










Instructions – Page 7

DIAGRAM 5

All buildings elevated on piers, posts, piles, columns,
or parallel shear walls.  No obstructions below the

elevated floor.

DIAGRAM 8

All buildings elevated on a crawl space with the floor of
the crawl space at or above grade on at least one side,

with or without an attached garage.

DIAGRAM 6

All buildings elevated on piers, posts, piles, columns,
or parallel shear walls with full or partial enclosure

below the elevated floor.

DIAGRAM 7

All buildings elevated on full-story foundation walls
with a partially or fully enclosed area below the
elevated floor.  This includes walkout levels, where at
least one side is at or above grade.  The principal use
of this building is located in the elevated floors of the

building.

** An “opening” (flood vent) is defined as a permanent opening in a wall that allows for the free passage of water automatically in both directions
without human intervention.  Under the NFIP, a minimum of two openings is required for enclosures or crawl spaces with a total net area of not
less than one square inch for every square foot of area enclosed.  Each opening must be on different sides of the enclosed area.  If a building has
more than one enclosed area, each area must have openings on exterior walls to allow floodwater to directly enter. The bottom of the openings
must be no higher than one foot above the grade underneath the flood vents.  Alternatively, you may submit a certification by a registered
professional engineer or architect that the design will allow for the automatic equalization of hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls.  A
window, a door, or a garage door is not considered an opening.
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Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the elevated floor is
open, with no obstruction to flow of flood waters (open lattice work and/or

readily removable insect screening is permissible).
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Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the elevated floor is
enclosed, either partially or fully.  In A Zones, the partially or fully enclosed
area below the elevated floor is with or without openings** present in the

walls of the enclosure.  Indicate information about openings in Section C,

Building Elevation Information (Survey Required).

Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the elevated floor is
enclosed, either partially or fully.  In A Zones, the partially or fully enclosed

area below the elevated floor is with or without openings** present in the

walls of the enclosure.  Indicate information about openings in Section C,

Building Elevation Information (Survey Required).

Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the first floor is
enclosed by solid or partial perimeter walls.  In all A zones, the crawl space
is with or without openings** present in the walls of the crawl space.

Indicate information about the openings in Section C, Building Elevation

Information (Survey Required).
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O.M.B. NO. 3067-0077
Expires July 31, 2002

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM

FLOODPROOFING CERTIFICATE
FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES

The floodproofing of non-residential buildings may be permitted as an alternative to elevating to or above the Base Flood Elevation; however, a
floodproofing design certification is required. This form is to be used for that certification. Floodproofing of a residential building does not alter a
community’s floodplain management elevation requirements or affect the insurance rating unless the community has been issued an exception by
FEMA to allow floodproofed residential basements. The permitting of a floodproofed residential basement requires a separate certification specifying
that the design complies with the local floodplain management ordinance.

BUILDING OWNER’S NAME

STREET ADDRESS (Including Apt., Unit, Suite, and/or Bldg. Number) OR P.O. ROUTE AND BOX NUMBER

OTHER DESCRIPTION (Lot and Block Numbers, etc.)

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

SECTION I  FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) INFORMATION

Provide the following from the proper FIRM:

COMMUNITY NUMBER PANEL NUMBER SUFFIX DATE OF FIRM INDEX FIRM ZONE BASE FLOOD ELEVATION
(In AO Zones, Use Depth)

SECTION II  FLOODPROOFING INFORMATION (By a Registered Professional Engineer or Architect)

Floodproofing Design Elevation Information:

Building is floodproofed to an elevation of  ................................... feet NGVD. (Elevation datum used must be the same as that on the FIRM.)

Height of floodproofing on the building above the lowest adjacent grade is ........................................ feet.

(NOTE: for insurance rating purposes, the building’s floodproofed design elevation must be at least one foot above the Base Flood Elevation to
receive rating credit. If the building is floodproofed only to the Base Flood Elevation, then the building’s insurance rating will result in a higher
premium.)

SECTION III  CERTIFICATION (By Registered Professional Engineer or Architect)

Non-Residential Floodproofed Construction Certification:

I certify that, based upon development and/or review of structural design, specifications, and plans for construction,  the design and methods of
construction are in accordance with accepted standards of practice for meeting the following provisions:

The structure, together with attendant utilities and sanitary facilities, is watertight to the floodproofed design elevation indicated above, with
walls that are substantially impermeable to the passage of water.

