Indiana Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee

Summer Meeting - June 30, 2005

Attendees: N. Armstrong, W. Baird, E. Ballentine, S. Broussard, R. Burke, K. Collins, J. Davis, D. Ernst, L. Farlee, R. Farnsworth, B. Hayden, B. Hoover, L. Huss, B. Huter, B. Koening, R. Langdon, G. Langell, W. Leedy, A. Mahler, T. Martin, M. Majeski, R.Miller, R. Moistner, R. Moore, L. Owen, H. Pence, J.Seifert, R. Swihart, B. Tormoehlen, J. Davis, B. Wakeland, B. Wilson 

Jack brought the meeting to order.  Everyone introduced themselves and the group they represented. Meeting notes from the December meeting received no comments; they stand for the record.

A. Mahler made a motion to develop a resolution to recognize Burney Fischer’s contribution to forestry in Indiana during his term as State Forester.  The following resolution was drafted and approved:

“On behalf of the members of the Indiana State Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee, we offer this resolution of appreciation and gratitude to Burney Fischer for his many years of service to the State of Indiana, his commitment to the well-being of the forests of our state, and his fair and inclusive leadership of this committee.”

State Forester’s Report and Comments – Jack Seifert
Why did you take this job?  I’m dedicated to forests, so I saw this job an opportunity to give to the resource in Indiana.  The goal is to do the best for the resource and the people of Indiana while taking into consideration the economic issues. 

Update on Forestry: DNR has a new director, Kyle Hupfer, and a new State Forester, Jack Seifert. DNR is being re-organized.  Support staff has been moved into work pools.  At this time, the Division of Forestry will remain in the DNR.  Director Hupfer supports having forestry in the DNR.  The Division of Forestry is under review. The review should be complete by the end of August.

Department of Agriculture Strategic Plan: Improvement of the forestry sector is one of the 5 main goals.  DNR and DOA are working in partnership to create the forestry portion of the plan.  Strategic partners will also be solicited for input. Goal is to reveal the strategic plan at the State Fair, 

Senate Bill 518 - The Right to Practice Forestry (Handout)  

1) Deals with nuisance lawsuits including a definition of forest nuisance).  2) Amended current state zoning law to allow the practice of forestry 3)Authored by IHLA and IFWOA – Senator Weatherwax  Comments: Bill Hoover –  this may be an opportunity connect to the planning community on forestry issues.  A. Malher – urged caution, centralized authority going over local affairs.

Private Forest Land Forum – June 3, 2005   

· 28 people gathered to discuss issues affecting retention and sustainability of private forestland.

Jack Seifert’s Top Forest Issues 

· Globalization  - wood products manufacturing  (will impact processing, logging and selling of logs and standing timber)

· Urbanization of Indiana

· Long term investment horizon  -  short term $ for long results

· Public opposition to sound scientific forest management

· Dollar return for societal benefits (wildlife, recreation, pollution reduction, green space, carbon sequestration, etc.) 

· Continued poor silvicultural practices in the woods

· Forestry financial return less important than other reasons to own the forestland

· Invasive species

· Lack of government support (out right financial or incentives) for forest sector activities

· Wildlife species (too much or not enough)

Forest Long Term Plan

· State cost share program

· State wide forest management land trust 

· No net loss of timberland

· Preservation of forestland dependent species

· State tax incentives

· Public funding of forest based environmental benefits

· Strengthen the Classified Forest Program

Reports from Committee Members
B.Wilson:  The Nature Conservancy Forest Bank contains over 3000 acres. First Certified Forest in Indiana coming soon.

B. Tormoehlen: If Indiana develops a “No Net Loss” policy, use caution and watch the details. The Spatial Analysis Project (SAP) can help identify important forest lands.

N. Armstrong:  Involve recreation people. Educate on trees.

B. Burke: There need to be a Forest Advisory Council that reports to the governor.

Bill Hadden – I-69 could be a challenge to “No Net Loss” policy, Sub-Urbanization is also an issue.

R. Moistner: Reception of Burney Fischer will be held on July 15.  Log Scanning Program Center will be at Purdue in the future. A company has been hired to promote IN hardwoods.

R. Swihart: There is a new Discovery Park Center at Purdue looking economic & environmental  issues and sustainable futures.

B. Hoover: IFOWA “Investing in Timber” Workshop for Attorneys - Oct 1

K. Collins: Soils Surveys on CDs should be available within the year for all counties. The Plant Material Program is working with state to get native crabapples.  They are also looking for ash seed for the National genetic reserve system. 

W. Leedy: Need to provide funding for individual landowners to do TSI  separate from government cost share

B. Koening: Thankful that the committee has continued

A. Malher: Concerned about State Forest management – 1) selling of state forest property with out an easement, and 2) the directive to increase timber harvesting.

John Davis: DNR is looking at state lands inventory and how it functions.  This is not something new; it is done periodically. No decisions have been made at this point regarding selling of property or increasing timber harvests.

S. Broussard:  Survey on Private Forest Owners results will be available to this group later this summer.

H. Pence: Need more educational plots that show the economic value of the forest. 

B. Wakeland: American Chestnut Foundation – Next step over the next few years is to establish the seed orchards.

Forest Legacy Program- Dan Ernst & Brenda Huter
· Handout: “Indiana Forest Legacy Project Recommendations”

· Indiana will host the National Forest Legacy Managers Meeting,  Oct 12-13, 2005, Indianapolis

· 9 projects have been completed, 4 donations completed, 3 projects in negotiations,  Hurricane Hills Project (IPL) and Indian Creek III Project are in the final signature process and should be completed by early fall. The minor boundary adjustment to the Shawnee Hills Forest Legacy Area is complete.

