Indiana Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee

Winter Meeting – December 8,2004

Attendees: B. Fischer, H. Pence, K. Collins, B. Miller, W. Baird, L. Jackson, B. Huter, N. Armstrong, J. Tutterow, R. Langden, T. Malony, P. Wagner, J. Bacone, J. Gras, J. Waterman, M. Majeski, B. Hoover, D. Ernst, T. Martin, B. Wakeland, J. Settle, C. Woodall, D. Johnson, L. Ralph, W. Leedy, S. Miller, R. Schaible, J. Seifert, T. Eizinger, R. Moistner, S. Broussard, R. Farnsworth, B. Martin, B. Tormoehlen

· Burney Fischer, State Forester and Committee Chair, brought the meeting to order.  Everyone introduced themselves and the group they represented.  Summer meeting minutes received no comments; they stand for the record.

News, Updates, & Announcements

· Upcoming forestry related legislation: Department of Agriculture Bill, Right to Practice Forestry Bill, Classified Farmland Bill.   Agriculture and natural resources will have separate committees in both houses of legislature. 

· March 3-5, 2005 “Managing Wildlife for Sustainable Forests / Managing Forests for Sustainable Wildlife” Conference, Indianapolis, March 3&4 focused on professionals, March 5 focused on landowners.

· April 29, 2005 Senator Lugar tree planting and forestry workshop in Washington D.C.

Forest Legacy Program Update- Dan Ernst and Brenda Huter
· Handouts: “Indiana Forest Legacy” PowerPoint presentation notes, “Indiana Forest Legacy Project Proposals – Fiscal Year 2005-2006”(revised 11/29/04)

· 9 projects have been completed, 4 donations completed, 3 projects in negotiations including Hurricane Hills Project (former IPL land) – total impact 8,811 acres

· Indiana will not receive any Forest Legacy funding for 2005.  The Shawnee Hills project, listed in the President’s budget and included in the House Bill but deleted by the Senate, was eliminated by Congress in the Conference Committee.  

· Ohio River Highland Proposal presented in June has been dropped because The Nature Conservancy was unable to get the project pulled together with proposed landowners.

· Because of funding changes and Ohio River project not coming together, project proposals for 2006 funding have changed: Priority1 - Land Bridge Project (A new project in the Shawnee Hills Legacy Area.  Protects 900+ acres in 5 tracts including Orchard View that had previously been part of the Shawnee Hills Project.  Focus is connecting or adding to existing protected lands); Priority 2 - Luke’s Run Project (935 acres in Owen County outside of the Shawnee Hills Legacy Area. Connects two pieces of Owen –Putnam State Forest.  Cave and rare buttonbush pond on property); Priority 3 - Shawnee Hills Project (2 tracts with 1100+ tracts).  

· Minor revision to the Shawnee Hills Legacy Area boundary was proposed to include Owen-Putnam State Forest.  This would put Luke’s Run proposal in the Legacy Area.

· Committee approved new recommendations for 2006 Legacy projects and boundary revision to the Shawnee Hills Legacy Area.

Farm Bill Program Update- Tim Martin 
· Handout: “Forest Land Enhancement Program – Moving Forward” PowerPoint notes

· 71% of the requested FLEP 2003 project dollars were not funded.  TSI (66%) and Tree Planting (26%) were the most requested FLEP practices in 2003.

· 2004 FLEP ($5 million nationally) has been distributed to the regional offices but not to the state.  If the method to determine is the same as in the past, Indiana will receive approximately $85,000.

· To focus the limited dollars, four proposed changes to Indiana FLEP program: 1) Change the cost share rate from 75% to 50%, 2) Eliminate several of the FLEP practices that are covered by other programs, 3) Introduce a minimum Site Index requirement for timber stand improvement projects, 4) Add a district level ranking criteria.

