DRAFT ETHICS POLICY FOR COURTHOUSE PRESERVATION ADVISORY 

COMMISSION

June 29, 2009

The following policy is recommended in order to avoid the appearance of conflicts of interest under the State's ethics rules.   Commission members providing technical or professional advice to county officials on behalf of the Courthouse Preservation Advisory Commission should not subsequently solicit or accept business on behalf of themselves or their firms involving any courthouse for which they have previously furnished advice as representatives of the Commission.   Commission members may solicit or accept business involving historic courthouses in which they have had no involvement on behalf of the Commission.   In order to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest in the latter situation, Commission members should recuse themselves from any discussion or votes at Commission meetings involving courthouses on which they have solicited or accepted business.   The minutes for Commission meetings should note each instance in which a Commission member has recused him/herself from a discussion and why the recusal has been made.   Likewise, Commission members should avoid participating in communications with other members or with staff of Commission members that involve courthouses in which they have a potential or actual business involvement.
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