Volunteer View

(A newsletter for IDNR State Park and Reservoirs Volunteers who have
dedicated 50 + hours and are still active. Thank You!)

3 STATE PARKS
4l RESERVOIRS

Friends and Fire Towers and Fundraisers
Two fire towers in the state park system are needing repairs. This

has resulted in McCormick’s tower cabin to close. People can still S
take the stairs to the cabin. The tower at Ouabache is completely i
closed. Friends groups at these parks are working to raise funds to #3:
get the towers refurbished and re-opened. Help spread the word! .a’? .
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McCormick’s Creek State Park Fire Tower o

Submitted by Barbara Filtri, Treasurer,
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Friends of McCormick’s Creek State Park
Hike on a trail at McCormick’s Creek State Park, and you will —
walk back in time. It can take you to the distant past, if you
marvel at the geology of the area. Or you may travel to the . —

time our State was born, by wandering on trail 9 to the §
Peden farmstead. If you instead prefer a trip to a not so ]
distant past, hike trail 4 to the Fire Tower.

Our tower was built in 1935 by the Civilian Conservation
Corps Company #589. It was in operation till 1967, but after-
ward it got a second life, as an observation point, a chal-

lenge and a memory-maker. So many times I've heard
stories of unforgettable climbs, “when you could see all
around you”. Now the trees have grown taller than the
tower, and nobody has been allowed into the cabin for
years. But all this is about to change.

The Friends group has been actively promoting the fund-
raising effort, which has recently passed the "4 mark to the
$85,000 estimated cost to restore the tower to its original
state. The refurbishing plan also includes the clearing of
trees in a 50’ radius around it, which will partially bring back
the view from the top.

We have so far received generous donations from individu-
als, local associations and businesses, and grants from the
Indiana Parks Alliance and the Owen County Preservations. :
The donation boxes at the Canyon Inn and at Babbs Super- |&
market provide us a steady support. All local schools ran a
penny drive throughout last school year, collecting more
pennies than | have ever seen in my life!

Top right picture of McCormick’s tower in 1935, bottom right present day.
Continued on page 2...




Fire towers continued...

We have received donations at every event at the park and around the county. More infor-
mation and the online donation form can be found on the Friends website:
www.friendsmccormickscreek.org.

Our tower was officially listed on the National Historic Lookout Register in 2008. Indiana
has already lost more than half the towers it used to count on to protect our land. We are
doing all we can to keep ours for a long time to come, to enjoy and include into more won-
derful memories.

Would you like to know more about fire lookouts? Check out the Forest Fire Lookout Asso-
ciation website at www.firelookout.org.

Ouabache State Park Fire Tower
Submitted by Kathy Schwartz, Friends of Ouabache State Park,
friendsofouabache@gmail.com

Ouabache State Park is the only park where you
can see a live bison, a bald eagle, and a fire tower
from one spot. People come from all over to see
the bison herd, which includes our newest mem-
ber, Centennial Cindy. As people drive toward the
exhibit, one can’t miss the fire tower that sits across
from the bison. A typical visit to the park includes a
walk around the bison pen followed by a trek up the
fire tower. The view from the top is breath tak-

ing. To the right is the bison enclosure, to the left
is Kunkel Lake and in between you have a panora-
ma view of the park and countryside. Just about
everyone in Wells and Adams County can tell you
stories about climbing the fire tower. The Friends
of Ouabache State Park want to continue that expe-
rience for future generations. Plans are moving
ahead for the Fire Tower Restoration Project. Com-
mittee members are working hard to organize all
the various events and embrace the community
support that has been offered. Our fundraising
started in July, and we now have raised just over

$2000. This includes several large anonymous dona- Above: Ouabache fire tower during a
tions! The restoration project is estimated at $75,000. A cool summer evening. Photo by
Street Fair kick off is planned in September plus other Rocky Myrtle, Friends member.

events through the end of December! To follow along with

our group like “Friends of Ouabache State Park” Facebook page.
Donations to the Fire Tower Restoration Project can be mailed to
Friends of Ouabache State Park

4930 E. St. Rd. 201

Bluffton, IN 46714

Mark Fire Tower in memo.

On-line donations can be made at www.gofundme.com.

Search for “Restore the Fire Tower”.
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Construction of the fire tower located at Ouabache State Park. Built by
men from the Civilian Conservation Corps Company #1592. circa 1937
Note: The words on the tower say “PREVENT FOREST FIRES”




Thanks from Fort Harrison State Park
Submitted by Jeff Cummings, Fort Harrison Interpretive Naturalist

This is a belated, ‘one-big-thank you’ to the Fort Harrison team of employees & volunteers for all
of the outstanding work that you gave to the park this past April, May and June. 1 was prodded
(and inspired) by my IMT-IC, Jim Grant, to write you all to thank you for the tremendous effort
you have all put forth at Fort Ben this past spring.

