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FROM:  /s/ David Boruff_ 
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SUBJECT:  Centerline and Edge Line Rumble Stripes 
 
REVISE: Indiana Design Manual Sections 45-1.02(06), 76-3.02(05), & 76-

3.02(06) 
 
EFFECTIVE: Lettings on or after September 1, 2013 
 
INDOT has used raised pavement markers (RPMs), shoulder corrugations, and other 
supplementary measures to guide drivers along the correct travel path.  Longitudinal rumble 
stripes are another method proving effective to this end.  Longitudinal rumble stripes are the 
combination of milled corrugations with a longitudinal pavement marking installed within.  They 
can be placed as centerline or edge line configurations.  Rumble stripes reduce crashes caused by 
distracted, drowsy, or otherwise inattentive drivers who unintentionally drift from their lane.  
Research conducted by the Indiana Joint Transportation Research Program (JTRP) on the use of 
rumble stripes in lieu of RPMs showed that rumble stripes provide better delineation at nighttime 
and during inclement weather and reduce the Department’s maintenance efforts.   
 
The decision to specify rumble stripes should be made as part of the overall project scope of 
work. The District Technical Services Division should be consulted in determining whether a 
project should or should not include rumble stripes but in general rumble stripes should be 
implemented as follows:     
 
General Conditions for the Use of Rumble Stripes.  The combination of centerline and edge line 
rumble stripes generally should be specified for rural two-lane roadways where the posted or 



 

 

statutory speed limit is greater than 50 mph.  The use of only centerline or only edge line rumble 
stripes is discussed by roadway type in Indiana Design Manual (IDM) 76-3.02(06) item 1. 
 
General Conditions that Preclude the Use of Rumble Stripes.  Rumble stripes generally should 
not be specified for the following: 
 

1. Urban segment.  Urban for this definition is a function of roadway character and 
prevailing land use, not explicitly an urban functional classification.   

2. Low-speed roadway.  Low speed is considered less than 50 mph. 
3. Location where certain pavement surface treatments are selected or a pavement warranty 

is active. The pavement surface type and age affect the decision to include rumble 
stripes.  

Use of Rumble Stripes and RPMs. The use of RPMs in conjunction with rumble stripes for 
project specific circumstances requires the approval of the District Traffic Engineer.   
 
Indiana Design Manual and Standard Specifications.  IDM Sections 73-3.02(05) and (06) have 
been revised to provide specific guidance on the use of rumble stripes.  These Sections are 
attached to this memo and should be reviewed for specific exceptions to the guidance herein. 
 
Recurring Special Provision 808-T-190 and Recurring Plan Detail 808-T-190d provide 
additional requirements, pay items, and details for longitudinal rumble stripes and their proper 
installation, and can be found on the Department’s website at 
http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/standards/rsp/index.html.  
   
Use of Shoulder Corrugations.  IDM Section 45-1.02(06) has been revised to provide additional 
guidance for the use of shoulder corrugations due to the addition of edge line rumble stripes as 
an alternative treatment. 
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