All structural components are capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic flood forces, including the effects of buoyancy, and
anticipated debris impact forces.

I certify that the information on this certificate represents my best efforts to interpret the data available. I understand that any false statement
may be punishable by fine or imprisonment under 18 U.S. Code, Section 1001.

CERTIFIER’S NAME LICENSE NUMBER (or Affix Seal)

TITLE COMPANY NAME

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

SIGNATURE DATE PHONE

Copies should be made of this Certificate for: 1) community official, 2) Insurance agent/company, and 3) building owner.

FEMA Form 81-65,  AUG 99 Replaces all previous editions F-056 (8/99)

FOR INSURANCE COMPANY USE

POLICY NUMBER

COMPANY NAIC NUMBER

4. FLOODPROOFING CERTIFICATE



PAPERWORK BURDEN DISCLOSURE NOTICE

GENERAL–This information is provided pursuant to Public Law 96-511, (The Paper Reduction Act of
1980, as amended), dated December 11, 1980, to allow the public to participate more fully and
meaningfully in the Federal paperwork review process.

AUTHORITY–Public Law 96-511, amended; 44 U.S.C. 3507; and 5 CFR 1320

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT NOTICE–Public reporting burden for Floodproofing Certificate is
estimated to average 3.25 hours per response. Burden means the time, effort, or financial resources
expended by persons to generate, maintain, disclose, or provide information to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency . You are not required to respond to this collection of information unless a valid
OMB control number is displayed in the upper right corner of each form. You may send comments
regarding the accuracy of the burden estimate and any suggestions for reducing the burden to:
Information Collection Management, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 500 C Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20427, Paperwork Reduction Project (3067-0077). To ensure timely receipt and
processing of the completed forms, return them to the address provided in the instructions to the forms.
Do not send form(s) to the above address. Your response to this collection of information is required to
obtain or retain benefits under the National Flood Insurance Program.

* U.S. Government Printing Office: 1997 – 517-742/83821
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6. Sample Model Floodplain Variance and Appeal Record for Indiana

Model Floodplain Variance and Appeal Record for Indiana

A variance is a grant of relief given by a community from the terms of specific standards required in
its floodplain regulations. The issuance of a variance is for floodplain management purposes only.
Insurance premium rates are determined by the federal government according to actuarial risk and
will not be modified by the granting of a variance. ANY VARIANCE GRANTED BY A
COMMUNITY MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH THE NFIP GUIDELINES AND WITH STATE AND
LOCAL LAW.

Name of Applicant: _____________________________________________________________

Property Address: ______________________________________________________________

Type of structure and intended use: ________________________________________________

1. Floodplain Status (check which one applies)

Floodway _____
(Note: no variances for the construction of new residences in the floodway are allowed that are not in
accordance with IC 14-28-1)

Floodway Fringe _____
The variance applicant must meet all criteria under Ordinance (Resolution) No. _____, IC 14-28-1,
60.6(a) of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), and in accordance with 60.3(d)(3) CFR, demonstrate

that no increase in flood stages will result. If the applicant cannot meet all of the aforementioned codes
and regulations, then do not grant the variance.

2. Has the applicant shown that there exists a good and sufficient cause for the requested variance?

Yes* _____ (continue on to next question)
No _____ (variance should not be granted)

*A variance request by an applicant that is based on good and sufficient cause is one that solely deals with
the physical characteristics of the property, subdivision lot, or land parcel under question. For further
explanation, please refer to FEMA’s Variance Guidelines handbook.

Please state what the good and sufficient cause is: _____________________________________

_____________________________
3. Has the applicant shown that the strict application of the terms of Ordinance (Resolution) No. _____
will constitute an exceptional hardship?

Yes* _____ (continue on to next question)
No _____ (variance should not be granted)

*The hardship that would result from failure to grant a requested variance must be exceptional, unusual,
and peculiar to the property involved. Economic or financial hardship, inconvenience, aesthetic
considerations, physical handicaps, personal preferences, the disapproval of one’s neighbors, or

You can view or download a copy of the FEMA Variance Guidelines at 
http://www.IN.gov/dnr/water/publications/pdf/variance_guidelines.pdf

http://www.IN.gov/dnr/water/publications/pdf/variance_guidelines.pdf
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homeowners association restrictions likewise cannot, as a rule, qualify as exceptional hardship. For further
explanation, please refer to Variance Guidelines.

