Dear Friends & Associates,
     We are approaching the 20th anniversary of our Annual Technology Transfer Seminar, and I am very excited to extend this invitation for you to attend.  On Tuesday we have an array of speakers covering a variety of topics concerning the latest trends and technologies in reclamation and mining.  There will again be three concurrent workshops on Monday afternoon, each qualifying for some type of continuing renewal hours.  There will also be an excellent poster session immediately following the workshops.  Please join us for both days of this special seminar.

Sincerely,

Ron McAhron

Chairman

ISMR Executive Membership
The Executive Committee of ISMR is comprised of members appointed by the Director of the IN Department of Natural Resources.  Chairperson is the Director of the Bureau of Regulatory Team Management.  Members are:

Ex-Officio Member

Mr. Ron McAhron, Chairman, Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Mr. Joe Craig, Practical Resource Management, Inc.
Mr. Tom Daugherty, Indiana Department of Environmental Management

Mr. John Endress, Natural Resource Professionals

Mr. Andy Gilmore, Office of Surface Mining

Mr. Ray Judy, Foertsch Construction Company

Mr. Rich Montgomery, United Minerals Inc.

Mr. Brandon Seitz, Indiana Office of Energy and Defense Planning 

Ms. Michalene Reilly, Hoosier Energy

Mr. John Richardson, Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Dr. Nelson Shaffer, Indiana Geological Survey
Dr. Terry West, Purdue University

Dr. John Steinmetz, Indiana Geological Survey (Additional Contact)

Registration Information
Complete Seminar--includes Workshop & Poster Session--Dec. 4 and Full Day Primary Session with luncheon--Dec. 5:
 $60.00 Pre-registration


 ($70.00 after November 27th registration deadline)

NOTE:  If you are attending the Blasting Workshop, the registration fee includes membership for 2007 in the Tri-State Chapter of the Indiana Society of Explosive Engineers (ISEE).

Full Day Primary Session with Luncheon only--Dec. 5:
$40.00 Pre-registration

($50.00 after November 27th registration deadline)

FULL-TIME STUDENT  RATE

Workshop & Poster Session-Dec. 4 and Primary Session (includes luncheon) –Dec. 5:  

$20.00 ($30.00 after November 27th registration deadline)
(No charge if presenting a poster on December 5th)

Pre-registration payment is due no later than November 27, 2006.  Pre-registration is refundable, or may be transferred if requested, by November 27, 2006.

Overnight Accommodations

The Jasper Inn & Convention Center is offering special room rates of $59.95 if you make your reservation before November 20th.   Identify yourself with the Indiana Society of Mining and Reclamation  to receive this special rate.  For reservations, call 800-872-3176 or 812-482-5555.

Have Questions  ---

Contact Colleen Baughman at 812-665-2207 or
cbaughman@dnr.IN.gov
Workshop Descriptions
401/404 – Permitting & Stream Assessments
 (APPROVED for 4 technical and 1 general education hours for A-SO wastewater license renewal)
IDEM Section 401 Water Quality Certification Program and State Wetland Regulatory Program-Applying for and Receiving Authorization, presented by Jason Randolph, Southern Area Project Manager, IN Dept. of Environmental Management.  Provides an overview of the water quality certification process & what is regulated, discusses the States water quality standards in relation to the certification process, and will provide information & guidance on application submittal process & compensatory mitigation requirements to ensure compliance.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  404 of the Clean Water Act, Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors:  permitting, compliance enforcement,presented by Michael Ricketts, Team Leader; Russell Retherford, Regulatory Specialist; and George DeLancey; all Army Corps of Engineers, Newburgh.  Discusses regulatory authority and jurisdictional information; types of permits; Coal Mining NWPs; Compliance, and Enforcement.
Communication & Outreach in the Coal Fields

 (APPROVED for 5 general education hours for A-SO wastewater license renewal )
Presented by Mike Gauldin, Communications Chief, Office of Surface Mining, Washington D.C.  How to give the proper information in the correct manner the first time by listening and responding in one-on-one situations, conducting effective meetings, and having a media relations plan.
Blasting Procedures
 (APPROVED for 5 continuing education hours for Indiana Blaster Certification renewal.  Also, the IN State Fire Marshall has approved this program and 5 continuing education hours will be credited toward the renewal of the Regulated Explosive Use-Blaster License.) 
Registration for this workshop includes a membership for 2007 to the Tri-State Chapter of the International Society of Explosive Engineers.  
The Indiana Blasters Workshop is designed to provide continuing education credits for certified blasters.  This year’s topics include:

Door Way Diplomacy-One on One Communications, presented by Jack McGriffin, IN DNR Div. of Reclamation.  Explores & practices listening techniques; examine the process of first defining the issues or questions at hand; and learn a 1-2-3 method of delivering a perfect response resulting in enhanced communication skills. 

