Indiana Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee – Winter Meeting 12-13-01

Natural Resource Education Center – Fort Harrison State Park

Attendees: Fischer, Hayden, Turner, Wichman, Pence, Farlee, Collins, Armstrong, Langdon, Burke, Miller, Ernst, Wilson, Koenig, Halstead, Moore, Miller, Nelson, Schaible, Martin, Weiss, Pursell, Shaver, Himebaugh, Hoover, Bacone, LeMaster, Moistner, and Davis.

IFSCC – A handout on the committee’s operating procedures was distributed and briefly reviewed. This committee provides advice and guidance to the forest stewardship program and forest legacy program.  Committee membership is open and meets twice a year.  List of committee member is based on attendance and follow-up contacts.

Minutes from summer meeting were sent out before the winter meeting.  No correction or additions were added to the minutes from the summer meeting.

A poster of the State Tree of Indiana was given out at the meeting. 

There was a brief discussion of the recent cancellation of a timber sale at Yellowwood State Forest.  A copy of an article from the Bloomington Herald Times was circulated at the meeting.  The article is fairly clear on what happened. 

Burney Fischer commented on budget problems within the State of Indiana.  The Division of Forestry may see an expenditure reduction of at least 15% in their budget this year. Freezes on hiring, equipment purchases, out-of-state travel, training, etc. are already in place for the year. All ongoing facility construction/repair projects are continuing but 2001-03  projects may not occur.  The nursery rehab project is on going.

Bob Burke asked if he could get an accounting of the Nursery rehab money.  Burney Fischer asked him for a letter requesting such information 

Stewardship Program – Dan Ernst Provided a progress report on the  5 Year Indiana Forest Stewardship Plan 

– highlights include: 

Goal  - Increase Forest acreage under stewardship by 100,000 acres

Forest Legacy Program has purchased one project in Monroe County.  7 other projects under negotiations.

For 2001 we expect only one of eight proposed new projects to receive federal fundingFunding seems to be dropping for Indiana.

Donations – three donations have been completed for Indiana covering 423 acres, 2 other proposals for 550 acres are being reviewed.

Application deadline for 2002 Forest Legacy is January 31, 2002.

Goal – Maintain stable, healthy, and well stocked forestland base.

Annualized inventory of Indiana’s forest is continuing to be implemented by USFS FIA.

Increase availability of stewardship information on websites and publications.

Goal – Implement BMP’s on all timber harvested:

Baseline monitoring has been completed and  show overall BMP usage across the state is 83%; and, 90% on public land and forester assisted lands.

BMP’s are starting to appear in timber sale contracts.Improvement still needed on use of  of water bars and riparian zones BMPs.

Goal – Protect the right of owners to practice forest stewardship.

Land use training for natural resource professionals conference was very successful.

There are active forest conservation groups across the state of Indiana.

Stewardship Challenges and Opportunities for 2002

The new federal Farm Bill, State budget problems and impact of Property Tax restructuring on forestry programs.

Legislative Review – State and Federal

State Bills- 2002 Session Jan.7 to March 14

No forestry bills have currently been submitted. Two bills from last session may be revived, but no official word yet on either.

· Forestry Reinvestment Act – a forestry check-off program, was discussed at the summer study committee. 

· Forest Advisory Committee – Still several groups in Indiana very interested. Not much interest by IDNR. Other “advisory councils” exist for DNR. Some good, some bad most of them cost IDNR money and staff time.  Bob Burke led a discussion on this topic.  Burney Fischer provided copies of last year’s proposed legislation. Burney described the 

      Advisory Council to the Bureau of Lands Council – represents 7 DNR divisions, and   

       currently have at least 4 vacancies.  He encouraged groups to find candidates and submit 

      resumes to Director Macklin.  The second DNR Advisory Council is to the Bureau of 

      Wildlife and Regulation.  Both councils report to the Natural Resources Commission.  

· Josh Martin briefly described a new bill to be introduced by Rep. Kruzan to ban the commercial timber harvesting on State Forests. He said several people working to draft this legislation.  No draft is available for review by the forestry community at this time.  The verbal description of this proposed bill brought forth several comments and spirited discussion about management of state forests. 

