
The role of GIS in Indiana’s 
Reassessment

As told by
Brett Martin



What is GIS?

• A mapping and analysis system
– Allows for the display of multiple data layers
– Can combine data layers into one output, or 

multiple outputs

• A visualization system
– Spatially represents data to show areas of 

interest
– Related to issues in the on-line survey



Two examples of layers
Forestland Counties without zoning
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Model Visualization

The layers used in the 
analysis are all 
converted into layers of 
ones (represents that 
layer) and zeroes.

Then they are multiplied 
by the weight assigned 
from the on-line voting 
and added together, 
resulting in values 
ranging from 0 (lowest 
importance) to 1 
(highest importance).



Examples from Maryland







Possible 
Assessment 
Regions 
(Homoya’s 
Natural 
Regions of 
Indiana)



An example 
final map 
from SAP





Any Questions?

• Brett Martin 
Indiana Division of Forestry 
bmartin@dnr.in.gov 
317.232.4106
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