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SECTION 22 – SIDEWALKS AND CURB RAMPS 
 
22.1 SIDEWALKS AND CURB RAMPS (Rev. 10-05-09) 
Sidewalks are usually replaced when they are disturbed or removed during construction. 
Sidewalks beyond the construction limits, which are damaged by the contractor’s 
equipment, must be replaced by the contractor at no cost to the state. Construct sidewalks 
only where shown on the plans unless a change is authorized. Sidewalks built adjacent to 
curbs should be constructed 1/2 inch above the curbs. 
 
When constructing sidewalks, the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
ADA, must be met. The requirements include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Minimum clear sidewalk width of 60 in. 
• Maximum cross slope of 50:1 
• Maximum longitudinal slope of 12:1 
• Curb ramps at all intersections 
• Different texturing and distinctive color concrete on ramps adjacent to the curb 
• Curb ramps to be flush with roadway pavement (care should be taken to address 

drainage requirements at the ramps) 
• Elevation transitions at driveways 
• 50:1 cross slopes at driveways 
• Sidewalk placed at drives shall be 6 in. thick or same depth as existing drive, 

whichever is greater 
• When reconstructing portions of sidewalk, the joint pattern of new sidewalk 

should be similar to that of sidewalk to remain in place  
• Height of a single two-by-four is not acceptable as a form 

 
If the plans do not accurately reflect the field conditions encountered, particularly when 
curb ramps are involved, the PE/S should work through the AE and the designer to 
determine the best solution. 
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