Federal Bills – 

US Farm Bill – It appears that the Senate will not act until 2002.  Current proposals call for a drastic increase in cost share money for landowners and forestry.  Some new twists are being proposed including invasive species control, longer contracts on CRP and new or revised cost share programs that deal with past difficulties.

In regard to the Farm Bill the USFS conducted a survey of forest stewardship committee membership across the 50 states.  Indiana was only missing one seat on our committee - not having a local government representative on our committee.  Several folks on the committee sit on SWCD Boards, which are a form of local government.  Most states were missing several seats. 

The committee took some time to let everyone around the table talk about what they are working on, concerns, projects and up-coming events.

Natural Resource Education Center – Donna Rogler 

Several DNR divisions are located at the NREC at Fort Harrison State Park, including:

Project Learning Tree, Project Wild, Hoosier River Watch, Project Wet and GoFishin’.

The building has been rehabilitated over the past 3 years.  Each individual program has a budget, but there is still no overall operating budget for the NREC.  The NREC is a unique, multi-divisional entity within the DNR.  Donna Rogler the Project Learning Tree Coordinator gave the committee a brief history and tour of the facility.

Update on Nursery expansion and production – Jim Wichman – PowerPoint presentation

Increase production from 3.7 to 5.6 million seedlings from 1996 to 2001

Demand has been increasing from 5.5 to a high of 7.1 million in 2000 down to 4.5 million in 2001.  This decrease is attributed to the loss of cost share incentives for landowners. The Nursery has been using the $2 million rehab project to make major improvements to the Nursery system.  The improvements although expensive are all aimed at producing a more efficient system that will enable the DNR to produce a superior seedling with less operating cost.

Due to a lower demand this year for seedlings, a few measures are being taken to utilize the seedlings.

· carry-over one-year-old seedling to make two-year-old seedlings (est. 500,000)

· Have conducted limited seedling sale to surrounding states.

· Testing alternative fumigants because of upcoming loss of Methyl Bromide

· Lower seedling density by 20% to grow larger seedling and reduce grading loss

· Produce wildlife and outdoor lab packets to meet another market demand

Green Certification  – Lowell Miller - Indiana Forest Industries Council agreed to be the state implementation committee (SIC) for the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI). Four companies are already seeking SFI Certification.  IFIC will be responsible for SFI training, including logger training, business, first aid, silviculture and safety training.

Question raised on why SFI instead of FSC? IFIC looked at several green certification programs but choose SFI.  

Indiana Tree Farm offers a certification program through the National Tree Farm System.

The state has met with both FSC and SFI to discuss certification programs. Certification may cost up to $50,000 to originally certify all State Forest lands.  Other states have covered the cost by getting endowments or foundations picking up the tab.  Indiana has not been approached by any foundations and needs to further investigate certification of State Forests.

Private lands – Private lands can be certified individually, as a group, by an overriding program or under an umbrella like approach.  The Classified Forest Program has attracted interest from certifiers and foundations.

Good discussion about the benefits and problems of certification programs. FSC standards are almost finished for the Lake States and central hardwoods. This committee had several questions about the different programs and their benefits to Indiana. 

Purdue University – Dennis LeMaster

Provided the committee with the Annual Report of the Department of Forestry and Natural Resources (FNR).

Several large endowments are helping to move the FNR forward in construction of new buildings and the development of the HTIRC.  These endowments help accomplish these projects without using taxpayer money. 

Purdue has a new president that is focused on Science and Technology.

Burney will become the President of the National Association of State Foresters (NASF) in 2003. He will be the second Indiana State Forester to be president (third Purdue Graduate according to LeMaster).  This is a good opportunity for Indiana to get some exposure at the national level. 

Summer meeting for IFSCC – June 27, 2002 – Current suggestion is to have the meeting in Bloomington/Bedford, Indiana and visit one of the Forest Legacy acquisitions.  

Meeting Adjourned 3:00pm