· Indiana’s Land Bridge Project (Shawnee Hills Forest Legacy Area, 5 parcels, 936 acres) is currently in the federal budget process for 2006.  We request 1.6 million. In the President’s and Senate’s budgets, it was listed at $550,000.  The House did not list funding by project.

· Committee approved recommendations for the 2007 Legacy Projects. Priority 1:  Luke’s Run (935 acres in Owen County that connects two tracts of Owen-Putnam State Forest. Project contains cave, rare buttonbush pond, 2 lakes and a stream corridor).  Priority 2: Shawnee Hills (2 tracts with 1100+ acres.  One tract is near the Hurricane Hills Project and the other is in southern Monroe County and adjoins land protected by Sycamore Land Trust).  Priority 3: Land Bridge II (3 parcels in Brown County containing 607 acres.  Project continues making connections between existing protected land in the Shawnee Hills Forest Legacy Area)

Stewardship Challenge Grants – Lenny Farlee
· Handout “ Forest Stewardship Grant Program Applications for 2005”

· Four Stewardship Challenge Grant proposals were received. Collaborative Natural Resources Management in South-Central Indiana: Engaging Private Landowners and Public Stakeholders (Purdue): Recommend to approve as is.  4-H Forestry Curriculum Update (IFWOA): Recommend to approve if grantee will add a training session for the new curriculum.  Enhancing Stewardship with Early Masting Oaks (Purdue): Recommend approval if grantee will incorporate an outreach component. Lincoln Hills’ Tree Farm and Taxation Training Initiative (Lincoln Hills RC&D): Recommend approval as is.

· Three Stewardship Outreach and Education Project Grants proposals were received.   Indiana Coverts Project (Purdue): Recommend approval as is.  Tree Identification CD’s for School and Public Libraries (Union County SWCD): Recommend approval if grantee incorporates an outreach component. Tree Identification CD’s for School and Public Libraries (Wayne County SWCD): Recommend approval if grantee incorporates an outreach component.

· Total grant funds requested: $35,540.  Total match provided: $89,035.

· Committee approved Challenge Grant & Outreach and Education Grant recommendations.

Farm Bill Items 

Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP)  - Dan Ernst

· Handout – PowerPoint presentation slides

· FLEP 2003 - Complete practices ($170,278 on 3,372 acres), In-Progress practices ($51,824 on 1,729 acres). Majority of the funding went to Tree Planting and TSI.

· FLEP 2004 – Call for applications in the Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine Townships completed June 2005. Call for statewide TSI applications scheduled for fall 2005.  Call for statewide Invasive Plant Control Applications scheduled for winter 2005.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) – Gary Langell
· Handout: Conservation Reserve Program (CREP) Update
· Official Signing Ceremony tentatively set for July 8, 2005 at a farm in Hamilton County

· Current agreement will allow sign-up of 6,000 acres from the following watersheds: Tippecanoe, Highland/Pigeon, and Upper White River.  Eligible practices include Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses (CP2), Hardwood Tree Planting (CP3A), Permanent Wildlife Habitat (CP4D), Filter Strips (CP21), Riparian Buffers (CP22),  Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetland (CP31), Wetland Restoration (CP23), Wetland Restortation – Non-Floodplain (CP23a)

· USDA and Indiana Department of Agriculture will both provide payments/incentives for the program.

2007 Farm Bill Planning 

· Contacts were made during the Senator Lugar’s Tree Planting Ceremony on Capitol Lawn. B. Burke and J. Seifert planted a walnut from Indiana.

· Woodland Owners Association made contacts regarding the Farm Bill 2007 – carbon sequestering

· It’s time to get the forestry community working on the Farm Bill 2007

2006-2010 Forest Stewardship Plan Input Session 
Committee brainstormed on the ground examples of threats to the sustainability of Indiana’s forests in three categories: Inappropriate development (ex. Parcelization of forest tracts), inappropriate management (ex. High grading timber cuts), and outside influences (ex. Invasive species introduction and spread).  The threats were then prioritized.  The top threats were inappropriate timber harvest techniques, parcelization of forest land, invasive species.  Group broke into two groups.  One group focused on inappropriate timber harvest techniques and the other group focused on parcelization.  The groups brainstormed causes for their topic and then prioritized those causes that can be addressed by State government and the Stewardship program.  This input will be used to help develop strategic forestry plans for the Division of Forestry’s Stewardship program and the forestry component of the DOA strategic plan.

Spatial Analysis Project (SAP): Targeting Priority Forest – Dan Ernst, Rick Farnsworth, Shorna Broussard, & Brett Martin
Purdue University and the Division of Forestry are continuing work on the Spatial Analysis Project for Indiana.  The project is funded through grants from the US Forest Service.  The project uses geographic information systems to consider various threats and resource characteristics to identify important private lands that would benefit most from the Forest Stewardship Program.  

The committee was asked to provide input on which of the Spatial Analysis Layers were the most important to targeting Stewardship in Indiana.  This activity also was conducted at the December 2004 meeting, but was repeated to focus only on the 12 data layer requested by the Forest Service.

Wrap-up
Winter meeting is tentatively set for December 8, 2005.  Location to be announced later.  (Meeting date later  changed to December 20th)







