
Width, W, of All-Weather 
Surface of Turnout or 
Available Shoulder at 

Mailbox (m) 

Distance Roadside Face of Mailbox 
is to be Offset Behind Edge of 

Turnout or Usable 
Shoulder (mm) 

Highway Type 
and 

Traffic Conditions 

Preferred Minimum Preferred Minimum 

Rural highway 
AADT >10,000 > 3.6 3.6 

Rural highway 
1,500 < AADT ≤ 10,000 3.6 3.0 

Rural highway 
400 < AADT ≤ 1500 3.0 2.4 

Rural road 
AADT ≤ 400 2.4 1.8 

0 

Residential street without 
curb or all-weather shoulder 1.8 0 

200 to 300 

200 * 

Curbed residential 
street Not Applicable 

200 to 300 
Behind Traffic 

Face 
of Curb 

150 
Behind Traffic 

Face 
of Curb 

 
AADT = Average Annual Daily Traffic  vpd = vehicles per day 
 
* If a turnout is provided, this may be reduced to zero. 
 
 

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR LATERAL PLACEMENT OF MAILBOXES 
 

Figure 51-11A 


