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County:  Lake  Size: 430 acres 
Ownership: Nature Preserves - IDNR 

Location and AccessLocation and AccessLocation and AccessLocation and Access 
Parking lot and trail. From U.S. 41 go east on Main St. toward Griffith. The 
parking lot is on your right after crossing Kennedy Ave. A one-mile, self-
guiding trail leads into the prairie from this lot. 

Description:Description:Description:Description: Hoosier Prairie is a large remnant of the prairie landscape that was once common in 
northwest Indiana. This tract preserves the topographic and biotic diversity of the sand plains north of 
the Valparaiso Moraine. Plant diversity is exceptionally high here due to a wide range of moisture 
conditions. Sand rises support dry black oak savannas. Mesic sand prairie openings can be found on 
slopes between the rises and swales. Wet prairies, sedge meadows and marshes are scattered throughout 
the preserve in depressions and flats. Its size and plant diversity make Hoosier Prairie an excellent place 
to see native birds and other animals in their natural surroundings. Many of these animals are now rare in 
Indiana due to the disappearance of their native habitats. 

Prior to European settlement, fire was a normal part of prairie ecosystems. Fire killed the forest trees, but 
prairie plants were adapted to frequent fires and survived. When settlers suppressed wild fires, woody 
plants invaded the prairie. Now carefully controlled fires are used to maintain the prairie as it was before 
settlement. 

Further Information:Further Information:Further Information:Further Information:  
Division of Nature Preserves. 402 W. Washington St., Rm W267. Indianapolis, IN 46204. 317-232-0209. 
www.in.gov/dnr/naturepr 
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