
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL CONSISTENCY REVIEW 
LAKE MICHIGAN COASTAL ZONE PROGRAM 

 
Project Number:   ER-17021-1 
 
Name of Applicant:  Nicholas Minich 
 
Address of Applicant: 
SEH of Indiana, LLC 
9200 Calumet Avenue, Suite N300 
Munster, IN 46321 
 
Project Description: 
Calumet Trail Rehab along about 11,680', from Mineral Springs Road to Tremont Road; Des #1173594 
 
Location of Project:   Porter, IN 
 
Send comments to the following no later than November 23, 2013:   
 Federal Consistency Review Coordinator, Environmental Unit 
 Division of Fish and Wildlife 
 Department of Natural Resources 
 402 West Washington Street, Room W273 
 Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 Electronic mail:  environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov  
 
Copies of the request, accompanying information and data are available for inspection at the 
following location:  
 Environmental Unit 
 Division of Fish and Wildlife 
 Department of Natural Resources 
 402 West Washington Street, Room W273 
 Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 

mailto:environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov
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November 6, 2013 
SEH Job No. PORTE 122184 
 
 
Ms. Erin Basiger 
Statewide Region Environmental Biologist 
Environmental Unit 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources  
402 W. Washington St., Room W273 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
RE:  Calumet Trail Rehab from Mineral Springs to Tremont Rd. – Porter County, IN 
 Request for Federal Consistency Review and Determination 
 INDOT Des # 1173594 
  
 
Dear Ms. Basiger 
 
Porter County intends to proceed with a project involving the aforementioned trail reconstruction. This letter is 
requesting federal consistency review and determination for this project. The proposed activity complies with 
Indiana's approved coastal management program and will be conducted in a manner consistent with such 
program. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
The Calumet Trail is a 9.1 mile non-motorized recreational trail in northern Porter County used by bicyclists and 
pedestrians. The trail is located north of US Hwy 12 and begins near Mineral Springs Road, at its western 
terminus and continues east to the Porter/LaPorte County border near Michigan City. Porter County has been 
awarded a Federal Transportation Enhancement (TE) grant for the reconstruction of the Calumet Trail including 
an approximately 11,680 foot portion of the Calumet Trail from Mineral Springs Road, through a NIPSCO utility 
corridor, to Tremont Road (in Section 24, Township 37 North, Range 6 West, all in, Westchester Township, 
Porter County, Indiana).  
 
The Calumet Trail was identified in the Marquette Plan, Marquette Greenway Plan, the State's Green Moves 
Report, Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission's (NIRPC) Ped and Pedal Plan and the Porter 
County Corridor Plan as a key east-west non-motorized regional trial connector through northern Porter County; 
however, current trail surface conditions severely limit use. Generally, trail conditions range from adequate to 
very poor.  
 
The purpose of this Project is to improve the trail surface and drainage conditions adjacent to the trail in order to 
enhance and make usable this key non-motorized regional trial connector. Currently the trail is gravel and 
experiences severe flooding issues in several areas, which make the trail impassable at times. According to a 2009 
Calumet Trail Revitalization Feasibility study, the trail is deteriorated in some areas to the point that only a 
“single track” width of gravel remains. The existing trail width varies from 2 feet at the narrowest to 8 feet in the 
widest sections. 
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The reconstructed trail will follow the approximate horizontal alignment of the existing aggregate trail unless 
changes are necessary to meet technical or experiential criteria. The proposed trail cross section includes up to 
approximately 11,680 lineal feet of 10-foot wide HMA surface trail with 2-foot aggregate shoulders; 1-foot 
concrete ribbon curb may be used in order to narrow the trail section where adjacent to sensitive wetlands. The 
trail Project may also include the construction of strategically located drainage improvements, site furnishings, 
wayfinding and other trail/trailhead enhancements. The design of the trail will be based on AASHTO and INDOT 
guidelines for development of bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Due to the environmentally sensitive nature of the 
corridor, the trail will utilize environmental best practices and sustainable materials to the maximum extent 
possible within the design and budgetary parameters. 
 
This Project will impact wetlands and may require mitigation; the Project may also require an Individual Section 
401 Water Quality Certification and a USACE 404 Permit. Over one acre of area will be disturbed and Rule 5 
Notice of Intent will be required. Part of the trail crosses a floodway, however it is not anticipated that a DNR 
Construction in a Floodway Permit will be required; the drainage area at the downstream end of the proposed 
drainage structure is less than 1 square mile.  
 
Enclosed please find the following to assist in your review: 
 

1. Location Map showing area of improvements. (Project Location Map) 
2. Scaled Aerial photo depicting the Existing and Proposed Trail Alignment. (Trail Layout Exhibit) 

 
Porter County (Project Sponsor) Contact / Employee in Responsible Charge: 
 

Robert Thompson 
Executive Director/County Planner 
Porter County Plan Commission 
155 Indiana Ave., Suite 311 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
Ph: 219-465-3540 
RThompson@porterco.org 

 
If you require additional information or have any questions please contact me at 219-513-2506 or 
nminich@sehinc.com.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
SEH OF INDIANA 

 
 
Nicholas Minich, P.E. 
Professional Engineer 
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