Pre/Post Blast Surveys & Damage Claims presented by Rob Pippin, Pippin Associates.   Using pre and post blast surveys to respond to blast damage claims.         
Drilling & Blasing 101:  Past-Present-Future, presented by John Smith, Technical Services Manager, Vibronics Inc.  Blast designs for highwall conditions.
Agenda

Monday, Dec 4th (Central Time)
11:30am-12:00 pm     Registration

12:00-5:00 pm
   3 Concurrent Workshops (Seating is Limited)
        

401/404-Permitting and Stream Assessments
(APPROVED for 4 technical & 1 general education hours for A-SO wastewater license renewal)
Jason Randolph, IN Dept. of Environmental Management; Michael Ricketts, Russell Retherford, and George DeLancey; all Army Corps of Engineers, Newburgh. 
OR
Communication and Outreach in the Coal Fields
(APPROVED for 5 general education hours for A-SO wastewater license renewal)
Mike Gauldin, Office of Surface Mining, Washington D.C.




OR
Blasting Workshop
(APPROVED for 5 continuing education hours for renewal of certified blaster license & renewal of  Regulated Explosive Use-Blaster License) 
Jack McGriffin, IN DNR Division of Reclamation; Rob Pippin, Pippin Associates; John Smith, Vibronics Inc.
5:00-7:00 pm
Poster Session and Reception 

Agenda

Tuesday, Dec 5th (Central Time)

7:45-8:15 am
Registration

8:15-8:30 am
Welcome:  Ron McAhron, Chairman

8:30-9:00 am
Recent Key Developments in the Clean Water Act Section 404 Permitting:  Karen Bennett, Director of Water Quality, National Mining Association.
Changes in Corps mitigation policy, jurisdiction post-Rapanos, the proposed revisions to nationwide permits, and status of key cases they have pending.
(Continued in next column)
Agenda

Tuesday, Dec 5th  (Central Time) (Continued)
9:00 - 9:30 am
Economic and Public Health Benefits of Coal Utilization:  Eugene M. Trisko, Attorney representing the Center for Energy & Economic Development.
Potential premature mortality impact of reduced coal use & pending climate legislation; macro economic output, income & employment benefits; and offsetting benefits of investing in renewable energy sources.
9:30-10:00 am
Vincennes University Miner Training Program:  Ron Bucci, Director of Mining Program, Vincennes Univ.


Information on the new degree program in Mining Technology, as well as the Miner Safety and Health Training, provided through the MSHA 


State Grants program.
10:00-10:15 am
BREAK

10:15-10:45 am
Communications with the Public & Press:  Mike Gauldin, Communications Chief, Office of Surface Mining,Washington DC.


   Overview of what and what not to do when  

                                   communicating with the public and media.
10:45-11:15 am
Dealing with Permits, Regulations & Public Emotions:  Dan Barkley, Subsidence Specialist, IL DNR, Land Reclamation Division.

  Dealing with permitting issues when high levels of   

  emotions are involved.
11:15-11:45 am
The Miner Act:  Chad Barras, Midwest Safety Director, Peabody Coal Company. 
Discussion of current safety regulations, initiatives and potential rulemakings as they relate to altering current safety provisions.

11:45am-12:00 pm
Recent Developments in Coal Geology at the Indiana Geological Survey:  Dr. John Steinmetz, State Geologist, Indiana Geological Survey.

   Suitability for Indiana coals for gasification, coking,
   coal-bed methane & carbon dioxide sequestration   

   potential.  AML studies on long-term geochemical 
   effects; preservation, scanning & digitization of 
   historic coal mine maps; and new study in slurry 
   pond inventory.
(Continued in next column)
Agenda

Tuesday, Dec 5th (Central Time) (Continued)
12:00-1:45 pm
AWARDS LUNCHEON:  Keynote speaker--Ms. Kari Evans, Policy Director, Office of Governor Mitchell Daniels.

1:45-2:00 pm
Overview of Office of Surface Mining Activities of the Past Year:  Charles Sandburg, Mid-Continent Region Director, Office of Surface Mining. 



Discussion on technical initiatives including makeup and operation of the Technology Transfer Program, the Applied Science Program, and the future.
2:00-2:30 pm
The Future of Illinois Basin Coal as Feedstock for Transportation Fuel:  Tom Sparrow, Director of Coal Transformation Laboratory, The Energy Center at Discovery Park, Purdue University.
Latest information on potential uses of Indiana coal in the production of transportation fuels.
2:30-3:00 pm
Background, Development and Contents of the


PHC/CHIA Technical Reference Document:  Debbie


Dale, Hydrologist, Mid-Continent Region Office,


Office of Surface Mining.

Provides information from the MCR’s draft technical reference document on predicting possible hydrologic impacts of a proposed mining operation and evaluating hydrologic conditions for bond release.
3:00-3:15 pm
BREAK

3:15-3:45 pm
Coal for Alternative Uses:  Nelson Shaffer, Coal & Industrial Minerals Head, Indiana Geological Survey.

