2011 Preservation Awards

Outstanding individuals and organizations dedicated to pre-
serving cultural resources throughout Indiana were presented
with 2011 Indiana Historic Preservation Awards by the De-
partment of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preserva-
tion and Archaeology at the statewide Preserving Historic
Places conference in Indianapolis on April 6™,

The 2010 Hoosier Preservationist Award, the highest honor
given by the Indiana State Historic Preservation Office, was
awarded to H. Roll McLaughlin. Started in 1999, this award
recognizes local Hoosier advocates of historic preservation.

The presentation of this award

| to Mr. McLaughlin recognized
his leadership in building the
Indiana preservation movement
| over the past 50 years, pioneer-
|| ing achievements as a restora-
|| tion architect in Indiana, and
service to the Indiana Depart-
ll ment of Natural Resources as
the first architect member of
the Indiana Professional Re-
[| view Committee for National
[| Register Nominations.

The Award for Outstanding Grant-funded Restoration project
went to the American Military Heritage Foundation for their
rehabilitation of the twin-engine Lockheed PV-2 Harpoon air-
craft, nicknamed “Hot Stuff.”




The PV-2 Harpoons was an anti-submarine patrol bomber
used throughout the Pacific in WWII. They normally operated
without fighter escort since they were heavily armed and
could defend themselves. They patrolled important shipping
lanes for American bases and were the only aircraft capable of
outrunning the fast Japanese Zero. Equipped with long range
fuel tanks, they were capable of making bombing runs to the
northern Japanese home islands from the Aleutians.

“Hot Stuff” was built near the very end of WWII, was used in
the reserves, and was retired in October 1953. After peacetime
conversion and use as an agricultural sprayer, this aircraft was
acquired by the American Military Heritage Foundation,
which has been continually repairing, restoring, and recondi-
tioning it and operating it on the air show circuit since 1990.
Unfortunately, the plane became grounded due to the failure
of the right engine and the inability of the foundation to afford
a properly reconditioned and rebuilt replacement.




A federal Historic Preservation Fund grant assisted with the
purchase and installation of a fully reconditioned vintage Pratt
& Whitney R-2800-31 radial engine. Hot Stuff is once again
air-worthy and was able to fly in the Indianapolis Air Show in
the summer of 2010.

The Award for Outstanding Commercial Rehabilitation pro-
ject went to Richard Ford in recognition of his restoration of
the Charley Creek Inn in Wabash.

Originally opened as the Hotel Indiana in 1920, the building
was designed by Charles Wheeler Nicol of Lafayette. Though
less grand than some of his hotels designed for larger cities,
the Hotel Indiana was typical of Nicol’s neo-classical style.
The building was a typical urban hotel of the early —mid 20"
Century with small street front shop amenities surrounding a
central lobby with arcade mezzanine and sleeping rooms
above. It provided formal dining rooms and banquet space but
was not originally designed to have a bar due to its construc-




tion during the prohibition era. In 1974 the building was re-
named the Red Apple Inn; its occupancy gradually changed
from travelers accommodations to a residential hotel. The Red
Apple Inn closed in 2005 and the hotel was purchased by
West Market Street LLC in 2007. It has been thoroughly reha-
bilitated and is now operated as the Charley Creek Inn.

The new Award for Outstanding Certified Historic Home-
owner Rehabilitation recognized Alonna and Elisha Beardsley
for their rehabilitation of the New Albany, IN Michael C.
Kerr House, built for Michael C Kerr, Speaker of the United
State House of Representative in the first session of the 44"
Congress. Born in Pennsylvania in 1827, Kerr moved to New
Albany in 1852. He served in the Indiana state legislature in
1856 and 1857 and was elected to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives in 1864 as a Democrat. Unseated in 1872, he re-
gained his seat and served until his death in 1876.

Originally constructed in the
Italianate style for Kerr in
1864, the house was remod-
- cled with added Gothic Re-
vival features in 1888.

