb ramp installation or retrofit of existing curb ramps to ADA standards.  

Maintenance activities do not.  However, in some instances two maintenance treatments combined 

may have the effect of an alteration.  For example, a chip seal combined with a slurry seal would 

constitute an alteration, which would trigger the requirement to install curb ramps or retrofit existing 

curb ramps to meet ADA standards.  
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All projects must comply with the DOJ/DOT Joint Technical Assistance and this memorandum.  
Barriers or non-compliant curb ramps not addressed during alteration projects must be included as part 
of the owner-agency’s transition plan. 
 
The referenced Indiana Design Manual sections have been revised to incorporate this policy and 
provide procedural guidance when compliance may be technically infeasible.  The revised sections are 
attached to this memo.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alterations Maintenance 
Open-Graded Surface Course Crack Sealing & Filling 
Mill & Fill  / Mill & Overlay Surface Sealing 
Hot-In-Place Recycling Chip Seals 
Microsurfacing / Thin Lift Overlay Slurry Seals 
Addition of New Layer of Asphalt Fog Seals 
Asphalt & Concrete Rehab & Reconstruction Scrub Sealing 
New Construction Joint Crack Seals 
 Joint Repairs 
 Dowel Bar Retrofit 
 Spot High – Friction Treatments 
 Diamond Grinding 
 Pavement Patching 


