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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Driving Indiana’s Economic Growth 
 
Design Memorandum No. 13-07 
Technical Advisory 

 
March 27, 2013 

 
 
TO:   All Design, Operations, and District Personnel, and Consultants 
 
FROM:  /s/ David Boruff   
   David Boruff 
   Manager, Office of Traffic Administration 
   Traffic Engineering Division 
 
SUBJECT:  Signal Display 
 
REVISES:  Indiana Design Manual Section 77-4.05 
 
EFFECTIVE: Letting on or after September 1, 2013 
 
The subject Indiana Design Manual section has been revised to reflect the following changes.  
 
Past editions of the Indiana Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (IMUTCD) 
recommended that signal heads be painted yellow.  INDOT has continued to follow this 
recommendation to enhance the conspicuity of signal heads.  The current edition of IMUTCD no 
longer recommends the yellow housing color but instead recommends the use signal backplates 
to further enhance the conspicuity of signal heads.  INDOT has determined that the effectiveness 
of backplates will be optimized if they contain retroreflective striping and are attached to signal 
head housing that is black.   
 
Revisions to Section 77-4.05 are attached to this memo. 
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