Overview of the many alternative uses available for coal.
3:45-4:15 pm
A Technical Review of the Final Report of the National Academy of Sciences “Managing Coal Combustion Residues in Mines”:  Kim Vories, Natural Resources Specialist/Technology Transfer, Mid-Continent Region, Office of Surface Mining.

The report lists 40 findings or recommendations under 12 categories.  This presentation addresses the findings on a case by case basis to evaluate their merits against data and studies.

4:15-4:30 PM
Closing 

Call For Nominations

2006

Vance “Pat” Wiram Award For Innovation in Reclamation and Mining Technology
ISMR is seeking nominations for individuals who have made significant contributions to the development or implementation of new technologies or concepts in mining and reclamation.  We urge you to nominate an individual that you feel has gone that extra step in applying new and innovative ideas toward the enhancement of surface mining and reclamation.

Criteria and Eligibility:  Individuals having a direct or indirect involvement in surface mining and/or reclamation who deserve recognition for innovative ideas applied to this broad area of interest are eligible.  Recipients may be individuals in regulatory agencies, educators, environmentalists, journalists, politicians, mine operators, mining engineers, geologists, or administrative personnel.  Nominees for this award must have been active in some area of mining and/or reclamation at the time of their nominations.

Nomination Procedures:  All nominations should follow the prescribed format:

Identify nominee:  Include name, mailing address, and phone number.

Identify nominator:  Include name, mailing address, and phone number.

Clearly identify and evaluate the contributions made by the nominee.  

List (1) Education--academia field, date, and institution for each degree held;  (2) Career--dates, organizations, and locations of all professional positions beginning with current position and ending with the first position;  (3) Professional Services--membership in professional societies, service on professional committees, and indicating leadership where appropriate;  (4) Past Honors and Awards--any that are appropriate;  (5) Justification--identify the primary contributions on which the nomination is based, emphasizing the innovative ideas of concepts for which the nominee is to be evaluated;  and (6) Supporting Documentation--three letters of support, as well as any other form of documentation.  Letters should be solicited and addressed to the nominator.

Nominations Due:  All nominations should be received no later than November 17, 2006.

Submissions:  Two copies of the completed nomination forms and any supporting documentation should be to:

Chairman, ISMR, RR#2 Box 129, Jasonville, IN 47438

Nomination Format:  Typed on 8 ½ x 11 paper, double-spaced.
2005 Award Winners
Vance “Pat” Wiram Award for Innovation in Reclamation and Mining Technology

Mr. Robert E. Dunker

University of Illinois

This award honors an individual who has gone that extra step in applying new and innovative ideas toward the enhancement of surface mining and reclamation.  It is presented each year for contributions made to the development or implementation of new technologies or concepts in mining and reclamation.  
Indiana Excellence in Mining and Reclamation Award

United Minerals Inc. / 
Black Beauty Coal Company 

West Fork Mine
This is the Indiana Department of Natural Resources-Division of Reclamation’s highest award for outstanding achievement in the field of surface coal mining and reclamation.  It is presented to a company for exemplary performance at a specific mine site.  The winner is placed in nomination for the National Mined Lands Reclamation Award presented by the National Association of State Land Reclamationists and the Office of Surface Mining Regional Awards.  
Registration Form

Registration Fees 
**  One Monday workshop and poster session (includes

      Tuesday Full Day Primary Session & luncheon at no 

       additional charge) -- $60.00
**  Tuesday Full Day Primary Session & luncheon -- $40.00
**   Student charge for all of Monday & Tuesday -- $20.00
PLEASE CHECK ALL SESSIONS YOU WILL ATTEND

MONDAY:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Poster Session and Reception

CHOOSE ONLY ONE WORKSHOP: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Blasting (includes 2007 mbrshp in Tri-State Chapter ISEE) 
      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 401/404 Permitting & Stream Assessment 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Communications  

TUESDAY:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Full Day Primary Session

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Luncheon
LATE Registration fees (after Nov. 27, 2006)
**  One Monday workshop & poster session (includes all of 

      Tuesday at no additional charge) -- $70.00 

**  Tuesday Full Day Session & luncheon -- $50.00

**  Student charge for Monday & Tuesday -- $30.00
Name_____________________________________________________

Title______________________________________________________

Organization________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_______________________________________________

Phone___________________________Fax_______________________

E-mail_____________________________________________________

$___________TOTAL PAYMENT              FORMCHECKBOX 
 check      FORMCHECKBOX 
 money order
NOTE CHANGES IN REGISTRATION
No credit card payments will be taken.  Make check or money order payable to INDIANA SOCIETY OF MINING AND RECLAMATION.
Mail registration form and fee to:
COLLEEN BAUGHMAN





ISMR SECRETARY





RR#2 BOX 129





JASONVILLE IN 47438