The building had been subdi-
vided into apartments and suf-
fered much neglect during the
last many decades. Over the
past 5 years, The Beardsley’s
have restored the building sub-
stantially including repair and
replacement of many of its car-
pentry ornament and interior
finishes.




The Award for Outstanding National Register nomination
went to Chris Baas for his efforts to recognize the Concrete
Houses of Gary.

With the initiation of the Gary steel works operation in 1906,
the U.S. Steel Corporation has transformed the northwest cor-
ner of Indiana. Within a decade, Gary was home to thousands,
yet many were without homes. At the same time, Thomas
Edison was investigating the possibility of using concrete to
build safe and affordable housing. His initial idea of a “one
pour” idea was too difficult and expensive, but other archi-
tects and engineers continued to work on the potential of con-
crete houses. The U.S. Sheet and Tin Plate Company tackled
the Gary housing shortage with the help of Reichert Metal
Forms of Milwaukee and succeeded in designing a system of
molds to build concrete apartment buildings, cottages, and
rows or “terraces” of multi-unit housing, for the workers of




Architectural historian Chris Baas, took an interest in this
unique concrete housing and began researching the develop-
ment of the patents and engineering techniques and the history
of the structures in the area. The result is the Multiple Prop-
erty Documentation Form, “Concrete in the Steel City: The
Edison Concept Houses of Gary, Indiana” which was ap-
proved by the National Register in 2007 and has now listed
four sets of terraces, one apartment building, and in addition a
cottages historic district is also currently pending.

The Outstanding Community Preservation Award went to Jeff
Bennett, Warren Township Trustee, Marion County for his
support of inventorying grave memorials in 12 township
cemeteries and engaging the public in inventory and cemetery
restoration work.

When first elected as the Warren Township (Marion County)
Trustee in 2006, Jeff Bennett inherited the care of 12 cemeter-
ies. State law delegates to township trustees the responsibility
for cemeteries on which have no taxes being paid and no vi-
able not-for-profit is able to care of the site. The law gives a
general overview of required care, but often it simply means
mowing the grass. Bennett chose to take stewardship of these
historic sites to the next level. In 2007, he began working to
repair many of the stones, that had been damaged from de-
ferred maintenance, vandalism, and deterioration from time
and nature. By 2008, a more comprehensive restoration pro-
ject was started, with 10 cemeteries being fully respected by
2010; two of the sites have no extant grave stones.

Bennett began a partnership with the Department of History at
Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis which
he hoped with help raise the public’s awareness of cemeteries.
In 2009, a graduate student was hired to conduct readings of



all the stones in the cemeteries and research on the families
interred in the cemeteries. This work sparked interested by
the local community, who saw someone caring for the ceme-
teries and the early pioneers of the eastside of Indianapolis.
Several articles have appeared in the local, eastside commu-
nity newspaper. This year, the internship program continues,
and the student is working with a local school teacher to de-
velop a series of short lessons about some of the Township’s
pioneer families.

The Award for Outstanding Archaeology project went to Indi-
ana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne Archaeological
Survey for the recent, substantial, and excellent body of re-
search, archaeological investigations, and public outreach
concerning Late Prehistoric sites. These projects have greatly
contributed to our understanding of the nature and distribution
of Late Prehistoric cultures in Indiana. IPFW-Archaeological
Survey has focused efforts in recording new sites all across
Clark County and intensively investigated Late Prehistoric
habitation sites to enhance our understanding of these cul-
tures.




Archaeological investigations have also been conducted on
the Adams Enclosure (Allen County), the Kramer Enclosure
(Allen County), the Scranage Enclosure (Dekalb), the Castor
Farm site (Hamilton County), and the Strawtown Enclosure
(Hamilton County). This year marks the tenth anniversary of
archaeological investigations at Strawtown-Koteewi. In 2008,
the Castor Farm archaeological site and the Strawtown Enclo-
sure were accepted to the National Register of Historic Places.

Many of all ages have participated in public outreach days
both in Hamilton and Clark counties. The Survey staff has
cultivated numerous public-private partnerships which have
resulted in outstanding archaeological research and outreach.
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