You have collectively planted/replanted gardens, built bunkers and trenches, taught IMN classes,
painted signs, performed music on the hill in searing heat, taught children to fish, executed four re-
enactments for our veterans, raised money, brought the museum into financial stability for the 2016-
2017 winter, run races, built signs, walked children with First Lady Pence, hiked with the children
and Governor Pence, taught school groups, camped with the kids, planned the Friends of Fort Har-
rison forward, planned the Museum of 20" CW forward, taught at the Capitol Campout, worked
with the volunteers from corporate groups (REI to Raytheon), rebuilt the mountain bike trails, and
above all told our story.

You all are the best birthday gift we could give to the citizens of Indiana on the 100" anniversary of
our State Park system. It’s this day-to-day effort that has kept Fort Ben running despite financial
challenges and visitor pressures. I was looking at the well-kept gardens in the front of the office
this morning and reminded how far we’ve come in a short period of time.

Pokagon State Park Earth Day Thanks

Submitted by Marie Laudeman, Interpretive Naturalist

Thank-you to all the 51 Howe Military students and seven adults for dedicating time to clean up litter at
Pokagon to celebrate Earth Day! We appreciated it. It was great to see the positive attitudes of the students
and their willingness to make a difference. They all showed great Earth Day spirit with their t-shirts too! 1
was really blown away by how much trash your eight scuba divers pulled out of Lake James in just the
sandbar area. Thanks for caring about the park.




O’Bannon Woods State Park Volunteers in action!
Thanks for all your continued help!

Camp hosts and nature center volunteers
peeled five bushel of apples in preparation
for making apple butter during an event.

In March we had 53 volunteers working
on the Adventure Hiking Trail and the
three overnight shelters. The volunteers |
were previous or current park team mem- |+ &
bers, local community volunteers and
biking and hiking trail users. We cleared
10+ miles on the Adventure Trail and
cleaned up the three shelters. Total vol-
unteer hours for the day was 452!

O’Bannon Woods State Park Staff would like to  Sge b
THANK all the volunteers who made the Grand
Re-Opening Weekend at Wyandotte Cave a
SUCCESS. Without your continued support
this event would not have been as successful as
it was.
Hours of Operations: Fri, Sat, Sun Big Wyan-
dotte 11 am and 1:00 pm and Little Wyandotte
10 am, 11 am, 1 pm, & 2 pm. We will also be
open on the Monday of Labor Day.

Photo right by John Maxwell




A 100 Year Family Tradition
By Kathy Cathey, Granddaughter of Jean Beers

Jean Bloomer Beers lived in Fairmount, lllinois, in the
early 1900s and loved new adventures. When she heard
about the new state park that was opening in Indiana she
could hardly wait to go. In 1916 her brother Ransom
wrote to a cousin: “We have to take Jeanie to this new
Turkey Run State Park, or we’'ll never hear the end of it!”
Within the next year Jean and Ransom did make it to
Turkey Run, in Ransom’s new-fangled gas buggy, and
thus began a 100-yr. tradition for Jean Beers and her
family.

This year, Jean’s son Gilbert and his family, now
numbering 40 (with 3 on the way), will mark their 50th
consecutive year at Turkey Run State Park. Every
October, members of the family gather from as far away
as California for a weekend of hiking, food, football, and
fun, and consider it one of their favorite family get-
togethers. Whether it is skipping stones across Sugar
Creek, having a snack on the rocks by the covered bridge,
exploring all the trails, enjoying the homemade goodness
of Rockville’s Covered Bridge Festival, or playing games
in the Inn at night, every part of Turkey Run has become
a special delight and a treasured tradition.

TURKEY. RUN INN “_

Above: Jean Beers on her first trip
to Turkey Run State Park
c. 1916/1917

Below: The Gilbert Beers (Jean’s
son in front in purple) family at TR
in 2015

“Part of it is the power of place and part of it is the power of presence”
says Gil Beers, who has been going to Turkey Run since boyhood.
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Shelley Reed, Ouabache gatehouse attendant and Friends mem-
ber, says there is always something to see while manning the
gate. Here are a few of her photos of park visitors.

Can you name them all?

1. Male Tiger Swallowtail
2. Red spotted purple

3. Luna Moth

4. Hummingbird Moth

5. Female Tiger Swallowtail
6. Monarch
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The mission of Indiana’s State Parks and Reservoirs is to manage and interpret our properties’ unique natural, wildlife and cultural
resources using principles of multiple use and preservation, while sustaining the integrity of these resources for current and future
generations.

Memorics made narurally,
=

Messy Mouth!

Prophetstown State Park’s box tur-
tle is enjoying some black berries.
Thanks to Prophetstown staff for
sharing the photo.

BIG THANKS to all the volunteers
who help feed and care for the na-
ture center animals around the state.




