Truck Drivers Must Focus on Roadway Safety
Orange barrels are returning to Indiana roads and highways soon. This time of year marks the beginning of the road construction and rehabilitation season. It’s something all Hoosiers will contend with for the next six to seven months. However, Hoosiers who make their living working interstate and intrastate driving routes have much more exposure to the upcoming construction season than most. Construction can slow down the time it takes to haul a load to its destination, and detours can force a driver far away from the shortest route, costing time and money. 

Those issues can seriously affect any driver, but there is another factor to be considered when thinking about the return of the construction season. Transportation incidents are the leading cause of workplace fatalities in Indiana and across the nation. In Indiana alone, more than 50 Hoosier workers were killed on or near the roadway in 2013. 

It’s up to all Hoosiers traveling Indiana’s roads to prioritize safety throughout the year, but it becomes especially important as roadway workers return to fixing our streets and bridges. These workers aren’t in a safely enclosed environment. 
Plan Ahead for Safety

· Give a key member of the management team the responsibility and authority to establish and enforce a comprehensive driver safety program. 
· Inspect trucks and trailers to ensure they are road safe.
· Make sure drivers know that seatbelt use is mandatory.
· Develop an alternative route of travel prior to leaving. This will help lessen 
driving-related stress in areas of heavy traffic or construction zones.  

· Schedule drive times that allow extra time to complete jobs in adverse weather conditions like heavy rain, snow, sleet and strong cross winds.
· Never require drivers to work irregular hours or hours far longer than normal. Fatigued drivers are far more likely to be involved with in a roadway incident. Plan for rest stops and maintain your log books to ensure drivers are getting enough sleep to stay safe on the roads.

· Never allow drivers to engage in distracted driving. That means no texting, no tablet PCs and no cell phones or other electronic devices while driving.    


Remember, distracted or aggressive driving puts your life and the lives of those around you at risk. This year, make sure there are no roadway worker fatalities. 
For more information about transportation safety and access to resources, please visit the Indiana Department of Labor’s transportation safety website at www.in.gov/dol/2385.htm.