Please state what the exceptional hardship is: ________________________________________

4. Has the applicant shown that the approval of the requested variance will not increase flood heights,
create additional threats to public safety, cause additional public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud
or victimization of the public or conflict with existing laws or ordinances?

Yes _____
No _____ (variance should not be granted)

*Please refer to the Variance Guidelines before answering this question.

Please state why the approval of the variance would not cause the occurrence of the aforementioned items
in question #4: _______________________________________________

If the proposed construction meets the requirements of question #1, and questions #2, #3, and #4
were all answered “yes”, then the body of government responsible for granting appeals may issue a
variance to the terms and provisions of Ordinance (Resolution) No. _____ subject to the following
standards and conditions:
(Please refer to Variance Guidelines for assistance in meeting the following standards and conditions.):

1. If the requested variance is an exception to the flood protection elevation requirements, the lot should
be one-half acre or less in size and contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing structures
constructed below the flood protection elevation.
(Reminder: If the lot is greater than one-half acre in size, applicant must submit technical justification.
Please attach justification.)

2. If the requested variance or exception is for the construction of a structure listed on the National
Register of Historic Places or the State Historic Register, please attach a letter or appropriate
documentation from either agency that shows that the structure is a historic building.

3. Variances are issued only to give the minimum relief necessary. Please describe what the applicant is
required to do in order to provide the maximum practical flood protection. (i.e., raise all utilities to or
above the base flood elevation, use flood resistant materials, and use watertight sealant)
______________________________________________________________________________________
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4. The appointed body of government needs to issue a written notice to the petitioner of the variance or
exception that the proposed construction will be subject to increased risks to life and property and could
require payment of excessive flood premiums (Up to $25 per $100 for structural coverage). Please
attach a copy of this notice.

AN APPLICANT RECEIVING A VARIANCE TO BUILD A STRUCTURE WITH THE LOWEST
FLOOR ELEVATION BELOW THE BASE FLOOD ELEVATION (100-YEAR) IS HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT THE REDUCED FLOOR ELEVATION WILL RESULT IN INCREASED
PREMIUM RATES FOR FLOOD INSURANCE UP TO AMOUNTS AS HIGH AS $25 PER $100 OF
INSURANCE COVERAGE. CONSTRUCTION BELOW THE BASE FLOOD LEVEL INCREASES
RISKS TO LIFE AND PROPERTY.

________________________________________ ___________________________________
Applicant’s Signature   Date   Administrator’s Signature  Date

RECORD OF VARIANCE ACTIONS

Variance request submitted to ____________________________________on______(date)____

In accordance with the criteria and guidelines of the floodplain regulations in Ordinance (Resolution) No.
_____ the _________ (appeal board) ______________(community name) hereby approves [ ], denies [ ]
the above request for variance.

By: ________________(Signature) ______________________, __________Title____________

Date: _____________________

Decisions (vote) of the board: _____________________________________________________

Special provisions of Variance Approval: ____________________________________________

Note: As provided in ____________________________, those aggrieved by the decision of the appeal
board may appeal such decisions to the ______________________________________.
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C. CONTACTS FOR ASSISTANCE

Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
Division of Water
402 W. Washington St., Rm W264
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317-232-4160
1-877-928-3755 (toll free)

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Region V
536 South Clark St., 6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60605
(312) 408-5500

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit
P.O. Box 1027
Detroit, MI 48231-1027
(313) 226-6768

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville
P.O. Box 59
Louisville, KY 40201-0059
(502) 582-5848

Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM)
100 N. Senate Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 232-8611

Indiana Department of Health
2 North Meridian St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 233-1325

Indiana State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA)
302 W. Washington St., Rm E208
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 232-3980

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46278-2933
(317) 290-3200

For additional information on the topics covered in this handbook please contact:
IDNR Division of Water

Floodplain Management Section
402 W. Washington St. W264

Indianapolis, IN 46214
1-317-232-4160

1-877-928-3755 (toll free)
Fax (317)233-4579







Frank O’Bannon - Governor
John R. Goss - Director, Department of Natural Resources

State of Indiana


