Communications Committee
6/22/09

Attendees:
Brad Bumgardner, Parke County Community Foundation; Anne Bell, OCRA Communications Manager; David Terrell, Executive Director, OCRA; Jim Glass, Director DHPA; 

Frank Hurdis, Asst. Director Preservation Services, DHPA

David Terrell agreed to serve as chairman of the committee as long as it is understood by all members that Anne Bell will represent him substantially in that capacity.

Jim Glass asked for comments on the meeting agenda as proposed and all agreed the purpose of the committee is as stated in the agenda.

Jim Glass circulated the draft press release he had prepared and asked for comment.  Committee members thought the press release looked fine.
The question of distribution lists was raised.  David Terrell suggested that DNR send Anne its typical distribution list so that she might compare with those that OCRA uses.

The question was asked about a Commission website.  Frank Hurdis explained that DHPA is developing a page at its website (www.in.gov/dnr/historic) devoted to the commission and its members.  The page is not currently active because it’s still under development but he will send the link to the webpage when it is live.

Strategies considered:  press releases, a web presence.  The committee believes it is their duty to work with the technical assistance committee and the education committee to make whatever products they develop available.

The possibility of Commission workshops was discussed but it was decided that the Communications committee needed to wait for the Tech. Assistance and Education committees to meet.

Brad Bumgardner noted that the 64 community foundations have fall and spring conferences that draw people from around the state.  The fall conference is for all types of philanthropic foundations and the spring conference is just for community foundations.  Both meet in Indy.
The committee agreed that a CPAC PowerPoint presentation should be developed that can be used at conferences and other venues.

The question was raised about the feasibility of gathering the statistical data that the legislation spells out should be in the report the Commission will make to the General Assembly in 2011.

Mike Hicks, economics professor at BSU was cited as someone who could put together information about the economic impact historic courthouses have on their downtowns.

Local option income tax has been a source of revenue in those communities that have adopted it.

next meeting is tentatively set for July 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the OCRA conference room.
