
ASCE-INDOT 
STRUCTURAL SUBCOMMITTEE 

MEETING NO. 53 MINUTES 
November 21, 2011 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:05 p.m. by Steve Weintraut.  Those in attendance were: 
 

 Randy Strain INDOT, Structural Services 
 Anne Rearick INDOT, Structural Services 
 Tony Uremovich INDOT, Structural Services 
 Jim Reilman INDOT, Construction Management 
 Mike Wenning American Structurepoint, Inc. 
 Burleigh Law HNTB Corp. 
 Mike McCool Beam Longest & Neff, LLC. 
 Pete White R. W. Armstrong 
 Celeste Spaans Prestress Services, Inc. 
 Jason Yeager Gohmann Asphalt Company 
 Steve Weintraut Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc. 
 Michael Eichenauer Butler, Fairman and Seufert, Inc. 
 

In addition to the attendees, these minutes will be sent to the following: 
 

 Ron McCaslin INDOT, Structural Services 
 Tony Zander INDOT, Materials and Tests Division 
 Bill Dittrich INDOT, Program Development 
 Brian Harvey INDOT, Program Development 
 Keith Hoernschmeyer Federal Highway Administration 
 Mike Halterman USI Consultants, Inc. 
 
 

A meeting agenda had previously been distributed and the following items were discussed: 
 
 1. The July 7, 2011, meeting minutes were approved as written, and have been placed 

on the INDOT website. 
 
 2. A light weight concrete specification will be addressed by INDOT in 2012.  Currently, 

INDOT has discouraged the use of semi-lightweight concrete but has accepted the 
use of light weight concrete when required to meet design parameters. 

 
 3. The Bridge Conference in July had 102 participants.  The overall response was good.  

The technical topics were covered well.  However, it was suggested to get better AV 
equipment next year.  Suggested topics for next year include construction loading 
examples for steel and concrete beams, seismic design, and residual camber 
calculations.  These and other topics will be discussed by the committee in the next 
coming months.  The tentative date for the conference next year will be the week of 
July 23.  Anne will check on room availability. 

 
 4. Mike McCool has developed a research plan to give to Professor Frosch on stirrup 

reinforcement in prestressed beams. 
 
 5. Jim Reilman would like additional information on articulating mats.  Currently, there 

are multiple specifications on these.  A standard specification will be developed to 



present to the Standards Committee.  It was mentioned that the specification needs to 
be set up to address different grades or thicknesses of mats to fit differing project 
requirements. 

 
 6. Mike Wenning stated that there needs to be clarification in the MSE wall specification.  

The specification lists H when describing the wall height under all circumstances.  
However, the old special provision used to list H and H’ to describe different design 
heights.  Mike believes that the specification needs to list both H and H’.  Randy 
indicated INDOT would revise specification. 

 
 7. Randy passed out a handout (see Attachment 1) covering the use of integral end 

bents, spiral reinforcement at end bents, tooth joint at the ends of approach slabs and 
pier keyways.  The group will review these attachments and are to provide feedback 
to Randy before the next meeting. 

 
 8. The current detail for drilled shafts shows a different diameter for the shaft and the 

rock socket.  Contractors have expressed concern on the constructability of this 
detail.  Mike Eichenauer and Pete White believe that INDOT has changed this detail 
in the new Design Manual to show the rock socket and shaft as the same diameter. 

 
 9. Mike Wenning brought up spread footing issues that he is having with the new code.  

The LRFD code is causing sliding to be the controlling factor in the footing design.  
This is causing the footings to be unreasonably wide even with a key.  Mike will send 
calculations to the group and they will check Mike’s design along with other designs to 
verify. 

 
 10. Mike McCool pointed out that the wind loading for the construction loading note 

should be 25 lb/ft2 in lieu of 50 lb/ft2.  However, it would be more appropriate to state 
that the wind load shall be calculated per AASHTO 3.8.1. 

 
 11. Steve Weintraut announced that he is stepping down as chairman of this committee 

effective immediately.  Mike Eichenauer will chair the next meeting.  It was suggested 
that the group determine who the next chairman should be and also develop rules on 
participation in this committee. 

 
The next meeting for the INDOT Structural Subcommittee is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on 
February 23, 2012, in a room to be determined. 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   BUTLER, FAIRMAN and SEUFERT, INC. 
 
 
 
   Michael Eichenauer, P.E. 
   meichenauer@bfsengr.com 
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