Education Committee
6/24/09

Atendees:  Diana Hawes, architectural historian; Judge Steven Cox, Franklin County Circuit Judge; Wayne Goodman, HLFI; Jim Glass, DHPA; Frank Hurdis, DHPA
Diana Hawes agreed to serve as committee chair.

The committee discussed some of the issues of ethics and liability that were generated by the Technical Assistance committee.

Jim Glass noted that the legislation creating the Commission cites ten responsibilities in section 9 that the Commission “shall do” and that during its limited existence will not be able to explore in great depth.

The committee discussed what is meant by the “technical assistance” called for in the legislation.  Steve Cox stated he did not believe that the intent was for Commission members themselves to provide the direct assistance but to direct county officials to those who could provide the assistance.  He noted that when Franklin County undertook the renovation of its courthouse, there was no one to call for guidance on the many issues involved.  He views the Commission as being that information clearinghouse where county officials can be put in touch with other counties and professionals who can offer assistance.  He also said according to his vision for how things would evolve, HLFI and DHPA would carry on the assistance/clearinghouse function after the Commission’s authority expires.
Judge Cox believes one important purpose of the report is to educate the General Assembly about the whole subject of courthouse preservation – why it’s important, who thinks it’s important, how should it be accomplished?, how should it be funded?

The committee discussed the role of a consultant that might be hired to compile the report and agreed that it will be important for the Commission to have substantial input and closely direct the production of the final report

Diana Hawes asked for clarification of the roles of the education committee and the communications committee.  It was agreed that there is overlap between the two and possibly they should be consolidated or, at least, meet together to understand and hammer out their respective functions.

The committee developed the following list of organizations / associations to approach for information and to educate about the Commission’s existence and purpose:

Judicial Conference of Indiana

Indiana Judges’ Association

Indiana Association of Cities and Towns

Indiana Associations for such elected county officials as Treasurers, Auditors, Clerks, Surveyors, etc.

Farm Bureau

Association of Indiana Counties

Indiana Chapter of AIA, Society of Engineers
Indiana Community Foundations, the Grant Makers Alliance

ISTA

United Way

statewide and local chambers of commerce

convention and visitor bureaus