· Summary of discussion about the proposed changes and focusing spending FLEP money: Money should not be used for TSI.  When landowners think there is a chance of cost share, they will put off doing TSI.  All the money should be used for exotic, invasive species control.  It would get some “hands on” experience with invasives to learn from (B. Wakeland).  FLEP funding would just be a drop in the bucket toward invasives. TSI should stay. (J. Waterman).   Education, particularly in a group setting, is a very powerful tool and should not be forgotten (J. Gras).  Removal of exotic species can result in loss of habitat type that would require replacement (S. Miller). Focus on top priority invasives that can still be controlled (J. Bacone). 

· Committee approved the recommended changes (1-4) and asked the Division to consider input provided in the final design of the 2005 FLEP.

Indiana Forest Inventory and Analysis – Joey Gallion and Chris Woodall

· Handouts: “Indiana’s Forest Resources in 2003”- Resource Bulletin NC-238, “Indiana’s Forest Resource in 2003: An Analysis”

· Forest Inventory & Analysis (FIA) history for Indiana: 1950- first inventory – report available 1953 – 4.1 million acres forest; 1967- second inventory – report available 1969 – 4 million acres forest; 1986 – third inventory – report available 1990 – 4.4 million acres; 1998 – forth report- report available 2000- 4.5 million acres forest; 1999 change to annual inventory – 20% of plots re-measured each year, 2003 completed full inventory cycle; 2003 annual report available, 5 year comprehensive report being worked on to be available Spring/Summer 2005

· Sneak peak at the Comprehensive Report: Report will be in four main sections- Attributes (population estimates), Products (economics), Health Indicators, Issues (forest fragmentation, invasive species, oak regeneration, emerald ash borer).  Preliminary results show an increase in total forestland.

· Goal for the Comprehensive Report is to have a modernized analysis to match the modern inventory and to have the analysis available in a timely manner.

· More information available at www.ncrs.fs.fed.us.  Provide feedback to cwoodall@fs.fed.us.

Group Exercise to Identify Indiana’s Priority Forest Areas – Shorna Broussard and Rick Farnsworth 

· Purdue University and IDNR-Division of Forestry are working on Spatial Analysis Project (SAP) for Indiana.  The project is funded through grants from the US Forest Service.  The project uses geographic information systems (GIS) to consider various threats and opportunities facing forests to develop a spatial view of important private forestlands that would benefit most from the Forest Stewardship Program.

· The project has four components: 1) Digitizing (taking paper descriptions/maps and creating an electronic version that can be used for GIS) of Classified Forest parcels. 2) Creating a landowner database to track proposed and completed stewardship on parcels. 3) Creating GIS layers (see below for a list of layers). 4) Develop and run a Spatial Analysis Model that evaluates the GIS layer to determine important private forestlands to target stewardship activities.

· Committee members were asked provide input on which of the Spatial Analysis Layers were most important to targeting stewardship in Indiana.  Layers included fire risk (threat); insects/forest health (threat); development (threat); private forest lands; woody wetlands; forest patches; riparian corridors; natural heritage priority habitats – rare, threatened, endangered species; proximity to public lands; slope; public water supply; classified forests; site index.

· Input from the committee and other input gathered from other group will be used in determining the importance of each layer in the GIS model. Additional comments should be sent to Brenda Huter (bhuter@dnr.IN.gov).

Wrap-up/Announcements
· Natural Resources Leadership Program will occur again next fall.  Watch for a flyer in January.

· The Interim Report of BioCrossroads Ag Strategy Report is available at www.BioCrossroads.com. The report shows that the wood products industry is Indiana’s top agricultural industry.

· Senator Lugar’s request for a U.S. General Accounting Office study concerning wood products research has been approved and should begin early 2005.

· Dennis LeMaster is retiring from Purdue.  The committee recognized his contributions to forestry in Indiana.

· Emerald ash borer update: A contract is out to remove 23,00 ash trees in near Shipshawana. Next is Stuben County.  Next year the state will have to provide 20% match for emerald ash borer treatment.

· Farm Bill 2007 is on the horizon. Contact Senator Lugar’s office if you have input.

· Next meeting will be the week of June 28-30th. Date and location to be determined.







