State Forest Properties Report

· In FY2005-06 timber harvests were conducted on 3,367 acres of the 150,000 acres of State Forests producing a revenue of $1,979,459.  In addition, the following resource management activities were accomplished:  
· 8,077 acres of forest inventory and management planning

· 4,177 acres of timber stand improvement

· 156 acres of tree planting and plantation management

· Control of exotic, invasive species on State Forests has been initiated.  Contracts have been awarded to private vendors and initial treatment has been completed on all known sites of Kudzu (about 3 acres) on Yellowwood, Jackson-Washington, Clark and Martin State Forests.  In addition, bid requests are out for treating about 400 acres of  Ailanthus (Tree of Heaven) and Bush Honeysuckle located on Harrison-Crawford and  Greene-Sullivan and State Forests.  These species invade our forests and preclude the establishment and development of our native tree species.  

· Facilities on State Forest recreation areas are being upgraded.  A portion of the Deam Lake SRA Class "A" campground is being converted to horse camping sites, which will have access to the 80 mile Clark State Forest horse trail system.  Campsites at Starve Hollow SRA are being upgraded to Class "AA" and Class "A" sites.  The Deam Lake horse camping sites should be ready for us in the spring of 2007, and the upgraded Starve Hollow campsites should be ready for use in the spring of 2008. 

· The Division of Forestry is seeking third party "Green Certification" of the sustainability of State Forests.  A full audit of the state forest system has been conducted by SFI and FSC.  We are waiting for the report of their findings and recommendations. 

· A sustainable forest research management area has been established on Morgan-Monroe State Forest.  In cooperation with Purdue University, the research will focus on the affects of forest management on oak regeneration, water quality, forest sustainability, forest wildlife interactions and endangered species issues.    







